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Warts, — Dr. Guttceit, in the St. Louis Clinical Becord^ 
recommends rubbing warts, night and morning, with a moistened 
piece of muriate of ammonia. They soften and dwindle away, 
leaving no such white mark as follows their dispersion with lunar 
caustic. 

Prevention of Pitting in Small-Pox, — Charleston Med, Jour, 
a7id JRevieWy says: — Dr. Ward has found the application of honey, 
painted on with a camel's hair brush twice or thrice a day, to 
prevent pitting in small-pox. He also recommends it for cracks in 
the skin from frost." 

Therapeutic Value of Balsam of Copaiba, — Surgeon A. K. 
Hall, Army Medical Department, claims {The Practitioner^ Apr., 
1875,) for the balsam of copaiba marvellous curative powers in 
various diseases. He has given it with great benefit in cases of 
iritis and sclerotitis. " The horrible pain of sclerotitis," he says, 
" the eye being described as feeling like a * red-hot ball,' I have 
found often to subside after four or five large doses of the balsam, 
and the inflammation disappear. At Steetapore, in Oudh, during 
the year 1872, I had at one time more than thirty children, suffer- 
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iag from purulent ophthalmia under my care. I treated them all 
by simply painting the lower eyelids, upper part of the cheeks, and 
temples, with the pure balsam of copaiba, and they all got well 
quickly without any damage to the eyes." He relates a case he 
saw in consultation, the right eye was highly inflamed, the whole 
interior chamber filled with pus and the sight entirely lost. He 
ordered two drachms of. the balsam, in mucilage, three times a day. 
Two days after, the pain he had been suffering subsided; daily the 
pus could be seen to be gradually disappearing. At the end of 
ten days he could see the length of the ward, and after twenty 
days the eye was quite well. He thinks that in threatened 
mammary abscess it may often be employed with advantage. 

"Chronic rheumatism," he says, "both of the muscles "and 
joints, particularly in old people, who confess that they feel much 
better after a glass (or two) of hot gin and water when going to 
bed, frequently disappears after a few drachm doses of the balsam, 
combined with some astringent to prevent purging. I have heard 
several say that it * seems to warm the joints '." He also claims 
that it is useful in skin diseases. (American Journal of the 
Medical Sciences,) 

Chloral and Bromide of Potassium in Miema^ for diseases of 
Women, — {Brit, Med, Jour,y May 8, 1875,) the administration of 
chloral and bromide of potassium by enema in diseases of women 
as the best, since it does not nauseate, or ^ve that unpleasant taste 
in the mouth which remains long with some patients, nor does it 
occasion the burning in the mouth, throat, and stomach, of which 
many complain, a sensation which may be prevented, by beating 
up the drug with one or two raw eggs, a little warm milk being 
added to further solution. Dr. G. G. Griffith, the author of 
this paper, relates a case of violent puerperal mania in which, 
after quieting the patient with chloroform, he gave nutrient 
injections, to which he added bromide potassium one drachm, 
and half a drachm of chloral, with' the best effects. 

Dr. G. — ^has used chloral in half drachm d/>ses, with a lady 
suffering the agonies of gall-stones, when the stomach was so irrita- 
ble that no medicine could be retained; chloroform inhalation to 
narcotism, morphia by subcutaneous injection, and every con- 
ceivable remedy, to allay pain, and procure rest and sleep had 
failed. In ten to fifteen minutes after the rectal injection of chloral, 
pain was assuaged, in half an hour sleep was procured. In this 
manner he has used it when menstrual pain and sickness could 
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perhaps have been relieved in no other way; also in cases of 
uterine and ovarian irritation where pain such as we have in those 
affections, varied from the mildest to the severest states. In 
irritable rectum, he has found it most efficacious, and has just 
commenced to use it as a vaginal suppository. 

He states that, in uterine, ovarian, and rectal cases, it is an 
especially valuable agent, inasmuch as it is brought into immediate 
contact with the affected nerves, and acts upon them directly, 
deadening any hypersesthetic conditions, and relieving pain. ( The 
American Jour, of Sciences ) 

The External use of Tincture of Iron, — In the Brit, Med, 
Jour.^ Dr. A. C. states, that in simple cutaneous erysipelas, and 
also in the milder phlegmonous variety, this agent possesses the 
decidedly specific effect of subduing, almost at once, the morbid 
action. He has applied it in numerous instances, and always with 
the most satisfactory results. So far as his experience goes, it is, 
in these cases, incomparably the best remedy ever used. It seldom 
happens that more than one painting of the same spot is required; 
no other external agent is needed. In scrofulous swellings of the 
neck its discutient properties are far superior to those of iodine. 
When a puerperal breast or inguinal gland in the male has 
threatened to end in suppuration, the early use of the tincture, 
every other day or so, with a camel's hair brush, has been sufficient 
to effect resolution, while in similar cases we find leeches, poultices 
and evaporating lotions fail to prevent the formation of matter. 

He states that the remedy may be applied most advantageously 
in acute rheumatism, where any particular joint is especially 
swollen and painful, and also to the inflamed surface surrounding 
an unhealthy ulcer, or along the course of the absorbents when 
irritated by a recent ill-conditioned wbund. (Med. and Surg, 
Reporter^ July 24, 1875.) 

Mumps, — Metastatis to Testicles, — successfully treated by Jab- 
orandi — ^Dr. Czbenickl reports {Gazette Hebdom, de Med, jst de 
Chirurgie, No. 14, '18'75.) a case of orchitis consequent on 
metastasis of mumps which he successfully treated by the ad- 
ministration of Jaborandi, thus utilizing the^sialagogue properties 
of that plant to divert the metastasis by increasing the functional 
activity of the salivary glands. Surgeon Major Emery Des- 
BBOussEs records in the same journal, (No. 18, April 30, 1875) an 
entirely similar case successfully treated by the same remedy. 
(American Journal of the Medical Sciences,) 
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Burns and Scalds. — By George W. Gay, M. D. This in- 
teresting paper may be found in the Boston Med. and Surg. Joiir. 
Sept. 23, 1875. 

The paper is based upon the records of two hundred and four 
eases of bums and scalds treated in the Boston City Hospital 
during eleven years from 1864 to 1875. Several instructive cases 
are reported, and numerous remedies suggested. I make the 
following quotation, and would recommend to my readers a care- 
ful perusal of the entire paper. White paint, made of carbonate 
of lead and linseed oil, has been used a number of times with 
excellent results. In one case of a scald of the hand and arm in 
which this dressing was applied, it was very agreeable before the 
epidermis was removed, but so intensely painful afterwards that 
it had to be given up. The odor is certainly preferable to that 
of carron oil, and it is a cleaner dressing. Dr. Gross speaks of 
the paint in the highest terms as being the best local application 
he has ever used. He has never seen any poisonous effects from 
the lead in an experience dating as far back as 1845. He used it 
continuously for five weeks on a negress with an extensive burn 
of the neck, chest, and abdomen, consuming more than a quart 
of lead without any bad effect. He believes it perfectly safe, 
whatever the extent or depth of the lesion or the age of the 
patient. It acts by forming a varnish to the affected surfaces, and 
obtunding the nervous sensibility. It should be applied with a 
brush, and covered with a layer of cotton batting. Glycerine and 
molasses, glycerine and mucilage, and lead wash and opium have 
been used in a few cases, but they have no particular advantages 
over other remedies. The same may be said of the powders of 
oxide of zinc." 

The American Medical WeeMy^ July 24, 1875, referring to Dr. 
Van Leent's report in " X. Union MedicaVe^^ says, the physicians 
of the island of Sumatra — who are the aged of both sexes — are 
accustjpmed to give their patients medicated baths. They ad- 
minister cold baths not only in continued fevers, but in other 
maladies. In the treatment of small- pox the patient is exposed 
while naked to a current of cold air, and is constantly rubbed with 
a brush dipped in cold water. 

Morphia Siibcutaneoicsly in Herpes. — Medical and Surgical 
jB€/>or«€r, Phil., April 10, 1875. In a case of herpes zoster. Dr. 
Gine, of Paris, injected subcutaneously a third of a grain of 
morphia in fifteen drops of water. This was followed by im- 
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mediate relief to the itching, rapid resolution of the inflammation 
followed, and in four or five days no remains of the affection were 
present, except desquamatory skin. 

The Peninsula Jour, of Medicine^ April, IS^o, contauis a 
report of Drs. Hume and Bra.dy, in which the patient took ten 
grs. of sulph morphia with suicidal intent. Emesis, produced 
from sulph. zinc, ipecac, warm-water and tickling of fauces, 
occurred about one hour after the morphia was taken. " Caffeine " 
and strong coffee were given, but soon the patient became unable 
to swallow; 18 drops fluid ext. belladonna were given hypoder- 
mioally; patient became fully comatose; pupils contracted to mere 
points; respiration five per minute; pulse 145; all endeavors to 
keep him in motion were unavailing; whipping did not affect him 
in the least; upon lying him on a lounge .on his back, tongue fell 
back in fauces, and respiration ceased; turned him face downwards, 
tongue fell out and artificial respiration was resorted to. Atropia 
sulph., was used subcutaneously, divided doses, until ^ grain was 
given. Pupils began to dilate, respiration increased to ten 'per 
minute, pulse fell to 108, After continuing in this condition about 
two hours, consciousness returned and patient recovered. The doc- 
tors felt sure the atropine saved his life, as all the morphine had 
probably been absorbed; the position in which he was placed, 
similar to that recommended in circular lately issued by State 
Board of Health, restored respiration, which could not occur 
while patient lay on his back. 

Tfie American Journal of the Medical Sciences^ July> 1875, 
has a valuable paper on the use of Alcohol and Digitalis in 
Typhus Fever, by Dr. H. M. Jones. He has watched carefully 
the effects of digitalis in over two-hundred cases of acute disease 
— simple fever, typhus, typhoid, pneumonia, pleuro-pneumonia, 
delirium tremens, remittent fever, etc., and he has no doubt of its 
anti-pyretic properties. 

Dr. Jones states that he has gradually relinquished the use of 
alcohol in fever. He states: — "In June, 18*73, I treated, the first 
case of severe maculated typhus without stimulants, and by means 
of digitalis. Since then I have gradually been diminishing the 
use of stimulants, until of late I administer them as the rare 
exception in typhoid and in a limited class of patients in typhus." 
From his statistics the mortality was reduced to 8 per cent. The 
paper is instructive, and worthy of a careful reading. 
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SALACIN IN THE DIARRHCEA OF CHILDREN. 



WITH NOTES OF CASES. BY C. H. TIDD, M. D., GENEVA, IOWA. 



The attention of the profession has been so often called to the 
action of this drng in the above disorders, and its physiological 
effects so well demonstrated, by many well written articles, that I 
shall not attempt to rehearse them in this article, knowing that I 
would probably fail to add anything which would prove useful to 
my readers, but will content myself with simply giving a report 
of several cases which have recently come under my observation^ 
and which were treated almost exclusively with this agent; and 
for an extended account of its action, as compared with opium 
and other agents, I will beg leave to refer you to a very excellent 
article from the pen of Dr. J. C. Bishop, of Ohio, which appeared 
in the July, 1875, number of this journal; also an article from the 
same gentleman^ which appeared in the Southern Medical Recoi'd^ 
for October, 1874. 

It is a well- authenticated fact, that nearly every case of diarrhoea 
occurring in young children, especially those occurring during 
the latter summer and early fall months, is caused by, or 
accompanied with, a debilitated condition of the stomach and 
bowels, and this same state of the system would, it seems to me, 
at once suggest to the mind of every thinking practitioner, that 
instead of an astringent, or other agent which would tend to 
lessen the secretion of the stomach and bowels, and consequently 
the material furnished as pahuluniy we should administer such 
drugs as tend to relieve the debility, and which will at once tone 
the organs at fault, and cause a healthy secretion of the various 
fluids which are secreted by them, and which are so essential to 
perfect health, and I know of no better agent to produce just this 
effect than salicin; and I am confirmed in this belief by having so 
often seen its good effects in the cases given below, as well as in 
many other cases which have occurred, « both in my own practice 
and in the practice of others with whom I have conversed. 

Having used it in many cases which fell under my observation 
while practicing in Ohio, and invariably with good success; and 
finding, upon my arrival here in August last, that there was almost 
an epidemic of what is commonly called ^'summer complaint'^ 
prevailing in this locality, many cases of which were proving fatal 
in the hands of the physicians of this country, who, as I ^ound 
upon inquiry, were treating them almost exclusively with the old 
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routine of opiates and astringents, I was the more strongly 
inclined to reject their mode of treatment, and to push, as far as 
possible, the administration of salicin; and I was much gratified 
with the success which attended its use, as well as eulogized by 
my patrons, some of whom had lost one or more children during 
the summer from the same disease, who were treated by our oldest 
and best physicians, but with the other agents spoken of^ 

Casb I. — Was called on the evening of August 28th to see 
Charlie R., aged seven years, who had been suffering with diarrhoea 
for three weeks, during which time he had been treated by two 
of our oldest praqtitioners, who had at their last visit, the day 
before, informed the parents that they had used every article in 
the materia medica (?) that is ever given for this disease, and 
without avail, and that, as nothing more could be done, they 
might expect the boy to die at any moment. I found him very 
much debilitated, pulse weak and so rapid that it was almost 
impossible to count it, tongue quite red, temperature high, eyes 
sunken, urine scanty and high colored, while the alvine dejections 
were almost constant, seeming to pass without his knowledge; in 
fact, he did not seem to be cognizant of anything that was passing 
in the room. Considering the length of time that he had been 
sick, and the prognosis of those who had had him in charge, I 
thought the case a very doubtful one; and, it being my first case 
in the county, I was loth to take charge of it, especially as I could 
not offer any encouragement to the parents. Yet, after repeated 
entreaties, I consented to do all I could. I placed him on the 
following: 

5 Salicin 3 ss. 

Hydrarg. cum Creta grs. jss. 

Misce. Tt. Chart No. 6. One to be taken every three hours. 

Me was also to have egg-nog ad libitum to sustain strength. 

August 29. — Found but little change, although his mother 
thought that the dejections were not quite so constant, and tem- 
perature a trifle lower. Ordered same treatment continued; also 
to have a little water off of toasted bread if he desired. Visited 
him again in the evening; found the pulse slower and somewhat 
stronger than in the morning, and the evacuations less frequent, 
and changing from a watery to a thick, greenish, pasty mass; 
urine same, or about the same, as at first visit. Treatment con- 
tinued, with instructions to give the medicine regularly through 
the night. 
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August 30. — Patient seemed decidedly better, bowels moving 
but three times daring the past twelve hours; pulse one hundred 
and twenty; temperature more nearly normal; urine about normal 
in quantity and color; and twice during the morning he had asked 
for some toast and coffee, which he ate with considerable relish. 
Same treatment continued. 

August 31. — Decidedly better, bowels moving but three times 
since my last visit; pulse one hundred; temperature normal; 
appetite almost ravenous. Directed him to have Castillo powders, 
boiled in milk, whenever he would have them; to have a powder 
of the salicin once in six hours only. 

^eptemher \, — Patient still improving; was ordered to continue 
the treatment as per the directions last given, and to let me know 
if any unforeseen complications arose. From that time until the 
present he has had no return of the difficulty, and is now in better 
health than ever before. 

Case II. — Was called on the morning of the 30th of August to 
see Harry McA., aged three years, who had been suffering for two 
weeks with a severe colliquative diarrhoea, for which his parents 
had tried many domestic remedies, besides having twice procured 
medicine of one of the physicians in Hampton, but to no avail. 
He was at once placed upon a prescription similar to that used in 
Case 1, which was continued for four or five days, when he was 
pronounced convalescent, and made a good recovery. He has not 
since been similarly troubled. 

Case III. — Was called September 1st to see Eddie C, aged one 
year, whom I found to be suffering from the same disease, and in 
about the same manner, as were those reported above. I placed 
him on the following: 

flfc Salicin grs. xxiv.' 

Hydrarg. cum Creta grs. ij. 

Glycerin Puris ^ j. 

M. Sig. One teaspoonf ul every three hours. 

In this case I used the glycerine from the fact that it, in a great 
measure, overcomes the extreme bitter taste of the salicin, so that 
it is the more readily taken by small children; in fact, children 
will take the remedy readily when administered in this form, who 
can not be induced to swallow it in any other form. In this case, 
as in the others, recovery was rapid. 

Case IV. — Was called September 2d to see Bertie M., aged two 
years, who was sffering from a severe diarrhoea, accompanied 
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with excessive vomiting, in fact, she had for several days retained 
scarcely a particle of food, either solid or liquid, and was so 
emaciated that her nearest neighbors scarcely recognized her. To 
allay the irritability of the stomach, I ordered a mustard draft 
applied over the epigastrium, and administered small portions of 
morphiffi sulphas, which had the desired effect in a short time. I 
then prepared for her a prescription similar to the one used in 
Case 3, save that I administered six grains of the salicin at each 
dose, and ordered her to have sherry wine, with raw egg whipped 
in it, ad libitum, > 

September 3. — Found the patient about the same as on yesterday, 
save that she seemed stronger and the vomiting had not yet 
returned. Ordered treatment continued as before, with addition 
of Castillo powders in milk if she desired it. 

September 4. — Patient seemed better this morning; passages less 
frequent and less watery; ate a very little this morning and 
retained it. Treatment continued. 

September 5-8. — Patient still improving; passages nearly 
normal, and bowels moving only three or four times during the 
twenty-four hours. Ordered same treatment continued, save that 
she was to have the medicine only once in six hours. 

September 1 1 . — Was told by the father that the diarrhoea had 
returned again, and that the patient was suffering considerably 
from colic. Upon investigation, I learned that she had been 
allowed to eat' a considerable quantity of boiled cabbage the day 
before, and that, within an hour or two after eating it, she had 
grown worse. I administered a small cathartic, to relieve, if 
possible, the bowels of any portion of the cabbage that might 
remain, and ordered the salicin continued (after the bowels had 
been moved by the medicine), a dose to be given every four hours 
until relieved. From this time the case progressed rapidly and 
favorably, and was soon discharged — well. 

Following this, I saw some eighteen other cases, notes of which 
I have kept, but which were so similar to those already reported 
that I will not detail them. Each of the above was treated in 
about the same manner as were those which I have detailed, and 
all made rapid and favorable recoveries. The last case I will 
report was the twenty-fourth that fell under my care during the 
latter part of the month of August and the month of September, 
and was the only one of the whole series which proved fatal. 

Was called on the morning of September 24th to see Laura S., 
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aged two and one-half years, who was suddenly attacked during 
the previous evening with severe vomiting and purging, which 
persisted, in spite of all that could be done by the family, until 
day- light, when I was sent for. Upon my arrival, I found the 
patient almost pulseless, with lips and face partially cyanosed, 
tongue quite red and pointed, urine almost entirely suppressed, 
extremities cold, respiration quick and hurried. I administered 
stimulants, ordered her feet bathed in hot mustard water, and 
prepared for her some powders, each of which contained ten grains 
of pepsin saccharat., five grains of bismuthi sub. carb., three 
grains of salicin, and half a grain of hydrarg. cum creta; and of 
these she was to have one every four hours, but shortly after taking 
the first powder she expired. The above case was one of interest 
to me, from the suddenness of the attack, and from its proving so 
rapidly fatal. 

If the above cases prove anything, and our experience is worth 
anything, they surely prove that the agent referred to is certainly 
a valuble one in cases of this kind; at least, I deem it worthy a 
trial by every physician who is called upon to treat cases where 
the bowels seem to have lost their tonicity. I should like to see 
the reports of others who have given the agent a fair trial in cases 
of this kind. — The Detroit Review of Medici?ie and Pharmacy ^ 
January, 1876. 
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DOCTORS AND NEWSPAPERS. 



BY A. G. FIELD, M. D. 



[Read before the Iowa State Medical Society, May 27th, 1876, Dea Mohies, Iowa.] 

From the JSt. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal, 

Every true scholar realizes that in whatever direction the en- 
ergies may have been employed, there is still much beyond his 
reach, and that in advancement he discerns even more clearly 
his own mental insufficiency. With such experiences, his own es- 
timate of his attainments is apt to be low, and a sense of modesty 
restrains him from publicity, and more particularly from being a 
a party himself to the publication of his own qualifications. The 
merchant may advertise and recommend his goods, and the shop- 
man his wares, and may do so extravagantly provided the 
representations be truthful, without doing violence to personal 
pride. But a member of a learned profession cannot do so with 



Doctors and Newspapers, 1 1 

the same impunity because his " stock in trade " consists of his 
own individual acquirements and endowments. It is as distasteful 
to him to claim preference, to exult in success, or to promise 
results on account of a physical peculiarity or hereditary trait, 
as it is to do so because of having pursued this or that line of 
study, or of having attained to this or that degree of proficiexicy. 
The conscientious professional man feels that the mere offering 
of his services as such, should be. sufficient, and that to do more 
would be to ignore the sensibilities which are generally associated 
with true worth. And these considerations afford the rationale 
in the paragraph in the code of ethics of the American Medical 
Association that enjoins against newspaper publicity for "the 
support of professional character." But those who happen to be 
in the chaii-sof Medical Institutions frequently get well advertized 
for the "support" of such, without perceptable damage to 
"professional character." Now-a-days it has become to be 
understood that there is true " dignity " only in true usefulness 
and efficiency, in positive rather than negative virtue* In view 
therefore of the modern constitution of the public mind, the 
question of occupying a position to receive a just and unstinted 
notice at the hands of the newspaper, when canvassed from a 
business or even from a philanthropic stand point, assumes quite a 
different aspect. A teacher in one of our public schools, recently 
asked a class, by Way of explaining the reason for the several parts 
in music, whether the human voice was made for the music, or the 
music for the human voice. And so perhaps we might ask ourselves 
whether the world was made for us, or we for the world. If we 
assume that the world was made for us, a fastidious regard for 
individual sentiment might be justifiable in treating with it, but 
M w^e do so while imposters are ingeniously sanding its peepers 
with tricks and printer's ink, it will be a very long time before a 
considerable portion of it will begin to see through our spectacles. 
And if there happens to be a sprinkle of philanthropy in our 
compositions, it does not enhance our comfort, while the world is 
learning the truth by slow induction, and uncertain experience. 
For, however humiliating the fact may be, it is nevertheless true 
that in this section at least, a large share of medical practice is 
done through the agency of printed advertisements and newspaper 
notices, by the most incompetent part of the profession. If there 
ifi virtue therefore, in real qualification, the public, by being 
deceived, derive but limited benefits therefrom, because the 
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advertiser supercedes the man of larger resources, who does not 
get into the newspapers. To say nothing of delays to natural 
recovery in cases of sickness as a consequence, it is more than 
probable that there are hundreds of deaths in this State every 
year that might have been prevented by judicious medical treat- 
ment. And it has been estimated that twenty thousand dollai'S 
are paid out every year in this city alone, for worthless or 
damaging medical practice, and those recipients of it who " travel " 
get away with the pay, and we are as a city, that much poorer 
for the deception. It therefore becomes a question which is 
sprung in a financial as well as philanthropic view, whether the 
better qualified portion of the medical profession, in yielding to 
the higher demands of conscience, does the greatest amount of 
good that it is capable of doing, whether it would not be better 
for the public, and better for the profession to pander to the public 
appetite in the presentation of such facts through the secular press 
and otherwise, as may tend to divert attention from that class 
whose greatest and often only proficiency, consists in newspaper 
advertising. 

There is another bearing of this question which should not be 
lost sight of. In Europe, where nearly one hundred years ago. 
Dr. Percival wrote his celebrated treatise on medical ethics, of 
which our code is a synopsis, a severe course of study extending 
through several years, is required by law, as a pre-requisite to the 
practice of medicine. 

In this country no sufiicient legal enactments protect commu- 
nities, nor restrain the most arrant medical impositions. And 
there is not likely to be any such protection and restraint. Any 
legislative bill for such purpose, unless it be so loose as to be 
impotent, is stigmatized as a doctor's movement, for the benefit 
of doctors. Legislators and governors, some of them, believe in 
quacks and commit themselves to their care. 

Those who practice delusions and impositions are industrious in 
the use of every means to entrap the credulous. A few straight 
and true men in every community speak out warnings of the evil, 
but their voice, muffled as it is by self-respect and restrained by 
the code, is small and weak as against the sounding clatter of better 
paid imposition. There are, as it appears from careful examination 
of the question, twenty people under the sway of the newspaper 
press to-day, where there was one thirty years ago wlien the code 
was adopted. And in general the public is better off for the 
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growth of the secular press. It is a mighty engine, throbbing 
with life force in the diffusion of knowledge among the masses, 
it is an adjudicator of numberless rights and relationships between 
individuals, and communities, and nations, and it is a potential 
balm for a thousand moral sores that afflict human society. But 
newspaper proprietors, who have pushed with such untiring energy, 
and who have grown to such opulence and power, are from love 
of money, and from misapprehending the real motives that restrain 
medical men from extending a more liberal patronage, almost in- 
variably arrayed on the side of quackery. They not only sell the 
space for all sorts of advertisements and stories, t6 parade before 
a public entirely uninformed as to matters whereof it is expected 
to sit in judgment, but they sell their influence and prestige, in 
the form of laudatory editorials, and the compensation received 
is, in many instances, a part of the proceeds from the swindles 
perpetrated upon their own patrons. That such advertisements 
and prestige are paid for does not invalidate the force of them 
with those for whom they are intended, nor does it avail for good 
to say that competent medical men do not pay newspapers. It is 
more than probable that if such practitioners paid newspapers 
more money, and were more generous toward their columns, that 
they would in the end, realize more satisfactory results, that the 
newspapers would be constrained to occupy a more consistent - 
position, and that there would be more people living ten years 
from now, than there will be under the present rule. Neither the 
secular press, that reaches out into all the questions that concern 
the well being of society, nor the medical profession that labors to 
place all science and all art under contribution to assuage human 
suffering and to prolong and utilize human life, can well afford to 
be alienated. The public good, and the cause of truth, demand 
harmony, concert of action and unity of purpose which can only 
be had upon some intermediate ground. The correctness of the 
professional position is not questioned, but its expediency is, for 
the newspaper influence, with the masses seems to have outgrown 
it, and conservatism and the restraints imposed by the code are 
taken advantage of to the detriment of both the public and the 
profession. The " healing art " is the custodian of the highest 
interests of the people; and while those interests are antagonized 
by combinations that know no truth, ne conscience, and no law 
except that of " barter and exchange," would it not be better for 
every true philanthropist to be free to obey the dictates of his own 
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judgment in deriving benefit from the secular press or any other 
power, for good. Other professions yield to the pressure and 
accept of the advantages the newspaper affords. They do not 
pretend to conform to codes of ethics which reject the most 
effectual medium of communication with the public, leaving it to 
be monopolized and exclusively used by those who are willing to 
sacrifice professional honor in hope of pecuniary success, and by 
quacks. And they are not degraded by similar monstrosities, that 
might have been incubated and fattened, as the reflex result 
of their own advancement. The well-spring of life for such, is 
made to contribute to their own vitality. The editorial profession, 
although sometimes by the hand of publishers, fill long columns 
with favorable notices from their brethren, by way of recommend- 
ing their productions to public favor. The legal profession is no 
stranger to clever newspaper notices, and their cases, including 
evidence, arguments and decisions, are published in the daily prints, 
without producing a shock to the proverbial modesty of attorneys. 
Ministers not unfrequently announce to the public beforehand in 
the newspaper columns the subjects of their discourses by way of 
attracting congregations, and do not blush when their sermons are 
published entire, or their ministerial ability is the subject of an 
editorial paragraph. And instances are not wanting, where the 
exploits of aspiring members in good standing in our own pro- 
fession, have been the subject of extravagant newspaper netices. 
Such occurrences are always "unavoidable" or "accidental" or 
" very mortifying to the pride " of the recipients, but if a revision 
of the code should remove the occasion for the Iving there is about 
such matters, it is fair to presume that among other benefits, would 
be that of improving professional morals. 
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DROSERA ROTUNDIFOLIA. 

{Sun-dew.) 

ft 

BY A. F. PATTBE, M. D., BOSTOX, MASS. 



N'atural Order. — Droseracece. 

Genkrio Character. — Stamens 5; styles 3, or sometimes 5, 
deeply notched; 2 parted, so they are taken tor 6 or 10 slender; 
stigmatose above on inner face. Pod globular or oblong; 3 (rarely 
5,) valved; the valves bearing the numerous seeds on their middle 
for the whole length. Low perennials, the leaves covered with 
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garnet gland-bearing bristles. Flowers one-sided, raceme-like 
on a naked scape. 

Specific Character. — Leaves orbicular, abruptly removed into 
the spreading hairy petioles. It usually has from two or three to 
five or six leaves, generally extended more or less horizontally, 'but 
sometimes extending vertically upward. The leaves are commonly 
a little broader than long. The whole upper surface is covered 
with gland-bearing filaments or tentacles. Each leaf has from 130 
to 260 glands which secrete an extremely viscid fluid, forming in 
large drops and glittering in the sun like dew-drops. Seeds, 
spindle-shaped. Flowers, white. 

Habitat. — Bogs and muddy shores of Ponds and Rivers. 

Peculiar Character. — Insectiverous. 

Tne fluid secreted by the leaves, is attractive to insects; but, 
when an unlucky fly, in search of food alights upon it, the irritable 
tentacles slowly close and enfold him in their fatal embrace. Then 
the leaf secretes a fluid similar to the gastric juice, which slowly 
digests him, and is absorbed by the leaf for the nourishment of the 
plant. * 

In the summer of 1862, I commenced a series of experiments 
with the Sun-dew. Gathering a pound of the leaves I brui^d 
them well in a mortar and added the following: 

Glycerine 1 iv.* 

Water 3 x. 

Alcohol 1 ii. 

It remained in a glass bottle securely stoppered for one week. 
I then filtered it. The appearance was rather pleasing to the eye. 

July 23rd, 1862, 6 A. M., took 10 drops and repeated every two 
hours throughout the day. The only ^effect I noticed was that my 
digestion was improved, and less flatulence than usual. Continued 
the medicine for one week. 

July 80th, 6 A. M., took 20 drops and repeated every 2 hours, 
and continued one week. The improved condition of digestion 
remained the same, and my weight had increased two pounds, 
which I wholly attributed to the improved digestion and assimila- 
tion. I gave the same quantity to four others in health, and the 
result was the same. 

At this time I was called to see Miss L. aged 18, who had been 
suffering from nervous vomiting for the last three weeks, during 
which time, she had taken various remedies but with no beneficial 

* Further dotaila, see Darwin on Inaectiverous Plants. 
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result. When called to see her she had vomited twenty times 
Juriug the day. The matter ejected, was small quantities of un- 
♦ligested food with frothy mucous. I gave 10 drops of tinct. 
Drosera, which she retained in her stomach. I then ordered the 
dose to be repeated every hour, unless the patient was sleeping. 
The vomiting ceased, and with proper food she recovered in live 
days. No relapse. 

In the Fall of 1862, Mr. N. aged 55, came to me for treatment; 
for what several physicians had pronounced to be cancer in the 
stomach. He had suffered from severe attacks of pain and 
frequent vomiting for five years. He was discouraged. Had re- 
sorted to morphia for the past year, for relief from pain, that had 
produced a general derangement of the whole system. I gave him 
40 drops every hour. Stopped the morphia and continued the 
treatment 42 days. At the end of that lime he was well. No 
relapse. It is quite evident that this was no cancer; but a case 
of gastric disorder, aggravated by the narcotics taken. 

Case HI. Mrs. F., aged 40, sick 28 days; taken quite suddenly 
with nausea and vomiting of frothy mucous. . Tongue red and dry. 
The most simple food not retained in the stomach, and the 
countenance presented that pinched and anxious look characteristic 
of some kinds of mineral poisoning. She had been under a severe 
and exhaustive treatment when I saw her. Ten drop doses of the 
Drosera every two hours produced quick and permanent relief. 
She was well in six days, no relapse. 

Case IV. Miss F., aged 30, sick two months, had been under 
the care of her family physician who pronounced it chronic ulcer 
of the stomach. Her symptoms indicated severe gastric disorder. 
Mve drop doses every two hours relieved her of the nausea and 
vomiting in ten days. She disobeyed orders in diet and had a 
relapse which lasted four days. I continued the treatment and she 
was well in 20 days. I have used it in more than a hundred 
similar cases, and the results have been equally as good. Its 
influence is principally on the sympathetic nervous system, for I 
have observed that it has a marked influence over spasmodic cough, 
and the irritating cough of commencing tubercular disease of the 
lungs. 

Cask V. Miss P. aged 17, had a dry spasmodic cough, especially 
at night, when lying down — for tne past three months; appetite 
poor, bowels irregular, urine pale, menses scanty, rather anaemic, 
dullness in apex of the left lung; loud murmuring, pulse 102. 
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Temp. 100°. Family history. — ^Mother died of consumption, also 
a sister, about one year ago. I gave her five drops of the tincture 
every three hours through the day; I made a change in her diet 
to plain, nourishing food. The medicine so controlled the cough 
that in five days she was apparently free from it. She walked 
over a mile in a strong wind, and the next day had considerable 
hemorrhage from the lungs; this was followed by purulent ex- 
pectoration and the patient died in two months. 

I give this case only to show the infiueace the Drosera had in 
controlling the cough, without producing any of those untoward 
symptoms that are so often the result of any efforts in that 

direction. 
Case YI. Miss. F. aged 18, sick eight months; has a large 

cavity in apex of left lung. Pulse 120, temp. 102°; has beea 
harassed for four weeks with a spasmodic cough, that has greatly 
emaciated her; has gone through the list of the various narcotics 
and sedatives, but with scarcely perceptible relief. The only 
relief experienced was from the use of the steam atomizer, which, 
however, ceased to benefit after the first ten days. After a treat- 
ment of five drops of the tinct. Drosera, every half hour for five 
days, T had the satisfaction of seeing that the cough had lost its 
spasmodic nature, and was only what was necessary to expectorate 
the mucous pus, <fec., from the lungs. Change of climate, cod 
liver oil, Hypophosphite of Lime and proper food, she apparently 

recovered. 
Case YII. Mrs. A., aged 30, sick two years. This patient had a 

long attack of that peculiar nature, termed Rheumatic Gout, or 

Rheumatoid Arthritis, she has had the pain in various parts of the 

body and has been occasionally crippled, but has never had the 

swelling generally attendant. For the past two years it has 

seemed to localize itself in the left lung; and of late the right has 

been more or less, the seat of considerable pain, and disagreeable 

feeling. In the inferior part of the left lung there are a number 

of cavities with considerable cheesey deposit. She has recently 

had two severe attacks of pleurisy; but during the whole two 

years the cough has been severe, keeping her awake at night and 

greatly reducing her strength. Narcotics afforded no relief, unless 

taken in large quantities, and then the prostration, nausea, <&c. 

was so great that she dreaded the repetition. Her appetite was 

generally, pretty good, but the long continued racking cough had 

greatly exhausted and emaciated her; there had been a faulty 

2 
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nutrition throughout the disease that could not be overcome by the 
usual tonic, alterative, and dietetic treatment. 

I commenced by giving her twenty drops of the Drosera every 
two hours, and continued this for ten days, when the cough had so 
greatly improved, that I reduced it to four times a day. She kept 
on gaining and in three months made a journey to Minnesota. 
The sudden change of temperature, and cold, bracing air, brought 
on an attack of pneumonia, which lasted fourteefn days; during 
which she expectorated large masses of thick, curdy substance, 
with the brown sputa. But she recovered, and when last heard 
from she called herself well. Had gained forty pounds in flesh. 
The cough did not regain its old spasmodic nature during the 
attack of pneumonia. 

I would like to add the following case of measles and then will 
close this somewhat lengthy, but to me, exceedingly interesting 
subject. 

Master L., aged 10 years, sick with measles three days when I 
first saw him, a severe, dry, teasing cough continuously; all the 
mucous membranes in a high state of irritation; pulse 120; temp. 
104°; bowels loose, urine scanty. Gave him five drpps tinct. 
Drosera every two hours, — no other medicine^ in twenty-four 
hours the cough was so modified that he coughed but three times 
in the next twelve hours, and the next day — or in thirty-six houi*s 
from the first dose, it had left him entirely. In six other cases the 
result was quite as satisfactory. 
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BECOVERY FROM A SEVERE O-UN-SHOT 

WOUND. 



WM. H. HOBB, M. D., SALMON PALLS, N. H. 



On the arrival of the 8-30 P. M. train, from Portsmouth, N. H., 
Sept. 4th, 1875, I was summoned to the depot to attend Hermon 
C, aged 21 years. On arriving at the station I learned that he 
with other associates had been practicing target shooting with 
their revolvers, during the P. M. at New Castle, about two miles 
distant from Portsmouth; that about 4 o'clock as a comrade handed 
him the revolver it was accidentally discharged. The ball 32-lOOths 
of an inch in diameter, entered the right breast between the '5th 
and 6th ribs, about f in external to the nipple, he fell instantly but 
rose without assistance, and was taken to Portsmouth in a carriage 
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where he was cared for by a suBgeon who probed the wound and 
decided that the ball was lodged in the lung, about three inches 
from its point of entrance (of this I did not feel confident.) From 
Portsmouth he was brought to this place in the cars, 16 miles. I 
found him bleeding slightly from the external wound, and ex- 
pectorating blood quite freely; pulse about 60 and rather feeble, 
but little pain unless in motion; he was taking stimulants. I 
directed that he be taken to his residence about 2 miles distant in 
a carriage. I drove on in advance to inform the family of the 
accident. On reaching home I placed him in bed immediately and 
gave Morph. Sulph., gr. l-5th, with stimulants, and ordered cold 
water dressing to the chest. The hemorrhage ceased entirely after 
a few hours; he slept but little during the night, notwithstanding 
the morphia was repeated twice in gr. |^ doses. The next day I 
found a violent inflammation of the right lung and pleura being 
established; prescribed Tinct. Aconite Rad. and Fluid Ext. 
Vei'atrum Viride, alternated in drop doses every hour, Morph. 
Sulph. gs. to render the pain endurable, and ground flax seed 
poultice to the right side of the chest. 

Similar treatment was continued through the violence of the 
inflammation which threatened to tei*minate the case fatally at any 
hour during the first four days. Pulse rose as high as 136; temp. 
106°, respiration, 44. I will here state that I did not probe the 
wound, thinking it a useless procedure. 

A few days later the above treatment gave place to stimulants, 
and tonics. At the end of ten days he was able to move sufl&ciently 
as to allow me to examine his back for the bail. After thorough 
manipulation, I discovered a hard substance over the region of th« 
right kidney; as there was no corresponding tumor on the left side 
I concluded it must be the ball. He continued to improve rapidly 
and at the end of four .weeks was able to sit up several hours 
during the day. He then decided to have the ball removed, but 
refused to take an anaesthetic. "On the morning of the 28th Sept., 
I proceeded to extract the ball, with the valuable assistance of Di. 
Chas. T. Trafton, first freezing the surface with an ether spray. 
The ball was found just beneath the lumbar fascia and after con- 
siderable trouble was removed, to the great satisfaction of both the 
patient and operator. 

Had I supposed the ball beneath the lumbar fascia, I should 
nevei have undertaken the operation without first giving the 
patient ether. The ball was considerably flattened, showing signs 



20 Journal of Materia Medica, 

of having met with some hard substance in its route through the 
body. Two weeks after the operation, the patient walked to my 
office, 2 miles; said he preferred walking, as riding in a carriage 
caused him much pain. He eats and sleeps well; has a slight 
cough with some pain at times through the lung. There is evidence 
of consolidation of lung tissue, in the immediate region of the 
wound. Though it is improving each week, I have said nothing 
of the course of the ball in its route through the body, I leave it 
for the reader to conjecture as I have. The revolver was held in 
nearly a horizontal position when discharged. He is and has been 
taking during the last two months, the Elixir lodo-Bromide 
Calcium Comp. Dec. 1st, 1875. 
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O-ALLIC ACID IN THE TREATMENT OF 

ALBUMINURIA. 



Dr. J. T. Jameson, of South Otse'c, Chenango Co., N. Y., 
reports {American Practitioner) two cases of albuminuria follow- 
ing scarlatina, successfully treated with gallic acid. The first case 
was a boy aged about twelve years; the symptoms were very severe. 
There was oedema of the face and lower extremities, but no 
effusion into the thoracic or abdominal cavities; violent headache; 
blindness; there had been four or five strong epileptiform con- 
vulsions; urine was scanty and contained blood, resembling 
exactly water in which fresh beef had been washed, and coagulating 
about one-half on testing with heat and nitric acid. To relieve 
the cerebral symptoms, a blister was applied to the neck, sinapisms 
to the extremities and lumbar region, cold to the head, and two or 
three doses of a mercurial with bi-tartrate of potassa. This was 
followed by iodide of potassium and a teaspoonful of a saturated 
solution of gallic acid every two hours. The acid was given in 
this manner for five days and nights in succession, the patient 
rapidly improving under its use, and the urine becoming more 
copious and less bloody. It was continued for twenty-two days, 
only at longer intervals, and at that date the urine when tested 
manifested the slightest possible trace of albumen, although the 
boy at this time was around the house and apparently perfectly 
recovered, having been so for a number of days. The tinct. ferri 
ehloridi was given in small doses, and completed the cure. 

The second case occurred in a girl about six years of age. The 
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eruption was very livid and the skin had desquamated. The child 
recovered well from the fever, and was about the house. She went 
into a cold room to play with other children, and a day or two 
after, the face became (Edematous; there was pain in the head; 
slight fever; urine quite bloody, and on testing in the usual 
manner presented considerable coagulation. The patient was put 
upon a saturated solution of gallic acid, a teaspoonful every two 
hours. In seven days the urine was free from albumen and 
copious in quantity, and the child seemed well, with the exception 
of debility, for which the muriated tincture of iron was prescribed. 
About ten d^ys after this, in consequence of fresh exposure to 
cold, there was a slight relapse, the urine becoming again bloody 
and the face puffed; but on resuming the gallic acid for a few days 
these symptoms speedily subsided and the recovery became 
permanent. In this case the gallic acid was administered un- 
accompanied by any other medicine, except an occasional dose 
of castor-oil to regulate the action of the bowels. 

Remarks. — The treatment hitherto generally adopted in this 
affection has been that of acting derivatively on the bowels by 
means of mercurials, followed by such diuretics as digitalis, sweet 
spirits of nitre, acetate of potash, etc. ; but if future experience 
should confirm the efficiency of gallic acid, I cannot but think we 
shall possess a remedy superior to any of the above. The gallic 
aoid, if I understand its action aright, enters the blood unchanged, 
and unchanged is carried directly to the congested and inflamed 
capillaries of the secernent portion of the kidneys, acting as an 
astringent and tonic upon them, promgting their contraction, and 
thus arresting the exudation of red blood corpuscles and promoting 
the normal secretion of urine. I have seen no unpleasant effects 
from its administration as freely as above represented. It does not 
disturb the stomach nor interfere with the appetite or digestion, 
b«t it does tend to constipate the bowels somewhat, rendering 
necessary the occasional use of a mild laxative. If in the com- 
mencement of the case there should exist considerable fever, with 
coated ton^e, I think that it would be well, prior to the exhibition 
of gallic acid, to act pretty freely upon the bowels by a brisk 
catjhartic. 

[In TTie Lancet of December 1, 1849, Mr. Sampson relates four 
«ase8 of what was probably Bright's disease, in which this method 
of treatment proved successful. Dr. H. C. Wood, Jr., in his 
Treatise on Therapeutics, says that in certain forms of Bright *s 
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disease he has found the remedy serviceable in lessening an 
abnormally large excretion of albumen. Prof. Still6 (Vol. L, p. 
229) says: " It is not to be expected that gallic acid can effect a 
cure in Bright's disease of the kidney, but it may, even in all forms 
of that disease, diminish the amount of albumen secreted, just as 
muriated tincture of iron is known to do. In those cases of 
albuminuria, however, which depend upon temporary causes, as 
cold, the influence of scarlatina, perhaps conjoined with cold, etc.> 
the urine may be restored to its normal condition, and gallic acid 
is one means by which this restoration may be accomplished if the 
treatment usually adopted during the acute stage of the affection 
shall have failed to cure. One part of gallic acid being soluble in 
one hundred parts of cold water, the saturated solution mentioned 
by Dr. Jameson would contain about half of a grain to the tea- 
spoonful. — Ed.] — New Remedies^ Oct. 1875. 
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LOCAL USE OF CHLORAL HYDRATE. 



Mr. Charles A. Peabody, House Surgeon to the City Hospital, 
at Worcester, Mass., makes the following report of his experience 
with the local use of chloral. {Canada Med, Record^ May, 1875.) 

I began to use chloral externally about ten months ago in Dis- 
pensary practice, experimentally. In this I was associated with 
Dr. E. Warner, also of the Dispensary staff. 

It was first tried in a 5 grain solution, on a small unhealthy ulcer 
of the leg, with most gratifying result; the dirty unhealthy 
surface of the sore became clean, healthy granulations sprang ' up, 
and the ulcer was soon healed. 

After this many ulcers of this kind were treated in this way, 
and with uniform success, they beginning at once to assume a 
healthy aspect and soon healing. It was found advisable however, 
usually to reduce the strength of the solution to 3 grs. to the 
ounce of water, after the first two or three days, as it seemed to 
be then too stimulating. 

Encouraged by this success we began to extend its use to 
chronic eczema, one very aggravated case of which I have in mind, 
which was at once much relieved, and within two weeks almost 
entirely cured. In this case a three grain solution was used from 
the first, and no other application whatever was allowed. 

I have also found it to be, in varying strength, a most excellent 
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application in cases of offensive perspiration and offensive dis- 
charge. It has not the powerful and persistent odor of carbolic 
acid, and is in many cases to be preferred. 

In hospital practice the chloral wash has not disappointed my 
expectations. I have in mind two cases where its good effects 
were very marked. The first case was an amputation of the thigh, 
performed for disease of the limb. The wound was dressed with 
carbolic acid; the flaps did not unite at all, but the cut surfaces 
assumed, after a few days, an unhealthy look, and became covered 
with patches of membranous character. Chloral 4 grs. to the 
ounce was applied, and the very next day all the membranous 
patches had disappeared, and the wound began to look healthy, 
and granulations! were seen springing up over nearly all its surface. 

The other case is in hospital now: the foot was amputated 
through the metatarsal bones for railroad injury. The healing 
process progressed slowly for a while, and then seemed to come to 
a stand-still, and for two weeks no progress whatever could be 
detected, but the surface of the wound assumed a dirty, unhealthy 
appearance. Then a 5 gr. chloral wash was applied with immediate 
good effect. The next day the wound looked healthy, and the 
process of repair seems now, after three days' use of the chloral, 
to be fairly started into activity. 

Thus, I have briefly indicated the results upon which I base my 
very favorable opinion of chloral as an external application. Of 
course, if used indiscriminately and unskillf uUy, it may disappoint, 
but it has its place, and if intelligently and judiciously used will 
not fail, I think, of giving very general satisfaction. 

There are a few points worthy of notice in which chloral in 
solution contpares favorably with carbolic acid; these are as 
follows: 

1. It does not have the unpleasant smell of carbolic acid, while 
it is yet a very excellent deodorizer and anti-septic; it will even, 
in great measure, deodorize carbolic acid itself. 

2. It is a much neater and cleaner dressing than the carbolized 
oil which is so frequently used. 

3. It does not stain or rather fix stains, as carbolic acid does; 
an important consideration where sheets, etc., are of any value. 

4. It does not ^^kill granulations" as carbolic acid does, but 
stimulates them. 



24 Journal of Materia Medica. 

OP 

Therapeutics and Materia Medica. 



Treatment of Croup. 

Dr. Lesdorf, says the Doctor^ contribntes the following treat- 
ment of croup : At the outset an emetic is to be given, sulphate 
of copper in small doses every quarter of an hour (until vomiting 
is produced) being the best; after vomiting, the copper is to be 
given every two hours, in doses of one-eighth to half grain. The 
dyspnoea generally ceases after vomiting has once occurred. The 
administration of copper is to be continued for a day or two until 
the dry whistling cough has changed its character. A cold 
eempress is to be applied round the neck immediately after 
vomiting. If the dyspncea seems not to yield, a vapor bath is to 
be given, as follows: a wooden vessel, containing eight to ten 
quarts of hot water, half to three-quarters of a pint of vinegai", 
and a handful of meal, it is to be placed at the foot of the child's 
bed; a quilt is then to be suspended over the bed, so that one end 
is to cover the vessel, and the other so arranged that the vapor, m 
escaping, must pass over the child's head. A red-hot iron is then 
to be placed in the vessel, and left there so long as it develops the 
hot acid vapor. This bath is to be repeated every two hours, 
night and day, while there is any danger. The very best results 
may be anticipated from this method of treatment, and operative 
interference, even in acute cases, may often be prevented by 
energetically carrying it out. 

Cancer from a Clinical Stand-Point. 

Prof. MissBAUM {Allg, Weiner Med, Zeitung — Clinic^ May 1, 
1875) concludes an interesting discussion upon cancer as follows: 

(1) Cancer is a hyperplasia of the epithelium, which extends 
toward and crowds upon the connective tissue, produces ulceration 
on very slight irritation, debilitates the person by hemorrhages and 
ichorous discharges, and, finally, its particles, extending throughout 
the entire body, causes similar growths and destructive changes in 
other organs, and subsequent death. 

(2) Among its causes we must reckon advanced age, mental 
anxiety and grief. All tissues whicb, as warts, cicaltrices, etc., 
occupy an immediate position between epithelium and connective 
tissue, predispose to it. Parts frequently irritated, and not 
followed by inflammation, are frequently attacked. Cancer is not 
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hereditary, and is not contagious. In the beginning it is a purely 
local affection, and becomes a dyscrasia only after extension. 

(3) Humoral infection is to be distinguished from the cancerous 
dyscrasia. The former may entirely disappear, and never con- 
tra-indicate an operation. 

(4) The recurrence of cancer is either continuous, as when the 
elements have not been entirely removed; or regular, if the 
neighboring morbid tissues be disposed to the formation, or when 
some of the particles have been carried through the circulating 
medium^to a distant part of the body. 

(5) Cancer is radically curable by an early and extensive 
operation. 

(6) According to carefully computed statistics, patients who 
haveJI^een operated upon live considerably longer than those in 
whom this procedure has been omitted. 

(7) All remedies acting on the tissues, on nerves and blood, 
should be considered in deciding upon treatment. First in rank is 
an extended'operation. Caustics are often useful, especially after 
removal of the growth. Iodine, arsenic and cundurango are all 
valuable for internal administration. 



Zinc Phosphide in Skin Diseases. 

Dr. A. Thompson {Glasgoio Medical Journal^ Oct., 18 74) 
highly recommends the use of zinc phosphide in. herpes and 
many other skin diseases. He believes that it acts remedially in 
one or more of the following modes: 

(1) Upon the capillary circulation, in small doses it causes a 
contraction of the vessels. In large doses it dilates the vessels. 

(2) It improves the tone of the general circulation, when given 
in small doses for a sufficient time. 

(3) He regards the pain of neuralgias as due to some interference 
with the proper supply of blood to the nerve. An ordinary dose 
is three-fourths of a grain. 

Bronnide of Ammonium In Catamenial Excesses. 

Dr. J. R. Black, of Newark, Ohio, has often tested the efficiency 
of this preparation in non-structural excesses, and he speaks 
{Cinctrtnati Lancet and Observer, May, 1874) with confidence of 
its valirable powers. He says he no more certainly anticipates the 
arrest of an attack of ague by the administration of quinia, than 
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does he anticipate the control of the forms of catamenial excess 
referred to by the proper administration of the bromide of am- 
monium. In the administration of the remedy, an essential rale is 
that its use shall precede the expected period by at least ten days. 
Its administration only during the crisis will do very little if any 
good. The sedative influence of the remedy must precede and 
accompany the stage of ovarian and uteriae vascular engorgement, 
which itself precedes the flow by several days. Any associated 
disorder, which has even a remote bearing upon the menstrual 
excess, should, of course, receive appropriate attention. 



Compound Tincture of Benzoin in Chronic Dysentery. 

Mr. Donaldson obsei'ves that the use of this remedy having 
again been revived by Surgeon W. J. Charlton, is beginning to be 
frequently used in Burmah. The combination usually prescribed 
by Dr. C'harlton is: 

5 Tinct. Benzoini Co 3 i. 

" Catechu Co 3 i. 

" Opii m. X. 

Kxt. Hajmatoxyli gr. x. 

' Aquae I i. 

Ft. haust. To be given three times a day. It oeeasion.-illy h;i[»pen8, 
particularly in those cases where ipecacuanha has been uuiiecessarily 
persisted in, that the stomach becomes intolerant of the medicine. 
In such a contingency it may be administered by the rectum with 
equally good effects, from one to four drachms being employed in 
combination with mucilage, tincture of opium, etc., for each 
enema. — New Remedies, Oct., IS^S. 

Prevention of the Fornnation of Milk. 

Dr. Peaslee said that he had received from Dr. W. R. Wilson, 
U. S. Army, stationed at Fort Wayne, a communication in regard 
to the treatment of the breasts in cases where it was desirable tO' 
prevent lactation. Dr. Wilson wishes him to get the opinion of 
the Academy on the subject. Dr. Wilson's method consisted in 
strapping the breasts tightly after delivery, by means of strips of 
adhesive plaster. Dr. Peaslee said since his attention had been 
directed to the matter by Dr. Wilson, he had tried it in five cases 
of still-birtks, where it was desirable to suppress the milk. In all 
of the five cases the results were perfect. The method of using 
extract of belladonna had never been satisfactory, and the sug- 
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gestion of Dr. Wilson was very important. — Canada Lancet, 
December, 1875. 

Diabetes. 

A complete cure of this affection is related in the Bahai Med, 
Gazette, by me^ns of phenic acid, two and a half grains night and 
morning, in a vehicle of mint-water. The patient a teacher of 
iHusic, had been struct from his saddle by a falling tree. Trom- 
mer's test had shown a very large amount of glucose or grape sugar 
in the urine. 

Catarrh. 

The following formula will cure catarrh. In five years ex- 
perience we have not met a case in which it failed to perform a 
cure. 

3 Sulphate Aluminas grs. v. to x. 

Aqua rosas | j. Mix. 

The above will be found beneficial in any case of mucus dis- 
charge, leucorrhoea, gonorrhoea. Externally apply to foul ulcers, 
but use XXX grs. to the ounce of water. — Eclectic Med, Jour,, 
Dec, 1875. 

Chilblains. 

Rub the following on the affected parts: 

5 Acidi, Muriatici 

Tr. opii , . aa f | i. 

Aqua f I ij- Mix. — Ibid, 

To Deprive Iodine of its Stain. 

5 Carbolic Acid gtts. x. 

Tr. Iodine ^ i. Mix. 

This not only deprives the tincture of its stain, but it also 

increases its efficacy. It may also be rendered stainless by adding 

a little aqua ammonia. — Ibid, 

Nervous Dyspepsia. 

5 Hydrastis Canadensis 

Cardui Benedicti aa | j. 

Vini xerici Oij. — Mix. 

Teaspoonful three times a day immediately after eating. — Ibid, 

Hemorrhoides. 

5 Fluid Ext. Ergot 3 ss. 

Aqua ^88. Mix. 
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Inject after each fecal discharge. Cases of fifteen years stand- 
ing have been cured by the above treatment. Enlargement of the 
spleen has been cured by hypodermic injections of ergot. — Ibid, 
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Flrwein iu Bronchitis and Consumption. 

Letter from Dr. Leaning, Fly Creek, N. Y., January 10th, 1876. 

Gents. — Some five or six weeks since I sent to you for some of your 
FiRWEiN, you sent me two pound bottles. I wanted to try it in the case 
of my only son, aged 18 years, he had been sick with congestion of his 
right lung, which rapidly hepatized, and at the time of receiving the 
Firwein threatened to break down rapidly, all thought as well as myself 
that he would soon die with quick consumption. I immediately put him 
upon the Firwein, and Cod Liver Oil and Lime, and have kept him on 
them since ; at that time he could not help himself, but now he is all about 
the house ; his cough has stopped entirely, and he is gaining flesh and 
strength rapidly. I attribute his cure to this treatment. All are surprised 
to see him gain so rapidly and you may rest assured I am greatly pleased. 

I have also given it in the same manner to Miss , aged 14 years, who 

was given up by all her attendants to die with consumption. Her disease 
was severe Bronchitis, but under this treatment she is rapidly improving 
and will get well. 



Firwein in Chronic Bronchitis. 

From a Physician in Wisconsin. January 8, 1876. 

* * I have recently treated a case of Chronic Bronchitis, with the mest 

marked results, I was really astonished to see such quick response from the 

Firwein. I deem it a good expectorant, diaphoretic and tonic. I fully 

concur with Drs. Bates and Nissley, in their opinions as to its merits, 

and predict for it a high reputation, it must stand among the foremost 

remedies for diseases ol the throat and lungs. Many thanks are due to 

Messrs. Tildein & Co., for the many valuable additions to our list of 

remedies, they are justly entitled to our gratitude and confidence." 

The above and other cases will soon be reported for the Journal of 
Materia Medica. A. M. P. 



Firwen in Pneumonia, Clironic Asthma, and I>iabetes Mel- 
litus. Cases reported by Dr. X. 1". Bates. 

I have now under treatment a case of Pneumonia, in a lady aged 70 
years, complicated with chronic Asthma, in wbich I have prescribed 
** Firwein" with very gratiiying results. The expectoration which at the 
time of my visiting her, was profuse and debilitating in its effects, readily 
succumbed and to my astonishment the asthmatical paroxysms are less, 
and lessening daily, l»oth in frequency and severity. 



Editorial. 29 

I am also using the Firwein in a very obstinate case of Diabetes Mellitus 
under its influence both the quantity of urine and sacchariDe element hare 
greatly diminished. The former by nearly one-third, and the latter nearly 
fifty per cent. My patient has up to date been taking the medicine only 
about one month. I am confident a cure will be effected. I hope to report 
the result in due time, in both these cases. 

January 15, 1876. The case of Diabetes referred to, has progressed 
faTorable, the quantity of urine, to the normal state, the saccharine 
element almost entirely disappeared. Patient so far recovered that I have 
dismissed her with injunction to continue the remedy. 

Dr. Paine of New York, has been using Firwein for a month, in the 
St. Elizabeth^s Hospital, in almost every phase of pulmonary complaints, 
with satisfactory results. 

Firwein in Bronchitis. 

**In the Summer of 1875, 1 was taken with a racking cough, for which 
I used several well-known remedies — some that had always helped me 
before, but they gave me no relief, and my cough grew worse, so that I 
lost all ambition in doing any kind of business. Last October, I was 
obliged to give up all work, and for six weeks was confined to my room. 
Getting better I again resumed work, but a slight cold brought back my 
eough, which kept increasing. I had but little appetite, and my stomach 
was very weak, could" keep nothing on it but the lightest kind of food. 
In November last, I met Mr. Lbland, your Agent. — He had with him some 
sample bottles of •* Firwein." He gave m a bottle, and requested me to 
give it a trial. I had bat little faith in the Firwein, but to please, him, 
whom I had known for several years, I consented to give it a trial. I used 
up the sample bottle, and derived some benefit. I still coughed, but the 
.cough was easier. I raised more than usual, and with greater ease. I 
then ordered through him, three bottles of the *' Firwein." Have taken 
about a dessert-spoonful of the same three times a day, before, meals. 
Since taking it have been improving every day, and at this time I am 
feeling quite smart — have a good appetite and a far better voice. Since 
using it I have had no night sweats, or hemorrhage. 

I have used about two pint bottles of the Firwein up to this date, and 
shall continue its use. Tour truly, W. HOLCOMB. 



SUJLPHATE CI»CHONII>IA. 

BY W. T. CLBLAND, M. D., KKWANNA, IND. 

PeruviaD Bark was introduced into Europe in 1632, and since that time has 
been steadily growing in popularity with medical men, and is now ranked among 
^e most valuable agents to combat disease. So extensively is it now used in 
both the old and new world, that the Cinchona Tree barely supplies the demand 
created by the various preparations of it. The most recent ^d perhaps most 
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useful preparation, is the kemical jA^oduction lately introduced — Sulphatje of 

CiNOHONIDIA. 

This new preparation is very similar in appearance to Sulph. Quinine, 
in long silky crystals, more soluble in cold water and less bitter than the latter 
salU Foi^ some years past there has been known to exist this chemical, but its 
composition was uncertain. It is well known that Quinine under some con- 
ditions of the stomach and bowels is inadmissible, producing irrit>ation, and also 
in very many instances producing a bad effect upon the brain and nervous 
system, which we in our treatment of various cases, wish to avoic^ This 
prepartion is not as powerful in its effects upon the system as Bulph, Quinia, 
but from the experience of those who have used it in the treatment of Bilious 
Remittent and Intermittent Fevers, in all their tjrpes have been more successful 
in effecting cures than with Quinia. It seems to be better adapted to the 
diseases of childhood than Quinia, and is admirably suited to those cases 
requiring a tonic or febrifuge, in which at the same time there is a great 
tendency to diarrhoea, or where it already exists, or where there is irritation of 
any portion of the mucous membrane of tlie intestinal canal, *'and from 
peculiarity of constitution are ill able to bear the more powerful alkaloids.^' 
.In my own investigations with Cinchonidia, I have, during the past year, 
tested its merits, having heretofore used Sulph Quinine and Sulph Cinchonia 
exclusively in a practice of 80 years, and in a locality where malarious fevers 
in aM their multiplied forms have predominated, and especially during the past 
season, having had an unusually wet spring and summer, followed with a dry 
Fall, producing an abundance of chills and fever, not a single case but has 
been cured with Cinchonidia. I have also used it with success in Puerperal 
fever. . in Bilious Pneumonia, and in congestive forms of fever, ^ith a 
Typhoid tendency, where much irritation of the stomach and bowels existed, 
producing none of that unpleasant roaring in the ears and head. We also have 
the experience of a host of eminent praetitioners in the United States and 
Eurojw, among the number. Dr. Cullkn and Prof. Pepper who states that 
he believed it to be more efficacious than Quinine in malarial fevers, and tlie 
former wh* treated 129 cases of intermittent fever with success. 

Most all the Medical Officers in the various hospitals and benevolent 
institutions of our own and foreign countries employed in using this alkaloid, 
seem fully impressed with the belief, that they are very nearly if not equally as 
efficacious in the treatment of malarial fevers, as with Quinine, and faeCs prove 
eonclusively that when once cured permanently with Cinchonidia, they do not 
relapse as often as when qunine is used. The most successful manaer to treat 
a quotidian fever is to give xvi grains a day for the first three or four days 
following with xii grains a day for 3 days after the chill is subdued, not 
forgetting to prepare the system for its rccjption before any is used. Another 
fact in connection with this alkaloid should not be overlooked, especially by 
country practitioners who have to procure and furnish their own medicines, is 
that Cinchonidia costs only 85 or 90 cents per ounce, while Quinine costs fi*oni 
$2.4:0 cents to $3.00 per ounce, thus putting it within the means of every 
physician no matter how poor he may be. 
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££iIXIB IOI>0-BROMIDE OF CALCIUM COMPOUIIJO. 

Oisease of the Scalp. 

I gladly bear witness to the efficacy of the Elixir lodo-Bromide of Calcium, 
as a remedy for cutaneous affections, that it is a thorough corrective of every 
kind of eruption arising from an impure condition of the blood, I can have no 
doubt, and my faith in it is founded upon my own experience of its use. 

For more than ten years I had been afflicted with an obstinate disease of the 
scalp — a form of scald head. A small spot appears upon the head, covered 
with what is apparently an excess of dandruff, the skin underneath being red 
and shining, upon removing the dandruff, or scab, it reforms from fresh ex- 
cretion in less than an hour. These spots gradually enlarge, and others of the 
same kind appear. The affection is always aggravated by the use of any kind 
of hair-oil, (even preparations of bay rum and glycerine are no exception) or 
of any food containiBg fat m. excess — ^such as gravy, butter, fried and buck- 
wheat cakes, &c. After a time these patches extend down to the forehead, 
about the roots of the hair, and occasionally appear upon the body and limbs. 
No painful sensation ^companies the disease, except after wearing a cap for a 
long time, an uncomfortable feverish feeling of the scalp. I do not think it is 
contagious, but simply a humor of the blood. It certainly is unpleasant to the 
sight and one longs to be rid of it. 

During these ten years I had tried various remedies externally and internally ; 
laineral water, sulphiu-, ammonia and even applications of diluted corrosive 
sublimate, but all with no effect. Only once was I entirely free from it, and 
that was the result of a complete change of climate, water and diet. In a few 
months it began to reappear, accidentally my attention was called to this 
preparation of lodo-Bromide, and I was induced to try a bottle. I took it 
faithfully and according to directions; diluting a small quantity for local 
application. I found this very pleasant and cooling to the scalp, and it removed 
the constant desire to scratch away the dandruffy deposit upon the head. 
Before the first bottle was gone I saw an evident improvement ; the spots began 
to dry up and recede. After using the second or third bottle, they had entirely 
disappeared from my body, and my head was better than it had been for years* 
Slowly but surely this obstinate cutaneous enemy yielded to the purifying 
influence of the medicine. I used perhaps five bottles, and my clean head and 
pure blood I attribute wholly to the Elixir lodo-Bromide of Calcium of Messrs. 

TiLDEN & Co. 

My relief from this unpleasant eruption has been a source of great gratifica- 
tion to me. If able I would not at any time have grudged five hundred dollars 
for its ciu'e. I do not suppose the scald head is uncommon, I have known' a 
few persons who were thus afliicted — ^and I wish these lines ceuld arrest their 

attention. 
Messrs. Tildkn & Co. are giving to the people valuable medicines ; these 

remedies are what they are claimed to be, and Miy unqualified thanks are due 

for the good work done for me by the lodo-Bromide. 

Buffalo, N. Y., Dec, 1875. Yours respectfullj^, L. P. BISSELL. 



Necrosis of the Femur and Ilium. 

Sirs. — Was called in September to see a child eight years of age, whom 



32 ^ Journal of Materia Jfedica, 

the parents said had fever sores. Pound her lying on a pillow, body thrown 
forward from softening and curvature of spine, legs flexed over body ; child 
very much emaciated and suffering a great deal from pain. On examination, 
found I not only had softening of spine but necrosis of the femur and Dium. 
There were eight openings, and numerous smuses into which I passed my 
probes from 2i in. to 8 inches. 

I learned from the parents, that the child received a fall two years ago, and 
shortly after, this state of things began to show itself. She had been in th» 
hands of physicians most of the time since, without any benefit whatever. 
They had at last given up all hopes of saving the childs' life, and abandoned 
treatment of all kinds. I was called in to see if the child could be made easier 
so it could rest at night. I prescribed simply, the Tr. Opii Camp, in 3 i doses, 
every night, with orders to •increase the dose as the child required it. I then 
told them that although I thought the chances of the childs recovery were 
very slight indeed, yet I would like to make one good trial of a medicine that 
I had faith in, and if that failed I should feel as though all had been done that 
I could do for her. They at first thought it was no use to torture the child any 
more with medicines. But as I was very anxious to see what the medicine 
would do in this case, which I think must be as hard a case afi ever recovered 
from the use of any agent, and which I knew would give the medicine a 
thorough test. I urged its use until they consented, I then prp^ ribed Elixir 
lodo-Bromide Calc. Co. | viij, with directions to begin with half teaspoonful 
doses three times a day, and increase the dose to a teaspoonful as soon as 
possible. 

The opiate gave the child rest at night — she began to improve slowly at first, 
but it was an improvement and I was satisfied. Her appetite began to improve 
and with it her strength. Pain began to subside, discharge from openings grew 
less. This improvement has been going on up to this time ; she is now fieshy ; 
good appetite ; free from pain — ^goes about the house with crutches and plays 
and laughs as hearty as the rest of the children. 

I have used yom *' Elixir " for a long while, and seen it do first class work. 
Have been well satisfied with it. But in this case I am more than satisfied, for 
I could not give the child one chance m a thousand of recovering — and I must 
give the "Elixir" the credit of doing the work, as it was sinking rapidly 
before I gave it, and began at once to improve after taking it. 

Respectfully, R. D. BIBBER, M. D. 



FL.U1I> ERGOT, "FOKMUL.A, 1874" IN ERYSIPELAS. 

Gents.: — I have prescribed the Fluid Extract of Ergot in erysipelas, with 
the following pathological and therapeutic conditions in view. Ist, the first stage 
of inflammation is always attended with hyperaemia consequent upon the dilata- 
tion of the capillaries and arterioles. 2nd, in the superficial varieties of ei-ysip- 
elas, those tissues affected are supplied only by those vessels. 3rd, one of the 
well-established effects of Ergot, is the diminution of the calibre of the capil- 
laries and arterioles ; hence its use in erysipelas. Respectfully, 

Lancaster, Ohio, Jan'y. 11, *76. G. A. HANNON, M. D. 
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DIGEST OF MEDICAL TREATMENT OF CASES, 

BT JOSSPH BATKS, 11. D. 
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Antipyretic Treatment of J^evers. — Dr. L. M. Gale, {New York 
Med, Journaly November, 1874,) in an exhaustive article, reaches 
the following results: 

(1) There is an exact regulation of the heat of the human body in 
health, the same production corresponding to the loss, but that exces- 
sive abstraction of heat may overcome the power of production, 

(2) The same laws govern the high temperature of fever, with 
the exception that the producing power is more speedily exhausted. 

(3) The danger in acute pyrexia is due not so much to con- 
sumption of tissue, and consequent exhaustion, as to tissue changes 
incompatible with life, caused by the elevation of temperature, 
and that this danger is proportional to the height and continuity 
of the fever. 

(4) The indication is to abstract heat and limit its production in 
all cases in which the temperature is so high as to make the danger 
from it greater than from exhaustion. 

(5) In the use of cold water we possess an agent adequate \o 
overcome the heat-producing power. 
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. (6) We possess in certain remedies the power of interrupting 
the excessive heat-production. 

yj) The statistics of the antipyretic method are exceedingly 
favorable when compared with those of any other plan of treat- 
ment for all other forms of acute pyrexia, whether with reference 
t^ diminished death-rate, or to mitigated suffering. (Detroit 
Review of Medicine and Pharmacy y June, 1875.) 

Sub-acifte Cystitis FoUoicing Parturition, — By W. L. llicnAPa>- 
SON, of the Boston Lying-in Hospital. This paper is one of 
interest, in as much as the author states that, he lias not been able 
to find any mention, of any inflammation of the bladder following 
delivery, in any of the works on obstetrics which he has been able 
to consalt. 

He quotes Holmes' System of Surgery as placing among the 
causes of acute cystitis a protracted or difficult labor, but the 
d;i!iease, described by H., is a very severe affection, which runs a 
r-^.pid and often a fatal course, and which is always accompanied 
by a marked constitutional disturbance. 

During the past three years, Dr. R. has met with four instances 
of a marked inflammatory condition of the bladder following 
delivery. These four eases he reports in detail. The symptoms 
are minutely registered, and the cases instructive. 

The patients recovered perfectly. In each instance, there was 
more or less protracted pressure, during labor, by the child's head 
upon the bladder; in two of the cases forceps were used to hasten 
delivery. The treatment consisted in the application of poultices 
over the region of the bladder, until the pain and tenderness had 
in a great measure, subsided; the administration of moi-phia, 
either in suppositories or by the mouth, for the relief of the pain 
or dysuria; and finally, after the more acute symptoms had 
subsided, the bladder was washed out with warm water, and later 
with a weak solution of carbolic acid tind water. In all the cases 
the washing out of the bladder was followed by a relief, and a 
Budden disappearance of all the symptoms. [Boston Med, and 
Surg. Jo%ir,y Feb. 3, 1876.) This paper on cystitis was read before 
the obstetrical Society of Boston, Dec. 11, 1875. 

Dr. J. G. Westmoreland, read before the Academy of Medicine 
Feb. 9, 1875, an essay on the Actions of Mercury. Dr. W — V 
] aper will commend itself to every attentive reader. (Atlanta. 
Med, and Snrcj. Jour.^ May, 1875.) 
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Dr. David Wooster has a very able paper, in the Pacific Med, 
and Surgical Jour,^ of May, 1875, on the^r^^ stage of hip-joint 
disease. The curable stage of hip- joint disease is the first stage; 
hence the importance of an early and correct diagnosis. The first 
sign, of hip-disease is pain — this is manifest by pressure on the 
great trochanter. The pain is greatest in the morning. This is by 
no means constantly true ; indeed it is exceptionally so in the very 
earliest stage of the disease. The paper should be read entire, to 
be fully appreciated, and its merits endorsed. The treatment of 
the first stage (says Dr. W.) is simply absolute rest of the joint. 
The joint must be so fixed that the child cannot mov^ it except in 
a slight degree, or press upon it by the weight of the body. The 
child is kept in bed, bandaged from the toes to the top of the hip 
bone, until there is no abnormal tenderness on pressing the 
trochanter* of the affected hip, until the inner malleoli are op- 
posite, in short, until all signs of deformity or malposition of 
limb disappear. This (says Dr. W.,) may be from ten days to six 
months. ' 

Dr. Mantle stated, in the Wabash Medical Association, that he « 
Jiad used veratrum viride with great satisfaction in eclampsia, used 
it in quarter and half teaspoonful doses until vomiting occurred, 
with the best results. Indiana Journal of Mediciney July, 1875. 
At the Medical Association of Georgia, April, 1875, Dr. Theo. 
Starbuck's paper, on the treatment of tetanus by chloral hydrate, 
was read. In which he reported several cases treated by hydrate 
\of chloral, either alone or in conjunction with bromide potassium, 
or opium. In one a small quantity of chloroform by inhalation 
preceded the administration of the chloral. All the cases recovered. 
iConsiders it important to give the chloral regardless of the amount, 
but regulates the quantity by the effect on the spasm. In one of 
his cases he gave five and a half ounces in eleven days. The 
spasms were controlled, but no drowsiness was produced. Atlanta 
3Ied, and Surg, Jour,^ May, 1875. 

Urinary Retention, — Boston Med, and Surg, Jour,^ May 13, 
reports the following method as commonly resorted to at; the 
3oston City Hospital in primary treatment of urinary retention. 
A boy, fourteen years old, fell, receiving a contusion of the hip; 
retention of urine followed, which could not be relieved; notwith- 
standing repeated attempts with the catheter, the bladder was dis- 
4;ended to the umbilicus. Dr. Ingalls punctured the bladder above 
^the pubes with the aspirator, and drew off theee pints of alkaline 
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urine, with slight pain, great relief, and no ether. The next day 
patient Vas catheterized, afterwards micturated with ease and was 
well. This course Dr. I. finds admirable, as the urethra rests and 
recovers from congestion, swelling, and tenderness. • Generally 
one, two or three aspirations are required, relief certain, the pain 
slight, and the danger is nothing so far as is shown by the pretty 
large experience of this hospital. The operation may be repeated 
two or three times a day with safety. Buffcdo Med. and Surg. 
Jour. 

Quinine Sul. as a Uterine Stimtdant, by W. Watson, M. D., 
Ifcthel, 111. Ffrst, Dr. W. speaks of its ^effects upon the gravid 
uterus, having given it from the first month of pregnancy, to 
delivery, for constitutional affections, his practice being confined 
to malarial distriots. According to his experience, quinine, of 
itself, has no power to excite uterine contractions. He has 
frequently given as many as fifteen grains in eight or ten hours in 
the later months of pregnancy, and the result was a relief of the 
constitutional disturbance, without exciting the least contraction 
of the uterus. His conclusions are, that so far as our present 
knowledge of quinine as an excito-motor stimulant goes, it will not 
justify us in ranking it with ergot, for his experience is, that 
quinine has little or no effect upon the uterus in its quiescent state; 
but at the full period of gestation, when labor has commenced, he 
wishes to make special reference to its effects. For several years, 
he has been in the habit of giving it in place of ergot, and in 
almost every instance it had a marked influence in from twenty 
minutes to a half-hour, in producing vigorous contractions and 
rapid progress and speedy termination, where no obstruction 

offered. He reports a case as follows: — "Mrs. G , a primapara, 

age 29 years, of a sanguine-nervous temperament, had been in 
labor three hours, intervals long between pains, made examination. 
No decided dilation, strength failing, pains becoming more feeble, 
i. e., in one-half hour from my arrival were not the least expulsive, 
patient very nervous, and at times flighty, threatening convulsions. 
Quinine Sul., grs. ten, was administered. In twenty minutes the 
effect was shown in nard pains; the os began to dilate, and in less 
than one hour the membranes ruptured, and in one hour and ten 
minutes from the administration of the quinine, the child was bom." 
Other similar cases might be cited. He insists that quinine will 
increase the activity of normal uterine contractions. He avers 
that he has never had a case of flooding after quinine was ad- 
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ministered in full doses; when in former' labors they had a profuse 
flow. After pains are less. Niew Jersey/ JSclectic Med. and Surg. 
Jour.y Oct., 1875. 

Xoccd Use of Tannin. — Dr. Miall, {British Med, Jour. Nov. 7, 
1874,) gives the following facts from his experience in the local 
nse of tannin: He uses a concentrated solution. It is prepared 
by adding to one ounce of tannin six drachms of water. The 
solution is a thick fluid, that keeps well. It is used to convert 
living skin into leather. For wounds it is a far superior dressing 
to collodion. If applied by a brush tad allowed to dry, it soon 
forms a pellicle, which excludes the air and gives ease to pain. It 
may be applied to ulcers, cracked nipples, enlarged tonsils, bleeding 
warts, chronic phlegmonous, erysipelas, polypus of the ear, with 
excellent results. Detroit JReview of Med. and Pharm.. March, '75* 
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COMMUNICABILITY OF DIPHTHERIA. 



By P. B. PuMYBA, M. D., Imlaystown, N. J. 

Is diphtheria contagious, is a question now often asked the 
physician, and his reply is one of serious importance. 

Were it not for the diversity of opinion among physicians as to 
the communicability of this extremely fatal disease, a statement 
of theiollowing facts would be unnecessary. The history of the 
origin and progress of diphtheria, now in my practice, shows its 
contagious character, and how it rrmy be propagated and restricted 
(in so far as a few' cases can). 

Charles D., and Mary EL, cousins, were both servants in the 
«ame family. Mary K. was taken sick with sore throat, and went 
Ihome. Although complaining a good deal, no physician was 
called until her only brother was taken sick with sore throat, and 
was hardly able to swallow. An inspection of his throat at once 
revealed the nature of his disease, and his subsequent death 
^showed its malignancy^ As the neighbors were very much alarmed, 
no one came near the house, except an uncle, who volunteered his 
•services. He caught the disease and communicated it to his family. 
"Three of his six children died. 

On December 5th I was called to see Charles D., the cousin 
^before mentioned, and ascertained that he had diphtheria. As he 
tv'as not confined to his bed, and his employer did not wish to en- 
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danger his own family, he immediately took him home. Less than 
two weeks subsequently the disease appeared in that family. 
There were five boys and five girls, and as far as possible the girls 
were kept away from the boys. Not until all the boys had had 
the disease and recovered from it did any. of the girls take it* 
They now have it, and one, the youngest, has died. The oldest 
girl did not live at home, but when she ascertained that her 
brothers were sick, she came home to visit them and thus caught 
the disease. These three families live within a radius of half a 
mile, and there is not nor has not been another case of diphtheria 
within a radius of five miles. 

Was not the disease in these cases communicated by contagion 
and its propagation restricted by isolation ? 

We may not always be able to trace the origin and growth of 
this insidious disease. Sporadic cases undoubtedly occur, as in 
scarlatina. Sometimes the atmosphere seems to be so loaded with 
the contagious miasm as to produce an epidemic. But our in- 
ability to trace it or its epidemic character does not disprove its 
contagiousness, no more than it would that of pertussis or variola. 

Prof. Smith, in his work on " Diseases erf Children," says that 
the *^ communicability of this disease is as securely established as 
almost any doctrine in pathology." 

It is much to be regretted that there is not erUire unanimity of 
opinion among physicians in regard to the contagious nature of 
this -disease, and that the people are not taught to shun it as they 
would small pox. 

When both the profession and the people acknowledge and 
appreciate the communicability of diphtheria, then it may be more 
restricted, and our children better protected from this insatiable 
monster. — Medical Record^ Jan., IS'TO. 



-♦-^ 



GALABAR BEAN IN CEREBRO-SPINAL MENIN- 

G-ITIS. 

The following case is offered as a contribution to the treatment 
of this formidable disease: 

Miss C, of this place, after exposure a week previously for two 
days and nights, in cool and bracing weather, at a Methodist 
Camp Meeting, was attacked at 6 P. M. on Thursday, August 26th, 
1875, with a severe pain in the right side below the nipple, which 
soon extended to the spine. The disease was in full force, intense 
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cephalalgia, opisthotonos, &c. The next morniDg Fridayj at 6, 
A. M., I was called to see her in consultation with the family 
physiciar, Dr. Neilson. We gave her a hot full bath at 8 o'clock, 
and repeated it at 12, and prescribed sulph. morph. gr, ^, bromide 
potass. 1 ss, and sulph. Cinchonidia grs. v. every three hours. 
The Cinchonidia was prescribed instead of sulph. quinia by reason 
of the liability of the latter to cause tinnitus aurium, which might 
mislead in referring effect to cau«?e. A dose was given at 7> 10, 1, 
and 4. At 5 P. M., there being no decrease in the frequency, and 
no diminution of the severity of the paroxysms, we discontinued 
the powders, and gave her two drops of fluid extract of Calab^^r 
bean. In less than .half an hour the effect was manifest in slight 
nausea and vomiting, with numbness of the tongue and lim.bs, 
whict was soon followed by a cessation of the spasms. She 
passed the whole night in sleep, awaking once or twice for a 
moment only. 

Saturday, 6 A. M., we visited her. She was rational and cheer- 
ful, and had double vision, and saw snakes, lizzards, ifcc. At 8 
A. M., the spasmodic contractions returned in as great a degree of 
severity and frequency as on the preceeding day. At 10 A. M. we 
gave her one drop of Calabar bean, at 11 one drop, and at 1 o'clock 
one drop. The third dose had the effect of completely allaying 
the spasm. Bromide potass. 3 ss was given every three hour?. 
She fell asleep at 5 P: M., and slept throughout the night. 

Sunday, 6 A. M. — Still free from spasna. With the experience 
of Saturday, we did not suspend the Calabar bean, but continued 
it in doses of one drop every six hours. She had a slight parox- 
ysm about 4 P. M. This was the last. Monday and Tuesday we 
gave one drop four times daily. Wednesday three drops, Thursday 
the same, Friday two drops, Saturday the same, and Sunday one 
drop. The bromide of potass, was given several times daily. 

During the paroxysms the pulse and temperatures were un- 
changed. But on the 5th or 6th day of the disease the tongue 
became furred, the breath fcetid, and fever set in. This was, 
however, slight, and Foon yielded to careful catharsis aud the uge 
of alkalies. 

The pupils were, at no stage of the disease, contracted. On the 
contrary, they were at first somewhat dilated. Double vision 
lasted about a week after the cessation of the spasms. Con- 
valescence was, as ufual, slow, but it was complete. — Charhstmi 
Med, Jour, and Review^ January, 1876. 
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SOME SUGGESTIONS ON THE TREATMENT 
OF INTERMITTENT FEVER. 

We will suppose the patient to have the first attack of ague; 
chill, followed by fever and sweating-stage, to take place for 
iaslance, at three o'clock P. M. Daring the sweating stage of 
this paroxysm, not less than fifteen (better twenty) grains of 
quinine should be given (to an adult) in powder or solution, in 
preference to pill form, unless freshly prepared. 

If the bowels and stomach are disordered, or any tendency to 
constipation exists, an active purgative, such as two or three pill, 
cathart. co., should be administered either at once or at night. 

Until the next paroxysm, which we will further suppose to occur 
on ^ the second subsequent afternoon (tertian type), some such 
prescription as the following: 

5 Quiniae sulph 3 ss. 

Acid Sulph. aromat. (or dil.) 3 i. 

Syr. Zingiberis 5 ss. 

Aqu88 Cinnamom. ad 1 iij« M. , 

* S. — A dessert-spoonful every three or four hours. 

Before the next expected paroxysm, this prescription (twelve 
doses) will probably have all been taken, and very frequently this 
treatment is sufficient, there being no further "chills;" but, not 
knowing positively whether there will or not, it is advisable to 
anticipate, and give, one hour before the next expected attack 
(which in our supposed case, would be about 2 P. M., forty-eight 
hours after the first attack), not less than ten, preferably fifteen, 
grains more of quinine. 

This, amount (the first dose of twenty, in the prescription or 
mixture thirty, and the last dose of fifteen, making in all sixty- 
five grains), in the majority of cases most generally completely 
and permanently " cures " the patient, who may never again suffer 
from ague, unless peculiarly and constantly exposed to malarial 
influences. 

This we cannot say is the result obtained by any me&ns through 
the ordinary mode of prescribing quinine, viz., two or three grain 
pills, three or four times daily; this mode of administration 
merely sufficing to check the disease for two, three, or more weoks 
after the patient ceases to take it. — St, Louis Med. and Surg. %f(nir,^ 
Jan., 1876. 
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BELLADONNA IN OPIUM iPOISONINO. 

Sniamoned, in haste, on the evening of July 2d, 1875, to see a 
inan in convulsions, I found, on arriving at the hotel where he 
was stopping, Mr. F. W., an American, about 35 years of age, a 
-druggist, from an adjoining State. 

This is the history of the case, as gathered on my way, from the 
man who called me: 

Suffering for a number of days from excruciating sciatica, he 
found an opiate the only remedy to give even partial relief. Much 
on his feet during the day, the agony had compelled him to take 
large doses of morphine which he thought himself entirely 
•competent to administer. 

Having taken two or three grains he had with him, toward 
night he sent his friend to one of our drug stores for four or five 
grains or more, which, the parties being known, was At once ob- 
-tained. This was given Mr. F. W., and the messenger passed into 
an adjoining room, to find him, on his return shortly after, in 'con- 
vulsions, and, to his horror, to learn from the empty package that 
its entire contents had been, taken. 

Immediately calling me, we reached his room within half an 
hour after this last dose had been taken. His convulsions were 
terrible. The pupils contracted to little more than a pin^s point; 
the breathing peculiar to the last stage of opium poisonings He 
was pulseless; the surface cold, and the jaws closed, as in the 
rigor of death. 

No reasonable hope of success presented. He had eaten nothing 
«ince early morning, hence his stomach neither indicated tubes, nor 
<)Ould it be reached by diluents. 

Active friction was at once instituted, cold applied to the head, 
:and belladonna administered as freely as the set jaws would 
permit. We were able to force into the system, by absorption, a 
number of drachms of a strong tincture, and, after a time, to 
introduce some into the stomach by deglutition. 

In about thirty minutes the pulse became perceptible at the 
wrist; the body began to grow warm, and the pupils to dilate. 
In an hour the convulsions ceased, and he could swallow unaided. 
In two hours consciousness was so far restored that he could speak, 
and the danger was past. 

I hardly dare give the quantity of belladonna administered. 
It was almost incredible. The desperation of the case rendered 
any means justifiable^ hence the result was the only thing coi^- 
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sidered. The patient fully recovered, although greatly debilitated' 

for many days. 

The preparation given was from the following formula: ' 

ft Ext. Bfel. al 3 X. 

Proof Spirit O j. M. 

Mac. 14 days, and filter. — S. B. Chase, M. D. — Med, and Stirg.. 

Jieporter, January, 1876. 
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Therapeautics and Materia Medica. 

Treatment of Diseased Joints with Sulphuric Acid. 

The Med. T^mes and Gazette reports the treatment at GuyV 
Hospital of several eases of diseased joints by sulphuric acid. 
Three patients were thus treated, all of whom were suffering from 
advanced pulpy degeneration of the synovial membrane of a 
joint; and in one case a condyle of the femur was also necrosed. 
Four joints in the three patients were operated upon: in one the 
ankle-joint, in one the knee, and in one the knee and wrist-joints 
were the seat of disease. The mode of operating was simply to 
make one or more incisions in'uo the joint, let out any flaky or 
puriform fluid which might be present, and then stuff strips of 
lint, soaked in one part of the sulphuric acid of the shops with 
two of water, into it. The parts were then covered with carded 
oakum and a bandage, and the limb was fixed on a splint. No 
great amount of pain, it is said, can be produced by the operation;, 
for one of the patients seemed quite comfortable and without any 
sign of suffering when seen about half an hour after recovering 
consciousness from chloroform. 



Plugging the Nasal Cavities. 

Dr. T. H. Jkwktt describes (Philadelphia Med, and Surg, 
Reporter) the following simple plug in nasal hemorrhage: Roll up 
a lock of cotton into a cylinder an inch or an inch and a half in 
length; tie a strong thread to the middle of the roll; bring the 
two ends of the roll together, and then, opening the nasal orifice, 
pass th^ middle or folded part of the roll into the nostril; next 
with the blunt end of a lead-pencil press in the cotton roll slowly, 
along the floor of the nose, one inch or more, and rest. If the 
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blood passes down into the throat, you may be sure the bleeding 
spot is behind the roll; so push in your roll further, and the blood 
will cease to pass behind. Then, holding on to the string, pass 
some loose cotton into the nostril and push it down to the plug. 
The cotton will swell with the moisture and arrest the hemorrhage. 
In a day or two the natural secretions of the nasal surfaces will 
loosen the plug, and it may be easily removed by the string. 



Unmanageable Vomitinflcs of Pregnancy. 

The Journal de Medicine et de Chirurgie quotes a com- 
munication from M. Tamier respecting a case in which in a 
multipara in the third month of pregnancy serious unmanageable 
vomitings were arrested by the simple application of a plug| of 
wadding to the vagiaa. He .collates with this fact three cases 
published in the British Med, Jour,^ in which Dr. E. Oopeman 
saw very serious vomitings arrested by the dilatation of the neck 
of the uterus. In the first place the digital dilatation of the neck 
was to have been followed by puncture of the membranes to in- 
duce abortion at six months. A fortunate delay demonstrated to 
Dr. Copeman that dilatation had a great inflaence on the arrest 
of the vomitings. Pregnancy .went on in due course, and the 
patient was delivered at the proper time. In a second case the 
result was intentionally sought and obtained in the second month 
of pregnancy. In a third pregnancy had reached the eighth 
month. The vomitings were also stopped, and the patient was 
delivered eighteen days afterward, when she had already regained 
some strength. The plug prevents the shaking about of the 
womb; the dilatation of the neck detaches the membranes over a 
certain space, and prevents the twitchings or distension of the 
internal orifice. 



A Substitute for Soap. 

Several years ago people laughed at a story of a mine of soap 
being discovered somewhere in California. But whilst the public 
were enjoying the joke, certain enterprising individuals, who per- 
ceived in the reputed soap an efficiently detersive earth, set to 
work to put it on the market as ^^ rock soap." Specimens of the 
article duly prepared for use have been placed in our hands, to- 
gether with .the analysis made by Henry Hanks, Esq., the well 
known chemist, with the request that we should examine it, and 
put it to the test, and give our honest opinion of its merits. Hav- 
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ing tried it, we are surprifled to find how good a substitute it is 
for soap. It cleanses the skin quickly and thoroughly^, and -leaves 
it very comfortably soft and smooth. The analysis shows that it 
contains nothing that can possibly injure the skin. That it is ap- 
plicable to a great variety of purposes for which soap is employed, 
we do not doubt. In one respect it has an advantage over ordi- 
nary soaps, in being perfectly clean, and free from impurities 
which all the common soaps are liable to contract from the putres- 
cent fats which enter into their composition, and which have lately 
been suspected to cause serious diseases by their absorption through 
the skin« For surgical purposes, it has most probably some valua- 
ble adaptations. The properties of the ^* dry earth " dressing for 
wounds and ulcers are well known. The absorbent and doubtless- 
ly antiseptic qualities of the presei^ article entitle it to trial in the 
same class of cases, either dry or as a poultice, with a prospect of 
benefit in ills conditioned ulcers superior to the dry earth. — Pacific 
Med. and Surg. Journal. 

Castrie Ulcer. 

A male patient was admitted who had unmistakably symptoms 
of this affection, and had been vomiting almost incessantly for 
more than a week. The only treatment he received was a table- 
spoonful of milk every hour. The vomiting at once began to sub- 
side, and with the subsidence the amount of milk was increased 
gradually to half a glass. The patient was feeling well again. 
The simplicity of the treatment was the noticeable feature. — Med. 
Jfews. 



Celseminum in Cou«h. 

Gelseminum as a remedy for cough is advocated by Dr. J. R. 
Thompson in the British Medical Journal. He has administered 
it receatly to a large number of patients suffering from a pulmo- 
nary disease (as, for example, chronic phthisis) as a cough sedative. 
The tincture is given in five-minim doses. When much broLchial 
drritation existed he combined it with bromide of ammonia, tincture 
of squill, and syrup of codeia. He claims that his results show 
that geleminum has a marked power in subduing cough, that it 
acts probably as a nervous sedative, that it is useful when other 
sedatives have failed, that it seldom produces any unpleasant 
^general effect, and that the kinds of cough in which it may be ad- 
iHiinistered with advantage are very varied. — Medical Brief. 
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Typhoid Fever from drinking Water. 

Brown. (Phil. Med. TimeSy Nov. 13.) In Mansfield, Pa., 
students of the Normal School began to have typhoid fever in 
Oct., 1874. By Dec, 63 had been attacked. There were treated 
iif the scbool buildings 28 cases, 3 of which died; at their homes 
26 cases, 6 of which died. The clinical history of the cases did 
not differ from that of ordinary, severe, typhoid fever. There was 
early diarrhoea in all the cases treated by Dr. B. (28), as also flie 
rose rash in the second and third week. *' All the patients vomited 
large quantities of bile during the period of high temperature." 

The water supply of the school was from an artesian well, 140 
feet deep. Near by was a surface well, 20 feet deep; 40 feet from 
this, down the hill, was ^ large privy vault that had been used for 
12 years. This vault was emptied by a sewer; a few feet below 
the vault, this sewer was entered by a drain extending from near 
the surface-well, to carry off surface-water from around the well.. 
Many of the students preferred the water from the shallow well. 
A man working about the buildings who drank from this well, 
was attacked with the disease, although he resided at a distance. 
None of the hired help had the fever except the only person who 
drank habitually from the surf ace- well. 

Prof. Latimer, of Rochester, found the water of the artesian 
well contained only " a small quantity of mineral matter," but 
that the water of the surface- well " literally swarmed with fungoid 
organisms, and also contained many animalculsB, besides much 
dibris of both these classes of organisms in various stages of de- 
composition." Chemical tests gave strong evidence of sewage 
contamination. Dr. B. thinks the sewage from the vault had 
gradually backed up the well-drain, and finding its way through 
the soil, had contaminated the water which did the mischief. — 
Chicago Med. Jour, and Examiner^ January, 1876. 



How to Prevent Chloroform Asphyxia. 

Dr. J. Fleiberg. {Berl. Klin. Wochenschr.^ 1875, Sept.) 
His plan is to dislocate the inferior maxillary bone forward 
whenever any asphyxial symptoms make their appearance. The 
best way of producing this dislocation is to stand behind the re- 
clining patient, put both thumbs behind the symphysis and the 
index fingers on the posterior edges of the rami of the bone, then 
grasp the maxilla firmly and drag it directly forward. If the 
patient be under the influence of the aumpthetic — and then only it 
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is necessary to resort to this procedure — the oondyle will move 
forward with a perceptible motion and the entire bone is displaced. 
As soon as this is done the patient takes a long breath and 
respiration proceeds without any further difficulty as long as the 
parts remain in the same position. The author has employed this'^ 
procedure in more than a thousand instances and has never failed 
to achieve the desired purpose, namely, the use of chloroform 
without any unpleaf^ant complications. He believes that the root 
of the tongue and the epiglottis are dragged forward and thereby 
the occlusion of the larynx and the consequent asphyxia which is 
due to the weight of the tongue, are obviated. 

The same method has been in constant use by Esmarch since 
1866; and Langenbeok employed it constantly during the late 
Franco-German war, and never lost a case from the effects of 
chloroform. — Chicago Med. Jour, and Mcaminery Jan., 1876. 

The Danger of Keeping Flowers and Fruits in Sleeping Rooms 

is anew illustrated by the following instances, reported by Dr. 

Breitter, {Wiener Med^ Pressey 43, 1875): A gentleman had the 

unhappy idea of making of the branches of an oleander some sort 

of an alcove in which to sleep; next morning he was found dead. 

A grocer and his clerk went to sleep in a room in which three 

boxes of oranges stood, and they were dead by the next morning. 

A clerk in a store who was to watch at night, laid down with a bag 

of sassafras under his head, he likewise was found dead in the 

morning. Another gentlemen having some hyacinths in his room, 

got the most violent headache and felt so drowsy that he could 

scarcely restrain from sleeping. He at once put the flowers out 

of the room, opened the windows, and soon after felt easier. — 

Chicago Med, Jour, and Examiner^ January, 1876. 
/ 

Insufflation in Intestinal Obstruction. i 

Dr. Burn, in a communication in the Journal de Medecine of 
last month, describes a case of intestinal obstruction, due to the 
ingestion of large quantities of service fruit, which was success- 
fully relieved by means of J. Wood's method of insufflation of air. 
The difficulty had lasted for days, and resisted all the ordinary 
methods of treatment. Moreover the procedure recommended by 
Taliaferra of injection into the bowels bicarbonate of soda and 
citric acid separately, for the purpose of liberating gas in the in- 
testines and distending the canal, had been tried ineifectually. The 
patient was evidently sinking ; the pulse was very feeble, and there . 
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^ was stercoraceous Yomiting. An oesophageal s^und was introduced 
into the rectum, and to the external extremity the nozzle of an or- 
dinary bellows was attached. Air was then ejected till the abdo- 
men had increased markedly in volume. The first attempt, however 
was unsuccessful. It was repeated, and the insufHation continued, 
considerable abdominal tension was produced, and respiration was 
rendered difficult. In the course of an hour dejections began and 
the patient recovered. 

Gelseminum in Neuralgia. 

For the relief of neuralgic pain, Spencer Thompson, M. D., 

writes favorably of the employment of the tincture of gelseminum. 
Directly or indirectly the remedy has been used by Dr. Thompson 
or under his authority in at least forty cases of neuralgia, and with 
almost constant success. The remedial power of the agent seems 
to be applicable to neuralgia of those branches of the trifacial 
nerve supplying the upper and lower jaw, more particularly the 
latter ; it is especially useful when the pain is most directly re- 
ferred to the teeth or alveoli. Tlie doses usually recommended are 
too small. Dr. Thompson almost invariably prescribes for an adult 
twenty minims of the tincture as a first dose, to be repeated any 
time after an hour and a half, if relief is not given. He has rarely 
had to order a third dose. Several cases are given to illustrate the 
successful employment of the drug. — The Medical Brief, 

To Remove Stains Produced by Nitrate of Silver. 

A few centigrammes of metallic iodine are placed in a saucer, 

to which a few drops of ammonia are added. Then, by means of 
a brush, or simply with the finger, the solution is applied to the 
stains. However old or extensive the stains may be, they disap- 
pear immediately. It is important to destroy the mixture after- 
wards, since it is nothing more or less than the iodide of nitrogen, 
which when dry is an explosive body. This procedure is decidedly 
superior and more prompt in its action than the application of a 
•solution of iodine, or of the cyanide of potassium, without pos- 
sessing the disadvantages of the latter. — Ohio Medical and Su7'- 
gical Reporter, 

Capillary Puncture of the Intestines in Tympanites. 

An interesting article in the Bxdletin Medical dxi Nord^ by Dr. 

Ouignet, contains the following points : 

1. The puncture should be made by giving a rotary- motion to 
, the needle, which is held between the fingers at the surface of the 
b«dy. 
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2 It can be perceived the moment the needle reaches the gaseons^ 
cavity as well as the moment it touches the opposite wall, thus^ 
showing the exact dimensions of the cavity. 

3. The gas does not escape spontaneonsly, however distended Uie 
cavity may be which contains it, but it must be withdrawn by as- 
piration. 

4. Only the fold of intestine in the immediate vicinity of the- 
puncture is evacuated, but all of the folds of the intestine must 
be punctured to obtain any considerable relaxation. 

5. Each fold as it is punctured collapses, and its place is filled 
by , the two folds above and below it, which maintain the tympanitis- 
in the some region, until they also are punctured. 

6. Either the gas alone may be withdrawn, or both the gas and 
the liquid matter in the intestine, by graduating the depth to 
which the needle is made to penetrate. 

7. It is esteemed prudent to always extract the liquid in the 
vicinity of the puncture. 

Convenient Method of Exanniningthe Brain in Infants. 

Dr. R. G. Curtin described, at the Phihadelphia Obstetrical So- 
ciety, a convenient method of making a post-mortem examination of 
the brain, only applicable, however, to cases of infants. The scalp 
is divided in the usual manner, and instead of taking off the cal- 
varium he divides the sagittal, fronto parietal and lambdoidal 
sutures, and in this manner is able to separate the parietal and oc- 
cipital bones sufficiently to allow the braih to be removed. When 
the brain is replaced the bones spring back to their usual position. 
The benefit of this method is its convenience, and the absence of 
disfigurement of the head by the mobility of the separated cal- 
varium. — Phila. Med, and Surg, Reporter, 



For tlie Rennoval of Comedones fronn the Face. 

GuTCBiT recommends the washing and rubbing of the skin with 
diluted iiq. ammonise, one teaspoonful to a wine glassful of water. 
Chicago Med, Jour, and JEJxaminer^ Jan., 1876. 



Den taJ Neuralgia 

Df. J. Sawyer says, in The Practitioner^ " I have rarely found 
gelseminum fail to give decided and lasting relief in cases of neu** 
ralgic pains in the face and jaws, associated with carious teeth. I 
have usually given fifteen mimims of the tincture every six hours.'' 
— The Medical Brief. 
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Typhoid Fever Probably Caused by Infected Milk. 

Some time ago an article appeared in the London Lancet, 
showing that it is highly probable that typhoid fever may be 
spread by milk exposed to the emanations of typhoid fever 
patients. As further evidence in the same direction, I communicate 
the following: 

In the month of August laist, a young man, sick of typhoid 
fever, was brought to his father's house from ^(Philadelphia. The 
fever has prevailed at this house up to this date, with intervals of 
a few weeks between some of the cases, five in all, of which one 
died on November 22d. 

On November 26th, I was called to my first case outside of this 
family, and from that date I have seen about twenty-five cases, 
occarring in about twenty different families, and spread along a 
narrow tract two miles long. 

Every one of the families had been supplied with mMk obtained 
at the first-mentioned place. There had been no epidemic before 
the case was brought from the city, and there has not been a single 
case in the neighborhood where other milk was used. 

On investigation, it was found that the washing of this sick 
family who sold the milk was done at the spring-house where the 
milk was kept prepared for sale. The clothing of the sick and 
of the one who died was washed in the same boiler as were the 
pans and cans in which the milk was kept and served. The 
clothing lying around before being washed may have been another 
source of infection. The sale of this milk was stopped, and there 
has not been a new case for about two weeks. — Med, and Surg, 
Reporter, January^ 1876. 

Salicine in Diarrhoea. ^ 

After detailing a few cases of severe diarrhoea treated with 
marked success with the above named drug, the writer remarks: 

"It combines the tonic element of quinine with strong 
astringent properties. In cases of enteric atony, especially in 
chronic cases, from chronic diarrhcea or other debilitating diseases, 
where quinine is inadmissible from its tendency to irritate the 
bowels, in my hands salacine has given the most flattering results. 
My experience has been small, and it is the design of this article 
to draw attention to this subject, that we may have further light 
from more experienced quarters. So far, our authorities, as the 
Dispensatory, Still6, Flint and West, make, if any, the most 
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cursory note of salicine as a medicine. Only in Reynolds' ^ System 
of Medicine' does Dr. Aitken mention it as * a remedy which has 
been found very valuabiLe in cases of chronic diarrhcsa, where 
opiates and astringents have entirely failed.' I always prescribed 
ii> in powders, to be given in sugar and water. You will be 
surprised how readily it will be taken by the little ones; much 
more readily than quinine, though more bitter. It seems to be a 
purer bitter, and one mueh more acceptable to the stomach. In 
no case was it ejected till the system seemed satisfied. It is my 
rule to continue its administration for from two weeks to two 
months after the subsidence of the disease proper, according to 
the I time the disease has existed. The dose corresponds with that 
of quinine." — Chicago Med. Jour, and Examiner y Jan., 1876. 



Morphia in Neuralala- 

Mr. Spencer Thompson writes to the Lancet on the subject of 
neuralgia: — 

Even phosphorus, we knoWj^j»ttraftei.^ime, lose its power in 
some obstinate cases of nevlfi^lE^ alc^Qvwt)^ its power of giving 
rapid relief; and then l/C^ thitt^^^uinvalufllj^ hypodermic ad- 
ministration of morphia^omes^otdux ^.Y *%¥ remedy, and its 
mode of administrationfare "too well known tor require comment 
here; but it is fan* ^onr^heins a^ generalbr|mj^^ as it ought to 
be. This, perhaps, is dub<t^iiiO^^/i^^^^ of these I believe 

the principal are, the meansoT ■wliivllffEtration not being always 
readily available, and the objection of patients to the pain con- 
sequent upon the use of coarsely constructed instruments. The 
iirst of these objections I have endeavored to meet by the use of a 
very portable hypodermic apparatus, enclosed in a metallic case, 
with ample supply of needles, and the great desideratum, an 
always moist and efficient piston; and by always carrying a supply 
of gelatine discs. The second objection is met by the use of very 
fine steel needles only. The discs, which contain one-sixth of 
morphia in each, are a very safe and efficient dose for most cases, 
although in some it may be well to begin with the less amount, 
and in many it may be advisable to increase the dose considerably, 
half a grain, or even double l^at amount. I may here give it as 
the result of a very large experience in the hypodermic ad- 
ministration of morphia, that concentrated solutions are the 
reverse of advantageous. In the first place, they are not so safe 



MontMy Summary. 51 

as the more dilute; and, in the second, they do not act so quickly 
and agreeably. The usual strength I employ is one grain of 
hydrochlorate of morphia in forty minims of water, rarely, in 
thirty. The slight increase of bulk is of no consequence, and in 
administrations I can count by the thousand, I have never seen the 
slightest bad consequence, in the way of abscess or otherwise, 
result to the patient. — Med, and Surg, Reporter^ Jan., 1876. 

Management of Premature Children. 

- Dr. Ahlfeld, in the Arckiv. fur Gynakologie^ Band viii, says 

that cases occurring in the practice of others, and in his own, have 
proved to him that premature infants, ordinarily regarded as non- 
viable, may, under favorable circumstances and assiduous care, live 
and thrive. He gives examples in which children born at the 
twenty -sixth week were preserved alive. Immediately after birth, 
the child must be wrapped in cotton and placed in a warm bath, 
so as to impart to it the heat which it is unable to produce in 
sufficient quantity. The baths, which should be somewhat warmer 
than usual, must be frequently repeated. Great importance is 
attached to awakening the child regularly every one or two hours 
in order to feed it. As long as it does not suck, milk (women's 
milk is the best) must be given to it by a teaspoon. With a view 
to the better development of the lungs and the movement of the 
thoracic muscles, it should be excited to cry by slight irritation. 
It is dangerous to bring such children into the open air for several 
months after birth, as their air-passages are readily affected. — 
Med. and Surg, Reporter^ Jan., 1876. 



I 



Removal of Tape-Worm by'Balsam of Copaiba. 

At a recent meeting of the New York Pathological Society, 
Dr. Salvatore Caro presented a tape-worm, and recited the follow- 
ing interesting history of its removal by balsam of copaiba, after 
the failure of other agents. The patient was a man who had 
suffered from tape-worm for years, and had tried, with but little 
benefit, koosso, pumpkin-seed, kamela, oil of turpentine, and male- 
fern. He had also a gleet of long standing, and for the treatment 
of this disease came under observation. 

Dr. Caro was not aware, at that time, that he suffered from 
tape-worm, and he ordered, for the cure of the gleet, teaspoonful 
<^ose8 of balsam of copaiba every two hours till it acted on the 
bowels, and, after that, to diminish the quantity. After the ad- 
ministration of the first dose the bowels moved freely, and in the 
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stool there was found the whole of the tape-worm. Dr. Caro said 
that he was not aware of the remedy being administered to patients 
suffering from tape- worm, and had obtained the result by mere 
accident. 

Dr. Briddon said that he had been usually successful with the 
ethereal extract of the oil of , male-fern. His method of treating 
cases was to give a black draught twenty-four hours before ex- 
hibiting the remedy, and in the interim to feed the' patient on 
beef-tea. Twelve hours before giving the male-fern he gave a 
dose of castor-oil. The preparation of male-fern that he used was 
the ethereal extract prepared by Merck, of Vienna. He had 
administered- the fluid extract of male-fern, but had obtained no 
benefit from it. — Atlanta Med, and Surg. Jour,^ Jan., 1876. 



The Value of Belladonna as a Prophylactic in Scarlet Fever. 

Edward B. Stephens, M. D., Professor of Materia Medica in 
Syracuse University, in a note to the Philadelphia Medical Tvnu^^ 
says: About the year 1860, perhaps, — I am not quite certain as 
to that — scarlet fever prevailed as an epidemic in Southern Ohi< , 
especially so at Lebanon, where 1 then resided — whole families 
being swept away. At that time I experimented with belladonna 
very fully, and, as I think, completely, carefully, and honestly. I 
placed cliildren of several families very fully under the influence 
of belladonna; I pushed the^ remedy until I secured the con- 
stitutional effects, especially the rash. When I got the eruption I 
stopped the administration of the belladonna; but I did in several 
families at that time push the belladonna until I had these well- 
marked constitutional manifestations. What was the result? 
Simply that scarlatina invaded those families just the same; and 
the most fatal cases I had in that epidemic were children who had 
been previously saturated to the degree of eruption by belladonna. 
I simply note this, as I think, very positive result of an experiment 
as to the prophylaxis of belladonna in scarlatina. My belief is 
that it has no control whatever. — Atlanta Med, and Surg, Jour., 
January, 1876. 

A New Medicine: 

. At the last annual meeting of the Medical Society of the State of 

Yirginia. Dr. W. F. Babb called the attention of the fellows of the 
Society to a new preparation of '^Iron and Alum,^' manufactured in 
Washington County, Virginia, from the waters of "Seven Mineral 
Springs." It is made by evaporation and the analysis by Prof. Jno. TV*. 
Mallet of the University of Va., and Antisell, of the Smithsonian Institute, 
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D. C, find it to consist cbieffly of Iron, Alumina, Magnesia, Glauber Salts 
■^nd Lime. 

This medicine had been prescribed by the physicians of the South- 
Western section of the State, and found it to be a most excellent tonic 
!ind alterative. One advantage it has over the ordinary ferruginous 
preparations, is, that it does not constipate the bowels ; on the c<Sntrary, 
it acts as an aperient. 

It had been endorsed and recommended by the Abingdon Academy of 
Medicine as a valuable contribution to *^ Materia Medica." He had used 
it in his practice and fi^und it to act admirably in Dyspepsia, Neuralgia, 
Rheumatism, Nervous and Sick -headaches, chronic Bronchitis, chronic 
Diarrhoea and Constipation, Leucorrhoea, Ameuorrhoea, Dysmenorrhoea, 
Menorrhagia, Anaemia, Chlorosis, Chorea, diseases following intermittent 
fever, and in all cases, in which it is desired to improve the impoverished 
condition of the blood. He hoped that the fellows of the Society and 
physicians generally would give it a tair Vrial. — Transactions Virginia 
Medical Society, October, 1875. — Virginia Medical Monthly. 
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£lixir lodo-Bromlde of Calcium Compound. 



Case of Cancer. 

Extract from letter of C. C. Norrts, M. D., Colebrook, N. H. "I have 
for years been using your Fluid Extracfb, giving them the preference over 
ill others that I have used. I long thought that I owed it, and therefore 
xight to speak of one extract in particular. 

In a case ot cancer of right breast. — I was called April 26th, 1874, to 
attend Mrs. E. S., aged 65, she had been under treatment when I saw her. 
I found the right breast twice the size of the other, with a deep scarlet 
color over the whole breast, and extending up to the shoulders and across 
to the left mammary gland. The tumor was hard and very painful, with 
sharp cutting or lancinating pains through the whole right breast, it 
seemed to be pointing just under and to the right of the nipple. 

The pain was so severe that she got no sleep or rest, though she had 
taken narcotics freely from her former Physician. I at once put 
her upon Elixir lodo-Bromide Calcium Compound, a teaspoonful three 
times a day in sweetened water, to double the dose in two days. To 
relieve the pains I ordered a cloth wet in Bromo-Chloralum to be laid 
\ipon the parts, and wet often with it. At my next visit I found my 
patient comfortable as to pain. The swelling mostly gone, only a small 
bunch near the nipple. The skin which was before tense and shining, 
now flaky. I ordered the treatment continued ; but when a week later I 
saw her, the breast was as large and^inflamed as at the first. On inquiry 
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I learned she had not taken the medicme after I left, sajing her stomach 
would not bear it. I belieyed it a notion of hers, and insisted upon its 
continuance. She took it until I called again with the same good result, 
a subsidence of the inflammation, consequently a lessening of the tumor. 
To make this communication short, she abandoned the *^Iodo," and the 
tumor went on to suppuration, and grew rapidly, its edges turning out. 
It was indeed a rose cancer of which the patient died in August following. 
I mention this to show the control which the *^Iodo" and ^^Bromo^' seem to 
have over the case, and believe had she persisted in it till the full constitu- 
tional effects were realized, we should have prevented suppuration, and 
saved her life. 

I have to say of the Bromo-Chloralum, I continued its use as a dia- 
infectant in this case with the happiest effects. The odor from the 
tumor was such as to render it next to impossible to remain in the house, 
but with the use of The '* Bromo-Chloralum," cloths saturated in it buO 
hung around the bed, also laid over the parts, the air was in a few moments 
pure as that of out doois. 

Scrofula. 

Oasb Second. Scrofula, Hettie a little girl aged 4 years, red hair, an<l 
very light complextion. Was called to see her August 4, 1874, she had 
been some time sick. Eyes very sore, could not bear the light ; could 
not open them, there was so much matter dischargtd from them. The 
neck on either side and behind, had large bunches or swellings ; a number 
of which had gone on to suppuration. The child to me was pitable 
indeed, I verily thought death wot|ld soon relieve her of all suffering, and 
80 stated to the mother. The little patient was reduced to a skeleton, so 
weak she dould not stand, or be moved much. I put her upon the Elixir 
lodo-Bromide of Calcium Compound, full dose as much as she could bear. 
Used the '^Chloialum'' as a wash upon the neck, fed her with the most 
nutritious diet I could get, free from grease or fats of any kind. As a 
wash for her eyes I ordered 

3 Sulphate Zinc grs. viii. 

Laudanum 3 iii. 

Pure Water (Rose Water is best) | iii. 

Mix and filter. 

Put a few drops into the eyes night and morning. Under the above 
treatment the child after a while began to rally. The sores ceased to dis- 
charge as freely and commenced to heal. Tlie eyes opened — less sensitive 
to light ; she went on improving until the sores about the neck all healed, 
no discharges now, though the discharge had been very offensive — with the 
use of the Chloralum it prevented it all. She became rugged and ran out 
of doors in all weathers. She left off the medicine last summer, and was 
not as well, the father procured a bottle of Sar&aparilla and Iron for her, 
but it did not improve her. He came to me about her and I again gave 
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him the '^ lodo " which put her right again. She is taking it now, as she 
is not as well without it. With my experience with the **Iodo" (which 
is considerable) I belieye it is the medicine for all glandular enlargements, 
ttunors and ulcers, no matter of how long standing. 

Tumor. 

Case Third, Mrs. E. M., aged 54, of Michigan, here on a visit to Mends 
for her health. Was called to see her Dec. 10, 1873, found her in severe 
pain of bowels, on applying the hand to abdomen it had the feeling as 
.though the intestines were tied up in knots. Her sufferings were 
pitable to behold. I found a tumor in the left side of abdomen 
as^ large as a man's fist, which ^he said had for two years given 
her a great deal of pain, I for the moment gave her an Opiate. The 
tinct with Chloroform a few drops, which relieved her, with the aid of 
hot woolen cloths wrung out of hot water and laid over the bowels. 
I then put her upon the "lodo." The pain* which had (she said) been 
constant, to some degree left and the tumor grew smaller. — She stopped 
here through the winter and the next spring she declared herself better 
than for five years beiore. She went home soon after this and saw her no 
more. 

But this communication is already too long. I have yet to say, tLat 
your preparation of Ergot has been in my hands prompt in its action and 
ever reliable. The Formula for 1874, in particular. I have had many 
disappointments with other preparations of the drug. 



Id Rheumatism, Goitre, Scrofulous Sores* 

Extract from letter of Dr. L. A. Howard, Litchfield, Mich. 

*'I consider Elixir lodo Bromide of Calcium Comp., one of the most 
thorough alteratives that I have ever found. I wish to report a few cases 
in which I have used it : 

Case 1st. Mr. A., who had suffered with pain in his right arm, caused 
by a gun-shot wound received during the war. Every winter he was 
tortured with rheumatism, everything failing to afford relief until I gave 
him the '* Elixir lodo." He began to improve at once, and is now entirely 
well. 

Case 2nd. Mrs. T applied to me for treatment, her's was a case 

of Goitre. After a. thorough course of treatment with the ** Elixir lodo," 
I am able to pronounce her completely cured. I consider it very 
efficacious in such cases. 

Case 3d. Mr. P , a scrofulous person, his face had been covered 

with scrofulous sores, also had a large tumor on the neck, the size of an 
egg. The tumor has now disappeared, and his face is nearly well, besides 
his general health is excellent. 

I might report many more scrofulous complaints, which have promptly 
yielded to this remedy." 
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ERGOT, '< Formula of 1874/' 

Gents. — I find an article on page 335 of the Journal of Materia 
Medica, headed ** Ergot, Formula of 1874,*' by W. T. A. Knight, Lone 
Station. Miss. 

With your permission, I would suggest thdt Dr. Knight would have secured 
better results in this case, by giving his patient at once a large dose of Ergot, ^ 
together with a small anodyne or nervine, repeating the ergot at proper intervals 
thereafter, and by these means in all probability the placenta would have been 
expelled by uterine contractions, and the hemorrhage prevented. We think 
this the natural prescription in this case and the one, if any, by which its dire 
consequences might have been averted, * and the true interest of the patient 
have been secured. 1 am with great respect, yours truly. 

Delhi, N. Y., Dec. 1, 1875. FERRIS JACOBS, M. D. 

• ^^ 

HYl>BOCYANATE OF IRON IN EPIUEPSY. 

BY K. KEITH COMPTON, M. D., POMONKY, MD. 

The case in which I have used Hydrocyanate of Iron is that of a girl 
13 years of age, very intelligent and of much promise. Before using the 
Hydrocyanate of Iron the patient had eight or nine slight attacks during 
the day, with one or two regular open convulsions at night and in that 
way continued for two or three weeks, then an interval of perhaps a week 
with no attacks. Before the middle of last October I commenced using 
the medicine and after using it a month a favorable change took place, th6 
attacks becoming slighter and at longer intervals, until finally they stopped 
altogether. From a state of despondency and gloom she has become 
cheerful and hopeful. Her condition at present is so encouraging that I 
look forward to an ultimate and permanent recovery. 

Enclosed I send you t)ie formula which I used, with so much satisfaction 
to myself and benefit to my patient : 

5 Hydrocyanate Iron 3 i. 

Valerianate Quinia gr- x. 

Zinc Cyanuret gr. x. 

E^t. Hyoscyam 3 ss. 

Ft. pills 60. Gave the patient two, night and morning. 

I h ave tried in all directions to get the medicine and am compelled to 

send to yoti a second time. Please send the medicine by return mail — I 

am anxious to continue the remedy in this case, and am surprised that it 

is not more extensively used by the profession in such a formidable disease 

as Epilepsy. 

■#■» - 
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DIO-EST OF TREATMENT OF CASES. 



BY JOSEPH BATES, M. I>. 

belladonna and N'itrate of Amyl in JJysmenorrhoea, — Dr. 
Mary P. Jacobi, [Med. Record, Jan. 2, 1875,] contributes to the 
above subject the following. By clinical observation and 
physiological experiments, she shows that clonic and tonic con- 
tractions of the uterus may be produced by ansBmia of that organ. 
In spasmodic dysmenorrhoea we have no other cause but changes 
in circulation in the uterine walls to account for the contractions. 
Believing that the pain of dysmenorrhoea is due to the spasmodic 
contraction of blood-vessels, resulting from irritation of vaso- 
motor nerves, the use of belladonna and amyl are suggested. To 
get the secondary or dilatory effect of belladonna it is given in 
ordinary doses for several >iays previous to the menstrual flow. 
When the pain comes on nitrate of amyl is administered by in- 
halation in from two to six drop doses. Three cases were reported 
in which spasmodic dysmenorrhoea was speedily relieved by the 
above treatment. Detroit Review of Med, and Pharm,, March, 
1875. 
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Treatment of Pertussis by Inhalation. 

3 Fl. Ext. Belladonna m. v. to x. 

Potas. Bromid 3 j. 

Ammon. Bromid 3ij. 

Aquae | ij. 

M. S. — Inhale one tablespoonful from an ordinary steam 
atomizer. When the disease is severe, use the atomizer twice 
daily. The effect is immediate. The period of the disease made 
shorter, etc. — Boston Med, and Surg, Jour. 

Some of the Dangers of Vaccination. — Read before the St. 
Louis Med. Society, by W. N. Nelson, M. D., and referred to the 
Committee on Publication. Dr. N's paper is one of merit, and of 
particular interest to the medical prof ession. The Dr. proves con- 
clusively that vaccine matter from syphilitic persons, will in many 
instances convey syphilis to individuals thus vaccinated. He 
reports numerous cases in this, and other countries, showing that 
syphilis supervenes upon vaccination with vaccine lymph from 
syphilitic individuals. A few of his cases will be cited in proof of 
the subject: 

In the beginning of 1849, small-pox prevailed in the town of K. 
ten families were re-vaccinated on the 14th and 16th of Feb., from 
one infant who six days after was discovered to have syphilitic 
eruptions upon his body. Nineteen, being nearly all these persons 
so vaccinated, had syphilis; three or four weeks after the 
vaccination, ulcers appeared at the site of the inoculation, and in 
most of the nineteen, sore throat, headache, and eruptions on the 
skin appeared in due course, and mercury was employed for their 
cure. The vaccinator, a veterinary doctor, was sentenced to two 
years imprisonment, and a fine of fifty thalers, — Htibner, a 
German doctor, was tried and punished for having in 1862 inocu- 
lated thirteen children with vaccine lymph from a syphilitic child; 
of these five escaped entirely. In the rest the points of inoculation 
became slow spreading ulcers, and three months afterwards, general 
eruptions appeared over the body. Any number of cases might be 
cited in proof of vaccinal syphilis. In the Jan. number of the 
American Jour, of fhe Med. Sciences^ for 1874, Dr. Tilbury Fox, 
of London, an authority upon skin disease, declares himself a 
believer in vaccinal syphilis; stating that he has seen proofs that 
were to him conclusive. St. Louis Med. and Surg. Jour,^ April, 
1875. 
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Hapyi Cure of Acute Rheumatism with Salicylic Acid, — The 

Boston Med. and Surg. Jour.^ for Feb. 10, 1876 states that "the 

first number of the Berliner IClinische Wochenschrift for the new 

year contains an article on the treatment of polyarthritis rheu- 

matica with salicylic acid, containing such interesting statements, 

emanating from so high an authority as Professor Traube^ that we 

hasten to give some account of it to our readers." The cases 

occurred in Traube's clinic. For several months past all the 

patients affected with a6ute rheumatism in whon^ the local 

symptoms were well-marked, were treated with salicylic acid, and 

in all cases at the end of forty-eight hours, frequently much sooner, 

there was not only a I'etum to the normal temperature, but also a 

complete disappearance of swelling, redness, and particularly of 

pain in the joints. It is important that a pure pulverized acid 

should be obtained. When carefully prepared and pure the 

crystals are very white and glistening needles, without smell, and 

soluble without cloudiness in water aad alcohol. In this form it 

can be given in large doses without disturbing the digestion. It is 

administered in a wafer, to protect the mucous membrane of the 

mouth and pharynx from dryness and burning, which sometimes 

follow contact with the crystals. The dose is from one half a 

gramme to a gramme, or seven and one-half to fifteen grains, and 

is given every hour until the diseased joints can be moved without 

pain. To effect this it may be necessary to administer as much 

as fifteen grammes, never less than five. This treatment produces 

increased perspiration, tinnitus aurium, and deafness, and rarely 

some mental exhilaration, symptoms which hardly contra-indicate 

its use. The treatment should be begun early in the morning, and 

is occasionally complete before night. In one case an enthusiastic 

patient took, without leave, twenty-two grammes in the space ot 

twelve hours without the slightest gastric disturbance. Meanwhile 

the tongue, which was heavily coated, had cleaned up, and the 

lost appetite returned. The effect of the drug upon the secondary 

inflammations, particularly those of the pericardium, have not yet 

been sufficiently studied, the material for that purpose not having 

been adequate. — Boston Med. Jour.y Jan. 10, 1876. 

Austin Flint, M. D., has an able and instructive paper in the 
American IVactit^oner, Jan. 1875, on the researches of Currie, and 
recent views relating to the remedial use of water. In this essay, 
he gives an account of researches made at the close of the last cen- 
tury by a painstaking, able, and conscientious clinical observer, to- 
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gecher with recent views relating to the use of water chiefly as an 
antipyretic iheasure in the treatment of febrile diseases, adding 
some testimony based on his own observations. 

The German physicians, of late, have studied this subject, and 
investigated it with additional interest. Dr. F's observations con- 
cerning the remedial use of water, are favorable respecting its ad- 
ministration in fevers ; he states that he has resorted to this measure 
repeatedly in scarlet fever, and always with advantage, without, 
however, in any instance cutting short the disease. The paper is 
one of merit, and commends itself to the favorable notice and con- 
sideration of the medical profession. 

Croup and Diphtheria, — By Edward Montgomery, M. D. Dr. 
M, gives conclusive reasons for his belief, that croup and diptheria 
are separate, different and distinct diseases. He speaks upon the 
subject like a man of experience, and one determined to defend the 
cause of truth. 

Few physicians, only, can read this able paper attentively and 
believe in the identity of croup and diphtheria. Some of the most 
obvious dissimilarities of the two diseases Dr. M. adverts to as fol- 
lows: Croup is mostly confined to infancy and childhood, whilst 
diphtheria may and does attack all ages. Croup is neither infec- 
tious nor contagious, whilst diphtheria is eminently so. 

Oroup generally comes on suddenly in the night, although the 
little patient was sprightly and apparently well on going to bed, 
whilst diphtheria is preceded by many hours of malaise with a 
gradual exacerbation of symptoms. 

The course of croup is short, often two days and rarely exceeding 
four, whilst diphtheria extends from seven to twenty days. In croup 
there is no swelling of the throat, or of the cervical glands, whilst 
both these phenoinena are present in. diphtheria. In croup there is 
no fetor from the throat, in diphtheria there is a strong and disa- 
greeable odor. 

In croup the false membrane is mostly confined to the larynx and 
trachea, in diphtheria it rapidly invests the whole mucous mem- 
brane of the throat, involving the air passages, the nostrils, and 
often appearing in the oesophagus, anus, and vagina. These dis- 
siniilarities are continued by Dr. M. and appear pertinent. — The 
8t. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal^ June^ 1876. 

Mercury as a Supersedenty by Dougan Clark, M. D., the paper 
was read before the Cincinnati Medical Society, Jan. 12, 1875. 
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The therapeutic value of mercury in many diseases is well sustained 
in this paper. It is short yet comprehensive. Chicmnati Lanoet 
and Observer^ March, 1875. 

The Prevailing Sour of Death, — Dr. Lawson finds fronx thJe^ 
statistics of several hospitals, asylums, and other institutions, that 
deaths from chronic diseases are most frequent between the hour& 
of 8 and 10 in the morning, and fewest between like hours in the 
evening. Deaths from continued fevers and pneumonia take place 
in the greatest ratio in the early morning, when the powers of life 
are at their lowest, or in the afternoon, when acute disease is most 
active. Boston Med. and Surg, Jour; also, the American Med, 
Weekly, July 3, 1876. 

Points in the Treatment of Children, — Dr. Fothergill read a 
paper on this subject in the Medical Society of London, reported 
in the Med, Press and Circular. In the treatment of children 
with acute disease, depressants are only required for a brief time. 
•Diarrhoea in children was often a natural means of removing masses- 
of indigestible or irritant material, and the plan of attempting to 
check it by astringents frequently led to enteritis. He alludes to 
the anti-syphilitic treatment of this class of patients, conditions of 
anaemia, acidity of the secretions of strumous or scrofulous 
children, the destruction of teeth, and the uric acid in the urine. 
Cincinnati Med. News^ March, 1875. 

.Dr. Wm. R. Fisher, of Hoboken, N. J., has a very good paper 
in the Medical Record^ Feb. 27, 1875, on active and passive 
movements in the treatment of paralysis. Dr. Fisher's remarks in 
this paper are eminently practical, and only requires careful reading 
to be highly appreciated. 
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TUBERCULOSIS AND SCROFULA-THEIR RE- 
LATIONS TO EACH OTHER. 



RiNDFLBiscH {Ziemsseu'^s Cyclopcedia^ Vol. V. 1876) says that 
tuberculosis in man depends in general on scrofula. One funda- 
mental ingredient of scrofula seems to be a misproportion between 
the volume of the blood and the weight of the body. With thi$ 
condition exists an abnormality of the entire vegetatiom which is 
especially evident in the course of any inflammatory processes 
which may arise. Scrofula may be the result of bad food, damp 
dwellings, of exhausting losses of blood and vitality, and is. 



62 Journal of Materia Medica. 

eminently hereditary. It is almost an exception to find a child of 
scrofulous parents without some taint of the disease. Hereditary 
scrofula usually makes itself manifest at two periods of life, in 
early youth before the seventh year, and again after puberty, 
between the ages of twenty and thirty years. Between the ages 
of ten and fifteen years there is comparative immunity from the 
disease. The best treatment for scrofula is to increase the volume 
of the blood; and the best treatment of a scrofulous infiltration is 
to produce a moderate local hypersemia. The great danger of 
scrofula lies in the possibility of the supervention of the tubercu- 
losis. Like certain animals — guinea pigs, rabbits, monkeys — 
scrofulous persons only need to have some lm5al inflammation set 
up in order to become tuberculous. The tuberculosis depends On 
the resorption of the individual's own inflammatory products. 
There is an eruption of numerous metastatic inflammatory foci — 
the miliary tubercles — while at the same time the patient's strength 
is rapidly consumed by the cachexia due to the same resorption. 
Let us assume that in the primary inflammatory focus a special 
tubercular poison is elaborated, which, besides its general effect on 
the inoculated person, exerts a direct inflammatory irritation on 
the inner surface of the lymphatics and blood vessels. Such an 
assumption would be supported by our experience of the formation 
and spread of miliary tubercles. The tubercles are, as a rule, most 
numerous in the neighborhood of the primary inflammation. Here 
they are situated in the connective tissue in the lymphatics, and 
form an important portion of the phthisical lesions of the different 
viscera. , On account of the histological identity of the scrofulous 
and tubercular new growths, it is often impossible, in a given 
tubercular lesion, to determine how much is inflammatory and how 
much is tubercular. — Detroit Review of Med, and Pharm,^ eTan. "76. 
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TREATMENT OF SPASMODIC ASTHMA BY THE 
SUB-CUTANEOUS INJECTION OF MORPHIA. 



J. Kbith Anderson, M. D., writes to the November number 
of The JPra^titioner as toUows, regarding the use hypodermically 
of morphia for the relief of asthmatic spasms: — "Some six 
months ago, in a case of spasmodic asthma of long standing, in 
which the usual antispasmodic and depressant rem^ies had proved 
unreliable, I ventured to make trial of the subcutaneous injection 
of morphia. The results were so extremely satisfactory, that I 
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have applied the same treatment to the cases which have since then 
come under my care. The pl^ is bo simple and so obvious, that 
I cannot but think that it must havis occurred to others besides 
myself. Having, however, found* no mention of it in the text- 
books or elsewhere, I am emboldened to present it to the con- 
sideration of the profession. 

" I have now used the treatment on twelve occasions, and the 
result in all cases has been a complete and perfect relief from thfe 
embarrassment of the respiration. The rapidity with which the 
distressing symptoms are controlled is very striking. In from five 
to ten minutes after the injection has been administered, the 
patient finds himself well, per saltum. There is no perceptible' 
interval between the agony of breathlessness of one moment and 
the perfect calm and rest of the next. I have seen a man who had 
been laboring to speak — jerking ©ut his words syllable by syllable 
— suddenly rise to his feet, arid, with easy and unembarrassed 
i-espiration, finish his remarks in an uninterrupted flow. So soon 
as the morphia gets fairly into the current of the circulation, that 
moment the spasm is relaxed, and the patient is at peace, with 
nothing but his exhaustion to testify to the sufferings he has 
undergone. 

" The dose which I have used has been in all cases one-sixth of 
a grain of the hydrochlorate of morphia in a strong solution. In 
no instance has its use been followed by any more unpleasant 
results than slight nausea. This effect has not occurred on more 
than one or two occasions, from which I infer that the relaxation 
of spasm is by no means dependent on its production. 

In no attack has there been any tendency to the recurrence of 
breathlessness after the first effects of the morphia have passed off.' 
I have even been inclined to believe that its use has been succeeded 
by an unusually long imniunity from further attacks. 

" I may add that those who have once experienced the rapid and 
unfailing relief of the subcutaneous injection are no longer content 
to await the action of the more uncertain remedies to which they 
had formerly been accustomed to resort." — New JRemedies, Jan. '76. 
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STYPTIC COTTON IN THE TREATMENT OF 

OTORRHCEA. 



Dr. Thomas G. Morton, of Philadelphia, writes to the Medical 
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Times that he has used atyptic cotton with excellent results in a 
number of cases of discharge from the ears. 

The, styptic cotton is prepared as follows: Take a roll of fine 
jeweller's QOtton and thoroughly saturate in a mixture of Monsel's 
" solution of the subsulphate of iron, diluted with two parts of 
water; let it stand in the mixture for forty-eight hours; press the 
liquid out, and dry in a warm room, then pick or card out in fine 
shreds. It is better to make it in small quantities, as there seems 
to be some change in the cotton when kept for any lepgth of time; 
losing its textur^and breaking up in a fine powder when handled, 
thus rendering it unfit for application. In the case cited, the first 
plug was removed the day following its insertion, showing a 
healthier condition of the meatus, with marked lessening of the 
discharge; all the pus was absorbed by the cotton, which left the 
drum and canal quite clean; at the end of the first week only a 
slight moisture remained, and in a fortnight the cure was complete, 
and has so continued; the opening in the tympanum closed up at 
the same time. 

Encouraged by success in this instance, he has since used no 
other treatment in a very large number of cases of otorrhoea, and 
always with the same excellent result. , 

Before using the cotton, the ear should each time be thoroughly 
cleansed with tepid water, with a Davidson's syringe, and the 
canal then wiped out with common cotton; then a portion of the 
"styptic cotton" should be rolled upon an instrument having a 
screw shaped extremity, an illustration of which accompanies the 
original article. The plug of cotton being at least the length and 
width of the canal and carried in until the plug rests close to, but 
not in contact with, the drum; by reversing the screw movement 
the instrument is easily withdrawn, leaving the cotton behind. 

The first few plugs should be changed daily, then, according to 
the lessening of the discharge, not so frequently. 

He has not observed any trouble or pain arise from the use of 
the styptic cotton, while it usually has an anodyne effect. 

(In preparing this cotton, a precaution not mentioned by Dr. 
Morton consists in carefully cleansing it with caustic soda tc' 
remove adherent oil, and subsequent washing to get rid of the 
alkali.) — New JRefnedies, Jan., 1876. 
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TREATMENT OF OBESITY WITH LIQUOR 

POTASS^. 



Dr. A. W. Foot {Med. Press and Circular^ Nov. 24,) describes 
a remarkable case of obesity which was brought to the Meath 
Hospital and there treated. After considerable improvement, the 
patient ran off, bnt after some months he grew so much worse 
that he was brought' back at his own request. His age was lY. 
He.had been brought up to the business of stone-cutting, but had 
grown so fat as to be unable to strike a blow with the hammer. 
His height was four feet, five inches; weight 245 pounds. His 
diminutive stature gave him the appearance of being as broad as 
he was long. He had red hair and red cheeks. His eyes protru^ded 
from their sockets, and seemed to be contendiag against the en- 
croachments of his broad and prominent cheeks. There was a 
marked accumulation of fat in the mammary regions. His belly 
lay spread out on the bed beside him, and considerably in front of 
his knees as he lay on his side. The gluteal regions were re- 
markably small; his skin was very vascular, and the general color 
of his flesh reddish, with the exception of the feet and legs, which 
were almost purple. These livid parts became quite white when 
pressed, and very slowly recovered their original color on removal 
of pressure. The circumference at 4ihe umbilicus could not be 
obtained, as this point, owing to the condition of his belly, was 
much below the iliac crest. His hands and feet were small and 
shapely, and contrasted in a marked degree with his awkward and 
unwieldy body. When last admitted to hospital he was quite 
unable to stand on his legs; he tried to support himself on his 
elbow, but did not succeed, and fell back exhausted, after the 
attempt. The patient used to say that the weight of his belly was 
breaking his back. The lower dorsal spine was tender on strong 
percussion. He had a most infantile penis — not larger than that 
of a child a year old, and it was ascertained that he had not had 
an erection for the last three years. The testes were not larger 
than the size of a garden pea; he said they never had been larger. 
His respiration was shallow and rapid, the heart's action feeble 
and rapid, but there was no abnormal sounds. His diet when at 
home had consisted of potatoes for dinner, and cake, bread, and 
tea for his other meals. He was one of a family of thirteen, none 
of whom were similarly affected. The explanation that he (Dr. 
Foot) ventured to give of the case was that after the patient 

3 



'l 



66 Jov/maX of Materia Medica, 

arrived at tke period of puberty the normal nervous energy which 
should have been expended in an ordinary case on the development 
•f the testes was in this instance devoted to the formation of 
adipose tissue. With that view of the case, the prognosis could 
not be favorable. Two suggestions presented themselves in order 
to prevent a fatal issue — first, to lessen, if possible tihe present 
accumulation of fat; secondly, to restore mutoular activity. The 
patient went out of hospital one and a-half pounds heavier ];han 
when he was admitted, and that was accounted for by the loss of 
fat being replaced by the regaining of muscle. Enforced muscular 
exercise was made part of his treatment as soon as the patient was 
able to move about. The treatment consisted in the administration 
6f two drachms liquor potasssB three times a day in a teaspoonfml 
of milk, with drachm doses of fluid extract of fucus vesiculosus. 
He was restored to the use of his limbs, so that he could walk long 
distances and perform light labor. — Pacific Med. and Surg. Jour.^ 
Jan., 18Y6. 

INFANTILE OPHTHALMIA. 



Dr. Jabez Ho AG, of the Westminster Ophthalmia Hospital, 
London, in the Dublin Medical Press^ protests with emphasis 
against some statements made by Dr. Derby, of Boston, in regard 
to the nature and treatment of purulent ophthalmia of young 
infants. Dr. Derby recommends nitrate of silver as a topical ap- 
plication, and appears to regard the disease as the result of gonor- 
rhea or leucorrhea in the mother. Dr. Hoag unqualifiedly denies 
both these positions. In his view, the inflammation is nearly 
always a simple catarrhal affection, the result of some cold or 
atmospheric influence. Want of care in washing can cause it, and 
particularly the careless intrusion of soap, or the accidental in- 
troduction of whisky or gin, '* absurdly applied to keep the infant 
from taking cold." Ophthalmia neonatorum, he continues, must 
be regarded in a vast proportion of cases as a catarrhal affection, 
requiring, if seen at the accession of the attack, the simplest 
remedies for its cure, the most important among which is strict 
attention to cleanliness, and the constant removal of the discharge 
from the eyes by the gentlest means as soon as it is secreted. The 
application of warm water alone, and when the secretion is profuse^ 
followed by a very mild astringent coUyrium, composed of alum, 
or a weak solution of the permanganate of potash, is all that yr%^ 
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need apply. Should the case be neglected for a few days, aud the 
papillae of the palpebral surfaces and vessels <^ the conjunctiva 
become swollen and injected, then a very weak solution of one or 
two grains ef nitrate to the ounce may be occasionally instilled 
with advantage, but this should invariably be followed up im- 
mediately by the free application of cod liver oil. At the same 
time, it is of the utmobt importance to look to the quality of the 
mother's milk, and see that she is well nourished and properly 
cared for in every way. The administration of ten drops of cod 
liver oil to the infant is often a valuable adjunct to the means 
employed. On the other hand, if by any chance the medical 
practitioner should be induced to resort to the application of strong 
lotions of nitrate of silver, or the more dangerous '* solid stick " 
of mitigated destructives, we must expect to see, in the majority 
of cases, the delicate epithelial and corneal layers quickly removed, 
and followed by chemosis and granular lids, or ulceration and 
opacity, with prolapse of the iris, and ultimate loss of sight. — 
Pa/iijic Med, arid Surg. Jour,^ January, IS'/e. 



POISONINa BY LABURNUM ROOT. 



The laburnum-tree (Cytisus Zroburnum) of Europe has long 
been known by the people to be actively poisonous, and in 1865 
Husemanu and Marm6 discovered in it poisonous alkaloids, cytisin 
and laburnine. The exact properties of this have not been 
determined, but a recent wholesale poisoning in Forest Gate 
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School, England, will probably draw a good deal of attention to 
it. The radices resemble somewhat stick-liquorice, and fifty-eight 
boys, probably mistaking the roots of an old laburnum-tree for 
their favorite sweet, ate freely of them. In a short time they 
were affected with symptoms of narcotic poisoning, varying in 
severity from simple sleepiness to complete stupor. There was no 
complaint of pain or burning of mouth,* throat, or stomach, nor 
was there any sickness until emetics were given. When they 
arrived at the Infirmary they were pale, cold, and staggered about; 
their pupils i^ere s<»mewhat dilated. The sleepiness is said to have 
been intense, the boys falling to sleep even while in the act of 
vomiting, some with the basins in their hands, others standing at 
the sink. The boys who were much worse than the rest, after 
freely vomiting, were insensible, and showed very strange waving 
motions of the arms to and fro, whilst now and then their legs, 
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first one and then the other, were convulsively drawn up; in one 
of them there wa» slight frotliing at the mouth. Their pupils, ae 
.well as those of several less seriously affected, Were unequally 
dilated. These two boys were strong and robust, and thirteen 
years old, and, iso far as could be made out by subsequent inquiries, 
could not have chewed more than half an ounce of the root. Ten 
hours after taking the poison they went to sleep whilst being' 
walked about the yard, after having had cold douches, strpng 
coffee, etc. 

All the cases speedily recovered, and on the next day showed 
hardly any traces of injury. As intense drowsiness ending in 
stupor was the most prominent symptom in these cases, it is 
possible that cytisin, on investigation, might prove to be a valuable 
hypnotic. — New Remedies, J a.n., i876. 
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THE ACTION OF COD-LIVER OIL. 



BucHHEiM maintains that the old opinion, that cod-liver oil was 
valuable as a curative agent in consequence of the iodine that it 
contains, is unreliable, since it contains actually less and not more 
iodine than other marine products, as deep sea fish, oysters, etc. 

The view also that it aids in the formation of some of the con- 
stituents of the bile meets with little favor. It would appear, 
rather, that the value of cod-liver oil is due to its being an easily 
digestible fat of high nutritive value. Buchheim finds that the 
oil has an acid reaction, and contains, in addition to the fatty 
glycerides, free fatty acids (oleic, stearic, and palmitic), the 
quantities of which vary in the different kinds of oil, but amount 
, in tljie clear variety to about five per cent. 

No biliary matters are present in the oil. Its value, according 
to Buchheim, depends on the presence of the free fatty acids, 
since the absorption of fats is preceded, to a certain extent at least, 
by their disintegration into glycerin and fatty acids, and as the 
latter are introduced in cod-liver oil in their free condition, and 
thus easily unite with the alkalies of the intestinal juices to form 
soluble and easily absorbed soaps and combination^^ a part of the 
digestive work is spared, which is of importance for weak persons- 
with deficient power of producing the gastric juices. 

When cod -liver oil cannot be taken, the use of the free fatty 
acids is indicated, and these might be advantageously ordered 
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without any admixture of glycerides. Unfortunately, however, 
stearic and palmitic acids are solid at the ordinary temperature of 
t^he body, whilst oleic acid, though fluid, easily becomes rancid, 
and can at present be obtained only in small quantities. — New 
Jiemedies, Jan., 1876. 
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Therapeautics and Materia Medica. 

Raw Onions as a Diuretic. 

Recently at a meeting of the Medical Chirurgical Society, ac 
reported in the Edinburgh Medical Journal for September, 1875, 
Dr. G. W. Balfour gave an account of the patients who had been 
much benefited by the use of large quantities of raw onions, 
which had acted as a diuretic. The first case was that of a woman 
who had suffered from large white kidney and constriction of the 
mitral valve. Her abdomen and legs had been tapped several 
times, but after using the remedy given above, she had been free 
from dropsy for two years, although still suffering from albumin- 
uria. Of the other two, one suffered from cardiac disease, 
cirrhotic liver, and ascites; tl\p other had ascites depending on 
tumor of the liver. In both cakes the remedy had been given 
with good results. Both had been previously tapped, and 
purgatives and diuretics alike failed to give reliefs Finding that 
the fluid was steadily re-accumulating, the patient had recourse to 
onions. Under their use the amount of urine passed rose in a few 
days from ten ounces to a hundred ounces. — New Memedied^ Jan., 
1876. 



Use of Perchloride of Iron in Post-Partum Haemorrhage. 

By Lombe Atthill, M. D., Master of the Rotunda Lying-in 
Hospital, Dublin. 

The case recorded by Mr. Boddy, in which death followed 
almost instantaneously on the injection of a solution of the 
perchloride of iron, conveys a very important lesson. It is, as far 
as I am aware, the first recorded case in which there are just 
grounds for believing that death was due to the use of the styptic; 
but, even here, the cause of death remains doiibtful, there not 
having been a post mortem examination, a matter greatly to be 
regretted. Mr. Boddy's conclusion that "without doubt death 
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resnlted from the action of the solution of iron upon the lining 
membrane of the uterus " is not, in my opinion^ correct. First of 
all, the uterus has not, inmiediately after delivery, any ** lining 
membrane " properly so called; next. Dr. A. H. Ringland has, in 
several cases of post partum hsemorrhage recorded by him, carried 
the solid perchloride into the uterus and applied it direct to the 
interibr of the uterus without producing any injurious results. 
{Proceedings of the Dublin Obstetrical Society ^ session 18Y3-'74.) 

I am not in a position to give an explanation of the cause of 
death in Mr. Boddy's case; but I believe it proved from Dr. A. H. 
Ringland's cases, in which he applied the solid perchloride to the 
iRuer surface of the uterus, and from my own (Dviblin Med. Jour.j 
April, 1874), in which I injected a small quantity of a strong 
solution into the uterus, and the application of the styptic to the 
inner surface of the uterus is not per se a dangerous practice^ 

I would point out that in Mr. Boddy's case an unnecessarily 
large quantity of the styptic was injected; for, though "the 
hsemorrhage ceased immediately on the injection of the solution,'^ 
the process was continued till the patient gave a shriek and died; 
and to this continuance of the injecting process after the purpose 
for which it was employed was attained, the fatal result, in my 
opinion, is to be attributed, which probably would not have 
occurred had but three or four, ounces of a strong solution (one 
part of the strong liquor to two of water) been employed. 

I think the profession are under a great obligation to Mr. Boddy 
for publishing this case. — Canada Med, and Surg, Jbur,^ Jan., "76. 

Drinking Water— Influence of Its Inorganic Constituents upon 
the Constitution of Consumers. 

Dr. W. J. Cooper (Sanitary Becord, September 11, 1876) 

forcibly urges the importance of the above subject. M. Papillon, 

by experiments, has shown that mineral matter, in dilute solution 

as well as in the food, effects the composition of the bones. Hence, 

the effect of altering the composition of the water supply may 

involve questions of vast importance to the organic structure of 

the body. If the water be deficient in lime, strontia or magnesia, 

the bones would be imperfectly supplied with mineral matter. By 

varying the water supply, it might be possible to alter the 

physical organization of an entire population. The following are 

illustrations of the serious consequences from incautious use of 

deep waters: At Hendon, England, some time since, an artesiaa 

well was bored to Finpply water to a stock of valuable horses. The 
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water was sparkling, pleasant to the taste, and quite free from 
organic imparity. The foals which drank the water soon died, and 
the whole stock became seriously affected with diarrhoea. On dis- 
continuance of the water the disease was arrested. The water 
contained considerable sulphate of soda and magnesia. At Rugby, 
the water from an artesian well was hailed with satisfaction at its 
brightness. The diarrhoea caused by its use was so severe that the 
supply had to be discontinued--«-too much epsom salt. 

Chloroform. 

According to C. Remys {Amer. Jour. Fha/rm,^ from Arch 

JPhxirm.) 1. Pure chloroform has a specific gravity of 1.500 at 
15° C, and boils at 60.5°. If the specific gravity be 1.492, the 
boiling point is 59.75 to 60° C, and the sample contains about ^ 
per cent alcohol. 

(2) A sample of higher boiling point than 60.5° C, contains 
amyl and butyl compounds; the specific gravity of such a sample 
may rise to 1.502. 

(3) A small quantity of alcohol is the best preservative of 
chloroform against decomposition. 

(4) Decomposition of chloroform takes place even in the dark. 
The smallest trace of moisture or air sets up change, the chief 
products being chlorine, hydrochloric acid and phosgene gas. 

(5) All commercial chloroform contains fusel oil. — Detroit 
Meview of Med, and Pharmacy y January, 1876. 

Inunction. 

Dr. W. R. FisHBB {Med, Record^ March 27, 1875), in an 

interesting discussion of inunction, reaches the following con- 
clusions : 

(1) The oils and fats .are essential to growth and development. 
' (2) Inunction is a valuable method of introducing these nutritive 
materials into the body, to be used when the stomach will not 
tolerate the oils, or when we wish to produce special effects by this 
method of application. 

(3) The vegetable oils are more suitable than the animal oils 
and fats for the purposes of inunction. 

(4) The oils and fats are chiefly useful in those diseases and 
derangements of the system in which wasting enters as an im- 
portant factor. Hence, we may expect that their employment by 
inunction will be specially beneficial in scrofula, constitutional 
syphilis and rickets, in convalescence from acute diseases, in 
nervous affections, and in many chronic diseases. 
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(5) Children 'are more suitable subjects for inunction than 

adultp, partly because their eusceptibility to external influences is 

much ,more acute than that which is exhibited at later periods of 

life, and partly because the applications are more easily made than 

in adults. 



Treatment of Functional Headache. 

For the headaches which depend •on anaemia of the brain, usually 
resultmg from nervous exhaustion, and following mental work or 
physical fatigue. Dr. Hamilton gives tea or cocoa at the time, 
and recommends the following prescription : 

5 Strychnia sulph 1 grain. 

Acidi phosh 6 drachms. 

Tr. Ferri. chlor 6 drachms. 

AquiB camphorsB 4 ounces. 

Sig. — A teaspoonful after eating. 

Aromatic spirits of ammonia and sherry may be given several 

times a day with good effect. Muriate of ammonia is an invaluable 

, remedy in these headaches, particularly in hemiorania. It should 

be given in very large doses — ^from ten grains to thirty — every 

hour until relief is obtained. — Medical Briefs January, 1876. 

Gelsemia. 

Dr. J. Ott, Philadelphia Medical TimeSy July 31, offers the 
following as the conclusions drawn from his experiments as to the 
physiological action of gelsemia: 

1. In cold blooded animals it paralyzes first the sensory ganglia 
and then the motor ganglia in the central nervous systein. This 
order is reversed in warm-blooded animals. 

2. It diminishes the pulse and pressure.. 

3. This decrease of pulse late is due to lessened irritability of 
the excito-motor ganglia of the heart. 

4. The fall of pressure is due to diminution of cardiac irrita- 
bility and vaso-motor tonus. 

5. It decreases the respiration through a paralyzing action on 
the respiratory centres. 

6. It dilates the pupil. 

7. It reduces the temperature. 

Dr. Ott's experiments were performed on froi^s, rabbits and 
kittens. He appends a brief statement and analysis of nine cases 
of poisoning by gelsemium in the human subject, showing a 
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complete analogy between the symptoms observed in these, and 
those experiments produced in the lower animals. — St. Louis Med, 
<xnd Surg, Jour,^ Jan., 1876. 



Bronchitis and Tuberculosis— which is first? 

RiNDFLEiscH {Ziemsen's Cyclopaedia, Vol. V,) believes that 
bronchitis is first, and tuberculosis secondary. He believes that 
in the catarrhal secretions of a scrofulous person is contained the 
tubercular poison which becomes inoculated in the edges and 
comers of the narrowest portions of the bronchi. :A similar 
secretion can inoculate the projecting edges of the larynx, the 
vocal cord, other points of the respiratory mucous membrane, aiid 
may even be swallowed and produce tubercles in the lymphatics of 
the intestines. — Ibid. m 



The Active Principle of Aloes. 

Dr. Wm. Cbaig, in an exhaustive paper on this subject, sums up 
{Pharm. Jour, and Trans,,) his conclusions as follows: 

1. Aloin may, by exposure to the air, undergo considerable 
chemical change without losing its physiological action as an 
active aperient. 

2. The resin of aloes, when thoroughly exhausted of aloin, 
possesses no purgative properties, and therefore cannot be the 
active principle of aloes. 



Compressed Air— Its Action. 

M. Bert {British Med, Jour., August 14, 1875), by a long series . 
of experiments, has shown that air compressed to a certain degree 
kills living beings in a very short time. I'his is due to the tension 
of the compressed^ oxygen. On submitting fresh meat,, beaten 
eg^s, urine, wine and milk to a strong tension of oxygen, he kept 
these substances in a perfect state of preservation. From these 
facts he concludes: (a) Oxygen of high tension effectually stops 
fermentation, so that the process is nob resumed on the restoration 
of the normal pressure; it kills all fermenting agents, (b) Its 
action on diastasic ferments is un appreciable; notwithstanding the 
presence of oxygen, they continue to be active for an unlimited 
period. 

Eczema Produced by Tincture of Arnica. 

Dr. Whittaker has {Ohio Clinic) lately encountered several 
cases illustrating the evils of the local application of tincture of 
arnica. One young man with orchitis applied it, and came to Dr. 
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Whittaker with an extensive and profound eczema, which lasted 
for three weeks. Another man, having let a ten-pin ball fall upon 
his toes, applied it to relieve the pain, and had a violent eczenaa, . 
which was not cured for two weeks. At the society at which this 
was read, Dr. Longworth mentioned the fact as something peculiar 
about this drug; the majority of persons may use it with.impunity, 
but it will now and then act as a virulent poison, producing an 
eczema not limited to the seat of its application, but which 
Ijjecomes universal, and is often very obstinate to treatment. — 
Atlanta Med. and Surg,^ Jan., IS'/B. 

Sulphide of Calcium, a Remedy for Diabetes. 

By J. M. Elborough Scatliff, M. B. Some few days since I was 
called to see a medical friend (well^nown to the profession) who 
was suffering from a localized inflammation threatening to terminate 
in suppuration. He was also the subject of diabetes, for which he 
had on a former occasion undergone the usual treatment (bran- 
bread, etc.) at the hands of an eminent London physician. 

Together with the onset of the inflammation above referred to 
he had an aggravation of all the diabetic symptoms come on, and 
he was, when I saw him, passing quarts of water night and day 
(sp. gr. 1028). At my request he tried Dr. S. Ringer's treatment 
(calc. sulphide one-eighth grain ter die), first in the form of 
powders mixed with sacch. lactis gr. iij., and afterwards in pills 
(made by Mr. Cox, of Brighton). He immediately experienced 
. great relief. Two days after he was passing only a normal 
quantity of water (eq. gr. 1028'6), and felt "quite comfortable." 
He had kept to his ordinary diet, and had not in any way avoided 
any amylaceous foods at the time. 

I find that Garrod speaks of the sulphide of ammonium as useful 
in diabetes, but only in so far as it "controls the morbid appetite;" 
but here was a case in which the whole train of morbid symptoms 
was cut short in a quick and decisive manner by the calcium 
sulphide. 

The inflanmiation also terminated in resolution, no pus forming. 
The patient most emphatically attributed his relief entirely to the 
action of the sulphide. — Canada Med, and Surg, Jour,^ Jan., "76. 

The Diagnosis of Cerebro-Splnai Meningitis. 

In a recent clinic Dr. Rickards remarked that, while pain in the 
head, vomiting, epileptiform attacks, disease of the optic disas, 
emaciation, eruptions, involuntary micturition, were symptoms 
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found in many head-affections, "the sudden onset of symptoms, pain 
in the • back of the neck, the stiffness of the muscles of the neck^ 
and retraction of the head, were sufficient to separate cerebro- 
spinal meningitis from hydrocephalus acutus, basilar meningitis,, 
and tumor of the brain, diseases to which, in its symptoms, it was 
nearly allied. — Pacific Med. and Surg. Jour,^ Jan., 1876. 

Post-Partum Pill. 

At Bellevue Hospital the following has a popular hospital 

reputation as a substitute for the regulation dose of castor-oil. 

after parturition : 

5 Ext. Colooynth Comp 

Hydrarg. Sub-muriat aa. 3 iij. 

Ext. Nucis Vom., 

Pulv. Aloes ; 

Pulv. Ipecac aa. grs. xx. 

M. et. div. in pil No. 120. One to four to be taken at a dose.-^ 

Atlanta Med. and Surg. Jour., Jan., 1876. 

Linimentum Ammonise. 

In reference to the old formula, which produces an emulsion, 
changing gradually into a semi-solid soap. Professor Tichbome 
recommended the following: 

Oleic acid 1 ounce. 

Water 2 ounces. 

Strong solution of ammonia 2 ounces. 

Mix the water and oleic oil, and add the solution of ammonia 
gradually but with agitation. This will yield a liniment of 
definite and unchangeable composition. — Med. Brief, Jan., 187,6. , 

How to Remove Adhesive Piaster. 

The portion of the plaster which is left adhering to the skin 
may be quickly and completely removed by the use of oil of 
turpentine and sweet oil. Use a little more than half turpentine. 
This compound carefully rubbed over the parts with a bit of cloth,, 
or sponge, and then washed off with warm soap-suds, will leave 
the surface as clean as nature ever intended. — Indiana Medical 
Journal, September, 1875. 

Contagiousness of Scarlatina. 

Dr. D. D. Speab, of Freeport, writes to the editor of the 
Medical Record, No. 263, an account of several outbreaks of 
Scarlatina, and from facts observed draws the following conclu- 
sions: 
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First, It is barely possible the dfeease may have arisen once in- 
dependently in the cases cited, though this is doubtful. 

Second. An unaffected person may be the carrier of the poison 
over a distance of many miles. 

And Thirdly, The character of the disease is not determined by 
the peculiar features of the disease from which one may become 
infected, but rather by some existing condition in the person 
attacked. — 8t, Louis Med, and Surg, Jour,^ Jan., 1876. 

Cholera Morbus. 

Patients admitted with this disease have been uniformly treated 
by placing them in bed, and administering ipecac, opium and 
' cinnamon in small doses. The following is the prescription which 
has been commonly employed: • 

9 Ipecac 1 . gr.' \, 

Opium , , gr« i' 

Cinnamon gr. ^. M. 

Such a dose is administered every four hours at first, and, as the 
symptoms subside, once in eight. The ipecac, however, is 
gradually increased in quantity to one grain, one grain and a half, 
etc., until three grain doses are reached. The intense thirst, which 
is quite .common in this class of cases, is met with pellets of ice 
, chiefly. Two patients were seen. One had passed about a pint 
of fresh blood early in the attack. Both were convalescing 
rapidly. — Cincinnati Med, NewSy January, 1876. 

To Check Vomiting from Cough. 

Consumptives and others suffering from paroxysms of cough 

frequently vomit their food in such paroxysms. Dr. Woilliez re- 
commends swabbing the pharynx before eating with a solution cf 
bromide of potash — 

5 . Pot. brom two drachms. 

Aquae destil four drachms. 

— warning the patient not to cough for a few minutes after the ap- 
plication. The same treatment is recommended for the vomiting 
of pregnancy. It is said to be very ^ccessful. — Medical Brief, 

Jervia— A New Alkaloid in Veratrum Viride. 

In the Amer, Jour, of Pharmacy iov Oct., 1875, Charles Bullock 
describes the alkaloid Jerv^a, known for a number of years as ex- 
isting in the root of veratrum album, but now found by him in the 
American species, viride. Its physiological properties are described 
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by Prof. H. C. Wood, Jr., as producing general weakness, without 
vomiting or purging, lowering arterial pressure and slowing of the 
pulse, profuse salivation, and finally convulsions. The chara<?ter 
of the convulsions is very peculiar and very constant. 

Atonyof the InteiBtinal Tract. 

Dr. T. McSherry has found the following prescription give sigr 
nal relief, in cases of torpor of the large and small intestines : 

Fl. ext. secal. cornut 7 drachms. 

Acid* phosphor, dilut 1 drachm. 

Teaspoonful three times a day. The phosphoric acid heightens 
the effect of the ergot. — The Medical Brief. 

Chronic Dysentery, 

The dysenteric symptoms in this, and a number of other cases, 
had been effectually reli«eved by the use of thirty drops of fluid 
extract of ergot three times a day. 

Some cases of acute form of the disease, for instance, when the 
patient had had six or eight passages daily, had yielded promptly 
to the same plan of treatment. In both instances Ihe patients were 
kept in bed. — Medical News, 

A powder for the Treatment of Coryza. 

Van der Corput {Le Progres Med,) recommends that the 
following powder be employed once or twice daily in cases of ob- 
stinate coryza: 

5 Subnitrate of bismuth .2 drachms. 

Pow;dered benzoin 1 drachm. 

Muriate of Morphia • 1 i grains. 

Mix, and make two powders. 

Pruritus Treated with Vinegar. 

Dr. Thackeray, of Dakota, writes t6 the Medical News, that he 
treats the pruritus formicans of pregnancy with cider vinegar, 
topically applied, and that he has never failed to cure with it. He 
procured the prescription from the late Professor S. Henry Dick- 
son.— ^^^«n^a Med. and Surg, Jour., Jan., 1876. 

Chlorai-Hydrate in Ozena* 

A solution of chloral-hydrate in water, in the proportion of 2 
parts to 250, is highly recommended in Ozena. It is employed by 
irrigation. — Pacific Med. and Surg, Jour., Jan., 1876. 
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A CASE OF THREATENED MISCARRIAGE. 

BY J. T. CRAIG, DB WITT, MO. 

Was called to see Mrs. J , a primipara aged twenty years, in about 

the sixth month of pregnancy. I iound her threatened with miscarriage 
and sufferisg with well-marked labor pains. Though not at all regular, 
the pains were severe — coming sometimes every ten minutes, again there 
would be very little pain for a half hour. On examination I found the 
uterus dilated sufficiently to admit the index finger very easily. There was 
also a small amount of hemorrhage. Thinking the case^urgent, I gave the 
following prescription and directed it to be repeated every six hours: 

3 Quin. Sulph 

Potass. Br aa grs x. 

Morph. Sulph grs 8. 

I directed her kept perfectly quiet, and as I was residing some little 
distance from her home, I staid to see the effect of the dose. At the 
expiration of an hour, she complained of no pain and was resting so 
nicely that I left her, after requesting them to call me again if needed. I 
did not see her again until the next day, when on calling, I found her 
still perfectly free from pain. Having had only one slight return, when 
the nurse had failed to give the medicine at the proper tinie. I directed 
the prescription continued, and have had a complete recovery in this and 
two similar cases since. 



BROMO-CH L.ORAL.UM. 



Membranous Croup. 

Extract from letter of Jas. E. Keaton, M. D., Nolan's River, Johnson 
Co., Texas, Jan. 25th, 1876. 

'*I have recently had an opportunity of testing the effect of Bromo- 
Chloralum in a case of membranous croup — as severe and well defined as 
any I have seen in 18 years of. practice — the patient a little boy five years 
of age. I commenced treatment by giving an emetic of alum and honey 
and applying to the throat cloths wrung out of cold water, then swabbed 
the throat with a dilution of Bromo-Chloralum, one part to four parts of 
water, and commenced giving it internally, 5 drops in one tablespoonfiil of 
water every hour for four doses, then every hour and a half for four or five 
more doses, then every two hours continuing for 24 hours, also swabbing 
^ the throat as before every 2 er three hours for the same length of time. In 
about six hours, signs of improvement were quite evident. No other treat- 
ment but the Bromo-Chloralum and cloths wrung out of cold water was 
used, after it was commenced, till the third or fourth day when very small 
^doses of Fluid Ext. Ipecac every four hours were used in connection with 
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the '^Bromo/' A remarkable teature of the case was that whenever the 
choking became more severe, swabbing would give almost instant relief. 
The voice became natural in about one month, and I had the satisfaction 
of seeing the little sufferer fully restored, although it had been said when I 
took the case ^Vthe child was bound to die, and by not sending for a doc- 
tor useless expense would be saved/' 

Preservation of the Dead. 

Extract from letter of Rev. John Gregory, Pastor of M. P. church, 
Colnellsville, Pa. 

^^ I wish to report a case where Bromo-Chloralum was put to a severe test 
and fully sustained its reputation. 

A year ago a ministerial friend of mine died in an adjoining town. He 
died early on Friday morning. His brother came on Saturday to attend 
the funeral and take the body back with him to East Liverpool, Ohio. As 
there were no trains running on the Sabbath, it was impossible to return 
until Monday, and the brother was in great trouble, as it seemed impossible 
to preserve the corpse until Monday, and then take it over a hundred miles 
to be interred. I at once urged the use of ^^ Bromo,'' and after obtaining 
two pint bottles went with him to the house of the deceased. The body 
had already commenced to decompose, and the friends dispaired of keep- 
ing it. The " Bromo" was at once applied and followed up according to 
directions. The result astonished everybody. 

The body was kept until Monday, taken to Pittsburgh on the cars, trans- 
ferred by Express wagon to Allegheny city, and thence by rail to East 
Liverpool, Ohio. When the coffin was opened in the church, to the as- 
tonishment of all, the corpse was in a p^ect state of preservation ; and 
and this was, I am sure, the direct result of the proper application of the 
* * Bromo-Chloralum. " 

Those who used **The New Disinfecanf on that occasion will not be 
likely to forgot its marvellous powers. 

I find it very useful as a Oargle^ and for service in many other ways. A 
few months since a number of cases of small-pox occurred here and I re- 
commended its use through the town papers, as a disinfectant and wash, it 
was used with the best results, and I notice that the druggists are ^keeping 
it more generally than before. 



BiilXlB IOI>0-BBOMIJ[>£ OF CALCIUM COMP, 



In Tonsilitis, &c. 

Extract from letter of G. P. H. Taylor, M. D., No. 45, Yandam St., 
New York, Jan. 26, '76. 

*^I find the Elixir lodo-Bromide Calcium Comp., a good substitute for 
the many preparations of Iodine- -especially the Iodide of Potassium and 
Sodium, having all their medicinal virtues without their nauseous taste. 
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In ftflfections of the throat and tonsils, the "Solution lodo" is excellent, ^and 
is an elegant preparation as a counter-irritant in Tonsilitis, &c. I have 
also found the Elixir, combined with Mercury, very efficacious in Syphili^^ 
in both its primary and secondary stage. " 

Rheumatism. 

Cleveland, N; Y., Sept. 10, 1875. 
Messrs. Editobs Joubnal Matebia Medica. 

Gentlemen — having a very severe and protracted case of sub-acute 

rheumatism, which had proved rebellious to nearly all recognizable 

methods of treatment, I determined to test the value of your lodo-Bromide. 

Calcium Comp. The result was very gratifying to myself and patient, 

the improvement being prompt and positive. D. T. WHYBORN, M. D. 



FIRWEIEN. 



By W. P. Wilcox, Valparaiso, Ind., Feb. 2d, 1876. 
I have been handling '*Firwein" but a short time, yet it has so far given 
general satisfaction, and is rapidly growing into favor. The report of 
my patronizing physicians so far as they have used it, is excellent, and I 
have no doubt it will have a very large sale in a short time. 

Firwein in Acute and Chronic Bronchitis. 

By G. E. Lawrence, 8m}rna, N. Y., Feb»y. 28, '76. '^ "9^-1 
Gentlemen — I have recently treated several cases of Acute and Chronic 
Bronchitis with Firwein, and was both surprised and gratified with the 
quick response to treatment. I am using the Fir«^ein in a case of con- 
firmed Phthisis Pulmonalis with excellent effect. It is relieving it by 
causing free expectoration and allaying irritation to a much greater extent 
than I ever expected from the use of any medicine. I am treating a case 
of sub-acute Laryngitis with very gratifying results, and I can con- 
■ scientiously recommend the Firwein to the profession. 

Dr. Dickinson of Stephentown, N. Y., reports several cases of Bronchial 
and Lung difficulties cured by the Firwein, and will report in full. 

Firwein in Asthma. 

• Several cases are reported by Physicians as much relieved, being of a 
chronic type, time is required for a cure. 



^"Correspondents will oblige by writing plainly their names, Toum, 
County and State, We are frequently unable to answer letters because these 
are omitted. 
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DIGEST OF MEDICAL REPORTS. 



BY JOSEPH BATES, M. D. 

Ergot in Diabetes Insipidus, — Dr. DaCosta has communicated 
to the Philadelphia College of Physicians a case of diabetes in- 
sipidus, in which he believes that a cure was effected by ergot in 
about six weeks. It was used at first hypodermically, but causing 
so much local disturbance, the fluid extract was given by the 
stomach thr^e times daily in drachm doses, increased after ten days 
to two drachms. (The American Medical Weekly^ Sept. 25, 1876.) 

J. H. Carstens, M. D., of Detroit, Med. College, strongly 
advocates the use of suppositories, in the treatment of dysentery, 
composed of quinine, ergot and ipecac. {Cincinnati Medical 
News^ March, 18V5. 

Bronchocele. — Edw. Borck, M. D., read before the St. Louis 
Medical Society, Jan, 30, 1875, an interesting paper on the treat- 
ment of bronchocele. The author quotes the views of the most 
eminent physicians and surgeons of this country and Europe; 
reports the medical and surgical treatment of several cases, and as 
a result of his reiJearch, i^ays: — "With this showing it would seem 
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better to remove a bronchocele at once with a knife, when it is 
amalL {St. Louis Med. and Surg, Jour,^ March, 1875.) 

Tetanus, — M. VBRXBmL communicated to the Surgical Society 
of Paris, two cases of tetanus treated by himself with chloral. 
The first patient took two days after the invasion of the disease, 6 
grammes of chloral which ^t once completely arrested the disease, 
the patient was. cured after 25 days' treatment. In the second,* 
tetanus supervened, ten days after a wound in the head which had 
almost cicatrized. Ten grammes of chloral were given daily, and 
the cure was completed in a moriih. 

If, after administering 15 grammes of chloral, no benefit results, 
M. V. believes it is because the chloral is not pure, or that ab- 
sorption does not tike place from the digestive tube. In 1868, M. 
V. had not seen a case of tetanus cured; since that period he has 
employed chloral and cured 5 cases which giv»e a proportion of 
2-5th cures. Amer, Jour, of the Med. SoienoeSy July, 1875. 

M. BouROT, of Mans, reported to the Surgical Society of Paris, 
a case of traumatic tetanus successfullv treated by chloral and 
morphine. The subject of it was a man, aet. 29, who had received 
a wound of his head from a fall, Jan. 27. Tetanus manifested 
itself thirty-six hours afterwards bv rieidity of the muscles of the 
neck, and 8 grammes of chloral were given, which produced some 
benefit. On the 2d and 3d of Feb. the tetanic symptoms became 
worse; there was opisthotonus; 8 grains of chloral were given and 
subcutaneous injections of morphia. This treatment was continued 
until the 15th of Feb. when the morphia was discontinued, the 
chloral was continued. From the 19th to the 25th, the tetaaus 
progressively diminished and gradually yielded to the chloral. 
During the duration of the disease the patient took 228 grammes 
of chloral, and gr. 1-82 of morphia, by subcutaneous injections, or 
by the mouth. Dr. B. recommends the association of morphia 
with chloral in the treatment of tetanus. Amer. Jour, of Med. 
Sciences, Oct., 1874, also Jour. Hehdom., June, 1874. 

Incontinence of Urine in Children. — Dr. D. H. Hayden 
enumerates four points which seem to hold out the prospect of cure, 
viz. : First, training the child to retain its water during the day 
as long as possible. Second, the cold douche. Third, the . 
moderate use of fluids towards night, and total abstinence from 
tea. Fourth, the internal use of belladonna, given in increasing 
doses, till its specific effects are produced. — St. Louis Med. and 
Surg. Jour. 
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Hydrophol^ia. — Dr. O. Db Stbfaijo relates, in the Gazzetta' 
Xtaliana^ three instances of perspns bitten by the same rabid dog. 
The first case was that of Napolitano Rosa, aged 60 years. The 
dog bit him severely on the back of the hand. DbStbfano was 
in tbe apothecary's shop where the bitten man at once applied for 
relief. PeStefano immediately had recourse to pledgets of lint 
.dipped in liquid ammonia, having first washed the wound 
thoroughly. When they became dry, other pledgets, similarly 
}moistene(j! with liquid ammonia, were substituted for the first. In 
iten days tbe )y^ound was quite healed. The second case was that 
<of Antonio iGapiraso, about ten years old, bitten by the same 
-dog in the left leg. Dr. DeStefano treated the boy precisely as 
he had treated the man, and with a like result. 

The third case was that of Teresa of 60 years, bitten by the 
«ame rabid anin^al. The poor woman, unaware of her great peril, 
.nought for no treatment, and consequently received none. After, 
the lapse of six months, symptoms, as well marked as possible of 
hydrophobia appeared, and the patient died. These cases certainly 
appear deserving of the utmost attention. The Doctor^ Oct., 1875. 

When and how to use Mercury in Syphilis, — Dr. J. Hutchin- 
jsa^ {British Med. Jbur,^ Jan. 24, 1875) sums up an elaborate 
^ticle e;^pressijqig his own ojpinion upon the above inquiry as 
follows; 

(1) Mercury is probably a true vital antidote against the 
syphilitic virus, and is capable of bringing about a real cure. 

(2) In practice this real cure is proved by the restoration of 
many cases to good health, and in some by the renewed sus- 
ceptibility to contagion. 

(3) The probability of cure depends upon 1>he stage of the 
disease and the perseverance of treatment. 

(4) To secure the antidotal effect of mercury against syphilis a 
considerable quantity should be introduced into the system and its 
use be protracted for a long time. 

(5) Ptyalism, etc., should be avoided, as they prevent the 
sufficiently prolonged use of the remedy. 

(6) In those peculiarly susceptible to the use of mercury the 
dose should be reduced rather than the drug omitted. 

(7) Mercury should be resorted to at once in all cases in which 
a chancre shows a tendency to indurate. 

(8) Thus early treated many indurate chancres never are 
followed by secondary symptoms. In other cases in which 
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secondary symptoms do occur they are milder than if allowed to* 
develop without specific treatment. . Further, the secondary stage 
' is delayed. 

That secondary symptoms occur at all is proof that the remedy 
was not given with sufficient perseverance. 

(9) The risk of tertiary symptoms is in ratio of the severity 
and prolonged duration of the- secondary stage. 

(10) There are grounds for believing that tertiary symptoms 
of sypliilis are both less frequent and less severe in those who have 
been efficiently treated by mercury tban in others. 

(11) Mercury cautiously given does not, in most instances, do 
any injury to the general health, and its local inconveniences may 
usually be prevented. 

(12) The real antidotal effect of mercury in syphilis should 
lead tO' a more prolonged use of it in the hope of destroying all 
lingering germs of the malady. 

(13) Iodide of potassium possesses little or no efficacy either 
against the primary or secondary forms of syphilis. 

(14) It does hot matter much whether mercury be given by the 
mouth, by inunction or by vapor bath, if care be taken to avoid 
salivation, purgation, etc. 

(15) The doses usually resorted to for internal administration 
are too large, and thus necessitate the premature discontinuance of 
the remedy. 

(16) If one form of administration does not succeed, another 
should be tried, and in no case of difficulty should the vapor bath 
be forgotten. Detroit Review of Med, and Pharmacy^ Feb., '^75. 

Anilin in Chorea, — By Henry M. Fiskb, M. D., San Francisco. 
It wds first used by Justin of Marseilles, and by him com- 
municated to the Academy of Medicine. He noticed that the 
workers in coal tar were seldom afflicted with chorea, and that 
those having it and moving on to the street being macadamized 
with stone and coal tar, were cured by the inhalation of its vapor. 
He found that coal tar, when placed in the apartments occupied 
by the diseased persons, exerted a very remarkable influience on the 
disease. He then commenced its administration internally, and 
proved that though the disease was not cured, its severity was much 
abated. Thinking the tar possessed impurities the removal of 
which would make it more efficacious,, he tried the various 
preparations known as amy lie acid, amy lie alcohol, and the 
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valerianio acid, finding all more or less valuable, though not 
possessing the properties of the vaporized tar. 

He was called to treat a girl thirteen years of age, a very un- 
promising case, the spasmodic movements were so great that she 
could hardly be retained in her chair, the least air or disturbance 
renewing them. She had been treated with iron, quinine and 
strychnia, valerian, and the multitude of remedies usually pre- 
scribed in such cases, notwithstanding the spasmodic movements 
grew worse instead of better. She , also presented marked in- 
dications of tuberculosis and muscular degeneration. The Dr. 
bethought himself of anilin as one of the products of the coal 
tar, and gave it in one grain doses, four times a day, in pills,* in 
connection with ext. gentian, directing the patient's bowels to be 
kept open with a pill made after the following formula; Q. Nit. 
Bismuth, gr. xx, sulph. alumini, gr. xxx, ext. gentianse, q. s. M. 
Ft. pil. XX. One night and morning. These were given so long 
as the constipation lasted, which was about two weeks. At first 
the anilin produced a little nausea, which soon subsided. After 
the fourth day of treatment, it was continued with camphor, in 
pills one grain each. Patient was cured in two weeks. Dr. Justin, 
'who prescribed in the above case, reports several cases in which 
like results followed. Dr. P^ter Jones, of Terre Haute, Indiana, 
is quoted in this paper, as having used anilin with like success in 
several cases, notably one which had continued for fifteen years. 
Dr. Aaron Wilson^ of Nachitoches, is mentioned as having used 
this a^ent; especially among the negro population, and with 
marked success. The author of this paper states that it is best to 
commence witn half grain doses of the medicine, gradually in- 
creasing till two grains are given for a dose. 

Of the sulphate, three or four grains, gradually increased to 
eight or ten grains, may be used. It is stated that blueness of the 
«kin is a frequent result of the treatment, which soon passes away, 
:and need create no alarm. Pacific Med, and Surg. Jour,^ Oct. '75, 

Hydro-chloral hy the Rectum in the Vomiting of Pregnancy. 
— Dr. D. B. Simmon's, Chief Surgeon to Ken Hospital, Yokahama, 
JTapan, reports (Med» Record^ June 1, 1874) four cases of excessive 
vomiting of pregnancy in which 30 grain doses of chloral morning 
and evening, administered in mucilage by the rectum, afforded 
marked relief. 

We believe that hydro-chloral, administered in this manner, will 
relieve most cases of nervous or sympathetic vomiting, where there 
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18 no inflammation especially. Even in Btrangulated hernia, on 
theoretical grounds, it ought to act well, not only in checking the 
vomiting, but in producing relaxation. — American Jour, of Med^ 
Sciences^ July,. 1874. 

N. S. Davis, read a very interesting paper before the Chicago^ 
Society of Physicians and Surgeons on the Causes, Pathology and 
Indications for Treatment, of Bowel Affections of Young Children. 
Every point is well taken, and fairly presented. The statistics of 
mortality of Chicago, from June 1st, 1874, to August Ist, 1875 ir 
tabulated, shewing the number of deaths, in each month, over five 
years, under five years and over two, and the number under two* 
years, and the total mortality of each month. He shows very con-- 
clusively that the proeguminal cause of these bowel affections in 
young children, is to be attributed to atmospheric vicissitudes. 
Dr. D. very appositely remarks: — " It is a well established fact thati 
heat increases the excitability of living animal tissues, while by 
separating the organic atoms farther from each other, it diminishes 
the tonicity or force of vital aflinity. When to this effect o£ 
temperature is added the depressing effect of a deficiency of ozone^ 
that generally accompanies high temperature and high degrees of 
atmospheric moisture, we have just that combination of influences 
calculated to establish a morbid degree of sensitiveness coupled 
with loss of tone in the delicate mucous membrane of the alimen- 
tary canal in young children. These pathological conditions- 
diminish the natural function of the membrane as an absorbing, 
surface, an increase in the tendency to exudation or effusion. 
Hence the frequent and thin discharges, varying in degree from 
only two or three per day, of a semi-fluid character up to the most 
violent cholera morbus." 

To avoid the causes of this malady, the Dr. suggests as the most 
effectual method, the removal of the infants, either to an elevated^ 
hilly or mountainous region, where the water would be pure, the 
air dry, and the nights cool; or to floating hospital ships, in which 
they may be carried out far enocrgh from land to get the cooler 
and purer air of the sea or lake. 

Other preventive measures he advocates, such as free ventilation 
of dwellings, and especially the sleeping rooms, bathing, <fec.;: 
during the pleasantest part of each day, let the infants be taken 
out freely in the open air. He observes if the child begins to look 
pale, its flesh to feel soft and dabby, and the passages from the 
bowels to be slightly more treqiuent and fluid than natural, the* 
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following formula may be used :with great benefit: §. Aromat. 
Sulph, Aoid, 3ij.; Tinct. Opii, 3j.; Tinct. Cincho»aB, § jSB.;*Syr. 
Prun. Virgin., | jss. M. From five to ten drops of this may be 
given in a teaspoonful of water to a child under eight months of 
age. From ten to fifteen drops may be given when the child is 
between eight and eighteen months, and it may be repeated from 
one to three times a day. Those, who read carefully the entire 
paper will find it one of merit. — Chicago Med. Jour, and Me- 
aminery Oct., 1875. 

Medical Notes. — Dr. Snow, in his monthly summary of the 
vital statistics of Providence for Jan. 1876, remarts; — "It is a 
popular idea that very mild weather in winter is very unhealthly. 
Let us examine this theory. Jan. 1875, was remarkably cold; Jan. 
1876, was remarkably mild. The first Jan. was colder, and the last 
warmer, than any corresponding month for many years. Let us 
compare the mortuary results. The deaths from some prominent 
causes in the two months were as : — Jan. 1876. Jan. 1875. 

Whole number of deaths, , , 115. 159, 

Pneumonia 15. 35. 

Consumption 22. 31. 

Croup 5.> 10. 

Bronchitis 1. 6. 

Scarlatina 4. 19. 

This shows a large decrease in the warm Jan. of the present year, 
not only in the whole number of deaths, but also, especially, in 
those causes of death which might be suppossed to be influenced 
by the winter weather. 

This result agress with my observation for many years past. 

Extreme cold, or extreme heat, if continued for a week or more, 
increases the mortality, while more temperate weather, whether in 
"winter or summer, is favorable to health. 

The population of Providence, by the census of June 1, 1876, 
vras 100,676. The mortality last month (Jan.) was, therefore, at 
the annual rate of only 13.7 in each 1000 of the population. In 
Jan. 1875, calling the population the same, the deaths were at the 
Tate of 18.9 per 1000." {The Boston Med, and Surgical Journaly 
Feb. 24, 187$.) 

Cannabis Indica. — A. N. Gould, M. D., Great Falls, N. H., re- 
ports a case of senile trembling, of three years standing, in a lady 
nearly eighty years of age. For three years she had not been able 
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to dress herself. For six months preceeding the time that Dr. G. 
took charge of the case, the patient's mental and bodily power had 
slowly and surely failed. 

There was considerable mental excitement and hallucination. 
The Dr. prescribed: 

5 Fl. Ext. Cannabis Indica, gtt. cxcji. . 

Spts. Lav. Comp., 

Spts. Ether, Comp ffa q. s. to make § iv. 

S. Teaspoonful three times a day in a little sugar and water. M. 
In two weeks the patient was able to dress herself, strong and men- 
tal faculties restored. — {The St, Louis Eclectic Medical Journal^ 
Feb. 18'/5.) 

Ergotin in Cro^ipous Pneumonia, — Dr. Wycish, (Allg. Med. 
Cent. Zeitung) administered ergotin in six cases of croupous pneu- 
monia with favorable results. 

In one such case with profuse serous and albuminous expectora- 
tion, the latter ceased entirely within two hours after the adminis- 
tration of the ergot of rye in powder, and the coarse rattling rales 
in both lungs gave way to the crepitation heard in the early stages 
of the disease. This effect lasted for two days, and a second and 
even a third return of the expectoration, the ergot was adminis- 
tered with the same good results. None of the other five cases of 
pneumonia in which the ergot was employed terminated fatally, no 
residua were left in any; the effect of the ergot in all was to dimin- 
ish the amount^ of the exudation and consequently the expectoration. 
The Dr. would not advise the use of the ergot in large infiltrations, 
in emphysema, in cases of rupture of cerebral vessels, or in exhaus- 
ted or decrepit individuals, as it might in such cases prove hazard- 
ous.*^(4/^. Wein, Med, Ziet,) — {The Cincimiati Lancet and Ob- 
server^ June, 1876.) 

Dropsy, — Daniel Milliken, M. D., of Hamilton, 0., read a paper 
before the Union District Med. Society at Hamilton, O., on dropsy, 
Apr. 29, 18Y5. The paper is one of merit, and commends itself to 
the consideration of the profession. 

The author briefly enumerates the maladies and the pathological 
conditions under which dropsy may eupervene as a symptom, and 
the general method of treatment. The treatment suggested must, 
of necessity, be very various, and depends upon the organ ar or- 
gana implicated. Dr. M. closes his interesting paper as follows; — 
If the dropsy is caused only by cardiac disease, and the blood re- 
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mains of fair quality^ we may boldly set to work to diminish the 
volame of the blood by active purgation, or even by venesection. 
We may in any case attempt thb by diaphoresis and diuresis. If 
there exists a lai^e collection in the abdomen, so large as to inter- 
fere with the play of the diaphragm, and consequently to interfere 
with the free return of blood from the brain, tapping will relieve 
the heart and lungs from pressure. The same procedure is of 
<x)urse proper in threatened cedema of the lungs. May we bleed 
patients who are absolutely dying from pulmonary oedema? We 
may, even when their blood is impoverished and watery. The 
operation in such a case is the forlomed sort of a forlorn hope. It 
should be done when there is not the shadow of a chance of recov- 
ery without the venesection, and with the understanding that there 
i« not the ghost of a chance of recovery from a second attack after 
the venesection. — T?ie Cincin^iati Lancet and Observer^ June, 1876. 
At a meeting of the Detroit Academy of Medicine, Dec. 10, 1875, 
Dr. Lathrop related a case of ozoena, in which the patient found 
•complete relief in the persistent use of new milk and common salt. 
About a teaspoonful of salt was dissolved in a pint of milk. The 
remedy is one that commends itself to notice by its simplicity. — 
The Detroit Review of Medicine and Pharmacy^ March, 1875. 
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MEDICATED ICE. 



The possibility of using frozen antiseptics in medicine was 
recently pointed out by Mr. Edward Martin, in a letter to the 
Lancet^ as follows: — "Every practitioner has at times to face the 
difficulties of the scarlatinal throat in young children. It may 
sadly want topical medication; but how is he to apply it? Young 
•children. cannot gargle, and to attempt the brush or the spray 
often fills them with terror. In many cases neither sternness nor 
coaxing avails. Yet these little ones in almost every case will 
greedily suck bits of ice. This has long been my chief resource 
where I could not persuade the child to submit to the sulphurous- 
acid spray. Lately I have been trying an ice formed of a frozen 
solution of the acid (or some other antiseptic). Though of course 
not so tasteless as pure ice, the flavor is so much lessened by the 
iow temperature, and probably also through the parched tongue 
very little appreciating any flavor whatever, that I flnd scarcely 
any complaint on that score from the little sufferers, they generally 
take to it very readily. The process of making it is very simple; 
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a large test-tabe immorsed in a mixture of pounded ice and salt is 
the only apparatus required, and a momentary dip of the tube in 
hot water enables one to turn out the cylinder of ice as the cook 
turns out her mould of jelly. I have tried the three following 
formulsd, all of which answer, though I think I prefer the first: 

1. Sulphurous acid, half a drachm; water seven drachms and 
a half; mix and freese. 

2. Chlorate of potassium, one scruple; water, one ounce; 
dissolve and freeze. 

3. Solution of chlorinated soda, half a drachm; water, one 
ounce; mix and freeze. 

However, the form is of secondary importance, as each practi- 
tioner can construct his own. Boracic acid, salicylic acid, or any 
other harmless antiseptic with not too much taste, would, doubtless, 
be as useful as those indicated. 
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ATROPIA IN OPIUM POISONINO 



Some practical remarks concerning the use of atropia in cases 
of opium poison are contained in a lecture on the treatment of 
opium poisoning by Prof. H. C. Wood. 

Dr. Wood says that atropia should be employed not as an anti- 
dote, but as a remedy when the respiration is failing, precisely as 
alcohol is used when the circulation is failing. It is a powerful 
stimulant to the respiratory centres. If it be administered in 
small doses when the breathing is very slow, the respirations are 
increased very remarkably ia frequency, and the carbonic acid 
being thrown off from the blood the patient arouses, restored to 
consciousness, not by the direct but by the indirect action of the 
remedy upon the nerve-centres. Use the alkaloid hypodermically, 
and in very small repeated doses. Belladonna poisoning has often 
been produced by the improper use of atropia. It is commonly 
stated .that the pupils should be the guide, the quantity given being 
regulated by the amount of the dilatation produced. It is not 
proper to rely solely or chiefly on the state of the pupils. Inasmuch 
as the atropia is given to stimulate the respiration, its influence on 
that function should direct us in its administration. Suppose we 
had a patient who was in the last stages of opium poisoning, with 
slow respirations — down to four or five in the minute, — and had 
exhibited one-thirtieth of a grain of atropia hypodermically. If 
in fifteen minutes or half an hour the respirations had risen to ten^ 
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we should know that the desired end wm being accomplished, and 
as long as the breathing continued to increase ie rapidity we should 
give no more of the remedy; but if the respirations began to grow 
less frequent, it would be proper to exhibit the one-sixtieth of a 
grain, and repeat it every half hour until the breathing showed 
the effect, or the dilatation of the pupil warned us that we were 
approaching the danger-point. The golden rale is, Give the least 
possible quantity that toill produce the required effeet.-^-Medical 
J^rief, Feb., 1876. 
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RHEUMATIC FEVER AND ITS TREATMENT, 



At a recent meeting of the British Medical Association at 
Edinburgh, Dr. James Johnston brought forward for consideration 
with regard to the causation of rheumatic fever, the non- 
conversion of starchy food into glucose in consequence of irritation 
from improper food or from exposure to cold and damp, and the 
conversion in the caecum of the undigested starch into lactic acid, 
which being absorbed produced the phenomena of the disease. In 
regard to the treatment to be observed he advocated the use of bi- 
carbonate of soda, given in enema, instead of potash. In twenty 
cases so treated the temperature had gone down to below the 
normal istate in the course of seven days. ^ In a preceding paper 
Dr. Russell Reynolds had shown how early relief had been ob- 
tained, not only from pain, but from the abnormal heat by the use 
of the tincture of the perchloride of iron, forty-four per cent, of 
first attacks being convalescent within the first week, whilst of 
those in the Second, third, or fourth attacks, forty-two per cent, 
recovered within the same period. In the discussion that followed 
the reading of Dr. Johnston^s paper, Dr. Long Fox, of Bristol, 
stated that he was more content with the practice of frequent 
blistering of the joints than he was with anything else, especially 
when this was combined with the use of alkalies. Mr. Meacham, 
who could speak from experience, believed that carbonate of soda 
was one of the very best remedies we have in medicine for rheu- 
matic fever or rheumatism. He would not have any objection to 
take two drachms of carbonate of soda at any time when he 
suspected an attack was approaching. — Atlanta Med. aaid Hurg, 
Jour.^ Feb., 1876. 
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B4.CTEBIA AND SEPTIC^ KI A. 



In an elaborate experimental paper {New York Med, Record^) 
Dr. T. E. Satterthwaite arrives at the following conclusions: 

1. Bacteria are certain vegetable organisms which belong 
probably to the algse; they are found abundantly in nature, but 
chiefly where there is moisture. 

2. They exist in the body in health, covering the mucous 
membranes from the mouth to the anus, and sometimes appear to 
penetrate a certain distance into the system, without causing 
symptoms of disease. 

3. They also exist in putrefying fluids, and in various disease- 
processes, occurring in hot and cold abscesses, in the blebs of 
erysipelas, and in simple blisters. 

4. It is doubtful whether the virulent principle of infective 
diseases is albuminous. 

5. This principle does not reside in the perfectly clear fluid 
that passes through porous clay. In putrid infectious fluids this 
appears to be certain. The poison is rendered less virulent by 
repeated filtrations through common filter paper. 

6. The virulent principle may be boiled for hours, filtered 
numbers of times in the ordinary way, boiled with, alcohol, and 
again filtered and dried, and yet the watery extract of such a dry 
residue will produce septic symptoms. It is therefore soluble, or 
at least suspended, in water. 

7. The liquid which is thus poisonous may be clear to the eye, 
but contains granules under the microscope. 

8. These granules have not produced bacteria in a number of 
instances when they were placed in a suitable condition to do so. 

9. We cannot, therefore, feel that satisfactory evidence has 
been brought to show that, in any of the diseases or processes 
enumerated, minute organisms are the sole and sufficient causes 
of disease. 
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TOTAL DESTRUCTION OF ONE LUNO. 



Dr. J. Dowling, of Tipperary, reports the case of a girl aged 
eighteen, who until within a few weeks of her death had been a 
domestic with a farmer, who, she stated, knocked her down and 
kicked her. To this she attributed her illness, which was 
characterized by a "dragging" pain in the side of the chest. 
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lassitude and debility. Her ciase was diagnosticated as one of 
pleuritic effusion, and after some time she was sent to hospital. 
She was then able to walk about the ward, but with a languid air 
and a feeble step. For two or three weeks before death she was 
confined to her bed; dyspnoea increased^ her face became somewhat 
livid, and she lay upon her back. On post-mortem examination it 
was found that the right lung had been entirely destroyed, and the 
space formerly occupied by it was filled with purulent fluid. The 
former connection of the lung with the heart was marked by a 
semi-cartilaginous substance not more than two ounces in weight. 
Some serous effusion was found in the left pleural cavity, but the 
lung appeared healthy. The heart was of normal size. There 
was no fracture of the ribs, nor were there any marks of, violence 
on the girl when she was first seen by her physician. Further 
investigation was prevented. The case is interesting from the fact 
that life was maintained until all but the whole of one lung^ was 
converted into pus, which was confined in the thorax; and also 
that no hemorrhage had taken place, while death from sudden 
hemorrhage might have been anticipated. The latter fact, Dr. D. 
thinks, seems to show that the process of suppuration is sufficient 
to occlude even vessels of the largest calibre. — Atlanta Medical 
and Surg, Jour,^ Feb., 1876. 



I • ^ • I 



THE ARREST OF HEMORRHAGE, 



In a late lecture, Mr. Maunder stated his conclusions from his 
cases of hemorrhage, as follows: 

1. That no operation is to be performed when bleeding has 
ceased, unless a repetition of it would directly endanger life. 

2. That the bleeding vessel is to be sought at the seat of 
injury, and to be secured, if divided at both ends, either by a 
ligature or by torsion; if only wounded, by a ligature above and 
below the wound; or after section, by torsion. 

a. That the injured vessel is only to be tied on the cardiac side 
of, and at a distance from, a wound in it, when the attempt to 
secure it at the wound has either been made and failed, or when 
such an attempt would be either anatomically injurious or patholo- 
gically useless. 

4. That it is desirable to ligature the br^tchial artery, rather 
than both radial and ulnar, for secondary hemorrhage from the 
hand. 
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5. That ligature of the brachial, while it stops bleeding, also 
arrests destructive inflammatory changes caused by useless local 
efforts to check hemorrhage. 

6. That the blood flowug from the distal side of a wound in an 
artery, or ligature upon it, will in the lower extremity be often, in 
the upper extremity occasionally, venous in color. 

7. That in malignant disease, when the growth cannot be 
removed and it is impossible to check bleeding by milder measures, 
the feeding artery may be ligatured in its continuity. 

8. Where a part is more or less disorganized, and hemorrhage 
renders repair very doubtful, amputation should be performed te 
arrest bleeding and remove a hurtful member. 

9. Indirect compression will occasionally arrest severe bleeding. 

10. That both the axillary and the femoral arteries may be 
wo*unded, and a pulse be felt at the extremity of the limb. 

11. That a wound in an artery may be recognized by the warm 
blood impinging on the inserted finger. 

12. That direct compression upon the bleeding point will often 
succeed after the main artery has been tied, though it failed before; 
and this fact is a justification for tying a main vessel. — Medival 
and Surgical Reporter^ July, 1875. 
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CASE OF RUPTURE OF THE BLADDER, 



BY FREEMAN H. CHASE, M. D., OBLAND, ME. 



Townsend (an old English Soldier) aged 79 years, a resident of 
Orland, Maine, and by occupation a farmer and cooper, was 
seized during the night of Feb. 2 2d, with a severe attack of 
^^ diarrhoea," during a paroxysm of straining accompanying the 
acts of defecation, was siezed with a strange feeling — slight 
vertigo, with a constant desire to void his urine, all of which 
symptoms, however, (save the last) quickly passed away. Near 
night of the next day, Feb. 23rd, I was summoned, but being 
engaged, did not see him until the next morning, found him quiet 
in bed, complaining chiefly of "his inability to pass his urine." 
He had a large tumor or swelling over lower part of bowels — say 
3 inches above the " symphysis pubis." 

On introducing the catheter, found no urine, but some clotted* 
blood, which afterwards oozed from his urethra. As for his 
symptoms, there was no change of pulse^ no change of tem- 
perature by thermometer, no sickness of stomach, no pain; in fact. 
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no leading symptoms, the desire to pass kis arine being the only 
constant and troublesome one. 

Feb. 25th, the same. 

Feb. 26th, had W. Collins of Bucksport, in consultation, no 
particular change in symptoms ; we obtained the same result from 
catheterization. On the 27th I proposed to inject and wash out 
the bladder, but deeming the case hopeless and the patient rather 
objecting to being caused more pain, I refrained. 

At midnight of Feb. 29, he calmly died, seven days from 
seizure. Pef ormed " post mortem " twelve hours after death, 
assisted by W. Emerson of Bucksport. The body had the usual 
appearance. The "swelling" had subsided somewhat, (it did not 
change in size during his six days of sickness.) On opening the 
peritoneum a stream of clear urine was ejected with much f oroe. 
The cavity of the body was full of urine — very slightly tinged 
with blood. Clear, no unusual smell, or appearance from my 
testing it. (It was not submitted to a thorough and careful test.) 
No unusual odor about the body. 

The bladder was torn open anteriorly, in an irregular man- 
ner. The veins enlarged. Prostate as in old men. Kidneys left, 
norma], right — Dr. E., told me was aniall and Jiard, As the body 
was in clothing, I did not make so general an. examination as I in- 
tended, but enough I think for the purpose. 

It will be noticed this patient did not have the symptoms 
expected, as fa,ce pale and ghastly^ pulse smally respiration normal^ 
clammy perspiration^ iSbc.^ but he did have the desire to urinate, 
flow of blood from urethra. 

He died as if by Urcemia. This patient was phlegmatic — and 
r think " iron sides " would express it. I once incised a carbuncle 
of large size on his back, the length of my scalpel blade, each 
way. When done, he calmly enquired if "I was not going to 
open it." 

Notes of the 37 cases of laceration reported by "Neuel." 

15 were ruptured anteriorly. 

12 posteriorly. 
3 on the sides. 

2 summit. 

3 double and 2 not stated. This enlargement seemed to be 
from over-fullness of the bcdy — it showed itself at once and did 
not increase nor change, nor could we learn much trom 
" succussion " from same cause. 
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HYDRATE CHLORAL IN TEDIOUS LABOR, 

AND RIGID OS UTERJ. 

BY 8. P. HBILMAN, M. D. 

On the 28th of Feb. I was called to an obstetric case — a primi- 
para= — in whicn labor pains had set in twenty-four houis previously,, 
with no intermissions for sleep. On examination I fotind the os- 
little dilated and very unyielding. During the night the pains- 
increased both in force and number. At 4 o'clock in the morning, 
finding no immediate prospect of the os yielding, I left my patient. 
I returned to her five hours afterwards and found her in a truly 
distressed condition, suffering from almost constant, sharp, cutting 
pains. During my absence, the os had dilated somewhat more, but 
not at all commensurately with the degree of suffering and the 
length of time that had elapsed since the labor had set in. On 
account of the agonizfid condition of my patient my first impulse, 
on my return to her, was to place her under anaesthetics; but 
having some Hydrate Chloral with me, I determined to try the 
Chloral. I gave it to her in ten grain doses at intervals of ten 
minutep. After the second dose she fell into a sound sleep — the 
first for forty hours — from which she was only awakenetd by the 
next pain. After the third dose she declared that the pains had 
changed from cutting to true expulsive pains, and that stie felt 
much refreshed by the sleep, " that medicine " had secured her 
between the few previous pains. On this change in her case, 
I left her in the charge of the nurse,^ and retired to another part 
of the house. After an hour I returned to her, and to my great 
surprise and gratification, found that the head had passed, and was 
resting against the perineum. This latter being somewhat rigid, 
applications of warm water and warm lard were made, to which 
the perineum soon yielded, and the child was safely delivered. 

The points in the case worthy of note, are first, the excessive 
iiTitability to which the uterus was subjected on account of its 
long and unavailing efforts to dilate the os, and by refl^ex action, 
the resulting distress and depression of the patient in general;, 
and second, the long rigid and unyielding state of the os, both of 
which conditions yielded readily and promptly to the Chloral. I 
can say that I was well pleased with the action of the Chloral,, 
and would have given it earlier, that is, soon after my first visit,, 
but had none with me then. 

In these long and tedious cases of labor, ^characterized by 
excessive irritability, both local and general, and want of sleepy 
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together with, or withbut rigid os literi, I believe that Chloral 
comes in for excellent service. 




OP 

Therapentics and Materia Medica. 

Formula for the Administration of Croton-Cliiorai Hydrate. 

j^ Croton-chloral 30 grains. 

Glycerine 1^ drachms. 

Ext. Glycyrrhiz ,1 drachm. 

Aq. et. syr. simple, of each 1^ fluid ounces. 

M. Tablespoonful pro re nata. 

PILLS OF THE ABOVE. 

^ Croton-Chloral ) 

Pulv. Glycyrrhiz >■ Of each fifteen grains. 

Confect. rosarum ) 

Ft. in pil. No. 20. ^l.—Medioal Brief, Feb. IS 76. 

Curry Powder. 

The LojuLy Chemist and Druggist says: "We had the following 

recipe from a native Indian, and we believe it to yield a fine 

product. The powders must be fresh and of the best quality : 

Coriander, fresh seed, roasted but not burnt, and 

finely powdered 2 lbj». 

Turmeric, fresh root, ditto, ditto f lb. 

Fenugreek, fresh seed, ditto, ditto 8 ozs. 

Mustard Seed, ditto, ditto 8 ozs. 

Cumin Seed, ditto, ditto f lb. 

To this add cayenne pepper according to taste." 

Injections into tlie Spieen, 

Prof. Hammond has used injections into the substance of the 

spleen of half-drachm doses of fluid extract of ergot, to reduce 
hypertrophy of that organ in old cases of malarial poisoning. 
The size of the organ, diminished under the use of arsenic by the 
mouth, was still ^<ither reduced by ergot thus administered. — 
St, Loxds Clinical ^C J or d, Feb., 1876. 

Vircliow. 

A word about Virchow, and 1 will close. All in all, he is one 

of the most remarkable medical men I ever knew. His personnel 
is by no means striking. He is below the average German stature, 
of a dingy complexion, and with an impassioned expression; one 

S 
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fails to detect the depth of his researches in science, or the strong 
will or the cutting sarcasm which characterizes him. An hour in. 
the Pathologisches Institut easily demonstrates his accurate 
study in that part of medical science to which he has devoted the 
most hours of the best part of his eventful life. His political 

• 

tenets, at variance with those of the chancellor of the empire, and 
in sympathy with that large radical party of Germany whose ideal 
may be seen in nearly every European government of to-day, call 
it by whatever name you please, liberalism, radicalism, or con- 
servatism, have developed an iron will and a bitter sarcasm which 
make him a species of terror to the government. In other ways is 
he remarkable. Always late at his lecture, and appearing now but 
twice a week, he has time enough, apparently, for the numerous 
demands made upon him. On the same day he is to be seen from 
nine to eleven a. m. in the Pathologisches Institut, demonstrating, 
with a vast array of material, cellular pathology; and from ^ve to 
seven or eight p. m. in the Chamber of Deputies of Prussia, of 
which this week he was elected vice-president, over the nomination 
of his predecessor; later, hard at work in the Royal Geographical 
Society. Besides these official appointments he is chief editor 
of a popular journal of science, contributes occasionally an article 
to scientific bodies, and gives popular lectures in the winter. I 
have alluded to his life as an eventful one. It may not be generally 
known on our side of the water that in the revolution of 1848 he 
fought as a common soldier behind the trenches; that he was 
forced to abandon his professorship here on account of his political 
doctrines, and that he went to Wtlrzburg, where the book of his 
life — the exposition of the cellular pathology — was written; that 
the government was obliged to recall him to his department in the 
university on account of the urgent demand of scientific men, who 
recognized his worth by the new book; that later Prince Bismarck 
challenged him to a duel, whose acceptance he had the courage to 
refuse; these and many other events of his life make Rudolph , 
VicHOw one of the most conspicuous men of the day in Germany. 
I am told that he regrets the comment not long ago made about 
him, that he was a severe critic as to the merits of other men. 
ViRCHOAv is poor, lives on the second flight, and complains that he 
cannot live as a gentleman of his standing should. — Med, Record^ 
March 4, 1876. 



Fruit Eatinss. 

A London journal remarks: "When fruit does harm, it is 
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because it is eaten at improper times, in imi)roper .quantities, or 
before it is ripened and fit for the human stomach. A distinguished 
physician ha^ said that if his patients would make a practice of 
eating a couple of good oranges before breakfast, from February 
till June, his practice would be gone. The principal evil is that 
^we do not eat enough of fruit; that we injure its finer qualities 
with sugar; that we drown them with cream. We need the 
medicinal action of the pure fruit acids in our system, and their 
cooling, corrective influence." — St, Louis Eclectic Med. Jour. 

Ergots 

M. Hayem has made use of Ergot to diminish the temperature 

in typhfid fever. The results which he has obtained have been 
very satisfactory, and its employment in this malady, appeared to 
him preferable to that of sulphate of quinine and digitalis. 
Under the influence of Ergot, there is much more rapid defer- 
vescence; and, at the period of the acme, instead of the exacer- 
bations, there is comparative mildness. In some cases, where the 
Ergot was only administered during the day, the temperature was 
less elevated in the evening than in the morning. The dose varied 
from two to three grammes. — St. Louis Eclectic Med. Jour. 

Nitrate of Soda in Dysentery. 

Several German physicians extol the use of nitrate of soda in 

dysentery. When the small intestine is involved, 60 to 100 grains 
are given in 24 hours. When the disease is confined to the colon 
and rectum, the quantity given during the day is much greater — 
from three to six drachms. It is given in an oily emulsion, and 
warm. — St. I^ouis Eclectic Med. Jmir. 



Firwein. 

This is a new pharmaceutical preparation of Tilden <fc Co., 

X. Y. 

It is compounded from several of the well known balsams, 
which have stood the test of experience during many long years, 
and besides these, each fluid dram conttiins of phosphorus, gr. 
1 -100th, iodine gr. l-6lh, bromine gr. l-6th. 

Though we are not favored with the exact formula, yet we are 
pleased with the agent. Where expectoi'ant and real sustaining 
tonic qualities are required, this will doubtless be found serviceable. 
Phosphorus, iodine and bromine alone have gained merited ap- 
plause, and the balsamic additions must enhance the value. — St, 
Louis Eclectic Med. Jour.^ Feb., 1876. 
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Purgative in Dyspepsia Aooompanied by Constipation. 

9 Mass. Hydrarg 

Ext. Colocynth Comp. aa gr. xxx. 

Palv. Ipecac gr. iii. M. 

Ft. in pil. no. xii. 

Two of these are to be taken every second or third night, and 
followed by Seidlitz powder the next morning. — Med. Record, 

Ciilorai Suppositories. 

The production of a chloral suppository containing a sufficient 

proportion of this drug to cause sleep has heretofore been deemed 
impossible. M. H. Mayet, pharmacien, of Paris, has, however, 
devised the following formula, by which he manages to get forty- 
five grains of chloral in each suppository : 

IJ 01. theobromse gr. xxx. 

Cetacei 

Pulv. chloral aa gr. xlv. 

For one suppository. 

These suppositories are of good consistence, and may be easily 
put into use. — Med, Record^ Feb., 1876. 

Ansesthetlzation During Sleep- 

Dr. Cluness reports in the Pacific Med, Jour.y two cases of 

successful chloroformization during sleep. 

The first case was that of a little girl, aged eight years, in whom, 
as a sequel to acute otitis media, the mastoid cells of one dide 
became inflamed. Chloroform was administered upon a four by 
six piece of Surgeon's lint, held as near the child's mouth as 
possible during sleep without coming in actual contact. Not the 
slightest effort was made by the child to avoid the inhalation of 
the anaesthetic, and in a few moments she was well under its 
influence. 

The second case was on the person of a little girl two and a half 
years old, for the purpose of having a supernumery toe removed 
from each of its feet. 

Quinetum. 

A preparation of the whole alkaloids, separated from East India 

red bark, has been used for some time in the Indian hospitals, as 
well as in private practice, with great success. The concurrent 
testimony of medical men in our Indian possessions is to the effect 
that quinia is not so greatly superior to the whole alkaloids as to 
make it worth while to separate the sulphate in its pure state. Mr. 
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Thomas Whiffen, of the Quinine Works, Battergea, now offers to 
the profession a similar preparation, which he calls quinetum. It 
is in the form of a tine granular non- adherent powder of a pale 
buff color. The proportions of the various alkaloids present will, 
of necessity, vary with the sample of bark used, but we think not 
so much as to be of m.oment therapeutically. Sulphate of quine- 
tum is a white crystalline body with a faint pink tinge, greatly 
resembling sulphate of quinia; and we are informed that the 
preparation can be supplied to the profession at about one-half of 
the cost of quinine. — American Jour, of Pharmacy, March, 1876. 

Hot Water In Surgery. 

The New York Medical Journal states that, in Bellevue 
Hospital, hot water has, within the past few months, been used in 
the treatment of some injuries, with marvelous results. We 
extract the following examples: — 

The water in the bath varies from 100° to 105° Fahr., and is 
changed as soon as it falls below this. An additional advantage 
is obtained by the change of the water, as any discharge which 
forms is removed. 

Compound Comminuted Fracture of Metacarpal Bones, — The 
patient was engaged in a machine shop, and while his hand was 
upon the anvil of a trip hammer, the hammer — weighing seven 
hundred pounds — fell. It so happened that a tile was on the anvil, 
and in this way the force of the hammer was arrested about half 
an inch before it reached its bed. When the hand was examined, 
it was found that the whole of the palm was a mass of pulp. The 
metacarpal bones were comminuted extensively, and there was 
apparently but small chance of saving the hand. It was, however, 
placed in hot water, and kept there for two or three weeks; and, 
at the end of that time, taken out and dressed. In three months 
the patient was sufficiently well to leave the hospital, and at 
present — nin^e months since the accident — he is able to move the 
tingers, and has a useful hand. 

Compound Dislocation of the Ankle Joint, — The second case 
was one of compound dislocation of the ankle joint, in which the 
prQximal end of the first metatarsal bone protruded from the foot. 
The dislocation was reduced, and the foot placed in hot water. 
At the end of a week it was taken out and dressed in the ordinary 
manner. At the present time the foot is doing well, and promises 
for^the patient a good result. 
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Compound Fracture of the Metatarsal Bones, — In this patient, 
the second, third, and fourth metatarsal bones of the foot sustained 
a compound fracture by a mass of rock falling on them. The foot 
was kept in the bath for fourteen days, and at the end of that 
time it was removed, and treated in the usual manner. — Canada 
Medical Record, 

Ointment for Sycosis. 

Dr. S. Smith, of New London, Ct., sends us the following 
formula for an ointment, which he has used for several years, with 
unvarying success, in the cure of this intractable affection: 

5 Acid tannic gr. xv. 

Sulphur gr. xi j. 

Aquae rosaB qtt. xviij. 

' Adepis 3 ijss. M. 

Apply a quantity the size of a pea to the affected spot every 
morning and night. — Canada Med. Record, 

Aconite and Aconitine. 

M. Oulmont has been making exhaustive researches into the 
variations in the action of the different preparations of aconite, 
and the following are some of his conclusions: The alcoholic 
preparations of the fresh leaves, the stalk?, and the seeds are 
almost inert in small doses, an ounce in animals and half an ounce 
in men producing no appreciable effects. The alcoholic prepara- 
tions of the fresh roots, and the tincture of the roots and the dried 
leaves, especially the two last, are more active; but they are un- 
certain preparations, and it is difficult to calculate their doi^es 
exactly. The officinal extract of the leaves is of little value. The 
extract of the roots, prepared from the aconite of the Vosges, is 
much more active, certain, and regular in its action, and is easy to 
administer, and consequently should be preferred. It can be 
given in doses of one-third to one-half a grain per diem, gradually 
increased to a grain and a half or two grains, without, fear of 
accident. 

Aconitine is very active, and great caution must be exercised in 
its administration. It should be given at first in doses of 1-2 6 0th 
gr., gradually increased to l-6th gr. or even l-33d gr. He con- 
cludes with the statement that the. roots contain most of the 
active principles, and these principles are contained in increasing 
quantities in the plants found in the gardens, in the Vosges, in 
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Dauphigny, and in Switzerland. That of the Vosges should be 
preferred for the different preparations. — Med, Becordy MaToh, '76. 

Treatment of Typhoid Feyer, 

In a late discussion of this topic at the Dublin College of 
Physicians, Dr. Grimshaw remarked that his practice was to leave 
the patient as much as possible alone. Unless the diarrhoea was 
excessive, we should be cautious about checking it; but in the 
recent cases of enteric fever he had seen the bowels were usually 
confined. He had tried the cold-water treatment, and he did not 
intend to try it again. No doubt it cooled the patient, but the 
question was not yet settled whether high temperature per se was 
dangerous. * Temperature could be more safely reduced by quinine, 
which would also act as. a tonic, and he found it of the greatest 
possible value in most cases of enteric fever. He believed the 
mortality in the hospitals in which cold water had been tried was 
much higher than thai of the Dublin hospitals. He had not seen 
any patients that he would be inclined to bleed. His views were 
approved by most of the members present. — Med. and Suryical 
Reporter^ March, 1876. 



Lobelina— Its Physiological Action^ 

Dr. Isaac Ott {Med. Timea^ Decemiber 11, 1875) has made 
further experiments to determine the action of lobelina. Former 
experiments proved that it was an excitant of the peripheral vaso- 
motor system. These now before us lead to the following con- 
clusions: 

1. Lobelina, like nicotina and conia, paralyzes the motor nerves. 

2. It does not destroy the functions of the sensory nerves or 
the striated muscles. 

3. Lobelina, nicotina and conia depress the excitability of the 
spinal cord. 

4. It destroys voluntary movement and coordinating power. 

5. It temporarily decreases the pulse, followed by a subsequent 
increase often beyond normal. Nicotina does 'the same. 

6. This action on the pulse is due to an action on the cardio- 
motor ganglia, provided that atropine paralyzes the cardio-. 
inhibitory ganglia. 

7. Lobelina, nicotina and conia temporarily decrease the 
pressure, followed by a rise much beyond normal. 

8. This increase of pressure is due either to a peripheral vaso- 
motor action, or to an excitation or the spinal vasomotor centres. 
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9. Lobelina, nicotina and conia paralyze the pneumogastrics. 

10. In large doses it paralyzes the vaso-motor centre, both to 
direct and to indirect irritation. 

11. Lobelina, nicotina and conia accelerate the respiratory 
movements. 

12. After section of the vagi, lobelina and conia cause no 
increase of respiratory movements. 

13. It increases and then decreases the temperature. Nicotina 
and conia decrease the temperature. — Detroit Review of Medicine 
and Pharmacy y March, 1876. 

Caffeine- Its Action- 

Dr. J. Peretti {Centralblatty f (L m\ Wissensch. — Clinic^ Jan. 
29, 1876) has recently made some very accurate experiments with 
caffeine upon animals. He found that after he had injected five- 
tenths of a grm. of caffeine into a dog weighing twenty-seven 
hundred grms., the increase of temperature amounted to 2.5°F. 
This effect was not of long duration. During the rise of tempera- 
ture the animals were in a state of muscular tension. From this, 
Peretti argues that the elevation of the body heat is probably due to 
a direct excitation of the cord, and the consequent increased in- 
nervation of the motor apparatus. The pulse is accelerated, the 
secretion of saliva profuse, and the sensorium excited. Respiration 
is quickened, and may be paralyzed by lethal doses. He confirmed 
the observation of Uspensky, that death can be obviated by 
artificial respiration. Where the dose was so large as to produce 
paralysis of respiration, there was neither muscular rigidity nor 
elevation of temperature. Spasms did not occ^ir in those animals 
in which artificial respiration was kept up, not in curarized frogs, 
and not in extremities whose nerves had been divided* Caffeine 
seems indicated as an" antidote in poisoning by alcoholic spirits. — 
Detroit Review of Med, and Pharmacy ^ March, 1876. 



Intermittent Fever Treated with Non-nauseating Doses of 
Ipecacuanha. 

Dr. xV. A. Woodhull {Atlanta 3f(^d, Jour., June and July, 1875) 

reports twenty-three cases of intermittent fever successfully 

treated by the administration of ipecacuanha in non-nauseating 

doses. The dose varied from one to twenty grains every three or 

four hours. He thinks, from his experience, that the most efficient 

dose would be from one to two grains every three or four hours. 

In large doses it is necessary to give small doses of opium, and to 
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observe the precaution of recumbent rest and abstinence. In one- 
grain doses, abstinence from fluid is all that is necessary. This 
method succeeded in cases in which quinine failed to check the, 
fever. — Detroit Review of _Med. and Pharmacy, Mai-ch, 1876. 

Malaria— Its Nature, Cause ^nd Prevention. 

Dr. B. H. RiGGs {Transactions Med. Soc, of Alabama, 1875) 
summarizes a' report on this subject thus: 

1. Malaria is due to vegetable organic germs or spores. 

2. These grow and multiply in a damp soil with superficial 
gi'ound water which has been exposed to a heat at and above that 
of summer temperature, and which contains in solution more or 
1^88 vegetable matter. Too much water in this process is as fatal 
as too little water. 

3. These germs are heavier than atmospheric air; their vertical 
spread is short, varying from thirty feet to one thousand; their 
horizontal spread does not often exceed five hundred yards. 

4. A sure way to prevent the growth of malarial germs is to 
keep the ground dry, lower the level of the ground or sub-soil 
water. As surely as vaccination will prevent small-pox, so surely 
wilt a thorough system of sub-soil drainage prevent malaria. — ' 
Datroit Review of Med, and Pharma'*y, March, 1876. 

Sinail-Pox-Value of Photography in its Diagnosis. 

Dr. Vogel {London Lancet, Oct., 1875) says that by photogra- 
phy an eruption of small-pox was made evident twenty-four hours 
before it actually came out, although the naked eye could detect 
no eruption on the face, the naked plate showed stains which 
exactly resembled the variolous ex anthem, and in twenty-four hours 
the eruption became clearly evident. — Detroit Review of Med, and 
Pharmacy, 

Scariet Fever— Doubts Respectins: ovir Present Hytzienic Views, 

Dr. D. Davibs {Brit. Med, Jour,, December 4, 1875) doubts the 
value of our present creed and practice respecting the prevention of 
scarlet fever. Our preventive measures are very unsatisfactory 
and inefficient. When successful, the child escapes only to be 
attacked and probably carried off later in life during a malignant 
epidemic. Life and suffering would be saved if all children were 
exposed and attacked during a mild epidemic at the most favorable 
season of the year. The doctor believes, for these and other 
reasons, that it would be better to allow entire families to pass 
through the disease during a mild epidemic, anc( at the best season 
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of the year. By chosing the type of disease *and the season of the 
year, the disease would be shorn of its greatest terrors. — Detroit 
JRemew of Med. and Pharmacy^ March, 18V6. 

Enteric Fever— Is it ever Spontaneously Generated? 

Dr. C. B. Fox (Brit. Med. Jour,^ August 28, 1875) reports 
twenty-seven cases of enteric fever, observed in out-of-the-way 
country places. Special attention was given to the study of their 
etiology. His experience shows: 

1. That enteric fever is sometimes spontaneously developed. 

2. That it spreads by contagion in the overcrowded, dirty 
dwellings of the poor, whilst it is rarely transmitted from the sick 
to the healthy in capacious, airy houses where cleanliness in ail 
things is the rule. 

3. That the immunity in the latter case is ascribable to the 
prevention of air, water and food pollution by the poison^ and to 
the dilution of the poison, and perhaps its destruction, by the 
natural or artificial disinfectants if the air is impregnated therewith. 
— Detroit Review of Med. and Pharmacy^ March, 1876. 

Topicai Application in Painful Dentition. 

IJ Syrup of Tamarinds 2\ drachms. 

Infusion of Saffron , 2 scruples. 

Honey 2^ drachms. 

Tinct. (essence) of vanilla 4 drops. 

Rub gently over the gums with the finger or rag. An applica- 
tion of a similar character is the following: 

Bl Saffron (powderd) 4 to 6 grains. 

Honey 2 to 3 drams. 

Glycerine may be substituted for the honey. — Med. Brief. 

Strychnia vs. Opiunn. 

A very interesting case has just been reported to us showing 
the antagonism of strychnia to opium. A gentleman, for suicidal 
purposes, took between 40 and 50 grains of gum opium. Three 
hours later, when Drs. Harris, Ham and other physicians were 
called, the man was apparently in a dying condition. His ex- 
tremities were livid and pulseless, while his respirations were only 
eight per minute. As consciousness was completely gone, and the 
opiate probably mostly absorbed, the stomach pump and the usual 
remedies were inapplicable. At the suggestion of Dr. Harris, not 
approved nor yet positively condemned by the other physicians 
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present, 40 minims of a satarated tincture of nux vomica were 
injected hypodermically, in quantities of about eight minima, at 
five different spots, over the chest, arms, etc. In fifteen minutes 
the patient sat up, and in twenty minutes walked about the room; 
and did not again sleep from the effects of the opium. No 
symptoms of strychnia poisoning appearedi The tincture em- 
ployed was prepared by Dr. Harris, who thinks it was fully as 
strong as a fluid extract should be. — Medical Brief. 

Hypodermic Injection of Pure Water. 

Dr. Lafitte has employed subcutaneous injections of pure water 
in a great variety of diseases attended with pain. He has ob- 
tained as much success in the relief of this latter element "as 
when he employed injections of morphia, and attributes it to the^ 
compression of the terminal nervous filament by the injected 
water. — Medical Brief Feb., 1876. 

Results of Vaccination in Sweden. 

Z' Union Medicale^ of Canada, publishes the following tabular 
view of the number of deaths in Sweden for eleven successive 
decades. The, figures are taken from an official publication made 
by the Swedish Government. In the face of such convincing 
testimony, is it not surprising that there should be found human 
beings with skull so impenetrable that they dispute the advantages 
of vaccination? 

Periods. Deaths from Small Pox. 

1762 to 1771 69,033 

1772 " 1781 ...'..50,919 

1782 " 1791 47,589 

1792 " 1801 44,184 

1802 " 1811 14,898 

1812 " 1821 3,309 

1822 " 1831 4,162 • 

1832 " 1841 8,386 

1842 " 1851 , • ,>.... 3,970 

1852 " 1861 3,175 

1862 " 1871 S,999 

A Mother's Mlillc Poisoned, by Opiunn. 

The Medical JPress says that a coroner's jury in Manchester, 
Eng., rendered the verdict in the case of a child two days old, 
" Found dead, from the effects of opium poison ^through the 
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mother's milk." The mother had been used to taking an ounce 
of opium in a week. 

Coliodion in Erysipelas. 

In allusion to a recently published case, in which M. Broca 
ai-pested the advance of erysipelas by surrounding the eruption 
with flexible collodicto, applied over a breadth of six or eight 
centimetres all around its margin, Dr. Lubauski, of Nice, writes 
to say that this is a practice which he has pursued with invariable 
success duriag the last thirty years — ever since, in fact, M. R. 
Latour introduced the medical employment of collodion. The 
great point is to immediately repair any breaches that ma'y be 
made in the collodion circle. He has also applied collodion with 
great advantage to t^ie eruption in a case of zona. — Nashville 
Jour, of Med, and Sfurgery^ Feb., 1876. 

Mew Mode of Administering Raw Meat. 

M, Laborde, in a French medical journal, recommends the 
following method for the preparation of raw meat: Make a not 
very thick broth of tapioca, and let it cool. The meat, finely 
scraped, is diluted with a quantity of cold soup, with which it is 
thoroughly mired until it looks like tomato soup. The tapioca 
is then turned in, little by little, with constant stirring. A homo- 
geneous liquid is thus obtained, in which, when properly made, 
the meal is so thoroughly disguised that the person eating it does 
not suspect its presence. The preparation has often been given 
under the name of "medicinal porridge of tapioca," and h^s 
proved very acceptable to the patients. — St. Louis Eclectic Med, 
Jour,y Jan., 1876. 



The Suiphate of Cinchonidia: 

Dr. Chas. T. Reber, of Shelbyville, Ills., {St, Louis Med, and 
Surg, Jour,y Jan. '76), gives a very favorable report upon the 
action of this salt as a substitute for quinia. He comments upon 
the report of Surgeon Major Yates Hunter, alluded to in our last 
issue, in severe terfns, and comparing Hunter's experience with his 
own, is disposed to think that the Sulphate of cinchonia, instead 
of the sulphate of cinchonidia was the drug upon trial at Bombay. 

Dr. Keber has used the last-named palt for eighteen months, to 
the amount of over one-hundred and twenty -five ounces, in over 
fifteen hundred cases of malarial and congestive cases, and is as 
well satisfied with its therapeutic effects as with those of quinia. 
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Hence hig teBtimony must have considerable weight with the 
members of the medical prpfessioD. 

The External use of Tincture of Iron, 

In the British Medical JoumaL Dr. A. C. Foster writes: — 

In simple cutaneous erysipelas, and also in the milder phlegmon- 
ous variety, this agent possesses the decidedly specific effect of 
subduing, almost at once, the morbid action. I have applied it in 
numerous instances, and always with the most satisfactory results. 
So far as my experience goes, it is, in these cases, incomparably the 
best remedy ever used. It seldom happens that more than one 
painting of the same spot is required, and, having applied it, no 
other external agent whatever is needed. In scrofulous swellings 
of the neck its discutient properties are far superior to those of 
iodine; and where a puerperal breast or inguinal gland in the male 
has threatened to end in suppuration, the early use of the tincture, 
every other day or so, with a camel's-hair brush, has been sufficient 
to effect resolution, while in similar cases we find frequently that 
leeches, poultices and evaporating lotions fail to prevent the foim- 
ation of matter. Again the remedy may be applied most ad- 
vantageously in acute rheumatism, where any particular joint is 
especially swollen and painful, and also to the inflamed surface 
surrounding an unhealthy ulcer, or along the course of the absorb-, 
ents when irritated by a recent, ill-conditioned wound. The well- 
known remedy, ink, as a domestic application in ringworm, has 
long enjoyed a not altogether undeserved popularity^ its curative 
effect being undoubtedly due to its ferruginous ingredient. — 
Canada Med, Record^ Feb., 1876. 



How Long nnay the Efficacy of Vaccination be Reiied on. 

Dr. Binkered {^Philadelphia Med, a7id Surg. Reporter^) says: 
"Jenner taught that^ protection by vaccination was life -long. It 
did not require the observations of half a century to disprove this 
statement of the great discoverer. The question *How long?' 
can not with certainty be answered. It is generally agreed by all 
observing members of the profession that protection by thorough 
vaccination is for a few years certainly reliable. It is highly 
probable that one person may be protected by vaccination for a 
longer time than ^another person of equally distinct cicatrix. The 
range of susceptibility to any contagion is very wide in the human 
family. One individual will contract disease, while another 
equally exposed will escape with immunity. It is certainly safe to 
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vaccinate indiscrimiDately every five years, or oftener if the disease 
. prevails. At least make the effort. * Best safety lies in fear.' 
But since specific disease enters so largely into the catalogue of 
human ills, we unhesitatingly commend the employment of animal 
vaccine virus. We have repeatedly vaccinated individuals well 
advanced iu years and obtained a typical vesicle, though numerous 
efforts had failed in the same person in years gone by, subsequent 
to vaccination in early life." 

Or- Cheyne and Dr* Winter in Bath> Fifty Years Aso- 

At the time Dr. Cheyne and Dr. Winter were the two principal 

physicians at Bath, they adopted very opposite modes of practice; 

but the former gave some credence to his prescription of milk-diet 

by making it the principal article of his own sustenance. On this 

ocxiasion Winter wrote him the following stanzas: 

*' Tell me from whom, fat-headed Scot, 

Thou didst thy system learn; 

From Hippocrates thou hast it not, 

Nor Celsus, Pitcaim. 

Suppose we own that milk is good, 

And say the same of grass — 

The one for babes and calves is food, 

The other for an ass. 

Doctor, one new prescription try 

(A friend's advice forgive,) 

Eat grass, reduce thyself, and die, . 

Thy patients then may live.'* 

Dr. Cheyne's answer: 

**My system. Doctor, is all my own. 

No teacher I pretend : 

My blunders hurt myself alone. 

But yours your dearest friend.' 

Were you to milk and straw confined. 

Thrice happy might you be ; 

Perhaps you might regain your Mind, 

And from your wit get free. 

I can't your kind prescription try, 

But heartily forgive : • 

'Tis natural you should bid me die 

That you yourself may live." — Med. Record, Feb., 1876. 

For Burns. 

5 Glycerine 5 ounces. 

White of Egg. 4 ounces. 

Tincture of Arnica 3 ounces. 

Mix the Glycerine and white of egg intimately in a mortar^ and 

then add gradually the Arnica. Apply freely on linen cloths 

night and morning, having previously washed the burn with warm 

Catstile soap suds. — Medical Briefs February, 1876. 
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Gltxir lodo-Broiiiicle of Calcium Coiiipoimcl, as an Altera- 
tive. . 

Letter from A. M. Foster, Lincolnville, Waldo (-o., Maine, Oct. 26th, 
1875. 

A Case in Practice. 

Miss L. H. resident of this village, aged eighteen, had been subject to 

Epilepsy for over nine years, and was having one or more fits every day. 

She came under my care the 29th of August, and at that time seemed to 

be completely idiotic. Her father tells me he has expended large sums of - 

money trying to get her cured, but had obtained no relief for it. I began 

my treatment with the following mixture : 

I^ Potassii Bromidi | j. 

Ess. Gaultheriae ^ 3 ij- 

Aquae Purse ^ I J j • 

Misce. Sig. Take two teaspoontuls three times a day, and after one 
week take the same quantity four times a day, taking the last dose at bed- 
time. There have been no fits since taking the third dose. At the end of 
three weeks I began to decrease the amount of the Bromide. 

After I had treated the case four weeks, I commenced to give the Elixir 
lodo-Bromide of Calcium Comp., in teaspoonftil. doses three times a day. 
As soon as I began to use the "Elixir lodo," I only gave the other mixture 
at bedtime. I have given the "Elixir lodo " four weeks, and in that time 
the mental improvement has been tr.uly wonderful. I anticipate a complete 
recovery of the mental faculties. I am using the "Elixir lodo'' also, with 
marked success in cases of Neuralgia of long standing. I consider it a 
most excellent alterntive. 

Letter from F. S. Cropp, M. D., De Witt, Carroll Co., Mo., February 
6 th, 1876. 

Scabies, Erysipelas. 

Gentlemen. — I have in my pratice in the last few months prescribed the 
Elixir lodo-Bromide of Calcium Comp., in a great many cases in which it 
seemd to be indicated, and have been rewarded thus far by uniform suc- 
cess. One or two of the cases, it gives me pleasure to report. 

Oscar C. set. eight months, was afflicted with the worst case ef scabies 
that has come under my observation. After having exhausted the ordin- 
ary remedies to no purpose, I tried the "Elixir" which speedily effected a 
complete cure. 

Case No. 2. Mrs. Elizabeth G. set. forty, married, and the mother of 
four children, was taken with an eruption of an erysipelatous character, 
extendin gover the whole body, and entering Iwgely into the circulation 
with complications unnecessary to detail. After having tried in vain the 
remedies laid down in "the books," and such other means as my own ex- 
perience suggested, I prescribed the above named preparation, and after 
using two bottles, succeeded in entirely eradicating the disease. 
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Case No. 3. Miss L. V. H., set. twenty-two, had for some eight years 
been much afflicted. To begin with, she had ** curvature of the spine*' 
(lateral) and suffered so seriously therefrom as to be unable to perform the 
simplest domestic duty without great suffering. The catamenia were also 
much deranged, and her general health very delicate. Ascertaining that 
she was unable to purchase the necessary remedies, I procured for her your 
medicine, and after using three bottles her health began to iniproye. The 
spinal column commenced strengthening — two. of the vertebrae were very 
carious — and the uterus resumed its natural functions. She is a great deal 
better, and still improving, and I believe will be entirely restored if I can 
continue to supply her with the Elixir for a few months longer. 

Having found your preparations reliable so far as tried, I am now very 
solicitous to try the '*Firwein" on a patient of two years standing, whom 
I have been treating for phthisis. 
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SAL.ICINE. 



In the Feb. and March No. of the Journal Materia Mediea, I see an 
article on the good effects of the above drug '*in Diarrhoea." 

My first attention was called to an article in your Journal, some two 
years ago. I soon had an opportunity to try it; I was well pleased with 
it. Since then I have Jiad many cases of chronic dysentery, of long 
standing, and where all other treatment had failed. I generally use it in 
connection with Ipecac, in sufficient amount to keep up a slight nausea 
for 34 to 48 hours, then cut the Ipecac off, and in some cases add pulv. 
Camphor, but usually the Salicine does its work like magic. I cannot 
get along without it, I use no other astringents, and besides, it is a re- 
markable good tonic. I therefore put in my mite in favour of Salicine. 

Bromo-Chloralura in Scarlatina has been of great use even in localities 
where others had used chlorine water , so much recommended by European 
physicians. I have not lost a single case, while others have had — wel' 
''bad luck:' 

Cinchonidia^ I am using almost en tire Ij^, particularly for children and 
females, and with the best of results. Truly, AMIGO. 



MORPHIA SULPH. 



In the March No. of the Jouenai, on page 78, in the prescription recom- 
mended for use in case of threatened miscarriage, an obvious error, by com- 
positor, was made in giving Morph. Sulph. 8 grains. It should read \ grain. 

In the January No. of the Journal a typographical error was made on 
the 32nd page, in which Dr. Harman's name was printed Hannon, 

We trust the Dr. will pardon the error, and that our readers will note 
the correction. 

©"Correspondents will oblige by writing plainly their namea^ Town. 
County and State, We are frequently unable to answer letters because thesr 
are omitted. 
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DIGEST OF MEDICAL REPORTS. 



BY JOSEPH BATES, M. D. 

On the Development of Appetite, — The increase of weight of 
the body, observed daring the administration of. the phosphate of 
lime. 

Translated from the Tribune Medicale de Paris, By E. A. Guc- 
TiN, A. B., instructor of French in the McMicken University, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. These two phenomena appear in constant man- 
•ner when the calcareous salts prescribed as a strengthning agent, 
is taken by patients whose muscular system has been altered under 
the influence of disease, or when it intervenes in the alimentation 
of children in order to insure the development of the osseous and 
muscular tissues. — Cincinnati Medical New Sy March, 1 Si Q. 

Dentrifrices, {The Doctor, Apr,, 1875.) — Mr. Oakley Coles 
says where the teeth were spongy and inflamed he uses a powder 
composed 'entirely of chlorate of potash well ground up. There 
was suflicient grit in that to cleanse the teeth, and as it was en- 
tirely soluble in the mouth, its deposition around the neck of the 
teeth did no harm; it became absorbed, and its action upon the 

9 
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gums was highly beneficial. In one or two cases of prolonged 
neuralgia he has ordered quinine and precipitated chalk, and 
found the result most satisfactory. The only explanation he could 
give of the cure was, that perhaps the neuralgia was caused by 
some irritation around the necks of the teeth owing to the growth 
of fungi, and the quinine acted as a decided opponent to their ex- 
istence, and so got rid of the irritation at the extremities of the 
nerves. 

The Local Use of Chloral Hydrate, — By Charles A. Pkabody, 
House Surgeon, City Hospital, Worcester, Mass., TJ. S. He tried it 
first in a solution of 5 grains to the ounce, on an unhealthy ulcer of 
the leg with most gratifying result ; the dirty unhealthy surface of the 
sore became clean, healthy granulations sprang up, and the ulcer 
was soon healed. After this many ulcers of this kind were treated 
in this way, and with uniform success, they beginning at once to 
assume a healthy aspect and soon healing. It was found advisa- 
ble usually to reduce the strength of the solution to 3 grs. to the 
ounce of water, after the first two or three days as it seemed to be 
then too stimulating. 'Encouf aged by this success, it was tried in a 
case of chronic eczema, a very aggravated one, which was at once 
much relieved J and within two weeks almost entirely cured. In this 
case a three grain solution was used from the first and no other 
application whatever was allowed. It was found, in varying 
strength, a most excellent application in cases of offensive pers- 
piration and offensive discharge. In many cases it is preferred 
to carbolic acid. In hospital practice, the Doctor has not been 
disappointed with the use of chloral wash. In an amputation of 
the thigh performed for disease of the limb, the wound was 
dressed with carbolic acid; the flaps did not unite at all, but the cut 
surfaces assumed, after a few days, an unhealthy look; and became 
covered with patches of membranous character. Chloral 4 grs. 
to the ounce was applied, and the very next day all the membranous 
patches had disappeared, the wound began to look healthy, and 
granulations were seen springing up over nearly all its surface. — 
The Canada Medical Record, Montrealy May^ 1875. 

Hemorrhoids treated with Ergot, — In the Cincinnati Lancet and 
Observer, of March 1875, Dr. G. W. Semplb recommeilds the in- 
jection of ergot into the rectum for the treatment of hemorrhoids. 

A half drachm of the fiuid extract was used in half an ounce 
of water. He refers to Langenbeck's method of injecting ergot 
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underneath the mucou? ooat of the rectum, but claims that his 
own method ^as the advantage of painlessness and facility of em- 
ployance by the patient himself. — Virginia Medical Monthly. 

Glycerine Sichle; a New Topical Application, — This prepara- 
tion, which consists of pure glycerine and the yolk of egg, and 
has the appearance and consistence of honey, is highly praised as 
a local application for several purposes. In fissures of the nipples of 
nursing women, it affords relief when other remedies fail. In eleven 
such cases, in which it was applied, it afforded relief in every *one. 

It has also been used in four cases of rupture of the perineum, 
and with equally favorable results. 

In the clinic of Dr. Vernier it is daily used to anoint the hands 
when making an examination of suspicious women, and found to 
be a perfect protection from infection. 

This preparation does not putrefy, (^oes not become rancid like 
other ointments; it assists in cleansing wounds, and promotes pri- 
mary union. 

In fissures of the mammas it protects the skin from the saliva of 
the child, and from sour milk; it protects lesions of continuity 
from the air, and relieves pain. In ruptures of the perineum it 
protects the torn surfaces from being irritate d by the urine and 
lochiae. — The Am, Jour, of Med. Science, Jan, 1876. Also from 
Gaz. Ohstetricale et Gaz, de JouUn^ Sept. 1874. and La IVibune 
Med. Sept. 27th, 1874. 

Case of Aneurism of the Abdominal Aorta successfully treated 
by Large Doses of Iodide of Potassium. — By Thos. M. Math- 
ews, M. D., of Mount Enterprise, Kush Co., Texas. 

Dr. M. put the patient upon twelve and a half grains of Iodide 
of Potassium dissolved in the syrup of sarsaparilla three times a 
day, and increased the dose each day till it reached fifteen grains. 
He then gave fifteen grains four times in *the twenty-four hours. 

His patient began at once to improve; the large doses seemed 
at first to irritate the stomach a little, but this soon passed away. 
When he began the use of the remedy the patient was confined to 
his bed; could not sleep unless under the influence of chloral; in 
five months, she was able to be up nearly all the while; sleeps 
without the soporific, rides about, even on horseback, a good deal, 
and is apparently in very good health. The aneurismal thrill and 
the bruit once so distinct are nearly absent, though the remains of 
the " sac " can be distinctly felt, yet much smaller than at first. He 
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used nothing but the iodide of potasBium, except during June, 
when he gave between the iodide doses of fluid extract ergot, 3 j, 
and tr. digitalis, gtt v. Dr. M., closes his paper as follows :— 
" Believing that in the potassic salt we have a remedy which 
will in a very great measure control, if not cure, this disease, 
which was foimerly believed to be incurable, and hoping that 
others may be induced to try the remedy, I submit it to the con- 
sideration of the protession. — Am, Journ, of Science. Jan. 1875. 

Maine General Hospital. Medical Clinic. By E. E. Holt, 
M. D. 

Chronic Diarrhoea; Treatment largely with bisulphite of Soda, 
—I. L. H., aged thirty-five, was admitted to the hospital, July 8, 
1875, with chronic diarrhoea, contracted in the army during the 
Rebellion. It had been very troublesome, and seven months pre- 
viously he had had a severe attack, which had continued unabated, 
although all former means had been employed to check it. Fre- 
quently obliged to go to stool twenty-five times during the night. 
Stools light colored usually watery and slimy, of very offensive 
odor, staining the vessel reddish- brown, and containing pus min- 
gled with very little blood. Pain and tenderness in the right 
lumbar, right hypochondriac, and epigastric regions. Much ema- 
ciated, appetite poor, and he kept about only by a persistent 
exercise of his will. Always been temperate. 

Ordered a milk diet, a solution of bi-sulphite of soda, (twenty- 
six minims every six hours), a powder of opium, (half a grain), 
and subnitrate of bismuth (six grains), to be taken every fottr 
hours till the pain and discharges diminished. 

July 10th. Very little pain. Not obliged to get up during the 
night. 

July 14th. No pus or blood in the discharges, which are grad- 
ually lessening. Painp diminishing, patient rests well at night; 
powder taken only twice daily. 

July 16th. Feels somewhat stronger; soreness and pain nearly 
gone. Appetite still poor; tinct. of chloride of iron (eight drops) 
in syrup of ginger to be taken after each meal. 

July 24th. Improving, only six dejections daily, color and con- 
sistency more normal; ordered subnitrate of bismuth (seven and 
one half grains) before each meal, the opium and bismuth at bed- 
time, to indulge his appetite moderately. No change with the bi- 
sulphite of soda. 



Digest of Medical Reports. 117 

Aug. 28th. An eruption on the sides of the face which constant- 
ly sabs over; it has always grown worse as the diarrhoea is dimin- 
ished; nitrate of mercury ointment applied. As the appetite has 
improved, the patient has eaten sparingly of meats, vegetables, and 
ripe fruit; strength good, and his weight more than at any time 
since the war. Abdominal symptoms have disappeared, and now 
he has two normal dejections daily. 

He has gradually left off the opium and bismuth, and is dis- 
charged, with orders to continue the bisulphite of soda before each 
meal, and the iron afterward. — The Boston Med. and Surg, Jour, 
January 20, 1876. 

Cubebs in Diphtheria — Dr. Reignier, of^ Surgeres, reported in 
Ija JFVance Medicare {qiwted in the Irish Hospital Gazette) a case 
of nasal diphtheria in a boy, aged 10 years, whom he, two years 
previously, successfully treated by the administration of a gramme 
of cubebs morning and evenings at the same time supporting the 
strength, which was at the lowest ebb. There was an enormous 
quantity of albumen in the urine; and it was with the object of 
checking this drain from the system, that Dr. R., calling to mind 
the action of cubebs on the kidneys, prescribed that drug, witb a 
success which he was far from hoping for. He has since treated 
seven other cases of nasal diphtheria in a simula^ manner, and 
with like success, and, therefore, thinks that he may now, with- 
out rashness recommend its adoption. It would be prudent, he 
adds, to give the cubebs in these severe cases before the albumen 
made its appearance in the urine. — Medical and Surg, Reporter, 
Jan. 9. 1876. 

A Cure for Bright'* s Disease, — Dr. Hegswald says a half pint 
thrice daily, of a fresh infusion of the leaves of Asplenium , Scol- 
opendiurriy L., is a most successful treatment in Bright's disease. 
This is the harts tongue or spleenwort, and is said to be popular in 
Devonshire and elsewhere, for its medicinal virtues. — The Med. 
and Surg. Reporter. Dec. 19, 1874. 

Logwood as an Antiseptic, — M. Cottok, of Lyons, claims for 
the decoction of logwood strong antiseptic properties. Fermen- 
tation cannot take place, and alcoholic fermentation is at once 
arrested; while decomposing urine at once loses its putrid odor 
after the decoction is added, and may days afterwards still ex- 
hibit crystals of urea. He relates a case in which this anti-pu- 
trescent effect was exercised during life. A patient who frequently 
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passed urine which abundantly deposited ammoniaco-maguesian 
phosphate, due to the decomposition of urea, was effectually re- 
lieved by taking, morning and evening, an infusion of two grammes 
of logwood, the \ir'm^ in ten days becoming acid and free of all 
phosphates. — JHed. and Surg. Rep^ter. March 13, 1875. 

Ergotin in Croupous Pneumo?ii&, — By Dr. Wycisk. He em- 
ployed it in six cases of croupous pneumonia, and with favorable 
results. In one such case with profuse serous and albuminous 
expectoration, the latter ceased entirely within two hours ^ter ad- 
ministration of the ergot of rye in powder, and the coarse rat- 
tling rales in both lungs gave way to the fine crepitation heard in 
the early stages of the disease. This effect lasted for two dayfs, 
and a second and even a third return of the expectoration, the 
ergot was administered with the same good results. None of the 
other five cases of pneumonia in which the ergot was employed 
terminated fatally, no residua were left in any; the effect of the 
ergot in all was to diminish the amount of the exudation and con- 
sequently the expectoration. The doctor, however, would not 
advise the use of the ergot in large infiltrations, in emphysema, 
in cases of rupture of cerebral vessels, or in exhausted or decrepid 
individuals, as it might in such cases prove hazardous.— The Cin- 
cinnati Lancet and Observer^ June, 1875. 

Dr. Bland, says (Transactions of the Med. Society of Pennsyl- 
vania) ; In the treatment of scarlatina anginosa, I must renew my 
endorsment of the internal administration of the hyposulphitts 
and carbolic acid. The results observed in this disease with the 
above remedies are unprecedented, and give every evidence to 
warrant their continued use. He adds; I recently treated seven 
cases in one family, four of whom had severe throat ulcerations. 
The topical application of carbolic acid and glycerine to the inside 
of the throat, the hyposulphite of soda internally, with good 
nutritious diet and febrifuge mixture as required, was the treat- 
ment employed, and in eight days the patients were all well. 

A number of his colleagues have tried the foregoing remedies 
and give them their unqualified endorsement. — St, Louis Med, and 
Surg, Journal March, 1875. 

Dr. A. CoRDEs, of Geneva, reports a case of irregular rnen- 
struation {pbst. J, Gr^ Br, and Irel,, Apr. 1875), in a girl fifteen 
years of age, who had menstruated every three weeks since the 
appearance y)f the catamenia a year previously, and who became 
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perfectly regular, menstraating every four weeks, after the admin- 
istration of bromide of potaaaium (grs. iv.) twice a day during 
eight days preceding the expected period. This treatment was 
continued six months with the same favorable result. As soon as 
the bromide was omitted, however, the menses again reappeared 
every three weeks, becoming regular again on the resumption of 
the drug. — Am, Jour, of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and 
Children, Aug., 1875. 

JStgot in Passive Hemorrhage. — By T. C. Smith, M. D., Middle- 
port, Ohio. — Dr. S., maintains that ergot exerts an influence over 
the small blood-vessels, in which it causes contraction, or diminu- 
tion of calibre, through its power over the vaso-motor nerves, the 
sympathetic system. This influence, in producing contraction of 
the calibre of small vessels, is also well manifested, and often so in 
his hands, where there is no hemorrhage going on, but where it is 
evident that there is too much blood in a given part. The contrac- 
tion effected through this agency tends to, and often does, expel 
the blood from the hyperemic part sufficiently to bring its circula- 
tion to the normal standard, or at least to an approximation of it. 

This is especially true (he says) with reference to the brain and 
spinal cord, and their respective meninges. In his experience, no 
medicine now in use will exert as much power to diminish conges- 
tion of the brain, spinal cord and meninges as ergot, and fraught 
with as little danger in its use. He has not observed any evil ef- 
fect from its use in such cases, and he has given it in doses of from 
one fluid drachm to an ounce of the fluid extract, repeated from a 
half to six hours apart, as the urgency seemed to demand. 

A few cases of its power as a hemostatic, internally administered 
in cases of passive hemorrhage are cited. 

A colored boy about five years old was brought to him to be 
treated for a hemorrhage from the rectum, occurring at every stool. 
Inspection proved that there was no hemorrhoids, polypus, fissure 
or ulcer, nor any local disease, more than a congestion at the lower 
portion of the bowels. 

A strong infusion of ergot was used liberally, and after two da^s 
there was no further bleeding, now several months since. He adds, 
there was no constipation in this case to cause the trouble. 

A gentleman aged 61, came to him, reporting bloody stools. In- 
quiry and examination proved the existence of tenderness over the 
course of the colon. No dysentery or severe pain, and the bowels 
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seemed otherwise normal. A few doses of fl. ezt. ergot seemed to 
bring entire relief. But little systemic disturbance at any time. 

Saw a lad of ten years some months since having a profuse ep- 
istaxis. In this case, cold, was applied locally, and large doses of 
ergot given internally. In a short time the bleeding ceased, and 
did not return. 

He states that he has used it in these cases after other remedies 
had failed to do more than temporary good, with the effect of giv- 
ing permanent relief in every instance so far; but that it will always 
Jt so favorably, his experience is not sufficient to warrant him in 
saying. Many other interesting cases are reported in Dr. Smith's 
pap%r, and many valuable suggestions relative to cases in which it 
should not be administered. I will add; the Dr. says that he has 
sometimes found it very valuable in cases of insomnia, where it was 
apparently caused by hyperemia of the brain. — The Detroit Review 
of Medicine and Pharmacy ^ May, 1876. 

BronchoceU, — By Edw. Bobck, M. D., read before the St. Louis 
Medical Society, Jan. 30, 1875. In the St. Louis Medical and Surg- 
ical Journal, for March, 1875, Dr. Borch has an able and interesing 
paper on bronchocele. 

He cites cases of the most eminent surgeons of this country and 
Europe, showing that an operation by the knife in many cases should 
be resorted tQ. After giving an account of numerous cases, he 
closes his very able communication as follows; — "With this show- 
ing it would seem better to remove a bronchocele at once with a 
knife, when it is small. I feel confident, that sooner or later, an 
early operation for bronchocele will be acknowledged as justifiable, 
and my reason for this is the great success with which the opera- 
tion in grave cases has been crowned; that a small bronchocele 
when circumscribed can be easier removed, in the prime of life, and 
with less loss of blood and danger than at a later period, all must 
admit. I need not speak of the method of operating, but would sug- 
gest, that the galvano-caustic knife may be use4 to advantage in 
the operation. 

•Conservative Surgery — Successful treatment of knee-joint 
wounds — Reduction of Luxation of the shoulder of three months 
standing. By D. Waerkn Bbickbll, M. D., Professor, etc., in 
Charity Hospital Medical College, New Orleans. 

This very useful and laconic paper will be read with interest. 
Published in The American Medical Weekly^ for Sept. 4, 1875. 
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Arthur Kansomk, A. M. M. D., Cantab., Lecturer on public 
health in Owens College, Manchester, has a very sensible paper on 
the relations between Diphtheria and Scarlet fever. The paper 
was read before the Epidemiological Society London, Jan. 13, 1875) 
and an abstract published in the Canada Medical and Surgical 
Journal^ for April, 1875. 



AN ESSAY ON CONCENTRATED REMEDIES. 

BY W. o'dELL ROBINSON, M. D. 

Read before the Eclectic Medical Association of Waterloo County, Canada. 

DIOSCOREIN, 

The resinoid principle of the root of Dioscorea villosa. This 
is a slender vine twining over bushes and fences, thickets and 
hedges, and flowering in June and July; it is a native of the 
United States and Canada, being, however, more common south- 
ward, and rare in the New England States. The root is the 
officinal part; it is long, branched, crooked and woody, of a white 
color internally, a light brown externally, and wrinkled, longitud- 
inally, with many fine, long, tough, elastic scattering fibres, 
having a short granular fracture, the fractured surface appearing, 
under the microscope, white, pithy, and dotted with numerous 
light yellow, resinous-like spots. It is inodorous, except when 
bruised, then it emits a faint, peculiar smell; its taste is pleasantly 
bitterish, sweetish, mucilaginous and slightly pungent* As met 
litrith in shops, the root is in pieces of various lengths, and from 
three to nine lines in diameter; it is not easily pulverized, flatten- 
ing out when this is attempted. Water or alcohol are its solvents. 
No analysis has been made of this root, further than to extract its 
active principle, dioscorein. 

This remedy contains the three principles, resin, neutral and 
mucilage. It is anti-spasmodic, diaphoretic and expectorant; it is 
a valuable remedy in nausea attending pregnancy, after-pains, 
flatulence and dysmenorrhcea; it has no equal in the cure of bilious 
colic. I have found it valuable in treatment of hepatic disorders, 
especially when accompanied with irritability of the slomach, and 
spasms. • 

GELSEMIN. 

This valuable remedy is derived from the gelseminum semper- 
virens, or yellow jassarriiney being prepared from the bark of the 
root of that plant. It has a twining, smooth, glabrous stem, with 
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opposite perennial lanceolate entire leaves, which are dark green 
above, and pale beneath, which stand on short petiolus; the flowers 
are yellow, having an agreeable, but rather narcotic odor, and 
standing on axillary pedancles. It abounds about the Southern 
States, growing luxuriantly, and climbing from tree to tree, forming 
an agreeable shade. We have proved the great value of this 
remedy as a febrifuge, this action resulting from the relaxing and 
anti-spasmodic properties which it possesses in this class of 
diseases. It possesses a wide-spread as well as a peculiarly 
powerful influence, for its use is ixidicated in all the multifarious 
forms of fevers, except those of the congested form, where it 
might not be indicated ; but in order to secure the full benefit of 
its therapeutic effects, we require to give it in doses suflicient to 
produce its constitutional effect, and the patient kept under the 
same until all the symptoms of the disease have disappeared. It 
frequently is of great service in neuralgia, and with tonics in 
cliorea, epilepsy, <fec. As far as my experience goes, I am satisfied 
that its primary action is on the nervous system, an action which 
arrests the destructive metamorphosis of disease. 

HYDRASTIN. 

Is the active principle of the Hydrastis Canadensis. This 
plant is found in shady woods, in rich soil, and damp meadows, in 
different parts of the United States and Canada, but is more 
abundant west of the AUeghanies. It flowers in May and June; 
the root is the officinal part, and possesses laxative, chologue, 
alterative, resolvent, tonic, diuretic and anti-septic properties. 
This remedy is a powerful tonic, but exerts a marked influence 
upon the mucous surfaces. It often acts as a laxative, without 
producing any astringent effects, and it seems to rank, in therapeutic 
value, between rhubarb, nux vomica, and sanguinaria. It is in- 
valuable as a tonic during convalescence from exhausting diseases, 
such as bilious and typhoid fever, acute hepatitis, gastritis, 
diarrhoea, and I have found it of good service in chronic derange- 
ment of the liver. It possesses an especial influence over the 
hepatic structure and portal rein, in resolving biliaiy deposits, 
removing obstructions and promoting secretion. I have found it 
good in the treatment of hepatic torpor; it is of inestimable value 
in indigestion accompanied with acidity, eructations, flatulency 
and ulceration of the mucous membranes of the bowels. There 
are various preparations of the hydrastin, as the sulphate, iodide 
and clorate. Its physiological action is a pure tonic to all the tis- 
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sues, but more decidedly to mucous membranes. — N. J. Eclectic 
Medical a?id Surgical Journal, 



THE ANTIDOTE FOR OPIUM. 

BY C. C. CA8TLB, M. D. 

It is acknowledged that opium, in its several forms, is the great 
specific for pain, and in prescribing it, the dose is regulated by the 
extent and severity of the pain, modified by the fact, as to whether 
the patient's system has recently been accustomed to its use. 

The custom of giving opium or morphine for mere sleeplessness, 
cannot be too highly reprehended ; or to give it where the pains 
are fugitive or uncertain of duration, because, should the pain dis- 
appear, the full force of the drug would be expended on the brain, 
and other nervous centres, with, perhaps, fatal results. 

As to antidotes for an over-dose of opium, the genius of the 

profession has been exercised to an alarming extent. I believe 

that atropia is now the fashionable thing to exhibit hypodermi- 
cally. 

Realizing that opium is the antidote for pain, and that when the 

pain is excessive, otherwise deadlv doses are carried off with im- 
punity, we have only to reverse the proposition, and the question 
is solved ; for we have pain as the true antidote for opium. Find- 
ing the patient laboring under an over- dose of any opiate, proceed 
at once to inflict upon him a pain, that will be presistent, and con- 
tinued at your pleasure. Remembering that the most excruciating 
torture is experienced by pressure upon terminal branches of the 
nerves, the most convenient way will be found to apply pressure 
upon the ends of the thumbs and fingers. This can be done by 
using a small hand-vice, or even the ordinary spring clothes pins 
will answer every purpose, for it is astonishing what an amount 
of pain one of these little instruments will inflict with its persis- 
tent grip. 

. The inquisition found the ,thumb-screw the most effectual ma- 
chine for torture that could be devised. Ephemeral and transient 
pains will do little good ; it is the steady and continued a&rony that 
accomplishes the work. 

Accounts of cases treated on the theory indicated, would be of 
little use, unless it commends itself to the judgment ; and this 
paper is respectfully submitted to the readers of this journal, 
trusting that it will receive a carefull examination in the light of 
previous knowledge and experience with this powerful drug. — 
N. J, Eclec, Med, and Surg, Journal, 
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PHOSPHORIC ACID. 

BY CHARLES G. POLK, PHAB. D., PBOFBSSOB OP SURGERY AND MATERIA 
MEDICA, ECLECTIC MEDICAL COLLEGE, PBNNA., AND PROF. OF CHEM- 
ISTRY, PENKA., COLLEGE OF PHARMACY. 

The interest bestowed on Phosphoric Acid by both the Medical 
and Pharmaceutical Professions, has scarcely been equalled by 
that given to any therapeutical agent in modern days. Considerable 
of this interest has been justly merited. It is .unquestionably a 
tonic of considerable power, and acl^s as a direct stimulant to the 
function of nutrition. No acid surpasses it in the display of these 
powers. Researches in organic chemistry have demonstrated that 
its presence is inseparable from both animal and vegetable life. 
Articles of food in which it is present in the soluble tribasic 
variety are nutritious, while those in which it is absent are non- 
nutritious, do not possess any of the requisites employed in cell 
development and consequently are inadequate for the functions of 
minimal life. There are two varieties of Phosphoric Acid, one 
which forms soluble Phosphates and that which forms insoluble 
Phosphates. The former is the type which subserves the purposes 
of nutrition, constitutes an essential element in all that lives and 
may be said to be organismal while the other variety and its bases 
are non-nutritious do not contribute in an important manner to the 
maintenance of life and health. The latter variety however, it 
must be admitted enters into the formation of bone and cartilage, 
but these however are derived from the blood. In the blood they 
are of the soluble variety and are metamorphised into the in- 
soluble type as they are appropriated to bone structure. The 
Fhosphatic base which seems especially demanded for organismal 
development, is the Acid Phosphate of Calcium. Others as well 
as myself, have tested the value of this salt, by removing it from 
the food of various animals, and the unvarying rule has been that 
the food scarcely appeased the appetite, the animal grew restless, 
rapid emaciation followed, and I am confident had I persisted ia 

the deprivation, every animal that I subjected to this ordeal would 
have died of inanition. 

Upon restoring food abounding in the soluble phosphates, the 

animal again became lively and healthy and rapidly regained its 

former proportions. About four years ago I tested the subject 

with a dog; removing the Acid Phosphate of Lime from all his 

food, while he had freshly precipitated Phosphate of Calcium in 

abundance, he pined away and became emaciated, almost as 

rapidly as those who were not furnished such a supply. Two 
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years ago I used the Lacto* Phosphate of Calcium in the 8am& 
manner. The Lactic Acid seemed to bring the Calcium Phosphate 
into the alembic of the system, and so modify it by the chemical 
and vital forces therein located so as to prepare it for the purpose 
of nutrition. While the Lacto-Phosphate of Calcium is far from 
being inert, in fact the only way of administration of the Phos- 
phate of Calcium of the ordinary variety. I have after two years 
careful investigation concluded that it. is far less efficient than the 
Acid Phosphates of Calcium. We are to deduce from this fact 
that it is only the Acid Phosphates which can be appropriated and 
enter into the nutrition of vegetable life and that these must be 
of the tribasic hydrate. Further experiment upon myself has 
demonstrated that under the administration of the bibasic Phos- 
phoric Acid of the soluble variety, the venous blood acquires a 
large excess of the bibasic phosphate of sodium, while if the 
bibasic acid of the variety which forms insoluble Phosphate of 
Lime be used, no such a result follows; the acid or its salts are 
excreted by the kidneys, and seem to exert no especial influence on 
the system. The insoluble Orthophosphates which are not en- 
dowed with organismal powers, are decided tonics. Meta Phos-^ 
phoric Acid and its- salts do not impress the system more than 
Carbonic Acid or its bases. We are to infer from this that the 
Syrup of the Phosphates Compound or Parrish's Chemical Food 
does not supply the elements of which it is composed to the 
system neither has it tonic properties superior to the corresponding 
Carbonates. While a similar combination with the exception 
of the presence of the Tribasic Acid will be decidedly tonic, but 
not organismal, while if the Acid be of the variety which forms- 
soluble Phosphate of Lime, the elements will be appropriated by 
the system, and the Phosphate will serve the double purpose of a 
nutrient and tonic. As a nutrient the Phosphates of Calcium and 
Iron stand uppermost. Sodium Phosphute occupies an important 
office in equalizing the relation between Carbonic Acid and the 
Sodium of the blood. Potassium exists only in small amount in the 
juices of the muscles as a metaphosphate. But all these modifica- 
tions must be* developed in the laboratory of the living animal,, 
and the modifications must all result from the soluble tribasic 
variety. The bibasic acid will form solutions with the proto 
salts of Iron, in about the same amount required by the sesqui- 
salts. The bibasic proto salt is quite soluble in aqua ammonia,, 
and the syrup of Ammoniated Phosphate of Iron which is quitt* 
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free from inky taste, and preferable to the bibasic Ferric Phosphate 
in therapeutical value, which was offered to the medical profession 
by Dr. A. D. Hanverman, is made in this manner. 

The attempts of my own to form Chalybeate in this manner from 
the tribasic iron phosphate have not been satisfactory. On the 
other hand the bibasic Phosphoric Acid will not form a clear 
solution with the Tincture of the Ferric Chloride, but will 
precipitate the bibasic Ferric Phosphate, as a white gelatinous 
substance, while if the tribasic acid be used a permanently clear 
solution is obtained. If pure anhydrous metaphosphoric acid be 
made into a solution of the strength of the U. S. P., it will form 
a clear solution at first with the Ferric Tincture, but in a couple 
of weeks, the precipitate above alluded to will be formed, but if 
the Acid be allowed to stand for one year, it will give the tribasic 
test with the Tincture of the Chloride of Iron, as also with the 
Nitrate of Silver. The Tincture of the Chloride of Iron test, first 
suggested by Mr. Samuel Rosengarten but first published by my- 
self two years ago, is the best one. I think by my previous notes 
OR this subject in which I gave the profession the causes of the 
troubles with the Phosphates in the meta and Bibasic Acids, and 
the only remedy in the Tribasic Acid. I have said sufficient to 
have quite explained the trouble and given the remedy. The only 
trouble which I have been unable to remedy is the carbonizing and 
discoloration of the Syrup by the Acid. This result will be as 
complete, if the Acid and the Syrup be mixed together without 
other ingredients as when they are present. I have sought an 
escape from this discoloration (just a change from the clear syrup 
appearance, to a sherry wine tinge, and then into an almost 
complete transformation into the black of caramel,) by sub- 
stituting Glycerine. This obviates the discoloration, but in avoid- 
ing Scylla I fell into Carybdis. The Glycerine and Iron formed 
such a nauseous compound as to render the preparation totally un- 
fit for use. The most satisfactory remedy I have tried is to make 
a concentrated solution; put it in two ounce bottles and mix it with 
Orange Flower syrup as used. By this means ^he trouble of dis- 
eolorization is remedied, but the non saccharated solution will very 
speedily decompose if left exposed to the atmosphere. 

Easton's Syrup of the Phosphates of Iron, Quinia and Strychnia, 
contains one grain of the Phosphates of Iron, 4-6 of a grain of the 
Phosphate of Quinia, and 1-32 of a grain of Strychnia. 

Supposing 192 grains of the Phosphate of Iron to result from. 
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300 grains of Ferrous Sulphate, decomposed by 480 grains of the 
Sodium Phosphate. 

Polk's Syrup varies in its proportions as well as in mode of 
manipulation. Each drachm represents 2 grains of Iron, one of the 
alkaloid Quinia, and 1-32 of a grain of Strychnia. 

Polk's Syrup of the Phosphates of Iron, Quinia and Strychnia. 

:^ Ferrous SulpL grs. 800. 

Sodium Phosphate grs. 1280. 

Quinia grs. 256. 

Strychnia grs. viii. 

Syrupy Phosphoric (Sp. Grav. 1.5) 3 xxij. 

Boiling Water | ij. 

Syrup, sufficient to make | xxxij. 

Dissolve the Sulphate of Iron in four ounces of boiling water 
sweetened with half an ounce of sugar, also dissolve the Sodium 
Phosphate in eight ounces of boiling water. Mix the solutions. 
Pour off the supematent fluid, wash the precipitate with boiling 
vi^ater until the washings are free from discolorization and do not 
give a precipitate with a solution of the Chloride of Barium. Itub 
the Strychnia and Quinia with 4 drachms of boiling water, add 
the Phosphate of Iron and the Phosphoric Acid mixed with an 
ounce and one half of boiling water. Dissolve and filter into 
sufficient syrup to make thirty-two ounces. 

Each drachm contains two grains of the Supef^Phosphate of Iron, 
one grain of Quinia and one thirty-second of a grain of Strychnia. 
In making this preparation a more satisfactory result may be 
obtained by mixing the boiling water with the acid and emersing 
them in boiling water until the temperature of 200"" is obtained. 
At first the completed preparation is as clear as the simple syrup 
used in making it, but in course of a few months the acid carbon- 
izes the sugar and develops caramel, which changes it from its 
original syrup color, to an inky black. In an hermetically sealed 
bottle, this color however, is very slowly developed, while in a half 
filled bottle frequently exposed to light and air, this change is very 
rapid. 
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IJ Freshly Precipitated Phosph. Iron grs. 128. 

Phosph. Calcium grs. 256. 

Phosph. Sodium, Pure grs. 128. 

Phosph. Potas grs. 32. 

Phosp. Magnesium grs. 32. 

Syrupy Phosphoric Acid (S. G. 1.5) 3 xx. 

Boiling Water % ij. 

Syrup, q. s., ad 1 xvi. 
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Dissolve the IroD, Calcium, Sodium, Potassium and Magnesium 
in the Phosphoric Acid, previously mixed with the two ounces of 
boiling water and filter into sufficient syrup to make one pint. 
. This formula is a good tonic, a better one by far than Parrish's 
formula which has gained such a world wide notoriety. If the Phos- 
phoric Acid be of the soluble variety, or the salts be of the soluble 
variety, the preparation will be what its name implies a "Chemical 
Food " but if the Acid be of the insoluble variety as also the salts 
of the preparation are eminently tonic but not organismal, will not 
furnish the elements of which it is composed, directly to the system » 
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THE EFFECTS OF INDULGUNG- IN THE SUB- 
CUTANEOUS INJECTION OF LARG-E 
QUANTITIES OF MORPHIA. 

In a recent issue of the Allgemeine Wiener Medizinische Zeitung 
a case is related which shows in a striking manner the remarkable 
and disastrous effects that may arise from the frequent use of 
large morphine injections. 

The patient, who was himself a medical man, was under the care 
of Professor Weinlechner, of VijBnna. In consequence of the 
great pain which continued long after an attack of traumatic 
periostitis of the shin-bone, he had • recourse to the daily sub- 
cutaneous injection of morphia. In July, 1867, he used a syringe- 
ful of the injection daily, and owing to the frequency and severity 
qf the paroxysms of pain he increased this quantity until by the 
end of the first year from commencing the injections he used every 
day as much as ten grains of morphia. At first the injection 8 
were followed by sleep, but afterwards by only a feeling of repose. 
In the beginning of the second year the pains in the skin disap- 
peared, but were followed by great irritability and muscular 
tremors, especially in the lower extremities. In consequence of 
the numerous injections that had been used, a number of absces8e»« 
made their appearance in various parts of the body, and the 
suffering arising from these was a fresh pretext for renewing the 
injections. To sueh an extent was this practice indulged in, that 
the daily quantity of morphia now amounted, in the third year, t<» 
twenty grains, in the fourth year to thirty grains, and in the year 
1873 to as much as forty grains ? Since the latter period tho 
patient has been confined to his bed. When visited by Professor 
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Weinlechner he was so covered with abscesses that there was 
scarcely a sound portion of skin. He was, moreover, reduced to 
a skeleton, and the skin was so tightly contracted over his 
emaciated extremities that it could not be raised into folds for the 
purpose of injection, and both knees were bent at right angles, in 
consequence of the contraction of the flexor muscles. 

With respect to the treatment, the morphia injections were at 
once given up, a little morphia given internally, or the inhalation 
of chloroform being occasionally resorted to for the sake of pro- 
ducing sleep. The abscesses were opened, and healed under very 
simple treatment. The contracted legs were stretched while the 
patient was under the influence of chloroform, but without any 
permanent success; nor was a resort to mechanical means at first 
attended with any better result. At last, and although there was 
not the slightest reason for suspecting that there was any syphiUs 
in the case, large doses of iodide of potassium were prescribed, 
and with astonishing results. The painful spasms of the lower 
extremities completely ceased, sleep and appetite returned, the 
patient gained flesh and strength every day, and nothing remained 
but to overcome the contraction of the limbs by persevering in 
the use of mechanical extension. — New BemedieSy March, 1876. 



THE BEST FORM OF BLISTERING- LIQUID. 

At the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain, on the 2d of 
February, James Deane, F. L. S., read a paper, the object of which 
was to ascertain whether acetic ether was equal or superior to a 
mixture of acetic acid and ether in its power as a solvent of the 
active principles of cantharides. This was tested by the following 
experiments : 

I. The author prepared twenty fluidounces of liq. epispasticus, 

B. P., the formula of which is — 

Cantharides 8 oz. 

Acetic Acid 4 fl. oz. 

Ether a sufficiency. 

The cantharides are moistened with the acid, and the ether 

passed throagk in a percolator till 20 fluid ounces of liquor are 

obtained. 

II. A liquor was prepared in the following manner: 8 ounces 
of cantharides were moistened with 4 fluid ounces of acetic ether, 

10 
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allowed to stand in a closely covered vessel for about twelve hoars, 
packed in a percolator, and acetic ether poured on till 20 fluid 
* ounces were obtained. 

III. The third experiment was made by following the suggestion 
of Professor Tichbome, who has recommended the employment of 
glacial acetic acid instead of that of the ordinary strength. His 
directions were observed, except that the acid was mixed with an 
equal quantity of ether before moistening the cantharides. 

Two fluid ounces of each of these products, each representing 
350 grains of cantharides, yielded the following quantities of 
cantharidin: — B. P., 0.8; Tichbome, 1.8; acetic ether, 2.2, which 
is possibly a measure of their relative activity. The specific 
gravities of the three products were, respectively, 0. 769, 0.898, and 
0.1 82. 

Mr. Brady has pointed out the objections to mixed fluids, which 
do not dry evenly, but cause a concentration in one point; it 
appears, therefore, that we should select acetic ether, as it 
thoroughly exhausts the cantharides, has a pleasant odor, is free 
from the objection to the use of mixed fluids, and further, may be 
used in the preparation of vesicating collodion, pyroxylin being 
readily soluble in it. 

In reply to the chairman, the author stated that medical men in 
Clapham had always found the acetic ether preparation efficient; 
his father had made it twenty years ago, and he believed Mr. 
Brady had made it for even a longer time. 

Mr. Umney discarded the use of ordinary acetic acid shortly 
after Professor Tichborne published his paper on the subject. He 
found by experiment that the British Pharmacopoeia liquor 
epispasticus, containing ordinary acetic acid, would produce a 
blister in about eleven or twelve hours, while that made by 
moistening the cantharides with glacial acetic acid and digesting 
for three or four days, and then percolating with ether, would 
produce a blister in four or five hours. Acetic ether would be an 
improvement upon the glacial acetic acid and ether, and ether was 
preferable to the use of ordinary acetic acid. 

Mr. Gerrard said a Continental chemist had proposed, in making 
blister:plaster, to moisten the powdered cantharides with weak 
potash solution, and after several days to make it slightly acid 
with hydrochloric acid, and thus liberate the cantharidin, which 
was the whole point in dealing with cantharides. — New Remedies. 
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CONIUM IN DYSMENORBHGBA. 

BY H. ILLOWY, M. D. 

The physioian called to a woman whose menstruation is painful, 
after having listened with compassion to the pathetic recital of the 
tortures experienced at the last epoch, and at the preceding ones, 
finds himself in the end very much embarassed ; besides, the 
period will soon return, and it is necessary to do something quickly. 
According to the inspiration of the moment, according to the 
symptoms of anaemia or congestion, the physician has recourse to 
the whole series of prescriptions contained in the formulary, that 
hackneyed guide of the physician taken unawares. A sort of 
half success sometimes crowns his efforts. But we must not de- 
ceiye ourselves, the next return will present itself under as bad 
conditions, for all the emenagogues from chloroform, apiol, to 
aloes, mugwort and their analogues — all, we say, may possibly 
have an immediate, more or less, sensible effect upon the organs 
concerned, but no one has modified the organs in a manner any 
way durable. 

I, like others, have struggled with the means above indicated 
against this infirmity of so large a number of women, and I was 
as much perplexed by the ephemeral success, as by the complete 
insuccess, when accidentally, I read the beautiful work of MM. 
Damouret and Pelvet upon conium and its alkaloids. 

I resolved to experiment with conium in such cases of dysmen- 
orrhcea as seemed to me to be due to congestion or anaemia, not by 
prescribing it a few days before, or during the continuance of the 
courses, but having the patient take it for a whole month. 

For this purpose, in plethoric woman, I prescribed pills, contain- 
ing, besides the extract of conium, some calming agent like hyos- 
ciamus or belladonna. For the anaemic I directed iron, and as 
there might be either anorexia or constipation, the extract of 
quassia or hyosciamus in the following proportions. 

B Extract Conii, 2.60 grammes. 

Extract Quassia, 4. grammes. 

. or Extract Hyosciam, -60 grammes. 

M — Make 100 pills — 4 per day. 

As to the ferruginous preparations, I directed them to take every 
day for a whole month three teaspoonf uls of the solution of phos- 
phate of iron of Leras, and the following month 20 centi-gramms 
per day of the oxalate of iron. Where no indication for iron ex- 
isted I prescribed the conium and quassia, or hyosciam, or bella- 
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donna, according to the case, but always so that the patient took 
10 centi-grammes of the extract of conium daily. 

I am but little disappointed by this procedare, and it happens but 
rarely that I cannot congratulate myself upon a good result from 
the first month on. 

I continue this treatment for three or four months, and this the 
more easily as the patient, encouraged by success, becomes perse- 
vering, and I doubt if any of the physicians who have so ardently 
recommended other ageuats have ever had the same measure of 
success as I have until now had. 

It would be indeed interesting to know if we are better prepared 
than before against this so frequent and obstinate trouble. It is 
for this reason that I call the serious attention of my colleagues 
to this point. — J9i. Dus'irt^ m Trih, Medical, 
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CHORE A- ARSENIC. 



Thirty or forty years ago Mr. Hammond, of Whetstone, had 
great reputation for the cure of chorea by arsenic. In a letter 
written by him on the subject he said: "The health has need to be 
well supported. A full diet of meat and two glasses of port wine 
should be given daily; the latter with water, if the subject be 
feeble or excitable. An Q^g should be taken for breakfast, and all 
trash in diet avoided ; that is, all that adds to the labor of diges- 
tion without contributing to support. The only purgative employed 
should be rhubard or the compound decoction of aloes; but only to 
regulate the bowels, never to purge. The health should be sus- 
tained by air and exercise, and diet only modified by the absence 
or presence of plethora. With menstrual irregularity, riding on 
horseback will be useful, and air as much as possible, but not to 
the point of fatigue." Again he says: "The mineral solution of 
arsenic is the strongest tonic known; it often subdues ague when 
quinine has failed. My reputation in the cure of chorea rests 
wholly on the use of this preparation. I give it in that dose (nine 
drops three times a day), beginning with four, and gradually, in 
ten days, getting to nine. I have never known the remedy to fail ; 
at least, be assured that few cases of chorea will resist this treat- 
ment. If it disascree or headache be felt, lower the dose one drop.'* 
These are the ipsissima verba magiatri never published before. 
They have lain by neglected for many years, and their resuscita- 
tion at the present moment appears to me opportune. The prepar- 
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ation is that adopted into the London Pharmacopoeia as the liquor 
arsenic chloridi. In the British Pharmacopoeia there is a modifi- 
cation of its strength. It is no other than De Valangin's mineral 
solvent. The directions given are for the treatment of young 
people, but the difference of the Pharmaccepia must be allowed 
for. (Mr. G. Gaskoin, p. 52.) — Braithwaite^s Retrspect^ 



I • ^ • I 



THE EUCALYPTUS. 



A Roman priest named Gildas communicates to the Soci^t^ 
d'Acclimatation of Paris the results of his experiments with the 
^Eucalyptus Globulus near the Monastery of St. Paul Trois 
Fontaines, in tiie Roman Campagna. The trees have thriven, and 
he believes have given indications of their power to purify the 
atmosphere, though as yet they are not sufficiently numerous to 
produce much effect. He also reports that a decoction made from 
the leaves of the tree possesses valuable properties in cases' of 
fever, and that many persons have i)een cured of that disease by 
drinking the " elixir," which is also a preventive of fever. A 
similar preparation of the leaves in the form of a powder is also 
made, which has the advantage of keeping good longer than the 
decoction. The opportunity was, no doubt, too tempting for the 
good monks of St. Paul Trois Fontaines to resist, and we may 
soon expect to find their " elixir " on the market, and advertised 
in the religious journals. 

Eucalyptus globulus has also had its share of attention in India, 
and without considering the question of the truth or otherwise of 
its reputed value, it is proved that although it grows quickly and 
with vigor on the Neilgherrie and Khasia hills, at 5,000 to 8,000 
feet above the sea, it cannot be induced to live even for a year or 
two in the hot plains of India. — New Remedies, March, 1876. 
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Therapeutics and Materia Medica. 

How Sea-Sickness was Prevented Two Hundred Years Ago.1 

Rather more than two hundred years ago a princess of England 

went to. Belgium, and to prevent sea-sickness the great doctor of 
the day. Sir Theodore Mahern, issued the following instructions, 
which, perhaps, some ladies may still be disposed to try: Cinna- 
mon, coriander, anise, ambergris, musk, and sugar were to be made 
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into long tubes, which she was to munch from time to time. She 
was to drink a warm posset, should there be an excess ef vomiting, 
A plaster made of balsam of Peru, of gum mastic, and of laudanum 
was to be applied to the stomach. She was also to smell the com- 
forting vapors which arose from the following compound: well- 
toasted bread, orange and citron peel, rose-leaves, flowers of lav- 
ender, and cloves, to be hashed up together. On this, Canary wine, 
elderflower vinegar and cinnamon water were to be poured, por- 
tions to be successively applied to the nostrils. When she arrived 
on the ojbher side she was to have an aromatic plaster applied to 
the stomach, and, what was more to the purpose, she was to have 
her stomach strengthened with burned claret, having in it a sprig 
of rosemary, some cinnamon and sugar, with a caudle of ale or small 
beer made with Canary wine, eggs, sugar and cinnamon. Such were 
the ^ays of comforting that distressed organ. — Mcchange, 



Felon. 

9 Honey, alum, flour, a£^ qs., moisten with good vinegar and 

poultice twice a day. 

]^ Puiv. camphor, opium, brown sugar, castile soap, aa, q.s. 
Wet to consistence of paste with spts. turpentine. Apply on a 
rag twice a day. 

Take common rock salt, dry io in an oven, then pound it fine 
and mix with an equal quantity of spts. turpentine. Put it on a 
cloth and wrap it around the part affected, and as it gets dry put 
on more. Cures in twenty-four hours. 

Apply a rag wet with tincture of lobelia and keep it constantly 
wet, said to be a certain cure. 

Poke root (Phytolacca decandra) roasted in hot ashes until soft, 
and then mashed and applied as a poultice, is unrivaled in felons 
and humors of various kinds. It discusses them rapidly, or, if too 
far advanced, hastens their suppuration. 

A piece of adhesive plaster, an inch in width and long enough 
to go once and a half arouzid the finger, should have spread upon 
it a surface of cantharidal plaster, the size of a three cent piece. 
This surface should be applied over the tender part and lapped. 
Allow it to remain for twenty-four hours at least, and then if 
blistering has occurred, the skin may be raised, and beneath it 
will be found a smaU opening not exceeding a line in diameter, 
which penetrates the deep tissue and discharges pus. If the blister 
is applied during the first three days this is all-sufficient for a cure; 
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and if the disease has run longer than this, its coarse is shortened 
and the cure remarkably quick. The plaster should remain forty- 
eight hours when applied to the hand of laboring men, a fresh one 
being furnished at the end of twenty-four hours. In these cases 
the opening may be enlarged, as the quantity of pus is greater. 
The pain is greatly diminished durisg the action of the blister. — 
St, Louis £Jolecttc Medical Journal^ March, 1876. 

Yellow Fever Poison— Its Modus Operandi. 

Dr. Sternberg {N^ O. Med, and Surg, Jour, July, 1875) adduces 

a large amount of evidence to prove that: 

1. The disturbance of the sympathetic nervous system is the 
first and essential effect of the yellow fever poison. 

2. We have no evidence that blood changes occur prior to the 
implication of the sympathetic, which marks the outbreak of the 
disease. 

3. The action of the poison upon the sympathetic seems to be 
a paralyzing one, causing arrest of functions, and producing 
phenomena similar to those following division of the sympathetic in 
any part of the body. 

5. Whether the blood is also primarily affected by the poison, 
or whether the changes in it are all secondary to arrest of the 
processes of nutrition, secretion and excretion may be considered 
a question still sub judice. 

In treatment, the doctor suggests the use of ergot hypoder- 
mically. 

Remedy for Bowel AfTeotions. 

Dr. M. J. Eley, of La Fayette, Ala., writing to The Medical 
and Surgical Reporter^ recommends the following preparation as 
being a safe and efficient remedy. He says: ''In the number 
of your journal for September 7th, 1872, Dr. Downing called 
attention to the following "New combination for bowel affections," 
asking other physicians to try it and report the result. 
The formula is as follows: 

9 Socotrine Aloes, powd 

Sulph. Potash, powd 

Bicarb. Soda aa 3 j. 

Cloves, powd 3 ss. M. 

Divide into twelve powders. 

To one of these powders he added three tablespoonfuls of boil- 
ing water, giving iJie whole at one dose — as hot as could be borne 
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— to an adult. To be repeated every hour. To ohildren one tea- 
spoonful to be given every half hour. 

The remedy was warmly recommended in all cases of cholera 
morbus, diarrhoea and dysentery. 

Since I first noticed the above mentioned combination, now four 
years, I have been using it, with uniform satisfaction, in the 
above-named troubles as seen in children, especially in what we 
usually term "Summer Complaints" and "Teething Diarrhoea." 
My plan of administering is somewhat different from Dr. Down- 
ing's; for instance, I add one teaspoonful of the powder to a tea- 
cup of boiling water; when cool, give a teaspoonful every hour 
till the discharges become normal in frequency and color. 



Fowler's Solution of Arsenic. 

0. H. M6ni6re '*' says that this solution, as prepared according to 
the Paris Codex, undergoes in time an important change, which 
has not hitherto been noticed. It becomes less transparent, a 
volatile oil separates; later a black point is perceived, followed by 
nodulose filaments. Around or near these new formations crystals 
of arsenious acid group themselves. This phenomenon, although 
very slowly produced, continues without interruption; and in this 
way crystals of arsenious acid are grouped on the first separated 
nucleus of essential oil, in consequence of a peculiar attraction. 
Crystals of arsenious acid, as they occur in nature, retain their 
transparency even after prolonged exposure to the air, whilst those 
which are here produced artificially, and like the first octahedral, 
effloresce on exposure. Certain crystalline silky needles floating 
in the liquid, especially near the bottom, are delicate and brittle, 
and generally correspond in character with pharmacolithe or 
arseniated chalk. These, however, are only produced if water 
containing lime is substituted for distilled water in making the 
preparation. Some years are necessary for this change to manifest 
itself; from 100 grammes of solution 15 centigrammes of arsenious 
acid. were collected after three years. This observation may have 
some value in that it refers to a medicament which is rarely re- 
newed by pharmacists. — Chemist and Druggist^ March, 18V6. 



Iceland Moss Poultice- 

The article consists of two pieces of thin muslin, between which 
is enclosed a layer of dried moss-pulp, so that it resembles, in con- 
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* Le Mmide J^harviaeeiitiqife,^ February 3, lsT6, Dinplern Jovnia/. 
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sistence, a piece of thin paste-board. When immersed in hot 
water for a few moments the poultice swells and becomes soft and 
xnacilaginous, and adapts itself to any surface. It can, in this form, 
be made to serve as a medium lor the application of yarious 
remedies, such as opium, sugar of lead, carbolic or salicylic acids, 
etc. ; and further, after it has become dry, its lightness and stiffness 
makes it a sort of splint, which may oftentimes be of great service. 
As it does not ferment, it can be made to serve several days 
i^thout changing. It is said to retain moisture better than flax- 
seed; and a recommendation, by no means the least, is that it is 
always ready. The specimens sent to us are accompanied by a 
quantity of gutta-percha tissue to be used in preventing evaporation 
of moisture. 

Curry Powder. 

The following is the recipe furnished by a native Hindoo, ac- 
cording to the Chemist and Druggisty and is said to yield a fine 
product. The powders must be fresh and of the best quality: 
Coriander, fresh seed, roasted but not burnt, 
and finely powdered 8 parts. 

Turmeric, fresh root, treated in same manner, 3 ^' 

Foenugreek, fresh seed, " " " 2 " 

Mustard Seed, « « « 2 '' 

Cumin Seed, « « " 3 « 

To this add Cayenne pepper to taste. Preferable, however, is 

the Indian chilli pod, a much larger species than that sold in our 

shops, and not nearly so hot. — N'eu) Rem^dieSy March, 1875. 

Cowland's Lotion. 

This preparation is much used in England as a cosmetic, for 

sunburn, freckles, tan, and eczema. It is made as follows: 

Bitter Almonds 3 oz. 

Distilled Water 16 oz. 

Corrosive Sublimate .' H grs. 

Sal Ammoniac 2 dr. 

Alcohol 4 dr. 

Cherry-laurel water 4 dr. 

Blanch the almonds and grind them with the water, and pass 

through a cloth. Dissolve the salts in the cherry-laurel water and 

alcohol. Mix the two solutions. — Nt\c JtemedieSy March, 18 76. 

Iodine and Wliite Precipitate. 

We have j ist received a paper by Prof. F. A. Fltickiger, of 

Sirasburg, which gives additional information on the peculiar 
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reaction between iodine and white precipitate, an account of which 
will be found in our last number. According to his investigations 
the decomposition of white precipitate by iodine may take place 
even without the intervention of any fluid. On rubbing together 
3 atoms of white precipitate and 4 atoms of iodine, no immediate 
change is observed; but on allowing it to stand quietly, it soon 
afterwards decrepitates or explodes without any violent noise. 
This decomposition, evidently owing to the formation of iodide of 
nitrogen, or of iodamine, is remarkable through the fact that it 
takes place so suddenly and without apparent external impulse. 
But the same or a very similar decomposition occurs on moistening 
the two substances with water, in which case a continuous 
crackling is noticed, which lasts for hours. Hypobromous acid 
and solution of alkaline hypobromites likewise decompose white 
precipitate, but with much less energy than iodine in presence of 
water. — New Remedies^ March, 1876. 

Application for Burns. 

M. Lebigot recommends the following mixture as having been 

very successful: 

5 Cape aloes 4 ouiiceB. 

Water 10 ounces. 

Alcohol (90'') 3 ounces. 

The ingredients are to be melted together in a china plate over 
a slow fire, allowed to cool, and then filtered; after which three 
ounces more of alcohol are to be added. It is then ready for use. 
A tablespoonful of the mixture, mixed with a teaspoonful of ace- 
tate of lead, and twenty teaspoonfuls of water, constitute an excel- 
lent remedy. It is to be applied morning and evening on the burnt 
surface. — Loyidon Lancet, 

A Rat Made to Work. 

The Popular Science Monthly narrates an amusing incident in 

connection with telegraphing, and tells how a telegraph inspector 
in England harnessed a rat and compelled it to do some useful 
work. It was necessary to overhaul a cable of wires inclosed in 
iron tubes. A certain length of the cable had to be taken out of 
the tube, and the men commenced hauling at one end, without hav- 
ing taken the precaution to attach to the other a wire by which it 
might be drawn back after inspection and repairs. The question 
arose how the cable was to be restored to its proper place. The 
inspector invoked the aid of a rat catcher, and, provided with a 



MontMy Summary, 139 

large rat, a ferret, and a ball of string woand on the Morse paper 
drum, he repaired to the opening in the tube. The flash boxes 
were opened, and the rat, with one end of the string attached to 
his body, was put into the pipe. He scampered away at racing 
pace, dragging the twine with him until he reached the middle of 
the pipe, and there stopped. The ferret was then put in, and off 
went the rat again, until he sprang clear out of the flush box. One 
length of the cable was thus safe, and the same operation was com- 
menced with the other; but the rat stopped short a few yards from 
the pipe, and boldly awaited the approach of the ferret. A sharp 
combat ensued, but after sundry jerks at the string the combatants 
separated, the rat making for the other extremity of the pipe, car- 
rying the string through and relieving the inspector from his anx- 
iety. 

Chafing. 

5 Gallic acid | j. 

Glycerine fl | iv. 

Mix. Apply to affected part. 

3 Starch § j. 

Glycerine | viij. 

Mix. Sig. Apply to affected part. 

3 Carbonate of Lead 5 ]• 

Simple Ointment f j. 

Mix. As above. 

A weak infusion of hydrastis canadensis, or better a little of the 
tincture diluted with glycerine, is an excellent application in 
intertrigo, chafing of infants necks, groins, etc. 

Dissolve a lump of alum about as large as a hazle nut in half a 
pint of water. Apply with a soft Udcd or cotton rag at night 
before retiring. 

Wet a soft cloth in infusion of galls and apply to the part. 

With a soft brush paint the affected parts with thick gum 
arable mucilage. — St. Louis Eclectic Med. Jour,y March, 18V6. 

A Third Dentition at the Age of 9eventy-Three. 

M. EcHEBAc relates in the Gazette des JECopitaux (October 9), 

the remarkable case of an old gentleman, aged seventy-three, who 
after the manifestations of nervous symptoms for some time, and 
an abundant salivation, exhibited in his upper jaw, which had 
long been dismantled of teeth, some fine ones projecting about 
two millimetres beyond the edge of the gums. They were six in 
number— four incisors, one canine, and one small molar. These 
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teeth were neither very white nor very strong, but formed an ex- 
cellent substitute for those lost. Van Helmont relates a precisely 
similar case occuring at the same age. — Drug. Circular, 

l.axative Troches. 

We subjoin two formulae; the first is given by Pierquin, and the 

second by Delvincourt: 

Laxative Pastilles. 

Scammony 3 ounces. 

Cream of Tartar. 4 drachms. 

Sugar in powder 8 ounces. 

Oil of Cinnamon 4 drops. 

Mucilage of tragacanth, sufficient. 

Divide into one-hundred and twenty troches. Dose, one to two 

in the morning. 

Purgative Pastilles. 

Scammony 6 grains. ' 

Tincture of Senna 40 drops. 

Carbonate of Magnesia 5 scruples. 

Powdered Sugar 8 scruples. 

" Licorice 8 grains. 

" gum Tragacanth .....: 5 grains. 

Oil of Anise 1 drop. 

Syrup of Violets, sufficient. 

Divide into eight troches. Dose, one to two every morning. — 

Brown's Cholera Syrup. 

9 Tinct. Opium 1 drachm. 

Chloroform J " 

Tinct. Camphor ^ ounce. 

Tinct. Zanthoxylum 1 " 

Tinct. Cloves 2 ounces. 

Best French Brandy 4 " 

Syrup Simple 8 " 

As soon as bowel complaint makes its appearance, take a tea- 
spoonful of the syrup and go to bed; repeat the dose every time 
the bowels are moved, increasing it if the first proves inefficient. 
Children should be dosed in proportion to age. — Med, Brief, 

Sulphate of Cinchonldia. 

Dr. Keber has used this salt for eighteen months, to the amount 
of over one hundred and twenty five ounces, in over fifteen 
hundred cases of malarial and congestive cases, and is as well 
satisfied with its therapeutic effects as with those of quinia. — 
Medical Brief. 
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Death as Occasioned by Musical Excitement. 

A STOUT married oouotry woman, some 28 years old, went to a 
festival where, for the first time in her life, says the Repertoria 
del JPiemontej she heard a powerful orchestra. The festival lasted 
three days, and she danced with much satisfaction daring its whole 
continuance. When all was over she returned home, but the 
music, at least subjectively, returned with her. Do what she 
would, day and night and always), the music sounded ia. her ears. 
Nightly sweating and diarrhoea ensued. Medical interferences 
proved fruitless, and at the end of six weeks, during all which 
time the imaginary orchestra never ceased for one minute, quite 
exhausted, the poor creature at length expired. — Drug, Circular, 

Agreeable Mode of Taking Castor Oil. 

Castor oil may be agreeably taken by first rinsing the glass with 
moderately hot water, and then proceeding as follows: 

Take Hot water 2 drachms. 

Castor Oil 1 ounce. 

Peppermint Water 1 drachm. 

To be put in a tumbler in the order mentioned above. Hardly 
any taste of the oil remains in the mouth, and it is easily swallowed. 
The tumbler is also easily cleaned, as little or no oil adheres to it. 
— Medical Brief, 

A Lotion for Fcetid Feet and Arm-Pits. 

Bromo-Chloralum 1 part. 

Water 15 parts. 

Bathe three or four times a day. For these and other similar 
cases, this formula has proven very efiicacioue. In many instances 
it has been successful when all others have failed. 



Hydrophobia. 

Chinese physicians treat hydrophobia in an original manner. 
Two sandstone bottles half filled with wine or spirits are placed 
upon a fire until the liquid boils. The contents are then emptied, 
and the redrhot mouth of the bottle is applied to the bite and held 
there until it is filled with blood, when the same course is pursued 
with the other bottle. A decoction of rice, in which cantharides 
have been boiled for an hour and then removed, is also given the 
patient, who is required to keep perfectly quiet for eight or ten 
days. — Drug. Circular and Chem. Gazette, 
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Celseminum Sempervfrens in Faefaf Neuralgia. 

Dr. Spencer Thompson calls special attention {lAincet^ Dec, 

1875) to the value of tincture of gelseminum for the relief of neu- 
ralgic pain. According to his experience, the remedial power of 
gelseminum '' seems confined to those branches of the trifacial 
nerve supplying the upper and lower jaws — more particularly the 
latter, and more especially when in either jaw the pain is most di- 
rectly referred to the teeth or alveoli; indeed, he can scarcely recall 
an instance of the above in which relief was not speedily and thor- 
oughly given." Dr. Thompson now almost invariably prescribes 
for an adult twenty minims of the tincture as a first dose, to be 
repeated any time after an hour and a half, if relief is not given. 
He has rarely had to order a third dose in any of his 40 cases, and 
he has never found any inconvenience result from the dose. In one 
instance, a gentleman unadvisedly took thirty minims- of the tinct- 
ure at once, and immediately afterwards went out driving; he told 
Dr. T. that he experienced for an hour or two some uncertainty of 
vision when guiding his horse. A severe attack of neuralgia of the 
jaw was, however, cured by the one dose, and did not return. 
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£LIXIB lODO-BBOAlIDB OF CALCIUM COMP. 
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Letter from C. H. Tidd, M. D., Geneva, Franklin Co., Iowa, April 15, 1876. 
Scrof Ilia, Syphilis and Anchylosis of Ankle Joint. 

For two or three years past, we have seen occasional articles scattered 
through our Journals in regard to the uses of the above agent, but like many 
other valuable agents, it seems to have been overlooked by the majority of the 
profession, else they have not thought it worth while to record their cases. It 
is a fact well known by every member of the profession, that in the treatment 
of Adenosis, we possess no better agent or agents than the preparations of 
Iodine, Bromine and Calcium, and especially are these agents valuable in cases 
of Adenosis Scrophulosa, and the manufactures of the article in question 
(Messrs. Tilden & Co., of New Lebanon, N. Y.,) have, it seems to me, combined 
all of those agents in a skilful manner, so that in its administration we get the 
good effects of each remedy, and besides, the administration is facilitated by 
the admirable combination, which relieves it of the unpleasant taste which each 
possesses. I have used it in several cases of scrofula, and with marked success, 
two only of which I beg leave to report. 

Case 1. Maria L., set. 18, has suffered from early childhood from "Adenosis 
Scrophulosa" and for which she has been treated by several physicions, and has 
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besides taken many of the qucick nostrums which flood our country, but has 
not been relieved by any or all of them. I find upon examination that all — or 
a greater part of the glands of the neck are involved — ^and also that the mam- 
mary glands are hardened and indurated. I prescribed the ''Elixir lodo-Bro- 
mide of Calcium C^mp.," to be taken in drachm doses, four times daily, and 
directed that the Solution of the same agent should be applied externally, every 
5 or 4 hours — for the first three or four days I could not see any benefit arising 
from its use — but after that time, it was. apparent to all, that the glands were 
becoming reduced in size, and that the appetite of the patient was returning, 
and her general health improving. She was ordered to continue the medicine, in 
the same doses for two weeks, after which time she was directed to take half 
the quantity the same number of times daily as before. After taking it in this 
manner for about two weeks longer, and finding that the enlargement of the 
glands had entirely disappeared, she was permitted to omit two doses daily, 
and directed to take the remedy only morning and night, but was strictly en- 
joined to keep this up regularly for at least another month, at the end of which 
time she seemed to be entirely well, nor has she suffered a return of the difficulty 
to this date, now over a year. 

Case 2. Willlie L., aet. 4 years, has suffered from Scrofula, since he was 2 
years old, and at tha time I saw him, had several ulcers upon the body which 
were dicharging large quantities of pus, the patient was much emaciated, and 
very ansemic. I suspected a complication of syphilis, but could not obtain a 
history from the parents sufficient to establish the correctness of my suspicions. 
Having obtained such excellent results in the case above referred to, I immedi- 
ately placed the patient on 20 drop doses of the ''Elixir lodo-Bromide Calcium 
Comp., and directed that the ulcers be thoroughly cleansed each day with a 
weakened solution of the same diluted, which treatment wais continued until 
the ulcers were entirely healed — and the glandular enlargements had entirely 
disappeared, simultaneous with the healing of the ulcers — his general health be- 
gan to improve, and when I last saw him, he was apparently as healthy as most 
boys of his age. 

Case 3. Having read in " Journal of Materia Medica " of a case of partial 
Anchylosis of the Ancle Joint, which had been successfully treated with this 
agent, and having under treatment a case of partial anchylosis ot the Knee. 
Joint, complicated with abscess, which was discharging freely, although I 
could not find by expectoration, any evidences of necrosis, and which I had 
treated for some time with tonics, and disinfectants, but without producing any 
appreciable benefit, to the patient. I determined to try the Elixir lodo-Bro- 
mide of Calcium Comp. , accordingly I placed him on teaspoonf ul doses of the 
same, and directed him to syringe the abscess with the solution (diluted one 
third with water) from four to six times during the twenty-four hours,, after 
using these agents about ten days, he seemed to be so decidedly improved, that 
I was enabled to begin daily manipulations of the joint, with a view to break- 
ing up the adhesions, which did not seem to be very firm. This was continued 
until good motion was secured in the joint and the abscess was entirely cured. 
The whole treatment occupying but thirty-four days when he was discharged. 
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with the limb apparently as sound as the other, and now he is enabled to walk 
to my office when ever he desires, which is distant three miles from his home. 
It is an old saying that '' One swallow does not make a summer,^' neither 
does the success of a given remedy in one or two cases, establish its claim as a 
specific in any disease, but the success I met with in the treatment of the cases 
above mentioned, and with the agent mentioned, is sufficient to entitle it to a 
trial n similar cases, should they fall under any observation, and I apprehend 
that ot^iere would be greatly pleased with its action were they to give it a fair 
trial in similar cases. 
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BROMO-CH LORAL.UM. 

Letter from Edwaed N. Coon, M. D., De Ruyter, N. Y., Oct. 6th, 1875. 

Bromo-Chloralum I think is the best Disinfectant I have ever used; far 
superior to Carbolic Acid, or any of its kind. The Fluid Ext. Ergot is very 
reliable and is all it is represented to be. But of all the preparations I have 
tried I like the Ferrated Wine of Wild Cherry the best ; having used it in 
several cases of nervous debility with the best of results. It is so mild in its 
action that the most delicate constitution can use it without any incon- 
venience ; and so pleasant to take ; that even a child will take it without any 
trouble. I therefore have no hesitancy in recommending your entire prepara- 
tions to the med cal profession. 
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Fluid Extract Ergrot, Formula of 1874. 

Letter from A. C. Matchettb, M. D., Bourbon, Ind., dtober, 19th, 1875. 

For the past few months, I have been using your '*Fluid Extract Ergot, 
Formula of 1874" very extensively in my practice, and am fully persuaded 
it is the most reliable preparation of Ergot *in the market, for all the vari- 
ous purposes the drug is recommended to accomplish. 

Having within the past week, had several almost hopeless cases of 
'''•flooding^'''* both in par^wrien< and other cases, and being out of your 
preparations for the moment, administered other preparations until I could 
send to the office to secure a supply of the Fl. Ergot of 1874, my patient 
was nearly dead when I commenced to administer your Ergot, and within 
a very few moments from giving the first dose, the hemorrhage promptly 
arrested. This result was produced after all the usual course of treatment, 
for such cases had failed to make any impression on the case, and the pa- 
tient was rapidly but surely sinking, and all the worse symptoms present 
in the case. 

As long as your * 'Ergot of '74" is manufactured at its present standard 
of strength and purity, I can recommend and use no other. 
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DiaEST OF MEDICAL REPORTS. 



BY JOSEPH BATES, M. D, 



A Case op Gestation Exteiiding Thbee. Huxdbed and Six 
Days. — Reported by Thomas Thatcher Graves, M. D., Harv. of 
Lynn, Mass. Miss E., seventeen years old, was married to Mr. H., 
the mate of a vessel, Jane 16, 1874; she lived with her husband 
until he sailed, April 8, 1875. Three days before he left home his 
wife ceased menstruating, and had intercourse each of the two 
nights following. About two or three weeks subsequent, Dr. G., 
was called, as she ielt indisposed, and complained of nausea. Judg- 
ing her to be pregnant, he gave oxalate of cerium, and as he learned 
afterwards, with good effect. He heard nothing from her again for 
about nine months, when her sister called, and said Mrs. H., was 
having some pain and wanted him to be in readiness to attend her 
that night, if necessary. Three weeks after this he visited her; she 
said that at the expiration of the nine months she had slight pains, 
and expected to be confined, but went to sleep, and nothing more 
occurred. At the time of this visit, it was just three hundred days 
since her husband sailed. He made a careful examination, and es- 

11 
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tablished the fact that the woman was pregnant. The abdomen 
was very large, but there was no inconvenience therefrom, and she 
seemed in perfect health. He advised waiting patiently, and visi- 
ted her daily. In the night of the three hundred and sixth day of 
pregnancy, she sent for the Dr., and after four hours of pretty se- 
vere labop gave birth to a healthy male child weighing ten and a 
half pounds. The child was very fat, with long finger-nails, and 
plenty of hair; it was very vigorous from its birth. 

Dr. G., closes his interesting paper as follows: — "This case seems 
to me valuable, because the length of the pregnancy is so well au- 
thenticated by the date of the patient's last catamenial period, and 
of her last sexual intercourse with her husband, as well as by the 
fact that she was treated for nausea, and was supposed to be preg- 
nant, within two or three weeks after he left. It is interesting to 
remark that at the expiration of nine months there were some pre- 
monitory symptoms of labor. 

Under the Code Napoleon, three hundred days are all that is al- 
lowed by French law as the extreme length of gestation, and if this 
lady had been so unfortunate as to be amenable to that law, a di- 
vorce might be procured, which weuld most certainly be unjust; 
and if unjust in this case, why not in others of a similar character 
should they occur"? — The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal^ 
March 30, 1876. 

Milk Diet in the Albuminuria of Pregnant Women. — Dr. 
Tarnier gives the account of two cases in which pregnant women 
suffering from albuminuria were treated with milk diet, and with 
the most favorable results. In both cases no other treatment was 
used. The first day, two portions of food were allowed, with about 
a quart of milk; the second day, only one portion of food and a 
little over two quarts of milk; the following days four and a half 
quarts of milk were allowed or even more when the patients de- 
sired it, but no other food was given. 

Within two weeks after this treatment was begun, a decided im- 
provement in all the symptoms was noticed. The albuminuria had 
decidedly decreased, As had also the oedema of the lower extremi- 
ties. This improvement continued until the urine no longer showed 
any traces of albumen. 

In both cases the pregnancy terminated in the birth of healthy 
living children, the labor and convalescence of the mothers being 
perfectly normal. — The Boston Med. and Siirg, Jour,^ Feb. 17. '76. 
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In the Gazetta Medica JBahia it is said that a few drops of a 
solution of equal parts of Gum Camphor and Ether, applied from 
time to time to an erysipelatous surface in the majprity of cases, 
effect a cure. — The St, Louis Eclectic Med, Jour,^ May, 1875. 

Varicose Veins. — In the Proceedings of the State Med. Society 
of California, Dr. Toland, stated his experience in treating varicose 
veins, declaring it to be his belief that in every case cures can be 
effected by the use of perchloride of iron, two ounces to six of wa- 
ter, applied by means of pledgets of. lint placed lengthwise along 
the veins and secured by a roller. The blood gradually coagulates 
within the vein. In one week the vein gets firmer, in two weeks it 
gets hard, and the cure goes on steadily. He wanted the fact gen- 
erally known, as the remedy was easy and the cure sure. — Pacific 
Med, and Surg. Journal^ May, 1876. 

Chronic Cystitis. — Sulphite of soda is valuable in those cases 
of chronic cystitis, where the urine decomposed before it is elimin- 
ated. By its employment, all the putridity disappears, and the 
urine becomes clear and colorless. — St, Louis Eclectic Med, Jour,y 
Sept. 1875; also, Macon^ Ga, 

Hemorrhoids. — Injections of strong decoction of ergot is re- 
commended for this malady. Its well known influence over ven- 
ous circulation, as also its contractile powers on fibrous tissues, 
seem to commend it highly. — St, Louis Eclectic Medical Journal^ 
Sept., 1876. 

Ipecacuanha. — M. C, A. Poliohronic arrives at the following 
conclusions relative to this drug: 

1. Emitine is the true active principle of ipecacuanha. 

2. In dysentery, as in diarrhoea, ipecacuanha, administered as an 
enema, produces the same effect as when given by the* month. 

3. Ipecacuanha, as an enema, is one of the best treatments which 
can be employed in infantile cholera. 

4. In the diarrhoea and sweating of phthisis, enemata of ipecac- 
uanha give the best results. — American Med, Weekly^ Sept. 25, '75. 

• Hemorrhoids. — Dr. G. W. Semple reports in the Virginia Med- 
ical Monthly ^\q Qb,%e^ oi piles, two of which were accompanied 
by prolapsus of the rectum, which he treated successfully by in- 
jecting into the rectum, after every fecal discharge, half a drachm 
fl. ext. ergot, with half an ounce of water. One had a greatly en- 
larged spleen which was reduced to its normal size by the treat- 
ment. A third was that of a pregnant woman who suffered no 
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inconvenience from the treatment. — St. Louis Medical and Surgi- 
calJburnaly April, 1875, 

Constipation Excessive and Habitual. — Dr. Thomas D. Strong 
{American Jour, of Med, Science, Oct. 1874,) details the case of a 
man 26 years old, who has always been constipated. He has for a 
long time been under careful observation. The longest interval 
between his faecal discharges was eight months and sixteen days. 
The process of defecation lasts from, two to four dags. The dejec- 
tions look like brown paper chewed. The weight of the fcecal mat- 
ter at one evacuation was forty pounds. He is a farm laborer, and 
does considerable work. The editor collects cases in which consti- 
pation continued respectively seventy-six days, fifteen weeks, eight 
mo7iths, and nine months, — Detroit Review of Medicine and Phar- 
macy ^ Dec. 1874. 

Efficacy of Blood-Lbtting in the Obstinate Vomiting of 
Prenancy; by Dr. Dax. After having reported the treatment of 
some five or six cases together with the accompanying symptoms* 
the paper closes as follows: "In conclusion, the author remarks 
that, although he believes he has conclusively proved the efficacy 
of bleeding, still he advises the trial of the ordinary remedies — 
ice, opium, effervescing drinks, baths, change of air, exercise or 
rest, choice of diet, and all the other known hygienic and thera- 
peutic agents; these in many cases suffice, but in extreme instances 
no remedy is so powerful as bleeding. — The American Journal of 
the Medical Sciences, July, 1876; also London Medical Record, 
March 24, 1875. 

Ascites; Paracentesis; Recovery. — Dr. W. Allen Jamieson, 
records (JEd, Med, Joum., April, 1875) a case of ascites in which 
paracentesis was performed 133 times, between April, 1870, and 
September, 1874. Since the last period there has been no accumu- 
lation of fluid, and the general health of the patient has been ex- 
cellent. — American Journal of the Medical Sciences, July, 1876, 

Treatment of Acute Rheumatism by Means of Packing 
WITH Carbolic Acid. — Several cases of acute rheumatism have 
been satisfactorily treated in St. Francis's Hospital with blankets 
wrung out of a very dilute solution of Carbolic acid. The method 
consists in adding an ounce of carbolic acid to a pailful of warm 
water, and saturating blankets with the solution before applying 
them. Marked relief follows the application. — The Doctor, March 
1, 1876. 
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Treatment of Constipation and Diarrhgea. — The New York 
Med. Jour., quotes the Gaz. Med. di Roma: "Take a tumbler and 
fill it half full of water at the temperature of the room, poiir in a 
few drops of tincture of camphor, just enough to give the water a 
slight sapidity, then fill the glass with water. Inject this slowly 
into the rectum till about sixty or eighty grammes have been in- 
troduced. At first, no effect is perceived, but in about ten minutes 
the desire to defecate becomes irresistible. The effect becomes en- 
ergetic in proportion to the quantity of tincture of camphor added. 
After the defecation it is well to repeat the injection of a small 
quantity of the same mixture and retain it in the rectum, which 
can readily be done; so as to prevent constipation on the following 
day. Although at first sight it may be rather improbable, the same 
remedy is also useful in checking diarrhoea, even though it may 
have been persistent. The injection should be extremely slow; af- 
ter the dejection it should be repeated two or three times. The 
quantity of tincture should also be increased. — Med, and Surg, Re- 
porter, March 18, 1876. 

New Remedy for Burns. — Salicylic acid — The method of us- 
ing it is to form an emulsion with olive oil. This mixture is paint- 
ed over the ulcerated surface once or twice a day. It gives rise to 
a slight smarting sensation when first applied, but that soon passes 
off. — American Journal of Dental Science, Feb., 1876 

Psoriasis — Tar Internally. — By Dr. T. M. C. Anderson. 
Dr. A., states that he has come to resrard tar in the light of one 
of the most valuable remedies we possess m the treatment of 
psoriasis. And it is not merely in mild cases that it does good, 
for in his hands it has frequently yielded the most satisfactory re- 
sults in very obstinate cases after long courses of arsenic and 
many other orthodox remedies had been tried in vain. Dr. A., 
generally begins with two minims three times a day in a teaspoon - 
ful of treacle, and gradually increases the dose, if necessary, to 
half a teaspoonf ul, or even more. The small dose is advisable at 
first, as in some persons the medicine cannot be tolerated, and pro- 
duces derangement of the digestive organs, fever, and a bright 
red rash upon the skin. He testifies also to the virtues of this 
remedy in catarrh of the bronchial tubes, as pointed out by Dr. 
Ringer, and in chronic affections of the mucous membranes gener- 
ally: he concludes with the remark "that it is very singular how 
such a valuable remedy, which seems in earlier days to have been 
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highly esteemed, should, as an internal medicine, have fallen into 
disrepute in our time. — Brit, Med. Jour. Apr, 24, 1875; Also, I'he 
Am. Med. Jour. March, 1876. 

CoPAviA IN Croup. — In the Transactions of the Med. Society 
of the District of Columbia, Vol. 1, No. 1, after relating a case. 
Dr. Lincoln wished to draw attention to a very important remedy 
in the treatment of croup — copavia which he considered of the 
greatest use in this and similar cases. He thought it prevented 
the re-formation of false membrane. Dr. L., states that he has 
seen the efficacy of copavia in many cases; in one, a case of very 
severe membranous croup, a full dose of one drachm would again 
and again relieve the urgency of the symptoms, and the child re- 
covered. He would have performed tracheotomy in the case but 
for an existing vitated condition of the system. Dr. Lincoln had 
never seen copaiva fail in the first stage of the disease, and had 
derived great benefit from it in every period of the complaint. 
He said the remedy was of great use, even in whe pseudo-mem- 
branous forms of croup. Dr. Miller, has used this agent extensively 
in croup for thirty years. He was in. the habit of placing a 
phial of balsam copaiva in posession of all his patients subject 
to croup, directing them to take doses of twenty drops before 
sending for medical aid. The result was, that whilst he used to 
be frequently called out at night to attend croup cases, he was now 
but seldom annoyed at nights by similar calls. So great was the 
faith of his patients in this remedy that he had often been applied 
for his so-called " croup medicine." It was especially valuable in 
the early stage. — Practitioner ^ also Am. Med. Jour. March, 1876. 

Quinine in Epistaxis. — A writer in the Lancety says quinine is 
the remedy in epistaxis. He states that he has tried it more than 
twenty times, and often in aged people, and has never found it to 
i^\\.—Med. Brief, March, 1876, 

Chloroform in Dyspepsia. — In that form of dyspepsia attended 
with,»rapid fermentation of food and evolution of gas soon after 
a meal, the author of this paper says, he finds no remedy to give 
so prompt and satisfactory relief as chloroform, in idoses of fif- 
teen to twenty drops in one or two drachms of simple syrup. The 
gases are expelled from the stomach in a few minutes after swal- 
lowing the dose, fermentation is arrested promptly, and very seldom 
is any unpleasant effect experienced from, the chloroform. Some 
patients speak of a slight intoxicating effect, that passes off in 
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fifteen to twenty minutes. He has never seen it produce drowsi- 
ness in these doses, though, if repeated two or three times within 
an hour, it has a soporific effect upon subjects of mania-a potu. — 
The Medical Brief, March, 1876. 

Gelskminum in Cough. — Gelseminum as a remedy for cough is 
advocated by Dr. J. R. Thompson in the British Med. Journ. He 
administered it recently to a large number of patients suffering from 
pulmonary diseases (as for example, chronic phthisis) as a cough 
sedative. The tincture is given in five minim doses. When much 
bronchial irritation existed, he combined it with bromide of am- 
monia, tincture of squill, and syrup of codeia. He claims that 
his results show that gelseminum has a marked power in subduing 
cough, that it acts probably as a nervous sedative, that it is use- 
ful when other sedatives have failed, that it seldom produces any 
unpleasant general effect, and that the kinds of cough in which it 
may be administered with advantage are very varied. — Atlanta 
Med, and Surg. Jour. March 1876; also Medical Brief. 

Damiana. — Wm. B. Hazard, M. D., (Bellvue), in an interesting 
paper upon the treatment of the curable forms of impotency 
clearly shows that damiana posesses properties far superior to any 
other known remedy. He reports several cases in which this agent 
has been administered with the most favorable results. — St Louis 
Clinical Record, March, 1876. 

Pruritus. — The author of this short notice states that recently 
he had a most obstinate and severe case of pruritus of the vulva, 
clitoris, and mons veneris of a fat woman more than sixty years 
old. So severe was it, that she would cry from the distress. It 
so overcame her, every way, that she was nearly helpless. After 
trying a great number of remedies, both internally and externally, 
for several mouths, with very little relief, at length, with only 
the external application of the essence of peppermint t6 the itch- 
ing parts, she was almost instantly relieved, with an occasional use 
of the same. — Med. and Surg. Reporter, March 1876. 

Value of Cupping in the Treatment of Pneumonitis. — The 
author of this paper (A. D. Binkered, M. D.) regards cupping 
cut or dry, as may be indicated, one of the most eflicient and 
powerful agents for good that we have at our command. It is 
equally applicable during the earlier or the later stages of the di- 
sease. Nothing in our hands has so promptly relieved that cut- 
ting, distressing pain at each rapidly-recurring inspiration, during 
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the active inflammatory stage, as half a dozen or a dozen cut cups, 
equally distributed over the seat of the pain. The relief is al- 
most instantaneous. If the attack be a severe one, the pain will 
return, perhaps within a few hours or half a day, with all its se- 
verity, but will disappear again soon after the cups are thoroughly 
applied as before. Dr. B., employs local depletion only during 
the earlier stages of the disease. He has found dry cupping, ^o 
thorough as to produce vesicles and even echymosis, to relieve 
pain almost as promptly as cut cups in €he earlier stages. Cup- 
ping relieves pain lessens dyspnoea, and in some way. Dr. B., be- 
lieves, promotes absorption. It acts promptly, almost immediately. 
Other agents are employed to meet the indications in other direc- 
tions. — Med, and Surg, Reporter^ March, 25, 1876. 

Prophylactic in Cholera Infantum. — The author of this 
paper, very justly states, that the various kinds of treatment 
adopted by physicians have not proved very successful in this 
malady; hence a prophylactic against it is of great value. As it 
originates in the nourishment of the infant. Jacusiel (Berlin 
Klin. Wochenschrift, 1875,) has been led to add two tablespoon- 
fuls of one-third per cent, solution of salicylic acid in water to 
the daily allowance of milk, with the effect of rendering the germ 
of the disease powerless. The children fed in this manner have 
not had gastro-intestinal catarrh, or suffered any inconvenience 
from, this rather free use of salicylic acid. The remedy is harm- 
less and also inexpensive. — Am, Med. Jour,, St. Louis, March, 1876. 
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A NEW METHOD OF PREVENTING THE SECRE- 
TION OF MILK IN THE FEMALE BREAST. 

Dr. John Wm. Lane, L.R.C.S., writes to the Medical Press and 
Circular: — 

I have for more than ten years employed the following method 
to prevent the secretion of milk in the breasts of women who may 
have had -still-bom children, or who, after having nursed their 
child for a few months, found it necessary to wean it. It is per- 
fectly clean and painless, as far as my experience goes, and as such 
I beg to recommend it to the notice of my medical brethen. 

We will take, for instance, the case where the infant has been 
bom at the full period, but is dead, or dies within a few hours 
after its birth. The milk makes its appearance in the breast gen- 
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erally about the second day, sometimes longer, and sometimes it is 
ready when the child is born, and in the case of still-born child- 
ren my experience leads me to think that in such cases it makes 
its appearance earlier than when the child is born alive. My plan 
consists in taking a piece of emplastrum adhsBsivum of about ten 
inches square, round the comers, cut a hole in the centre for the 
nipple, then from, the centre of each comer make a straight cut 
toward and within two inches of the centre hole; having now got 
it ready, let the patient lie on her back^ her body being perfectly 
horizontal; warm the plaster and place it over the breast, then 
strap one of the lower corners down first, draw the opposite one 
tightly upward and fix it in its place, then the other lower corner 
and lastly the opposite upper one, having drawn it sufiiciently 
tight first; now take a piece of plaster two inches wide' and about 
sixteen or eighteen inches long, and put it on from below and out- 
side the breast, across, close by inside of nipple, and fasten the 
end over the clavicle; another piece may also be put on in an op- 
posite direction, it being drawn over the shoulder. Of course, in 
cutting the plaster and strips, the size of the breasts must be taken 
into consideration, there being so much difference in the size of 
female breasts. 

The above plan I always follow when one of my patients wishes 
to dry the milk, as they usually call it, or where they are com- 
pelled to do so either from the death of the child or any other 
cause. I also am certain that strapping will prevent mammary 
abscess if resorted to in the earlier stage; I at least have found it 
to do so in many cases. — Canada Med, Record. 
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LEPTANDRA AS A PURGATIVE. 

Dr. Woollen writes to the Louisville Med. News: "Daring the 
past few years I have been prescribing the fluid extract of Leptan- 
dra, with results so gratifying that I desire to call attention to the 
virtues of the above-named drug. Whether or not it has any spe- 
cific action upon the liver I cannot say, but I am certain that it is 
one of the most efficient and safe purgatives that we have, and can 
be used without fear of debilitating the patient; in this respect 
widely differing from podophyllin, a remedy so often prescribed in 
hepatic disorders. 

" In that class of cases usually called bilious, whatever that may 
mean, where there is loss of appetite, with a heavily-coated tongue 
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and constipation of the bowels, I know of no single remedy so uni- 
versally applicable and useful as the leptandra. It is often well to 
combine it with the fluid extracts of senna and rhubarb; but whe- 
ther so combined or given alone, it 'is certain in its results, and 
produces purgation without pain, griping or debility. In those 
cases of obstinate constipation occurring in young infants, where 
it is necessary to resort to a purgative, it will be found that a few 
drops of the leptandra added to the syrups of senna and rhubarb 
will produce the best results. 

"It must be borne in mind, however, that the proper dose will 
vary with the individual. Owing to idiosyncrasy or other cause 
some patients will need but ten minims at a dose, while others will 
require as much as a drachm to produce any decided effect. The 
disagreeable taste of the drug is the only bar to its use, and this 
may ba overcome to some extent by combining it with some syrup 
that is agreeable to the taste of the patient." — Med. Brief, 



DISEASE G-EBMS. 
Mothers know too well what is <nent by the word " thrush," 
or " sprew," that mouth malady too common with little children. 
To the profession it is known as an aphthous ulceration of the 
tongue, aphtha being the name of the disease, and signifying a 
burning. The tongue "is swollen, tender, and furred." There 
are excoriated spots, sometimes true ulcers, varying in size, per- 
haps, from that of a pin's head to that of a half pea, and these 
are severally capped with a white curd- like mass. However dimin- 
utive these pustules may be, they are in truth hammocks of tiny 
plants, for each one contains many thousands of parasitic fungi, 
often called torula. Thes6 fungi attach themselves to the mucous 
membrane, and burrow among the epithelial cells. They are 
" composed of threads matted together like felt," whose basal 
ends intertwine among the epithelia, like hair in the prepared mor- 
lar of the plasterer. At a recent meeting of the Academy of 
Natural Sciences, Professor Leidy exhibited a mouse with little 
curdy patches on its ears, face and nose. Mr. Indifference would 
have passed the matter by as a stupid trifle; and a spurt of in- 
sapience escaped one of the wise men, who wished to know "what the 
muss was." However, little Mils tnusculus was regarded as an 
abnormal case, and a proper subject of scientific inquiry. The 
query was now, " What ailed the little fellow, and where had he 



Photographs in Histology y Normal and Pathological. 155 

been?" At this juncture the microscope spoke out in meeting, 
declaring with authority that the white spots were colonies of a 
parasitic fungus; and, strange to tell, they were as much like the 
thrush fungus as one pea is like its fellow in the same pod. The 
truth told, Mousie was captured in the children's department of 
Blockley Hospital, where he had picked up the crumbs that had 
fallen from the mouth of a child patient. The diagnosis now 
seemed natural and direct. Mousie had been and got it — namely, 
the thrush — and, strange to say, he had got it bad, for it was on 
his ears and nose and face. Soon, in all probability, it would 
have entered the mouth, even if it had not already. A minute 
portion of one of these white spots was subjected by skilled hands 
to a lens of very high power, and lo! there were the morbid 
parasites, theis sporular bodies, some single, some doable, and 
others " in chains of a dozen or more." The fungus was pro- 
nounced to be a torula or oidiuniy like that found in the disease 
known as thrush or aphtha. A drawing of it would simply be 
like a number of elongated beads strung together. But how di- 
minutive these beads or cells were! A single one was the 1-650 
of a line in length, that is, it would take 7,800 of them in line to 
make an inch. — 77ie Sanitarian, 
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MICRO-PHOTOO-RAPHS IN HISTOLOO-Y, NORMAL 

AND PATHOLOGICAL. 

BY CARL SEILER, M. D., IN CONJUNCTION WITH J. «;IBH0NS, M. D., 

AND JOSEPH G. RICHARDSON, M. D. 

This publication is intended to replace the microscope, as far as 
is possible, for those physicians who have neither opportunity nor 
leisure to make observations with the instrument for themselves; 
and also to furnish microscopists, for comparison, correct repre- 
sentations of typical specimens in the domain of normal and 
pathological histology. 

As the pictures are obtained directly from the microscopic ob- 
jects by means of photography, and printed from the negative by 
a reliable mechanical process, they have the great advantage of 
being faithful copies of the pictures formed by the lens, and there 
is nothing produced that is not actually visible in the instrument, 
thus avoiding the diagramatic character and the subjective color- 
ing which is so frequently found in drawings made by means of 
the camera lucida. In fact, the illustrations used in the lecture- 
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room, and found in books, are idealized so much as rarely to give 
an exact impression of the specimen as it really exists. 

The student accustomed to such diagrams is, therefore, often 
very much disappointed when, in looking at the specyaen itself, 
he sees at first noticing but a mass of fibres and granular material, 
in which only after careful study he discoveres the outlines of cells 
that he expected to see at once sharply defined. In the plates of 
this work, and especially in those of pathological specimens, the 
same holds good; and the student who is not a practiced mioro- 
scopist must study them carefully — as the investigator studies the 
preparation itself — before they can be thoroughly understood and 
judgment passed up«n them. 

It is purposed to give in each monthly issue pictures of at least 
one pathological and three normal specimens, to illustrate the dif- 
ferences between healthy and diseased structures. In this way is 
offered a clear insight into the nature of the pathological formations, 
as revealed by the microscope. 

As some of the tissues of the human body cannot be obtained 
fresh enough for microscopic purposes, specimens from the lower 
animals will be substituted when necessary, as is so frequently 
done in histological studies. We will, however, exercise due care 
to use only the best and most typical examples. 

We shall also use that magnifying power which possesses the 
greatest advantages, even if some minor details are sacrificed. 
The object is not to magnify as highly as possible, but to produce 
a picture that will give the clearest attainable idea of the nature 
of the specimen. Of course the lower the power, so that it brings 
out all desired features, the more distinct the picture. 

Since this is the first time that a systematic publication of micro- 
photogiaphs has been undertaken, and I have the valuable aid of 
my associates, I teel at liberty to express confidence that the work 
cannot fail to be useful not only to the general practitioner, but 
also to the scientific world at large. {See Advertisement,) 
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QUININE. 

Dr. Drake in the Medical and Surgical Reporter says : 

At least three different physiological effects can be obtained from 

this drug. In doses up to two grains it is a tonic; from this to five 

grains it is a stimulant, and from this to ten grains or more it is a 

diaphoretic relaxant and calmative — a febrifuge. The amount of 



twenty -four grains distributed over twenty-four hours may have 
some antiperiodic effect in a mild type of ague, but will prove very 
disagreeable to the patient, on account of cin^honism. If he has 
any headache it will aggravate this symptom. If this amount be 
divided into three doses and taken within four hours, at any time 
after a pyrexia has reached its hight^ say after 4 p. m., the tonic 
effect will be apparient in the relaxation and diphoresis; the patient 
will be drunk. A half pint of whisky can be taken in small doses 
during a day, without mducing intoxication ; yet, if it is all taken 
in the course of two or three hours, an individual will be apt to 
exhibit strong evidence of being in this state. So with chloroform 
and ether. I once treated a pregnant woman who was within a 
month of term, and suffering from remittent fever, by timidly giv- 
ing less than five grain doses every three hours; by the time the 
third dose was taken uterine pains set in, which soon became ex- 
pulsive, and forced the child out with a good deal of laceration of 
the OS, although the membranes were not ruptured until the last 
moment. The contractions were as severe as any I ever saw from 
ergot, leaving no doubt as to the part the quinine was playing, ex- 
cept as to the provocation. I couldn't say that it started the pains, 
yet I am sure it intensified them in the most fearful manner. In 
using quinine subsequently, with pregnant women, I never gave 
less than twenty or thirty grains in the space of four or five hours, 
and never had any unpleasant effects. In malarial regions it is ra- 
ther common for woman to tiave pains for months before term^ 
which I have found to yield to large doses of quinine, on the theory 
that there is a congestion of the womb, and that this agent reduces 
congestion, especially in the soft and spongy tissues in any part of 
the body, and in any disease, and does not act antidotally in the 
usual sense. I make it a rule never to give quinine in the forenoon, 
always giving it at night, to the amount of not less than twenty- 
five grains, conjoined with an opiate, and am nearly certain of get- 
ting a good diaphoretic effect, which will be apt to extend through 
the succeeding day. In all the pyrexise of this region I prescribe 
it the first visit, and frequently have the satisfaction of aborting a 
case of pneumonia, or making its subsequent course manageable. 
In the pneumonia of the middle-aged, who are so liable to over- 
whelming congestions of the lungs, it is the sheet anchor, given in 
large doses at the outset. 
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CERTAIN PECULIARITIES IN A CASE OF PNEU- 
MONIA. 
Cue or two poiats of interest were noticed in connection with a 
case of this disease occurring in a young man, aet. 25. He had 
been "on a spree," got wet, went to bed with his wet clothes on, 
and awoke with a chili. The severity of the pleuritic pain was a 
marked feature of the case, but a peculiarity was noted iti the fact 
that it did not come on until some six or eight hours after the chill. 
Upon the day of admission his temperature was 105|° F., and he re- 
ceive thirty grains of the sulphate of quinine. The next morning 
his temperature was 104° F., and twenty grains were administered. 
The following morning the thermomter stood at 10 1^° F., and only 
iive grains were given, and the morning after the tempejature was 
normal. Good diet and a moderate amount of stimulants had also 
entered into the general treatment. There was one item of local 
treatment which may be worthy of note. The pleuritic pain had 
been unusually severe and unusually prolonged, and the character- 
istic expectoration had also been continued for some time after the 
second stage was well developed. For the relief of the intense 
pleuritic pain, compresses wrung out of cold water had been em- 
ployed for three hours faithfully, but they afforded no relief what- 
ever. This was not, perhaps, a fair test of their efficacy in reliev- 
ing the pleuritic pain of the early stage of the disease, for the case 
had been one of some days' standing when the measure was em- 
ployed. A hypodermic injection of morphine was administered. 
In addition, the chest was to be firmly strapped with strips of ad- 
hesive plaster over the region where the pain was located, and this 
was done to prevent, as much as possible, the inflamed surfaces of 
the pleura from rubbing against each other. The strapping gave 
great relief. 

There is a point in physical diagnosis which the case illustrated, 
namely, the possibility of determining from the percussion note ob- 
tained over the anterior portion of the cheat which lung is affected 
posteriorly by the consolidation. The vesiculo-tympanitic percus- 
sion note is to be expected over the portion of lung unaffected by 
the inflammation, and in this case it was very well marked over 
the right lung anteriorly. Over the lower lobe of the right lung 
posteriorly^ bronchophony, bronchial breathing, and dullness upon 
percussion were well marked. — Medical Record. 
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OP 

Therapeutics and Materia Medica. 

The Physiological Action of Apomorphia. 

In a paper on this subject, read at a late meeting of the Paris 
Academie des Sciences, of a long series of experiments relative to 
the physiological effects of the chloralh} drate of apomorphia. The 
preparation used by him in his experiments was obtained from the 
chemist Duvernoy, of Stuttgart, and wan administered in the form 
of the subcutaneous injection. Though this solution in water 
changed color, its properties were unaltered, and remained in a 
perfect condition for some weeks. This preparation brought on 
vomiting when administered in the following doses: In a dog 
the vomiting came on five to six minutes after the injection of two 
milligrammes of the apomorphia, and was preceded by a very 
short period of nausea. The animal showed no symptoms of dis- 
turbance. The dose necessary to produce vomiting in cats was 
much larger, and appeared to vary in the case of different ani- 
mals. Thus, in one cat vomiting was brought on after the injec- 
tion of two milligrammes (.03 of a grain), while another required 
a dose of thirty-three milligrammes (half a grain) to produce the 
same result. Pigeons required a minimum dose of four milli- 
grammes (.06 of a grain) before they were sick. Experiments 
made on three or four occasions, on subjects in Dr. Revillod's 
wards, produced vomiting with a dose of from three jbo four milli- 
grammes. The vomiting came on in six minutes after the injection, 
and was only preceded by a slight feeling of uneasiness and gid- 
diness immediately before vomiting. The sickness itself came on 
suddenly, and recurred three or four times, the patients soon re- 
covering from its effects. Chloralhydrate of apomorphia produces 
in certain animals, such as cats, pigeons, rabbits, rats, and guinea- 
pigs, a special excitement which, M. David thinks, may be attri- 
buted to a specific action of the apomorphia on the nervous centres 
of the animal. — Med, Record, 



Hip Disease— Its Treatment. 

Mr. Annandale [Edinburgh Med, Jour,^ 2>ec., 1875) gives the fol- 
lowing summary of the views on this subject: 

1. When suppuration and disorganization of the textures of 
the hip joint continue unrelieved by ordinary treatment, excision 
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of the head of the femur is a proper and justifiable proceeding, if 
the patient's health is in a fair condition. 

2. The operation is more successful in children than in adults. 

3. In successful cases of the operation, the results, as regards 
the usefulness of the limb and joint, are superior to those which 
follow a natural cure. 

4. Superficial or limited acetabular disease does not interfere 
with the performance and good result of excision of the head of 
the femur. 

5. Even when the acetabulum is much involved, or pelvic sup- 
puration exists, it is important to afford a free escape to the pus by 
the removal of the head, neck and great trochanter of the femur. 

6. When the acetabulum is extensively diseased, it, together 
with the head and neck of the femur, should be removed, if the 
patient's condition admits of the operation. 

7. It has not, yet been accurately decided what is the earliest 
stage of the disease in which the operation is justifiable, although 
most agree that hitherto the operation has on the whole been de- 
layed too long. — Detroit Review of Medicine, 

Adulterated Quinine. 

Messrs. Howard & Son, 6i London, report a letter received by 
them from a foreign merchant, who, though he had a high opinion 
of their quinine, found it too good for his market. He promised 
them large orders if they would put up, expressly for him, half- 
ounce vials, containing 65 per cent, of quinine, and 35 per cent, of 
magnesia, so that he might compete with a French product, con- 
taining, he said, 40 per cent, of magnesia. We hardly suppose 
thai; Messrs. Howard had to wrestle long with the temptation, and 
it was unnecessary for them to remark that they sent their cor- 
respondent " a suitable reply." — New Remedies. 

Bromide of Lithium. 

Dr. Levy (Bull, Gen, de Therap, — Journal Nerv, and Merit. 
Diseases^ January, 1876) gives the results of some studies on this 
salt: 

(1) It has no action upon the muscular aystem, while the bro- 
mide of potassium has a distinct influence upon it. (2) Bromide 
of lithium acts in general, more energetically and more rapidly on 
the cord and sensory nerves than the bromide of potassium. (8) 
The loss of sensibility, commencing in the nerves, may propagate 
itself in a longer or shorter time to the cord or even the brain. 
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In gout, bromide of lithiam has a slight action, bat it does not 
act by diminution of the quantity of uric acid. Bromide of lithium 
has a marked sedative action on the cerebro-spinal axis. It modi- 
fies favorably various neuroses, especially epilepsy. In this respect 
it is more active than bromide of potassium. Moreover, it does 
not affect the heart as does bromide of potassium. In gout the 
dose of bromide of lithium is seven grains. In nervous disorders, 
as hysteria, insomnia, etc., the dose may be three grains. In epi- 
lepsy the dose may be increased to half a drachm. — Detroit He- 
view of Medicine, 

Stoughton Bitters. 

Gentian root, bruised, 4 ounces; orange-peel, bruised, 5 ounces; 
ginger, bruised, and cassia bark, of each, jounce; cardamom seeds, 
bruised, i ounce; diluted alcohol, 1 gallon; syrtip, 2 pints; water, 
6 pints; cudbear, or tincture of the same, sufficient. Digest the 
drugs with the diluted alcohol for a week, then decant the clear 
liquor, press the residue, and pour on the six pints of water; again 
macerate for three days, press out the liquid, mix the two tinctures, 
color to taste, add the svrup, and filter. — Virginia Med. Monthly. 



Grindelia Robusta— Its Medical Value. 

Dr. H. M. Fiak, {Pacific Medical Journal^ August, 1875) says 
that in all cases of iritis he has obtained the happiest results from 
the use of Grindelia Robusta. It matters not what the cause of 
the iritis may be — whether gout, rheumatism, scrofula or violence. 
He gives internally a teaspoonful of the fluid extract every four 
hours, and externally to the diseased eye a solution of one part to 
four of water. In asthma he has found its administration of con- 
siderable benefit. It controls the distressing nausea and retching 
attendant upon all stages of cancer of the stomach better than 
any other remedy he was able to find. 

Electrical Treatment— Facts Showlnfl; that Its Sedative and 
Tonic EfTdcts are Independent of any Mental Influence. 
Dr. G. M. Beard {Archives Electrology and Neurology^ Ma/, 

1875) adduces the following facts as proof of the above statement: 

1. Persons who have no faith in electricity, who, indeed, at 
first doubt its value, are yet benefited by it. 

2. Persons of cool imaginative temperaments, who receive the 
treatment passively and indifferently, yet are improved thereby, 

12 
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though less rapidly than those who have opposite temperaments 

and strong faith in the remedy, 

3. Young children, even infants, are very decidedly benefited 

by general and central electrization. The sedative and tonic effects 
of these methods of treatment are sometimes appreciated by nurs- 
ing infants more rapidly than by adults. 

4. Animals improve in nutrition under general electrical treat- 
ment — galvanic and faradic. 

There is no doubt that he who uses the agent heartily and en- 
thusiastically inspires hope and faith in his patient, and obtains 
the very important co-operation of mental therapeutics with elec- 
tro-therapeutics, and thus often succeeds where the cold, calculat- 
ing observer fails, though the latter may be as skillful in the use 
of the agent as the former. 

The Time of Commencement of Labor. 

Prof. L. Kleinwachter {Zeit. fur Geburtsh) — Amer, Ohstet. 
Jour,^ Feb., '76), examined the records of 3,408 cases of labor, to 
ascertain the time of day at which they began, and the immediate 
cause of labor. He concludes: 

1. The majority of labors begin between 4 p. m. and 6 a. m. 
The pains begin most frequently between 10 and 12 p. m.; most 
rarely twelve hours sooner. 

2. In primiparsB the influeiTce of the time of day on the com- 
mencement of labor is about the same as in all women in labor. 

3. In multiparse the favorite time for the commencement of 
labor is between 4 and 12 p. m.; these are the only hours during 
which the number of commencing labors rises above the average. 

4. Between the ages of twenty-one and twenty-five years, the 
acme of female procreative life, the time of day exercises the 
most influence on the beginning of labor. From 7 a. m. to 3 p.m. 
begin the smallest number of labors. The most unusual time is 
from 10 A. M. to 12 M.; the most frequent twelve hours later. 

^5. If the woman is younger the influence of the time of day 
decreases, besides the time of the largest average advances by 
three hours. 

6. With advancing years the same decrease is also noticeable, 
the more the older the women is. The time of the smallest aver- 
age also advances by three hours. 

7. In male and female births the influence of the time of day 
seems to be nearly equal, if anything less marked in the female 
labors. 
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8. In labors at term the inflaence of the time of day is about 
the same as in all women in the labor. 

9. In labors before term the inflaence of the time of day on 
the commencement of the labor is least marked. 



How Do Nerves Transmit Impulses. 

Dr McDonnell {Medical Times, Jan, 8, 1876) answers this ques- 
tion as follows: ^^I conceive that the various peripheral expan- 
sions of sensitive nerves take up undulations or vibrations and 
convert them into waves capable of being propagated along 
nervous tissue. Thus the same nerve tubule may be able to trans- 
mit along it vibrations differing in character, and hence giving 
rise to different sensations; and consequently the same nerve tubule 
may in its normal condition transmit the wave which produces the 
idea of simple contact or that which produces the idea of heat, or 
again the same nerve tubules in the optic nerve which propagate 
the undulations of red may also propagate in normal vision those 
which excite the idea of yellow or blue, and so for the other senses. 

How to Check Coughs. 

Dr. Brown-Sequard, in his late Boston lectures, says that there 
are many facts which show that morbid phenomena of respiration 
can always be stopped by the influence of arrest. Coughing, for 
instance, can be stopped by pressing on the nerves of the lip in the 
neighborhood of the nose. A pressure there may prevent a cough 
when it is beginning. Sneezing may be stopped by the same me- 
chanism. Pressing in the neighborhood of the ear, right in front 
of the ear, may stop coughing. It is also preventive of hiccough, 
but much less so than of sneezing or coughing. Pressing very 
hard on tfie top of the mouth inside is also a means of stopping 
1 coughing. And, he adds, that the will has immense power there. 
There was a French nurse who used to say, "The first patient who 
coughs here will be deprived of his food to-day." It was exceed- 
ingly rare that a patient coughed then. — Baltimore Physician and 
Surgeon. 

Warburcc's Tincture) 

The composition of Warburg's Tincture, which has great celeb- 
rity as an antipyrectic remedy, has been made public in a paper of 
Prof. Maclean, of Netley Medical School, in the Medical Timss 
a^d Gazette, Nov. 13, 1875. The following is the formula: 1^ 
Aloes (Socotr.), ibj, rad. rhei (E. India), sem. angelcae, confect. 
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feot. damocratis (which is a confection consisting of a variety of 
aromatic substances, was officinal, and is to be found in the London 
Pharmacopceia 1746)&a 3 ij; Rad. helenii (s. enulsB), croci sativi, sem. 
fceniculi, cret. preparat. (added to correct the otherwise extremely 
acid taste of the tincture), && § ij; Rad. gentianad, rad. zedorarise, 
pip. cubeb., myrrh, elect, bolet. laricis (the polyporus laricis or of- 
ficinalis, or larch agaric, which, says Pereira, was formerly " used 
as a drastic purgative, andstill kept by the herbalist), M, % j. Di- 
gest the above ingredients in 500 oz. proof spirits in a water bath 
for 12 hours; then express and add quin. disulph., ^ x. Replace 
mixture in water bath till all quinine is dissolved. Filter the 
liquor when cool, and dispense. — Virginia Med Monthly, 

Failure of Carbolic Acid as a General Disinfectant. 

At a recent meeting of physicians held in New Orleans, {N. O. 
Med. snd Surg. Jour,j Nov. 1875), resolutions were adopted to 
the following effect: 

Ist. Carbolic acid, as used for purposes of " disinfection," by 
the board of health in New Orleans during the years 1867, '70, '71, 
'72, '73, '74, and '75, has failed to arrest small-pox, scarlet fever 
and yellow fever. 

2d. Thus used by the board of health, it has proved injurious 
to the inhabitants of the ^^ disinfected " districts in several in- 
stances: 

3d. The facts observed in New Orleans sustained the views of 
high authorities, that it is impossible to disinfect the atmosphere 
of an entire city, or even of a circumscribed area, of two or more 
squares. 

4th. Yellow fever followed its usual course; no connection being 
observed between its decline and cessation, and the amount of 
carbolic acid used for purposes of "disinfection." 



Mill( as a Vehicle of Contagion. 

In a recent pamphlet by Mr. A, H. Smee, an English sanitarian, 
the author reaches the conclusion that there is undoubted evidence 
to show that milk can be the vehicle of contagion: 

By direct communication of the contagion, either by the water 
used for the purposes of adulteration, or by the vessels in which 
it is stored being cleansed with impure water. 

By the absorption of the contagion by the exposure of milk to 
ieleterious gases. 
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That in extreme intanoes power to commTinicate disease is pro- 
duced in the milk itself, probably from an altered secretion of di- 
seased animals. — Nashville Jour, of Med. and Surg, 

The United States Medical Directory. 

It is proposed to prepare a second revised edition of this work. 
Physicians who have commenced practice, or changed location, 
during the past three years (other than those whose address are 
on our subscription lists), are requested to forward notice of such 
changes to this office. — Philadelphia Med, and Surg, Reporter, 

Tootli-aclie Drops. 

The two following mixtures are recommended by Dr. Holderness 
in the Am. Jour, of Dental Science : 

I. Saturated solution of carbolic acid, 
" " chloralhydrate, 

Compound tincture of camphor. 

Fluid extract of aconite, of each, 1 ounce. 

Oil of peppermint, 4 drachms. 

II. Hydrate of chloral, 1 drachm. 

Water 4 drachms. 

Tincture of aconite, 16 drops. , 

Chloroform, 
Ether, 

Alcohol, of each 20 drops. 

Acetated tincture of opium. 

Oil of cloves, of each, 2 ounces. 

Camphor, 90 grains. 

Researclies on Eucalyptus Globulus. 

In the Academy of Sciences, in Paris, on December 20, M. F. A. 
de Hartzen read a paper on this subject. The essence of eucalyp- 
tus has been examined by M. Cloez. Besides the essence, this tree, 
according to the writer, contains a considerable number of re- 
markable substances. The brown residue obtained by distilling 
the alcoholic tincture of the leaves has been called eucalyptus 
resin; this resin contains tannin, and a great deal of fatty matter. 
Another resinous acid, always mixed with a little waxy matter, 
from which it seems very difficult to disengage it, is obtained in 
granules. This latter acid is remarkable; it is soluble in alcohol 
ether, and benzine, insoluble in acetic acid. Concentrated 
sulphuric acid dissolves it by forming a liquid of a beautiful 
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carmine red, if water be added; a red matter is obtained by 
adding ether. If, after having macerated the leaves of eucalyptus 
in alcohol, they be placed in ether, it extracts from them, besides 
a residue of resin and brown coloring matters, a considerable 
quantity of a waxy powder.— ^w? Remedies. 

Silicate of Potash in tlie Treatment of Erysipelas. 

P. F. da Costa Alvarenza recommends that this fluid should be 
applied once or several times daily with a camel-hair brush to the 
affected part, either in the pure state or diluted in yarious pro- 
portions with water, as 1 to 4 or 1 to 11. The more concentrated 
the solution the more rapid the cure. The author has applied it 
to forty-eight cases in Lisbon and in seven at Kio Janeiro, and 
considers it to be the most effective as well as the most economical 
remedy that can be employed. According to Ullersperger it has 
been already employed to a considerable extent in Germany. Es- 
pecially also as an injection in catarrh of the bladder — Atlanta Med. 
and Surg. Jour.y Feb., 1876. 



Rare Case of Vaccination. 

Dr. A. MuUer reports a case {Ga^tte Obstetricale) of a child 
aged thirteen months, vaccinated on the 9th of July. At the 
time it was perfectly healthy. Two days later measles declared 
itself. All trace of the vaccination totally disappeared. On July 
l^th, eight days after the date of vaccination, when the symptoms 
of measles were disappearing, an inflammatory areola was discerned 
round the points where vaccination had been performed, and from 
this date the progress of the vaccination was normal. 



NiUk Kept by Cliloroform. 

That milk can be 'kept sweet by the addition of a little chlo- 
roform, is a suggestion for which we have to thank J. P. Barnes, 
of London. When added in sufficient quantity to fresh milk, the 
lactic fermentation is prevented. To two-eight fluid ounces of 
fresh milk were added, respectively, ten and twenty minims of 
chloroform; they were kept in a warm place and constantly 
agitated. After five days had elapsed, that containing ten min img. 
had developed lactic acid in quantity sufficient to separate the 
casein, while that containing twenty remained fresh and good* 
It might be found convenient to preserve milk in this manner; 
always taking care to boil it just before using, in order to drive 
off the chloroform. — Atlanta Med. and Surg, Jour.^ Feb., 1876. 
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Boracic Acid In the Treatment of Rinoworm. 

Sargeon Mayor Watson {Indian Med, Gazette) has lately used 
boracic acid with great success as an external application in the 
treatment of vegetable parasitic diseases of the skin. In the differ- 
ent forms of tinea (T. tonsurans and ciroinata), and in that very 
troublesome form of the disease which effects the scrotum and 
inner side of the upper part of the thighs of many Europeans in 
India, its application acts like a charm. A solution of a drachm 
of the acid to an ounce of water, or as much as the water at ordi- 
nary temperatures, will take up, is employed. The affected parts 
should be well bathed in the solution twice daily, some little friction 
being used, and the solution allowed to dry on the part, — Am. 
Jour, Med. Science, 



Crapes in Fever. 

Dr. Hartsen, in Centralblatt fur die Med, Wissenschaffen^ re- 
commends grapes as a valuable diet in fever. 

The grape contains a considerable amount of hydro-carbonace* 
0U8 matter, together with a certain quantity of potassium salts, a 
combination which does not irritate but, on the contrary, soothes 
the stomach, and consequently is used with advantage, even in 
dyspepsia, while considering the carbo-hydrates contained in the 
grape, we must not neglect the organic acids, particularlv tartaric 
acid. Dr. H. thinks the nourishing influence of these acids too 
much neglected. It is indeed known that they are changed to car- 
bonic acid in the blood, and are excreted as carbonates in the urine. 
Possibly, careful research might show that, under some circum- 
stances, the organic acids are changed to fats. Dr. H. believes 
that the organic acids should be ranked with the carbohydrates as 
food. When fresh grapes are not to be had, raisins or diluted 
wine might be used. 

Cholera Morbus. 

Patients admitted in Roosevelt Hospital with this disease have 
been uniformly treated by placing them in bed, and administering 
ipecac, opium and cinnamon in small doses. The following is the 
prescription which has been commonly employed : 

IJ Ipecac i grain. 

Opium i grain. 

Cinnamon i grain. M. 

Such a dose is administered every four hours, and, as the 
symptoms subside, once in eight. The ipecac, however, is 
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gradually increaeed in quantity to one grain, one grain and a half, 
etc., until three grain doses are reached. The intense thirst, 
which is quite common in this class of cases, is met with pellets 
of ice chiefly. Two patients were seen. One had passed about a 
pint of fresh blood early in the attack. Both were convalescing 
rapidly. — Medical Brief, Feb., 1876. 

Hair Tonic. 

5 Adipis 2 ounces. 

Cerse albsB 1 ounce. 

Bal. Peruvian 2 drachms. 

Tinct. canth i drachm. 

Olei LavendulsB 6 drops. 

Melt the lard and wax together by gentle heat; add the other 
ingredients, and stir until cold. This preparation has no superior 
in restoring the growth of the hair. — Medical Brief Feb., 1876. 

Old but True. 

The following sketch of a medical quack, by ^^Hippocrates 
Ridens," is as true now as it was in 1686, when it was written: 
'^ His sagacity is remarkable, for he hath found out an art both to 
conceal his own ignorance and impose on that of other folks to 
his own advantage. His prime care is to get[the names of diseases 
without book, and a bead-roll of rattling terms of art, which be 
uses to beguile the mobile, first of their senses; and next of their 
pence. He has an excellent talent in persuading well people they 
are sick, and, by giving them his trash, verifies the prediction, 
and IS sure to make them so. — 8t, Louis Clinical Record 

Deodorized Cod-Liver Oil. 
The following is Carlo Pavesi's formula: 

Cod-Liver Oil 1,000 parts. 

Ground roasted coffee 60 parts. 

Animal charcoal 25 parts. 

Place the ingredients in a flask, which is to be well closed, and 
digest on a water-bath during the space of one hour; then set it 
aside for three days, occasionally shaking the contents, and filter. 
This preparation has a peculiar coffee-flavor, and is quite pleasant 
to take. — 

Toothache. 

I have for a long time very frequently been successful in giving 

patients relief by stopping the hollow tooth by a paste made in 
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the palm of the hand, hy dropping on to a good pinch of the bi- 
carbonate of soda as much tincture of opium or of the vinum opii 
as the soda will take up, working the whole into a paste, and put- 
ting into the tooth. — Dr. W. B. Holdemess, Practitioner^ 



Gelseminum in Veratrum Poisonlns. 

Dr. Wilson reports, that in a case of poisoning by veratrum 
viride he used with success — 

5 Fid. extr. gelsem., 5 drops. 

Pulv. nuois vomic:, i grain. 

Every fifteen minutes until there was perceptible change in the 
pupils. He attributes recovery to this treatment.— - 

Eucalyptus in Accue, 

De. Paul Boyce says, in the Virginia Medical Monthly: — ^A 
case of ague and fever, which had been treated with quinia, arse- 
nic, etc., was cured in four days by simply taking the essence of 
eucalyptus (prepared from the oil distilled from the leaves) 3 i] 
three times a day. I believe we possess in the eucalyptus a remedy 
not inferior to the cinchona alkaloids. The oil applied tb the 
nerve of a tooth soon destroys its sensitiveness and qaiets the 
pain. In purulent catarrhal affections of the urethra it acts like a 
charm — Drug. Circluar and Chem, Gazette. 



The Physicai Effects of " Coca," 

At a recent meeting of the Edinburgh Society, a paper was read 

by Sir Robert Christison on the restorative and curative effects of 
the coca leaf of Peru (Erythroxylon coca), which has for many 
years been valued by the Indians as a preventive of bodily fatigue, 
and which has lately attracted much attention, owing to a belief 
that it was of some service to the American pedestrian, Mr. Wes- 
ton, on the occasion of some of his walking feats at the Agricul- 
tural Hall. A diversity of opinion exists as to the effects of the 
coca leaf on those who chew it. By some travelers it is maintained 
to be a pernicious stimulant, while others hold the opinion that, 
moderately used, it is beneficial to health. Of its effects Sir 
Robert Christison gave an account, ascertained by experiments he 
had made himself with a coca leaf, by which he had found that it 
was both preventive of fatigue and a restorative of strength after 
severe bodily exertion, and that it had no reactionary effect on 
the system. His first experiments made with the leaf were in 
1870. Two of his students had come home thoroughly tired out 
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with a sixteen-miles walk; instead of having dinner they each took 
an infusion of two drachms of coca; presently all signs of fatigue 
vanished, and they " promenaded " Princes street for a whole hour 
with ease and enjoyment. On returning home they ate an excel- 
lent dinner, felt light through the evening, slept well, and got up 
refreshed and active next morning. Similar results were obtained 
in the case of other ten students, some of whom had done a thirty- 
miles walk; and Sir Robert has also made experiments upon him- 
self with a coca lea, of an equally successful nature. He is, it 
seems, overwhelmed by letters from all quarters asking for inform- 
ation respecting it. Women especially, having tried every other 
form of narcotic and stimulant, are very anxious to begin with 
the coca leaf. One lady who has written to Sir Robert Christi- 
son on the subject, " put her question in such a shape that he saw 
plainly that she meant to ask whether it would renew her youth." 
— Medical Record- 



Massage. 

Massage is becoming more and more used at the Orthopoedic Hos- 
pital in the treatment of palsies, etc. We have two well-trained 
and skillful manipulators, one male and one female, who are em- 
ployed during the morning hours by the hospital. 

The benefit of this form of treatment is, I think, more particu- 
larly seen in local paralysis and in hysterical patients whose limbs 
have become cold and shrunken from long disease. It is also a 
most valuable adjunct to electricity in paraplegias, of whatever 
origin they may be. 

The elevation of temperature in a palsied limb after manipula- 
tion is often remarkable. — 



Jaborandi in Colds. 

A French writer suggests that we are now in possession of a 
medicine which is destined to render signal service in colds. It is 
jaborandi, which, by its sudorific properties, and by its executing 
action on the glands of the air passages and salivary glands, comi- 
bines the principal pharmaco- dynamic effects that have heretofore 
been sought from various medicines. An infusion of one drachm 
of the leaves in a small quantity of water constitutes an efficient 
means against colds, if taken early. — Med. Brief. 



The Facial DIscolorations of Pregnancy. 

Dr. E. Dubois treats all his cases with tincture of iodine. The 
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epidermis exfoliates when painted over every evening. If success 
should not follow the first trials, the treatment must be suspended 
and the surface dressed with cold cream. Then, when the epider- 
mis is again reproduced, the applications are resumed, and this time 
the marks always disappear. — Baltimore Physician and Surgeon. 



Cream of Camphor. 

White Castile soap | ounce. 

Boiling water, sufficient to dissolve it 

Carbonate of ammonia 

Camphor, of each 4 drachms* 

Tincture of opium 4 " 

Oil of origanum 2 " 

Watef, sufficient to complete 2 pints. 

A Pleasant Quinia Mixture for Children. 

Sulphate of quinia 5 grains. 

Syrup 7 fl. drachms. 

FI. extract of liquorice 1 fl. drachm. 

Mix. Shake the bottle before giving. 

The quantity of quinia may be varied to suit the case. Use about 
one fluid drachm of the fluid extract, for every five grains of the 
quinia. Children will take this, and ask for more. — Med, Brief. 



Nitrite of Amyi in Hiccoush. 

Dr. Simon reports in the Chicago Med. Jour, and Exam, that 
a patient who had hiccoughed for twenty-six hours and been sub- 
jected to various treatments without success, was relieved almost 
instantaneously by inhaling three drops of amyl nitric. — Drug. 
Circular and Chem. Gazette. 



A Quack doctor in Baltimore made a speech on corns. He 
said corns and bunions are a mistery to the medical science; they 
come from wearing tight boots and shoes, and also from loose 
ones; they come when they please, where they please, and stay 
just as long as they please, and nothing in creation can remove 
them but Finnegan's com salve. — Drug. Circular. 



Sozodont. 

Van Buskirk's Fragrant Sozodont is a red liquid consisting of 
filtered solution of white castile soap § ss in strong alcohol, 1 ]y 
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water, f 3 vj, glycerin, 3 ij, colored with cochineal, and flavored 
with oils of peppermint, cloves and wintergreen. The powder ac- 
companying each bottle is a mixture of precipitated chalk, powder- 
ed oris root and carbonate of magnesia. — Virginia Med. Monthly 

The Taste of Turnips in Milk and Butter. 

It is stated , upon German authority, that the unpleasant taste 
imparted to milk ani butter by feeding turnips, etc., may be re- 
moved by simply throwing into each pan of milk, of four or five 
quarts, as much saltpetre as will lie on the point of a knife, when 
a gelatinous mass will separate from the milk, and settle to the 
bottom. — New Remedies, 

Pills for Obstinate Neuralgia. 

The jBordeaux Midical gives the following formula for obstin- 
ate neuralgia, especially ileolumbar neuralgia: — 

9 Valerianate of ammonia, 

Quinine, aa gr. xxx. 

Make into twenty pills and take from two to ten of them each 
day, increasing one pill per diem. After taking these pills for ten 
days, suspend their use for five days. 

empty Phial as a Measure. 

In the ^British Med. Jour.^ Dr. Wm. Frazer of Dublin, says: 
" I invariably order, with all important medicines, an empty phial 
to be sent to contain the exact dose required. As a rule, a half- 
ounce phial is most convenient, for it indicates the medical table- 
spoon; a two drachm phial answers for the desert spoon, and the 
ounce phial, of course, speaks for itself. I have found no cause 
for complaint about doses since adopting this simple plan, one of 
the principal recommendations of it, next to its accuracy, being 
its extreme cheapness. — 

Worm Tea. 

Spigelia 4 drachms. 

Senna 3 drachms. 

Aniseed 1 drachm. 

Boiling water 16 ounces. 

Infuse for an hour. Dose, from one to two tablespoonf uls every 
three hours. — Medical Brief. 

The Eucalyptus as an Insectlfuflce. 

The Garden quotes from a private letter a statement, that the 
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placing of a young plant of eaoalyptus in a bedroom infested with 
mosquitoes has been found sufficient to cause the disappearance of 
the insects. — New Remedies. 



Ergotin in Croupous Pneumonia. 

Db. Wtoisk, acting on the principle that this drug contracts the 
vessels and so prevents exudation from them, has treated six cases 
of croupous pneumonia in this way, and gives the following report : 
In one such case, marked by an excessive highly albuminous ex- 
pectoration, it ceased entirely two hours after administration of the 
drug in powders of nine grains each every quarter of an hour. 
The abundant rllles in both lungs soon dimished, so that there was 
only a slight crepitation at the original focus of the disease. These 
good effects lasted for two days. Two relapses occurred, however, 
but the same good effect was again obtained by the administration 
of the ergot. After the second relapse, ten drop doses of the tine, 
ture of ergot were given four times daily, until convalescence was 
fully established. In the five other cases the ergot was used early, 
and none ended fatally, none became chronic, and none left appre- 
ciable deposits behind them; in all of them the exudation was de- 
cidedly checked by the ergot. It is, however, held to be a danger- 
ous remedy when the lungs are considerably infiltrated, where there 
is emphysema, where the cerebral arteries are weak, and where the 
patients are feeble or decrepid. — Drug. Circ. and Chem. Gaz. 

Chafing. 

H. T* Golds BOROUGH, M. D., of Easton, Md., recommends the 

following as an excellent application for chafing. 

9. Zinci Carb. 

Lycopodium aa | j. 

S. Apply to the affected part. 



Teeth ina; Infants. 

When no other disease is found than super-excitation, 1^ to 3 

grains bromide of potassium in two or three doses will tranquilize 
the system. 

Tonsillitis. 

Beef ,s gall and vinegar applied hot to the neck will arrest the 

development of quinsy. 

Suppression of Urine. 

Poultices of digitalis will in almost every instance procure 

relief. 
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FIRWEIN. 

l>iabetes. 

Some time since we mentioned a case of Diabetes Mellitus, treated by Dr. 
Bates witli Firwein, successfully. Several other cases have come under our 
observation which have been greatly relieved, one case we desire to mention 
particularly, as we have been able by testing the urine, by Fbhling's test, from 
time to time, to note the gradual and decided change for the better. A short 
time since, as an alterative, we suggested the use of Elixir lodo-Bromide of 
Calcium Comp., which seems to have improved some of the symptoms, and we 
are pleased to give an extract from a letter just received. 

*'I have taken the 'Elixir lodo' once or twice daily, *Firwein' three to four 
times a day, and have to say that I must certamly be improving, my strength is 
better, my appetite is now good, and the distressing sypiptoms of thirst very 
much abated, and the quantity of urine is lessened. 



Extract from letter of F. R. Buokham, A. M., M. D., Flint, Mich. 

In reply I beg to say that I have used the " Firwein " frequently and agree- 
ably, and for convenience in admmistration, and elegance as a compoimd of 
Bromine, Iodine and Phosphorus, I think it unequalled. 



£LiIXIR lOOO-BROMIDE OF CALCIUM COMP. 



Scrofulous Iiiflaniniatioii of the Lteg and Ankle. 

Extract from letter of W. J. Clkland, M. D., Kewanna, Ind., May 15, 
1876. 

Gents. — In the May No. of your very excellent Journal, I noticed a let- 
ler from an M. D., in Iowa, in regard to the Elixir lodo-Bromide of Cal- 
cium Compound, as administered in some cases of Scrofulous diseases in 
his practice. Perhaps it would not be uninteresting to the many readers 
of your Journal to add another case that came under' my observation and 
treatment recently. 

Mrs. J. K., aged about 50 years, of a bilious, sanguine temperament, ro- 
bust and plethoric, has been for 6 or 8 years afflicted with a chronic scro- 
fulous, erysipelatous inflammation of the right leg and ankle, attended, at 
times, with a high grade of fever, swelling, and very painful, and nothing 
but soft, soothing emollient poultices could be used. The discharge fol- 
lowing the inflammation was of a watery green nature, healthy pus, very 
rarely discharging except when the limb was free from active fever. In re- 
gard to color, it had the appearance of dried beef, which had been sub- 
jected to an excess of salt-petre. Last November this lady had an unus- 
ually severe attack, so much so that she was for a number of days confined 
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to her room, I had often before prescribed for this lady's limb, bat she us< 
ually sent for remedies, making her own prescription. I had often urged 
her to adopt some plan of treatment, and persevere in it until the disease 
was eradicated from her system ; but she stopped the remedies as soon as 
she was able to travel, and in two or three months her limb was again put 
through a course of poultices until the inflammation was controlled. Thus 
she had repeated the same process for the past 7 or 8 years, until Novem- 
ber last when I succeeded in convincing her that such procedure would not 
cure her. The limb, when the case came under my treatment, was more 
painful than it ever had been, and I adopted the following : 

Sub. Garb. Bismuth, - - . 1 1 

Ext. Conium, 1 1 

Cerate Simplex, - . - . 2 ^ 

Mix and apply locally until the fever and inflammation were controlled. 
I then gave her 

lodo-Bromide of Calcium Comp. - ~ ^ 1 
Syrup Stillingia Comp. - - - 2 ^ 

Svrup lod. Ferri. 2 | 

Mix and take a teaspoonful three times a day for two months, after 
which lodo-Bromide Calcium Comp., for three months longer. I now have 
the satisfaction of seeing my patient engaged in her domestic duties eyery 
day, can walk one or two miles and peiform as much hard labor as any of 
her healthy daughters. 

Her final cure I attribute to the intenial and external application of the 
Elixir and reduced Solution lodo-Bromide of Calcium Comp., which in 
my practice has given me entire satisfaction in all cases of Adenosis-Scro- 
phulosa, or any affection of the system connected with impurity of the 
blood. 

A t the present time, I have two cases which I have but just commenced 
treating with this potent remedy, both are young married ladies, who have 
been for many years afflicted with Scrofulous disease of the lungs, wluch 
cases I hope to be able to report favorably upon during the present season. 



Cancer of the Uterine Neck. 

Extract from letter of M. R. Chadwiok, M. D., Hart, Mich. 

The case of cancer of the uterine neck, concerning which I wrote you, some 
time ago progressed favorably under treatment of the "Elixir lodo.*' I had giv- 
en all the usual remedies in such cases a thorough trial, but with indifferent 
success. As a last resort I put her upon the ** lodo," being led to this course 
from reading in the Journal of other similar cases, which had terminated favor- 
ably. The case had progressed so far that I had no hope of a cure, my only 
expectation being that I might make her more comfortable. The "lodo" cer- 
tainly had a fine eif ect and held out an ultimate prospect of a cure. I verily be- 
lieve that had she been placed under its influence sooner it would have accom- 
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plished a cure, as it was it rendered her conditioii much more comfortable than 
any previous course adopted. It seemed to have a powerful sedative action as 
well as eliminative power. I can cheerfully testify that the 'Elixir lodo^' is 
ertainly the most efficient alterative I have ever yet had to do with. I used 
"Bromo-Ohloralum'' which, of course, made her case much more tolerable to 
herself and attendants. 

I have also a case under treatment of an obstinate skin disease of the squam- 
ous type, which had resisted Arsenic and the Iodides, but yielded readily to the 
^'Elixir" and the local application of an ointment of the Iodide Sulphur. 

I am using Fibwein with excellent results in chronic Pneumonia and Bron- 
chitis. 



Goitre. 

Extract from letter of O. P. Bollingbb, M. D., Saegerstown, Pa. 

One year ago last March, I recommended the Elixir lodo-Bromide of Calcium 
Compound to a lady who had the largest (Goitre I ever saw. She had to wear 
a bandage around her neck to support it, and suffered very severe' pam all the 
time, and especially when she attempted to do work. Her sufferings during 
pregnancy were greater than at intervening periods. She had tried so many 
remedies that she lost all confidence in medicines, expecting to die in one of her 
confinements, as did her mother before her under similar circumstances and with 
the same disease. She has used three bottles of the '^Elixir^^ and her neck is 
nearly its natural size, and also expects to be confined in a few months. So much 
for the Elixir. 



FL.UID BXT. ERGOT, FORMULA 1874. 

Extract from letter of A. J. Rob, M. D., Taylorville, HI., March 20, '76. 

^^I can say of your Fluid Extract Ergot, Formula of 1874, that it is the 
one reliable article I can find in the market and brings the answer every 
time*" 



Extract from letter of Fzibris Jacobs, M. D., Delhi, N. Y., March 16th 
1876. 

Gentlemen — Your Fl. Ext. Ergot, Formula 1874, has been used by me in 
great variety of cases. I ask for nothing better of the kind. It answers 
my highest expectations. Yours truly, 



•»• 



'Correspondents vrill oblige by writing plainly their nanies^ Town^ 
County and State, We are frequently unable to answer letters because these 
are omitted. 
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BIGhEST OF MEDICAL REPORTS. 



BY JOSEPH BATES, M. D. 



Hypodermic Iitjections of Hot Water For the Relief of 
Pain. — Dr. Griffith accidentally discovered that the hypodermic 
injection of hot water following an injection of a small dose of 
morphine would relieve pain. He is represented as giving these 
injections to several patients who had been in the habit of taking 
morphine, and the procedure resulted in " the great improvement 
of their health and the weaning them from the baneful poison." 
When this failed he would inject a small dose of morphine first, 
and follow that up with hot water in two, three, or four hours. He 
found the hot water injections most beneficial for the cure of 
sciatica and deep-seated pain. In some instances " he pushed the 
needle up to its very end into the tissues, and forced in the water 
amongst the muscles, and then withdrew the instrument immedi- 
ately afterwards, placing the tip of the finger on the perforation 
point, and, by a rolling movement, dispersing the fluid in its bed." 
He frequently has cut short acute attacks of lumbago, sciatica, 
and the pain resulting from a sudden strain or fall. — Boston Med, 
and Surg, Jour. March 23, 1876. 

13 
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James C. White, M. D., Professor of Dermatology in Harvard 
University, has an interesting paper in the Boston Med. and Surg. 
Journal, March 23, 1876, relative to the Analysis of five thousand 
cases of Skin Diseases. The causes of this affection, as far as as- 
certained are very various, attributed mostly to the vegetable and 
animal kingdom. The influence of heat is alluded to as a cause 
in some instances of acute eczema. The paper is to be continued. 

Plea for the Treatment of the Consequences of Obstruc- 
tive Enlargement of the Prostrate by Early Use of the Ca- 
theter. By W. H. Van Buren, M. D.t— This very instructive 
and meritorious paper is now published in pamphlet form, and 
cannot fail to be of signal service to the surgeon, and of proving 
not only the means of mitigating untold sufferings to an unfor- 
tunate class- of patients, but of adding many years to their ex- 
istence. Dr. v., states that he has no medical remedy to offer 
whereby enlargement of the prostate may be checked or dissipated. 
He adds: — **Medicine has thus far proved as unreliable for this pur- 
pose as for curing fibroid tumors of the uterus." He says; — "I 
wish to make a plea for the earlier use of the catheter in these 
cases of urinary obstructions, and 'also for the practice of relying 
upon it entirely to avert bad consequences, rather than to let the 
case go by default, as we do now until retention has occurred and 
then we have to meet it at a disadvantage. 

To illustrate at what stage of the case it is proper to advise the 
patient to rely upon the catheter entirely, Dr. V., states a case as 
follows: — A man of fifty-five communicates to me, with obvious 
reluctance and hesitation, that he is annoyed by too frequent calls 
to empty his bladder, especially at night. The symptom interferes 
with his daily work, which is important and engrossing. He asks 
for relief. I find very acid, clear urine, with defective power and 
volume of the stream; and an enlarged and knobby prostate. 

I explain to him the nature and cause of his trouble: that a dam 
is being formed at the outlet of the bladder, of a nature that 
medicine cannot remove; and that he must learn to use a catheter, 
or he will be liable to entire stoppage, and perhaps to get stone. 
The suggestion is obviously disagreeable. I see the patient only 
incidentally during the next two or three years, and learn from 
him that his trouble is no better— in fact, rather worse; he 'must 
come and see me again about it.' Some time later he is overtaken 
by an attack of acute disease, at the height of which retention 
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oocurs, and the catheter is required, and has to be used regularly 
for some days. After this occurrence, the obvious necessity of 
the measure induces the patient to consent to learn to use the in- 
strument, and he shortly gets to introducing it for himself every 
night on retiring except when there is a good excuse for neglect- 
ing it — and on the whole has better sleep. At the end of three 
or four years he has been on the average more comfortable, has 
held his own, and weighs more. But now there is evidence that, 
although he is making water twice as often as he should, he does 
not enapty his bladder entirely — except by the catheter at bed- 
time: and I am consulted as to whether he should not introduce 
the catheter more frequently. I advise this course, by all means ; 
for tolerance being in some degree already attained, suitable in- 
jection can be used for the bladder, and in a short time its irrita- 
bility may be so far diminished that the regular use of the catheter 
four or five times in the twenty-four hours will suffice; and this 
would save him both time and pain, and also from the danger which 
accompanies the ineffectual efforts he is still making. Here is a 
result reached at the end of seven or eight years, by which this 
man's bladder is at last in the way of being regularly relieved 
without painful and damaging effort. I trust he will be saved 
from stone, although he did incur the danger of retention as I had 
foretold; for he can empty his bladder thoroughly now, and also 
wash it out with warm water at will, if necessary. But it is very 
clear to me, after observing his case through all these years, that 
if the patient had gone to work when he first applied to me for 
relief, and learned within the year to help himself with the catheter, 
he would have saved himself both time and torment, and that at 
this moment his bladder and kidneys would be in better condition 
to serve him for the next ten years." In order to fully appreciate 
the merits of the Doctor's arguments in this paper it should be 
read entire, and with close attention. 

L. D. Bulkley, A. M., M. D., has puplished, in pamphlet form, 
a very excellent paper, relating two cases of exophthalmic goitre, 
associated with chronic urticaria; illustrative of the relations of 
the nervous system to diseases of the skin. Reprinted from the 
Chicago Journal of Nervous a7id Mental Diseases^ October, 1875. 
The paper is interesting and instructive and will commend itself 
to every attentive reader. • 

The effect of small doses of mercury in modifying the number 
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of the red blood corpuscles in syphilis; a study of blood-counting: 
with the hematimetre. By E. L. Heyes, M. D., adjunct Professor 
of surgery and Professor of dermatology in the Bellevue Hospkal 
Medical College, New York; one of the surgeons to the Venereal 
Division of the Charity Hospital, etc. 

No scientific physician can read this paper and harbor the least 
antagonism to the proper use of mercury in the treatment of many 
diseases. This paper is now to be obtained in a pamphlet form; 
reprint ed from the American Journal of the Medical Sciences^ 
Jan., 1875. • 

^The Pruritus op Variola. — Dr. Noel Guencau de Mussey re- 
commends the following ointment to allay the pruritus which ac- 
companies the eruption of variola, and to prevent the patient fronk 
lacerating the skin by scratching: Bromide of Potassium, 3 gram- 
mes (45 grains.) ; Camphor, 30 centigrammes (4,5 grams) ; Cerate^ 
30 grammes (450 grains), to be applied daily. — Chicago MediccU 
Journal a?id Mcami7iery Oct, y 1875. 

Menorrhagia. — Dr. N. G. de Mussy reports the details {A7inales 
de Gi/7i(jecologic, July, 1875) of two cases in which almost imme- 
diate relief from profuse menorrhagia followed the application of 
bags of hot water to the lumbar region. In the first case some 
pelvic adhesions were noted on the right side of the uterus, and 
some ovarian tenderness. Within twenty-four hours after the ap- 
plication of heat as described, the flow was materially diminished^ 
and in two days it wholly ceased. Within two days after, the 
patient complained of pain in the head, and suffered from a severe 
attack of dyspnoea and a slight haemoptysis. All these symptoms, 
ceased, however, within nine or ten days. With the return of the 
flowing, at the next catamenial period, the heat was again applied, 
and was followed not only by a cessation of the flowing, but also 
by the same unfavorable symptoms above alluded to. The menor- 
rhagia subsequently returned, but in decidedly less quantity. The 
second case was one in which miscarriage had probably taken place 
about two months before. The use of the hot application was 
followed by an an est of the Lsemonhage, but the patient com- 
plained of a feeling of very great fullness of the Lead, and several 
times came near losing conscioueness. The menoiihagia was, low- 
ever, permanently relieved- 

AcTioN OF Quinine upon the HEART.-Peieira, Tiousfeeau, Sthlo- 
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kow, Enlenburg Lewitzky, and a host of others have recognised 
its retstraining power upon the action of the heart, and some of 
them have shown that this power is preceptible after section of the 
pneamogastric and the sympathetic, and appears to be due to the 
direct action of the quinine upon the motor ganglia, the cardiac 
vessels, and perhaps the muscular fibre of the heart itself. Some 
have even gone so far as to declare that quinine more than digi- 
talis deserves the title of " the opiate of the heart," and in our 
own practice we have come to the conclusion that, on whichever 
tissue it may act, clinicafly it is a true cardiac sedative. — T?ie Doc- 
tor. Oct., 1, 1876. 

Trbatment op Dblirium Tremens. — Dr. D. H. Kitchen, Am, 
Jour, Insanity^ Jan. 1875, in an elaborate article upon delirium 
tremens, recommended the following as the most effective treat- 
ment: A generous diet is given, full doses of fluid extract of 
conium during the day to control muscular action, and during the 
evening hydrate of chloral with tincture of hyoscyamus repeated 
until sleep is secured. 

Ergot of Rye Combined with Opium, in Midwifery. — By W. 
B. G. Samuels, M. R. C. E. F. A. S. The author of this paper 
evinces a thorough knowledge of the history and therapeutics of 
ergot, and the various opinions of the most eminent physicians in 
this Country and Europe. His manner of usin^ ergot and opium 
in combination is as follows; Put dr. j. of spurred rye in a pipkin 
or earthen vessel (a teacup will do,) pour on it 8 ounces of boiling 
water, c^ver the vessel and place near the fire to infuse. When it 
assumes the color of strong tea, which it will do in a few minutes, 
strain and add dr. iss. of Liq. opii sedatives, or if this is not at 
hand, use the tr. opii instead. When cool, give the patient one- 
half the mixture. If necessary, give the remainder in half an 
hour afterwards, altUough it very rarely happens that a second 
dose is required (A good fluid extract of ergot will be found far 
preferable to any other form.) In post-partum hemorrhage, this 
combination is recommended. Dr. S. — states, that since using this 
combination, he has met with no cases fatal to the foetus, no hour 
glass contractions or atelectasis pulmonum, both ot which are often 
met with while administering ergot alone. 

He adds; ^^ There is one thing that I can vouch for, and that is, 
having adminifltered the combination of ergot with opium in up- 
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wards of a thousand cases, in New Zeland and elsewhere, in labor, 
difficult and otherwise, in flooding, in threatened miscarriage, in 
abortion, as well as uterine hemorrhage from other causes; (after 
making a proper diagnosis,) with the happiest results, I can, there- 
fore, confidently recommend it to my brother practitioners." 

He advises the use of the combination in some cases requiring the 
use of forceps. For the purpose of giving more fully the author's use 
of the remedy I cite a report of a case as follows; — ^Dr. S. — remarks; 
In conclusion, I will give one case which occurred to me about six 
months ago, in New Zeland. I was sent for from a distance of 
dbout twenty miles inland to attend a middle aged woman. On 
my arrival I was informed that she had been in labor for two days 
previous, and no person with her but a neighbor. Made a digital 
examination, found the os dilated to about the size of a half dollar 
piece. Water discharged about twelve hours before my arrival. 
Head pressing; pains began to slacken. Waited for a short time 
and gave a draught of the infusion of ergot and opium. Waited 
ten hours. Os fully dilated, head of the fetus firmly impacted in 
the brim of the pelvis; parts edematous, pulse 100; strength be- 
ginning to fail. At this juncture I began to fear the loss of both 
mother and child. The distance being too far to fetch further 
medical aid, and the night very dark and rainy ; and the operation 
imperative, having no chloroform I gave a full dose of opium and 
ergot, and delivered with forceps, saving both mother and child. 
The woman made a splendid recovery, and that too without chlo- 
roform, or in fact any assistance whatever, save the inexperienced 
woman already referred to. The opium combined with the ergot 
did much to lessen the sensitiveness and pain and save both mother 
and child as well as assist in contracting the uterus after delivery. 
If time would permit I could give numbers of cases where the 
combined action of the two drugs has proved useful, and I have 
no hesitation in saying, has saved life." — Fcicijic Med, a7id Surg. 
Jour. Oct., 1875. 

Relation of Alcohol to Animal Heat and Muscular Power. 
By Dr. Richardson. From which the following are logical deduc- 
tions: Alcohol is disposed of in the living body by other processes 
than simple direct elimination. But alcohol is not a builder of 
any tissue, even a fatty tissue. During every stage of its admin- 
istration, except the first, alcohol reduces animal temperature. 
Thus it is not burned after the manner of food that supports com- 
bustion. It is decomposed into secondary products by oxidation. 
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at the expense of the oxygen, which ought to be applied to the natural 
heating of the body. Further, as animal heat is reduced, so is 
the excitability of muscle, until at last, as narcotism is developed 
by the spirit, the muscular power is brought down to the extreme 
of prostration. — Pacific Med. and Surg. Jour. Oct., 18V5. 

Neuralgia Relieved by Morphia and Atropia Combined. Dr. 
J. S. Jewell strongly recommends for the relief of this malady the 
use of a combination of morphia and atropia. The proportion is 
one grain of the latter to sixteen to twenty-four of the former, 
to an ounce of distilled water. This is given hypodermically in 
doses suitable to relieve pain. He says that he knows of no com- 
bination of narcotics so valuable in cases of neuralgia, and at the 
same time attended by so few ill consequences. — Detroit Review 
of Med. and Pharm. also Chic. Jour. Ner. and Ment. Dis. Apr. '75 

Criminal Abortion in Japan.— The higher classes consider it 
a disgrace, besides it is forbidden by their laws. Nevertheless it 
is openly practiced on women of the lower class. The method, 
usually employed since olden times, has only been adopted by 
European obstetricians during the present century. A piece of 
the root of achyranthes aspera, more than one foot long, about as 
thick ks a quill, and very flexible, is introduced between the uterus 
and the foetal membranes, where it is retained for a day or two. 
The root is smeared with musk and then introduced by the aid of 
two fingers into the vagina. Besides, musk is given internally. 
The result is always certain. 

A modification of this method consists in the introduction of 
silk thread impregnated with musk. Aside from this, pieces of 
pointed wood are introduced into the os, which method is not sel- 
dom followed by death. The Japanese regard the fourth and fifth 
month of pregnancy as the best time for the operation. — Detroit 
Revieio of Med. and Pharm. Feb., 1875; also Virchow^s Archives, 
Dec, 1874. 

A Case of Supposed Rupture. — By C. H. Newcomb, of Me- 
chanicsburg, Ohio. Patient, aged 23; color white; native of New 
York; resides in Springfield, 111., where Dr. N., was practicing; 
he was a clerk in a dry-goods store, unmarried, wore a truss, as the 
physician whom he had consulted diagnosed rupture, and ordered 
a truss to be worn. Patient naturally of a good constitution, but 
anaemic; skin sallow, countenance anxious; constant pain in right 
inguinal region-pain aggravated by being on his feet long at a time ; 
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hacking cough, appetite variable, at times ravenous. Dr. N., was 
led to suspect tapeworm, and patient acknowledged that he had 
been treated for, and had passed a tapeworm about eight yeard ago, 
but had seen no signs of one until a few weeks previous to consult- 
ing Dr. N. ^ 

The Dr. ordered : 5 ethereal ext. male-fern, 3 ij. elixir taraxa- 
cum, q. s. f. I ij. M. S. One-half to be taken at bedtime and the 
remainder next morning before breakfast. 

The result was unsatisfactory. He next ordered ft e^ct. male- 
fern, 3 iv., elixir taraxacum, q. s. f. | ij. M. S. One-half at bed- 
time, and remainder next morning before breakfast. The result of 
this was also unsatisfactory. Suspecting the male-fern to be of in- 
ferior quality, he requested the druggist to order from another 
h<yi8e and refill the last prescription. He did so, and the patient 
took same as directed, and within fifteen hours from time of taking 
first dose, the entire worm passed. — Cincinnati Zrancet and Ob- 
server^ June, 1875. 

Glyckbine in the Treatment of Diabetes.— M. Schutzen, of 
Dorpat, has shown by his researches that glycerine either alone or 
associated with tartaric acid, and taken in the dose of half an ounoe 
to an ounce and a half in the course of twenty-four hourp, consti- 
tutes a valuable adjuvant to the regime especially adapted to gly- 
cosuria. Purified glycerin is made more palatable by mixing it 
with a certain amount of alcohol and of aromatic substances (mint, 
anise, bitter orange.) The employment of glycerine is said to have 
aided greatly in the treatment of this malady. — Chicago Med, 
Journal and Examiner^ Sept. 1875. 

Wabm and Hot Water in Surgery. — By C. H. Leonard, M.D., 
Detroit, Mich. Dr. L., has shown that the use of hot water in 
many surgical cases, and hot vaginal douches had its origin in the 
days of Hippocrates. This paper should be studied entire, as it is 
one of interest and merit. It may be found in 7 he Chicago Med, 
Jour.y and Examiner^ Sept. 1875. 
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VALUE OF FOOD. 
All the food we eat yields to the body either warmth or strength* 
Most articles give both to a certain degree; some warmth only and 
not a particle of strength. Of the latter, drippings, sweet oil, butter, 
lard, molasses and sugar are prominent ; hence we use them in 
winter to produce heat. 
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The elements of food which give warmth and strength are car- 
bon and nitrogen, which being taken into the system, form fat and 
flesh; tlie fat, being consumed, makes the body a stove; the flesh, 
on the other hand, represents strength, or the muscles ; hence, when 
a nELuscular man is spoken of, it is understood that he is a strong 

man. 

The scientific analysis of food demonstrates that various kinds 

give various degrees of warmth and strength. A quart or pound 
of beer gives but one grain of strength; a pound of bread ninety 
grains, a pound of beef one hundred and seventy-five grains, while 
a pound of cheese made out of skimmed milk yields three hundred 
and sixty -four grains of strength ; whereas, a pound of fresh butter 
gives 4,800 grains of warmth, but not an atom of strength. 

In JBealth by Good Living we find the following table contain- 
ing the nutritive value of ordinary food, from which we extract. 
It speaks for itself in decided terms; 

Yields grains ^ Yields grains 

One th. of iw strength. One lb. of of warmth. 

Beer or porter 1 Whey 150 

-Parsnips 12 Turnips 238 

Turnips 12 Beer and porter 315 

Whey 13 Buttermilk 335 

Greens 14 Skimmed milk 351 

Potatoes 24 New milk 378 

Skimmedmilk 34 Carrots 390 

New milk 35 Parsnips 425 

Buttermilk. .^ 35 Potatoes 770 

Barley 70 Fresh fish 980 

Rice 70 Beef liver 1,220 

Bacon 98 Red herrings 1,455 

Rye Bread 89 Baker's bread 1,990 

Baker's bread 90 Fresh beef 2,300 

Pearl Barley 91 Molasses 2,300 

Fresh Pork 108 Skim cheese . 2,350 

Seconds flour 120 Ched'ier cheese 2,550 

€om meal 125 Seconds flour 2,700 

Fresh fish 129 Rye bread 2,700 

Oocoa 180 Rice 2,750 

Oatmeal 140 Barley meal 2,780 

Mutton 140 Indian meal 2,800 

Beef, fresh 172 Sugar 2.900 

Beef liver 200 Fresh pork 3,100 

Split peas 250 Bacon , 4,200 

Chedder cheese .... , 310 Butter 4,700 

^im cheese 360 Lard 4,800 

Drippings 5, 500 

This table should be in the hands of every intelligent person, 

and especially will it be found of great value to those wishing to 

make their small means go as far as possible towards sustaining 

life and stren&rth. 
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There is a powerful argument in favor of temperance here. It 
will be noticed that while beer or porter yields one grain of 
strength to the pound, skimmed cheese yields 364 grains; and yet 
we hear of the poor workman taking his beer to give him strength. 

A careful study of the above table will assist in making us more 
comfortable, both in cool and warm weather, by adhering to the 
requirements above denoted. — Med, Brief. 
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SALICIN IN RHEUMATISM. 
Dr. Maclagan has used salicin in rheumatism. He employed it 

in eight cases, and arrives at the following conclusions: 

1. We have in salicin a valuable remedy in the treatment of 
acute rheumatism. 

2. The more acute the case, the more marked the benefit pro- 
duced. 

3. In acute cases, its beneficial action is generally apparent 

within twenty-four, always within forty-eight hours, of its admin- 
istration in sufficient dose. 

4. Given thus at the commencement of tte attack, it seems 
sometimes to arrest the course of the malady as effectively as qui- 
nine cures an ague, or ipecacuanha a dysentery. 

5. The relief of pain is always one of the earliest effects pro- 
duced. 

6. In acute cases, relief of pain and a fall of temperature gen- 
erally occur simultaneously. 

7. In subacute cases, the pain is sometimes decidedly relieved 
before the temperature begins to fall; this is especially the case 
when, as is f requentl3^ observed in those of nervous temperament, 
the pain is proportionally greater than the abnormal rise of tem- 
perature. 

8. In chronic rheumatism salicin sometimes does good where 
other remedies fail; but it also sometimes fails where others do good. 

The dose employed was from ten to thirty grains every two, 
three, or four hours, according to the severity of the case. Fifteen 
grains every three hours Mr. Pemberton conceives to be a medium 
dose for an acute case. — Med, Brief 



BRAZILIAN DRUaS. 
SiE, — As much attention has lately been directed to Brazilian 
drugs, perhaps the following general notice of some samples lately 
received will be of interest. The packets are accompanied by the 
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botanical names of the plants and by, I suppose, their ordinary 
names. As I am not responsible for their verification, the common 
name will head the description and the supposed botanical name 
follow. 

1. MuLUNGA. — Straight cylindrical pieces of stem, often more 
than an inch in diameter, marked with smooth longitudinal chan- 
nels; .colour, olive green; the deep green mesophloeum showing 
through the brownish epidermis, the latter being covered with 
minitte scales resembling excoriations and perforated in a few 
places by black flattened prickles arising in the larger pieces from 
brown turgid bases. Wood soft and porus, medullary rays of ob- 
long, muriform parenchyma. Some sections were darker in color, 
and gave off an odor of propylamine. The diluted tincture pre- 
cipitated by tannic acid, also by acidulated tincture of iodine. 
Stated to contain all the properties of opium without its injurous 
effects. JEJrythrina coraUodendron 

2. Barbatimao. — Bark of variable length and width, thickness 
four lines, of which a fourth is tissue. Extefior with greyish 
lichens, deep chocolate or reddish longitudinal fissures and narrow 
transverse cracks. Astringent., Mimosa virginalis. 

3. MuTAMBA. — Long strips of thin flexible bark, epidermis mot- 
tled with grey and greyish white, corky layer, dark brown, but 
little developed, bast tissue yellowish or tawny yellow. Guazuma 

ulmifolia. 

4. Fbbegoso. — Dried plant, 2 feet high, stem remarkably hollow, 

and surmounted by two or three elongated, distichous, scorpoid 
spikes, leaves apparently ovate, repand, with acute base and winged 
petiole (specimen imperfect). Fruit osseous, ovoid, two lines long, 
bidentate, consisting of four achoenia firmly coherent into what 
might first appear a one-celled nut. Used externally and internally 
in affections of the respiratory organs. Tiaridium utilissinium, 

5. Akgblica Mansa. — Part of stem with undulated, tapering, 
twisted, forked roots attached, diameter a quarter of an inch or 
more, wood hard, compact, yellowish-white, nearly odourless and 
tasteless, pale brown scaly epiblema, when scraped, especially near 
the stem, a strong odor of valerianate of amyl. Tonic and febri- 
fuge, used with great success in yellow fever. Guettarda angelica, 

6. JuNCA. — Round and ficoid nut-sized tubercles of an ipecacuan- 
ha colour, rough with scales and mai'ked with transverse ridges, at- 
tached in an irregular moniliform manner to a common runner, 
section waxy, disclosing a large grey central portion with inter- 
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spersed fibres, and surrounded by a rose tinted cork-like envelope 
and brownish narrow circumscription. Odour of copaiba. Cyperus 
esculentus, 

1. Maracuga. — Petiolated, elliptical, acuto-acdminate papy- 
raceous leaves, six inches in length, olive green colour above, 
glossy and lighter green below, midrib and lateral veins distinctly 
marked, margin narrowly recurved, forming an apparent circum- 
scriptional veinlet, two bud-like appendages on petiole a little 
below lamina; tendrils. Spasmodic coughs. Passiflora quadran- 

gularis. 

8. This packet, labelled Mentrasto and Ageratum conyzoideSj 

contained two very distinct herbs. The first columniferons and 
hoary, with alternate petiolate, ovate, bidentat^, acuminate leaves. 
The second plant has opposite branches and tough wood, with 
petiolate, serrulate leaves, on the upper part of the stem the per- 
sistent diverging pedicels of flDwers or fruit remain in groups of 
three; odour of the pink tribe. Emmenagogue, <fec. 

9. Rabo de Tatu. — Apparently the tuberculous stems of an 
epiphytic orchid,' a foot long, one inch diameter, fusiform, covered 
with a dry, silver grey, fibrous pellicle, narrow transverse bands 
at intervals of an inch, furrows .longitudinally parallel, colour 
yellowish green, transverse section elliptical, structure monocotyle- 
donons, condition mucilaginous within. Chest affections. 

John Babksb Smith, 
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CAMPHOR POISONINGh. 
The Druggists^ Circular contains the following: "A correspon- 
dent of the London JPhamiaceutical Journal relates a remarkable 
case of poisoning, the leading features of which are as follows, 
and they will serve to strengthen the suggestion of the Druggists* 
Circular that especial care should be exercised in the sale of cam- 
phor: " While some camphor was being weighed out a lad of 
thirteen picked up two small pieces and took them away with him 
for the purpose of floating and burning them. Soon afterward 
he began nibbling the camphor, and as it afterward appeared, 
liking the taste of it, continued to do so until he had eaten the 
two pieces. This was about 4 o'clock in the afternoon. Four 
hours afterward the child was with his brother in the dispensary 
looking on, and was observed to do something which elicted the 
remark, *Are you dreaming?' No reply was given by the child, 
and it was noticed that something was wrong with him; his eyes 
were fixed in a stare^ and be 3tood QLOtionless and unoonsious. His 
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brother took him up to carry him in an adjoining room, where his 
father was, when he immediately became convulsed and perfectly 
rigid, with his head and legs bent back, so that he could only be 
placed on his side on the floor. Th^ convulsions increased until 
the flesh from the head to the shoulder pecame purple, and the 
pulse decreased rapidly until it could not be felt. The body then 
lost its rigidity and was apparently lifeless; but in about ten 
secoDds the pulse could again be felt, the convulsions returned,, 
and the child foamed at the month. Applications of cold water 
brought him round in about four minutes; violent vomiting then 
ensued; the child was for a time hysterical, but within an hour 
from the first attack he was so far recovered that he could be put 
to bed. The child afterward described the pieces of camphor 
which he ate as being each half the size of his thumb, and the as- 
sistant who noticed him take out one piece thought it most have 
been about sixty grains in weight. The effects produced in this 
case were more severe than in any of those previously reported, 
and there was the further difference, that unconciousness preceded^ 
the convulsions, while in thfe other cases it followed them." 
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SULPHATE OF QUININE AS AN EXCITANT OP 

THE UTERUS. 

In a contribution to La Presse Medicale JBelge much testimony 
is brought forward in support of the power that sulphate of qui- 
nine possesses of awakening and exciting the action of the uterus.. 
•Dr. Paiil reports two observations proving its efficacy for exciting 
the contractions of the fatigued uterus. Dr. Voghera says that 
quinine, given to some women who, during pregnancy, were at- 
tacked with neuralgia, or for other causes, provoked abortion; 
that, given to some women at the full term of pregnancy, it 
brought on labor; and that, when these women experienced slight 
irregular pains, the sulphate of quinine rapidly caused the expul- 
sion of the fcBtus. It likewise facilitates the expulsion of the 
placenta, by exciting uterine contractions, and when, in the puer- 
peral state, the lochia are suspended, a dose of quinine is sufficient 
to reestablish them. He likewise states that, in some rare cases, 
the prolonged use of quinine suppressed the lacteal secretion, and 
brought on the menstrual flux. 

Dr. Omboni Vincent relates two cases of difficult labor from 
inertia of the uterus, and two cases of metrorrhagia that were 
overcome by quinine. 
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Dr. Louis Aporti declares to have found it a more prompt and 
energetic action than in ergot 

Dr. Losi Carlo likewise congratulates himself on having sub- 
stituted quinine for ergot, and asserts to have found it a powerful 
medicine either to awaken suspended contractions or to strengthen 
them where they were weakened. 

Dr. Bouque recounted a very interesting observation of a case of 
metrorrhagia, rebellious to every other treatment than quinine. 
He admits that quinine is endowed with excito-motor powers over 
the vaso-mortor nerves, and in this manner explains its haemosta- 
tic power in every case where contraction of the capillaries is in- 
sufficient or wanting. — Nashville Jour, of Med. and Surg. 
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KUMYSS PREPARED FROM CO^W'S MILK AND 

ARTIFICIAL. KUMYSS. 

These kindb of kumyss are prepared in different ways. 

1. From fresh warm cow's milk: the milk is diluted with one- 
third or one-quarter of water, and one tablespoonful of cane sugar 
is added to each bottle of milk (a bottle contains from 600 to 650 
grms. of water at tjie ordinary temperature), and a bottle of or- 
dinary yeast. It is still better to add one-quarter of a bottle of 
old kumyss, if it is to be had; then the whole mixture is put into 
thick beer bottles, well stoppered, and placed in a cellar; it must 
be from time to time agitated, to prevent the coagulation of casein. 
In three days the kumyss is ready, and must be drunk when fresh ; 
as prepared in this way it does not keep a very long time. 

2. Skimmed milk might be used without being diluted, aad 
kumyss prepared in the same way as above. 

3. Instead of diluting the milk with water, it might be diluted 
with whey. 

4. Dr. Schwalbe gives a recipe for the preparation of artificial 
kumyss as follows: 100 grms. of condensed milk are dissolved in 
1^ litres of water, 15 grms, of alcohol, in form of rum or cognac 
(brandy), are added, also 1 grm. of lactic acid or 0.5 grms. citric 
acid, and this is saturated with carbonic acid in the usual way for 
preparing soda-water; the mixture must be well agitated, being 
in the soda-water apparatus, and the kumyss is ready after 24 to 
48 hours. 

5. Recipe for the preparation of kumyss given by Professor 
Julius Trapp, in St. Petersburg: 
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Take 24 lbs. of mare's milk and 4 ounces of honey, and mix them. 

The yeast to be added is prepared in the following way: 1 ounce 
of semen-panici miliacei reduced to flour, 1 ounce of b^er-yeast 
and enough milk added to m^ake a semi-solid mixture, which is put 
in a linen-bag and immersed in the mixture of milk and honey. 
The whole is covered with a cloth and exposed for 24 hours to a 
temperature of about 30 to 36° R. Then the liquid is strained, 
put in bottles of thick glass, well corked, and put in a cold place, 
because kumyss acts like soda-water or champagne, owing to its 
great amount of carbonic acid, and may burst the bottles. 

Professor Trapp advises making kumyss from cow's milk to 
w^hich \ of water has been added. 

We have seen above that this additional quantity of water is 
variable as well as the temperature at which kumyss is to be pre- 
pared, according to different authors. 

In general the subject is not as yet sufiiciently studied; although 
it deserves, as it seems to me, to be thoroughly tried, as possess- 
ing many a valuable quality. — Med, Record, 
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ON THE USE OF TINCTURE OF ARNICA EXTERN- 
ALLY. 
By a. Patze, M. D. 

Though the German name for arnica is Wbhlverleih — weal-be- 
stowing — it deserves this name only under the condition that it be 
properly applied, for it has not only its well-defined indications, 
but also such serious, terrifying centra-indications that German 
governments, especially the Prussian, classing Arnica among the 
Acria, have already, more than fifty years ago, issued laws to 
their apothecaries prohibiting its sale, except on prescriptions from 
authorized physicians. 

Experiments with Arnica on horses have, according to Schuch- 
ardt, rendered the following results: small doses accelerated the 
pulse, raised the temperature of the skin, increased the secretion 
of urine, and caused tremor of the muscles. The violence of 
these phenomena increased with the augmentation of the dose, 
causing frequent evacuations of fsBces and urine, violent tremor, 
accelerated respiration and prostration. Injections of an infusion 
Arnica-flowers into the veins caused considerable excitation, soon 
followed by intense languidness, vertigo, and even death, and on 
examination the organs of the chest and abdomen, the cerebrum 
and spine were found engorged with blood. 
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In man the series of symptoms are the following: any part of 
the Arnica-plant applied to the skin causes an itching, burning 
sensation, accompanied by redness; t&ongh its fragrance is agree- 
able, it will, in closer proximity, cans'e sneezing, so mach so, that 
the Savoyards are nsing it instead of snnff. Small doses of 4 to 
10 grains exert an irritating effect on the fances and larynx, on 
the stomach and the alimentary canal, manifesting itself by a 
burning, scratching sensation, cardialgia, abdominal pains, nausea, 
belching, vomiting, frequent evacuations, the circulation is acceler- 
ated, accompanied by increase of warmth of the body, the secre- 
tions are increased, especially those of the urine, the skin and the 
lungs. The continued use of the Arnica will cause numbness of 
the head, vertigo, mental depression, restless sleep, oppression of 
the lungs, jerking pains, like electric strokes, in the extremities, 
<fec. ; increase of the dose will aggravate all these phenomena, es- 
pecially the affections of the brain. 

The hot infusion acts severer than the tincture, and the floweis 
are more exciting than the root. This series of symptoms indi- 
cates that Arnica mav find its place in all those diseases which 
manifest a character of torpor, wherever an acceleration of the 
circulation is desirable, in order to remove and scatter stagnating 
humors. 

Arnica is in Germany so extensively, so frequently used, that 
some apothecaries have to keep the infusion, by the qmart, on hand 
preparing it every morning fresh ( 3 j of the flowers steeped for 
15 minutes in 6 ounces of boiling water). It has maintained its 
old reputation as Wohlverleih in a variety of cases, especially 
where the vitality of the nerve-centres, brain and 'spine, is op- 
pressed, in extravasations, paralysis consequent upon apoplectic 
strokes, rheumatism, catarrh, pleurisy and pneumonia, in trau- 
matic commotions of the brain, in typhoid fevers with torpor and 
paralytic affections, &c. 

The external use of Arnica is very limited, and especially con- 
traindicated in recent traumatic cases; it should never be applied 
before all tendency to inflamation is removed by the antiphlogistic 
applications; it can therefore seldom find its place before the lapse 
of seven days after the injury ; then, and not before then, the 
tincture, properly diluted in combination with other remedies for 
the stimulation of the capillary vessels may be applied, perhaps like 
this: 9 Tincture flor. Arnica | ss, Aceti | ss, Aq. Camphor® § vj d. 
g. for external use. — New Itemedies^ 
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THE USE OF PODOPHYLLIN. 
M. Dbmakquay having of late made frequent use of this sub- 
stance at the Masion Municipale de Sante, where a large propor- 
tion of the patients are women, M. Merchant, his student, pub- 
lished in the Bulletm de Therapy for August 30th an account of 
the results that have been obtained on forty patients to whom it 
has been administered. Three only resisted its effects and in these 
the constipation was rendered obstinate by mechanical obstacles. 
As a general rule its effects take place about twelve hours after 
its administration, the most extreme periods on either hand that 
were observed having been seven and nineteen hours. The med- 
icine acted with little or no pain, either prior or subsequent to 
the stools; but it was often found that the patient had an inclina- 
tion for stool without any result. This was especially the case in 
the subjects of obstinate constipation, and was obviated by in- 
creasing the dose, or, better still, by more frequent repetition of the 
remedy. The stools produced are remarkable for their non-diar- 
rhoeic character, being semi-liquid only, and often normal in color 
and consistence; and podophyllin may be long employed without 
producing any secretory disturbance in the canal, and without 
inducing super-purgation, to be followed again by constipation. 
The medicine may, however, act in this mischievous way if given 
in too large doses, (five to ten centigrammes, or f to ^ gr.), and 
without bearing due relation to the age of the patient and the 
degree of constipation. In the stools there is also found a con- 
siderable amount of bile when the dose is properly apportioned. 
The various accidents said by some authors to attend the use of 
podophyllin (as vertigo, sweating, loss of appetite, vomiting, dys- 
entery, etc.) have not been met with among M. Demakquay's pa- 
tients, even when the medicine has been continued for a long 
period. This may be attributed to the small doses given, which 
have never exceeded six centigrammes (9-10 gr.). The formula 
which, after various trials, has been found most conyenient, con- 
sists in a pill made of three centigrammes (6-13 gr.) of podophyllin, 
two i^i gr.), of extract of hyoscyamus, and two of soap. This 
pill also constitutes the best average dose for an adult. It will 
sometimes, however, be insufficient in the subjects of habitual con- 
stipation, while for children one or two centigrammes (1-6 to 1-3 
gr.) suffice.' When the three centigrammes (6-13 gr.) do not prove 
sufficient, the dose may be gradually increased, or, what is pref er- 

14 
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able, the pills may be given oftener, so that one is administered 
every twelve instead of every twenty-four hours. And when these 
do not suffice, it will be preferable in place of increasing the quan- 
tity of each dose, to repeat the pill every eight or six hours. At 
the end of the third day at latest the effect will have been pro- 
duced, it being also ezplainecl to the patient that the medicine is 
not extended to act as a purgative, but as a remedy against con- 
stipation; in order to secure the necessary patience. Stools once 
recured, the medicine must always be administered at the same 
time of the day, and the patient acquired the habit of going to 
stool. Ten or fifteen days may be required for this purpose, and 
then the doses must be gradually given at more prolonged periods; 
so that perhaps a month altogether may be required to overcome 
the constipation. — St. Louis Med. Jour. 



EXPULSION OF A LARGE GALL STONE. 
(Dr. G. Y. Dessaubr, in Valparaiso. Vol. 66, Feb. 1876.) 

A Freneh lady had previously had several severe attacks of 
colic. When the doctor was called to see her she had been suf- 
fering again for a fortnight from colic and constipation, and had 
vomited almost everything during the last eleven days. Thera- 
peutics had not influenced her. He noticed the presence of jaun- 
dice, and found a rapid pulse. The liver was enlarged, and a 
tumor of the size of a fist was observed in the lumbar region, 
while another one of about twice this size was situated near the 
bauhinian valve. His diagnosis was gall stone colic. The treat- 
ment consisted mainly in the application of eleven clysters, each 
of which contained six grains of opium. These were followed, 
until the next day, by copious stools, while the patient's state be- 
came better. A gall stone as large as a walnut was detected in 
the stools. Its base presented a single f acette. By this the phy- 
sician was induced to announce the passage of a secoitd stone, 
which, indeed, occurred two days afterwards. Both stones fitted 
exactly together; and, if combined, they have the size of a small 
hen's egg. Before the second stone had passed there were' given 
six clysters, containing, together, thirty-six grains of opium. The 
patient made a quick recovery, and it is remarkable that no symp- 
toms of intoxication were observed, in spite of the enormous dose 
of one hundred and two grains of opium administered to the pa- 
tient within a few days. Prof. Virchow adds: that both stones 
were sent to him; that they consisted of cholesterine and pigment; 
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andy that the bile duct was not dilated, when the stones were 
passed, but that these must have caused an uloeratian of the duct 
beforehand, followed by an ulceration of the duodenum. He re- 
marks that stones of this size are rarely passed during life. — Det, 
jRev. of Medicine. 



^i» 



OF 

Therapeutics and Materia Medica. 

The Skin and Bodily Temperature. 

The following conclusions are given by Dr. Wintemitz on the 
importance of the cutaneous function with regard to the heat of 
the body. His paper is given in Stricher's Jahrlmcher. 

1. The increase and diminution of loss of heat from the skin can 
be stated approximately in figures. 

-2. Experiments show that the giving ofE of heat may vary more 
than 60° downward, and more than 92° upward. 

3. Such a variation in loss of heat can compensate variations in 
the production of heat three times the normal amount. 

4. The discoverable variations in the loss of heat suffice to ex- 
plain the constancy of temperature, so far as it exists under the 
usual cooling and warming influences. 

5. The diminution in the loss of heat, consequently its retention, 
after previous loss, even if the production remain constant, is suf- 
ficient to replace in a short time the loss of temperature. 

6. A diminution in the loss of heat alone can in many cases ex- 
plain a febrile rise of temperature. 

7. The possible increased loss of heat of more than 92° explains 
the frequently observed rapid disappearance of fever. 

8. Ther^ is, consequently, no doubt that one of the most impor- 
tant factors in the regulation of temperature is to be found in the 
functions of the skin. — Med, and Surg. Reporter, 

Cr.dmation in Europe. 

Our European exchanges state that in the cemetery at Milan 
there is a special erection for burning bodies. In Germany the 
cremationists have decided to hold an annual meeting at Gotha, 
where an officinal sanction by the Government has been given to 
to this system for the disposition of the dead. In Paris a new 
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society has recently been announced, named " The General Associ- 
ation for the Study and Practice of Cremation." The presidency 
of it has been offered to Victor Hugo. 

Meanwhile, the Hygiene Commission of Paris, in its report on 
cremation, states that, while the practice would offer many advan- 
tages, a great, if not insuperable, objection to it would be found 
in the impossibility, in the event of its adoption, of detecting 
certain crimes, thus rendering a necropsy imperative in all cases 
of death. — 3fed. and Surg, Jieporter. 

Torsion of Arteries. 

Since 18V1, M. Tillaux has not ligated the arteries in his opera- 
tions, and in over one hundred major operations, in which he has 
employed torsion, he has not had a single case either of primary 
or of secondary hemorrhage. In a memoir on this subject, read 
before the Societe de Chimrgiey he draws the following conclu- 
aions: 

1. Torsion is applicable to all arteries, and especially to the 
large ones. 

2. Only one pair of forceps is required for the operation. 

3. The artery should be seized obliquely, and not perpendicu- 
larly to its axis. 

4. The torsion should be continued until the end seized by the 
forceps is detached. 

5. It is useless to limit the torsion; it confines itself to the por- 
tion seized, or, at most, to one or two centimetres beyond this. 

6. Atheroma is no counter-indication to torsion. 

7. Torsion favors inmiediate union. 

8. Torsion prevents primary hemorrhage as well as the ligature 
does. 

9. Torsion presents a better safeguard against secondary he- 
morrhage than the ligature. — Med, Record. 



Meninsitis and Ersot. 

Dr. Sumrall writes us that he has come to the conclusion that 
deaths produced by compressed air are not caused by super-oxy- 
dation of the blood, but by meningitis. Immediately after the 
removal of pressure, in such cases, the vascular system dilates to 
its utmost, though the intercranio-spinal portion of it cannot, 
from its situation, dilate proportionately. The result is that this 
latter current is slowed, while that in the arteries and veins of the 
rest of the system is increased. 
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The result of this slowing is meningitis, and the rational treat- 
ment consists in restoring the proportionate calibres of the vessels. 
This may be accomplished by ergot. Of five cases of meningitis 
treated by other methods all died, while of seven who took ergot 
all recovered. His diagnosis in such cases was: Vascular dilata- 
tion, the result of a neurosis. The fluid extract was the form used, 
and it was given in drachm doses, repeated at suitable interv^als. — 
The Medical Itecord, 



The Gurjun Oil Treatment of Leprosy. 

Dr. Lachman Doss, Sen., who has charge of a leper asylum, gives 
the following results which he obtained by treating twenty-five 
male lepers during eight months with an emulsion of equal parts 
of gurjun oil and lime-water, given in half -ounce doses twice a day. 
One part of the oil and three parts of lime-water were churned 
together until a mass like butter was formed which was applied by 
thorough inunction for two hours daily. The effects of his treat- 
ment do not exactly coincide with those described by Dr. Dougall, 
but still do not differ widely from them in the most prominent 
points. Under its use the ulcers have healed and became covered 

by cicatricial tissue; the thickness of the skin is to a certain extent 
reduced; swelling of the skin considerably gone down; tubercular 
elevations nearly all subsided; sensation has partially returned, 
particularly to the uppei* extremities; the itching sensation of the 
skin and general irritability of the body have almost entirely abated; 
patches of discoloration greatly faded awaj'^, the change taking 
place from the circumference to the center, and assumed a level 
with the surrounding skin, but they still look lighter in color and 
are insensible to touch. From what has been mentioned above it 
may easily be inferred that the result goes to prove the value of 
the oil as a remedy in leprosy, especially, it would seem, when the 
treatment is commenced soon after the first manifestation of the 
disease; but there are as yet no satisfactory data to show that this 
drug is a specific for this malady. Of the twenty-five cases selec- 
ted for this experiment, twenty are still in the hosj^ital, four having 
died during treatment; while one absconded. — Dnig. Circ. and 
Chem, Gazette. 



A Large Dose of Ammonia. 

" Some time ago, while attending a woman to whom I had oc- 
casion to give brandy and ammonia, I one evening left a four-ounce 
bottle of aromatic spirits of ammonia standing upon a shelf in 
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the house. The next morning, to my ntter surpriBe, I found the 
bottle empty, and upon inquiry learned that the husband had 
drunk the contents, at once, during the night, evidently under the 
impression that it contained brandy. 

'^ He had vomited once very slightly, and complained only of a 
moderate amount of burning in the fauces and epigastrium. I 
gave him an emetic of ipecac, mixt plentifully with vinegar, and 
^ followed its operation by a dose of castor oil similarly flavored. 

*^ The man suffered no inconvenience beyond a few days' gastric 
irritation and diminished appetite, although he had swallowed four 
ounces — less about a drachm-r-of undiluted aromatic spirits of 
ammonia. — New Remedies, 



Urine— Its Relations to SIcin Diseases in General. 

Dr. L. Duncan Bulkley {Archiv. Dermatology^ Oct., 1875), in 
an elaborate discussion of original and collated observations upon 
the relations of the urine to skin diseases, concludes: 

1. The urine represents the state of the blood as well as Hhe in- 
tegrity of the kidneys, and conversely the state of the secretion 
from the skin, and is, therefore, of very great importance in the 
study and treatment of diseases of the skin. 

2. The circulation in the blood of excrementitious substances, 
uric, hippurio and oxalic acids and urea,, given experimentally, 
has been followed by eruptions on* the skin. 

3. Uric acid is found in the blood of gouty patients, also in 
blisters raised upon them. It has also been found in the fluid 
contained in the vesicles of eczema. Urate and phosphate of soda 
have been recovered from the contents of pemphigoid bullae in a 
case of psoriasis. Hippuric acid has been demonstrated in the 
scales of ichthyosis. 

4. Urea is a normal ingredient of the sweat, has been recovered 
in a notable quantity from the prespiration of a gouty patient in 
a Turkish bath, and has also been found to be excreted in quantity 
on the skin in certain fatal cases of chronic kidney disease. Urate 
of soda has been found crystallized on the skin of eczematous 
legs in gouty subjects. 

5. The rate of secretion of the urine varies greatly with the 
state of the cutaneous surface, cold applications increasing and 
warm diminishing it. Daily bathing increases the total solid con- 
stituents in the urine, the urea and uric acid being increased. Pro- 
fuse sweating diminishes the quantity, raises the specific gravity, 
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inoreases the urates and chlorides. Complete suppression of ex- 
halation by varnishing the skin, causes death from uremia with 
albuminuria and the production of triple phosphates in different 
parts of the body. 

Dangers of Breathing by the Mouth. 

Dr. Guye {Arehiv/ur OhrenheUkunde — London Med. JRecord^ 
March 15, 1876) directs attention to the evils of breathing by the 
mouth. To appreciate these it must be remembered that the f unc- 
t;ions of the nose in respiration are threefold. 

1. The olfactory sense secures it against the entrance of impure 
air. 

2. The moisture of the nasal passages gives a certain degree of 
aqueous saturation to the inspire 1 air, the contact of which is thus 
rendered less irritating to the mucous membrane of the throat and 
liurynz. 

3. The inequalities of the organ retain solid particles suspended 
in the air, which is proved by the quantity of dust sometimes 
found accumulated in the nostrils. These functions are all lost in 
breathing by the mouth. Further, the contact of dry air soon 
produces circulatory troubles in the pharyngeal region, and even 
an. habitual catarrh, susceptible of easy transmission by continuity 
to the eustachian tube and cavity of the tympanum. Granular 
adenoid pharyngitis of^en has this origin. Niemeyer believed 
that attacks of pseudo-croup in children have their origin in dry- 
ness of the glottis produced by oral respiration. To enable the 
patient to breathe through the nose we must restore the nose to 
its proper condition, and then in children stop the mouth by an 
impervious respirator. Many cases of catarrhal deafness were 
cured in this way alone. 

A New Kind of Safety Lamp. 

The police and watchman of Paris, especially those stationed in 
warehouses and factories containing: inflammable materials, have 
for some time been provided with a new safety-lamp. A small 
piece of phosphorus, about the size of a pea, is introduced into a 
small bottle of cut glass, and boiling olive oil poured into it, until 
it fills about ^ of the bottle; the bottle is then immediately closed 
with a good cork. If it is desired to use the lamp, the stopper is 
lifted for a moment, to allow the access of air. Immediately the 
empty space in the bottle is illuminated, and sheds a clear light, 
resembling that from a so-called dark-lantern." As soon as the in- 
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tensity of the light diminishee, a renewed lifting of the stopper 
will again revive it. Such a lamp may be used for about six 
months before requiring renewal. — J^evj Hemedies, 

Cancer of the Testicle in an Infant. 

A healthy child, eight months old, was recently brought to M. 
Depaul on account of a solid cylindrical tumor situated it the left 
side of the scrotum. It was continuous with the cord, and mea- 
sured 1 1-5 inches in length by 4-5 inch in width. The skin was 
movable over the tumor^ and there was no effusion into the tunica 
vaginalis. There was neither pain nor tenderness. Soon after- 
wards the skin of the scrotum became red and adherent to the 
tumor at one point, where later on an abscess opened spontaneously. 
Through the fistulous opening about one-third of the tumor es- 
caped and formed a hernia. CastratiGn was performed without 
an anaesthetic, when the child was ten months old. The operation 
was easily performed; the cord was rapidly divided by an ecraseur, 
and there was neither premary nor secondary hemorrhage. Fifteen 
days after the operation the wound had almost entirely cicatrized. 
The tumor, immediately after the operation, presented a wrinkled 
appearance in the part involved in the hernia, but was smooth in 
the rest of its extent. On section it presented a yellowish white 
color, and a cancerous juice was obtained by scraping. Microsco- 
pical examination proved it to be a cancer, but of a mixed compo- 
sition; in one part it was sarcomatous, while the greater part was 
scirrhous. — Med. Mecord, 



Narceine. 

For the purpose of assuaging the attack in whooping cough, 

we have one remedy, a very good one, that is narceine, adminis- 
tered either in pills of one centigramme (about 1-7 of a grain Tr.) 
or what is better for infants in syrup as according to the follow- 
ing formula: ' 

9 Narceine; 25 Centigrammes, 
Syr. Simpl. 500 Grammes. 
Acid Acetic gtta. q. q. 

Each tablespoonful will represent one ctgr. of narceine; for 
very young children we can commence with half a tablespoonful, 
which will make the dose a demi-centigramme. Two and even 
three centigrammes can be given in 24 hours. 

The attacks of cough ccming on at night are almost certainly 
avoided by the aid of this simple remedy. — Cin. Lan. and Observ. 
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Unusually Hisih Temperature in a Puerperal Patient. 

Dr. S. W. Torry reports a case of this kind occurring in a 
primipara, who was delivered naturally of a healthy infant. For 
two days after confinement her condition was normal, the temper- 
ature being 99°. On the third day, she was found restless and 
-with tender breasts. She had not slept the previous night, owing 
to the severe pains from prolapsed piles. Pulse 106, respiration 
natural, tongue moist, with temperature under tongue at the end 
of three minutes of 108°, and at the end of five minutes 108.5°. A 
mass of piles were found protruding from the anus; they were not 
inflamed, and were returned by gentle manipulation. There was 
neither nausea, pain in the abdomen, nor any sensitiveness over 
the uterus upon pressure. Ten drops of veratrum viride, and 
ten grains of Dover's powder were administered. The next morn- 
ing the temperature was 100°, the milk flow was established, and 
there were no symptoms of metritis or peritonitis. The doctor 
regards the unusual high temperature as due to the irritation of 
the piles, increased by the milk fever. — Med. Record, 



The Exposure of Spiritualism. 

A public stance was recently given at Chickering Hall, by Mr, 

W. Irving Bishop, for the purpose of exposing some of the im- 
positions connected with spiritualism. His hands were bound be- 
hind him, and while seated on a chair were tied to a ring in a fixed 
upright. His head was secured to the same upright by a piece of 
muslin encircling his neck, and his feet were tied together. While 
thusy secured he rang bells, played on the guitar, drove nails into 
a board, covered his head with an inverted pail, and performed 
behind a screen other astonishing feats. The screen being removed , 
the same performances were repeated. The length of hand, flexi- 
bility of wrist and trunk, and the looseness of the skin of the 
wrist, enabled the performer to accomplish these wonders without 
a great deal of effort, and despite the tight bandages. Notwith- 
standing his limited opportunity for movement he could bring his 
hands sufliciently forward, by sliding the skin of the wrist, to 
manipulate with comparative ease. The performances were under 
the auspices of the St. John's Guild, and were well patronized. 
Dr. W. A. Hammond opened the entertainment with an address 
on the history of humbuggery. He traced it^from the dark ages 
down to the present, giving illustrations of the gullibility of 
certain confiding individuals, and concluded with an allusion to 
the differences of opinion among neurologists concerning the value 
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of the ophthalmoscope in the detection of brain disease. — Med. 
Record, 



Antl-Salivatlon Powder.— (Panas). 

5. Pulv. Cinchon. Cort., 15 Grammes. 

« G. Catechu., 16 " 

" Acidi Tannic, 2 " 

Alum, et Potass. Salphat., 1 ^* 

Ess. Month, yel. Anis., g. s. 

M. 
The gnms are to be well rubbed with this powder several times 
a day, to prevent or diminish swelling of the gums, in patients 
using mercury— especially those making inuctions with the Na- 
politane Ointment. — Cincinnati Lancet and Observer. 

Atropine for Urticaria, 

In a case of chronic urticaria in a young unmarried woman, 
against which all other remedies proved useless, Fraentzel em- 
ployed with great success Atropia in doses of 6 milligrammes. 
5. Atropia. Sulphat., 0,006 (milligr.) 

Argill, q. s. ut. ft. 

Pellul No. i. — Three such pills to be taken daily. — Cincinnati 
Lancet and Observer. 



Bromo-Chloraium. 

For purification of premises, when all has been done that can be 
in the way of removal of offensive material, Bromo-Chlobalum 
is an efficient, non-poisonous, odorless deodorizer and disinfectant; 
and for the sick room of persons affected with contagious diseases 
especially valuable, as it possesses no offensive properties. — UTie 
Sanitarian. 



Jaborandi. 

Dr. Wm. Caig, Lecturer on Materia Medica, Edinburgh School of 
Medicine, {Edinburgh Med. Jowt.^ Jan. 1876) writes that "the 
following may be regarded as well-ascertained facts regarding 
jaborandi: 

1. Its leaves are possessed of remarkable sialagogue and dia- 
phoretic properties. 

2. Boiling water is capable of esltracting the most, if not the 
whole of these properties. 

3. A strained infusion seldom produces any untoward results. 

4. On account of the large quantity of indigestible materials in 
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the ' dregs,' these, when swallowed, must produce unpleasant ef- 
fects. 

5. A substance of a semi-fluid consistence, destitute of acidity 
and having the characteristic odor-of jaborandi, may be separated, 
possessing all the activity of the drug, and which is probably an 
alkaloid. 

6. The dose will be found to be 1-1 2th to \ grain of this alkaloid, 
and of the infusion as much as corresponds to Ave or ten grains 
of the leaf- 



Medical Diploma for Women. 

The Brittish Medical Journal states that the council of the 
Royal College of Surgeons of England has arrived at the import- 
ant decision to admit women to examination for its license in mid- 
wifery. This diploma will entitle them to a place on the Medical 
Register^ and will give them a legally recognized position in this 
country as practitioners in the obstetric department of medicine 
and surgery* The clause in the College Charter under which the 
right to admission has been claimed, was, it appears, expressly 
framed by the use of the word " persons," to meet the case of 
female as well as of male practitioners; and the college has been 
advised that it could not legally refuse to admit duly educated 
women to examination for this diploma. 

The St. Louis Eclectic Medical College opens its doors and 
offers every encouragement to women of noble purposes and 
steady aims. — Ed. 

Large Non-Fatal Dose of Chloral Hydrate. 

Dr. J. S. wellford was called to a child 3 years old, who had 
accidentally taken twenty grains of chloral hydrate in solution. 
The child slept camly and awoke refreshed, without receiving any 
treatment. — Virginia Med. Monthly. 

Health Officer Port of New York. 

Dr. Austin Flint, Jr., who was recently nominated by Govenor 
Tilden for Health Officer of the Port of New York, we regret to 
say, has not been confirmed by the State Senate. No better ap- 
pointment could certainly have been made, and his rejection is due 
merely to the inconvenient circumstances that the Governor and 
the Legislature are of different political persuasions. Consequent- 
ly, Dr. Vanderpoel will continue in office at least until January 
next, when the Legislature meets again. — Am. Med. Weekly. 
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Atlas of Skin Diseases. 

By Lewis A. Duhiung, M. D., Professor of Skin Diseases, in 

the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania^ etc. 

Philadelphia; J. B. Lippincott and Co., 1876. Royal 4to, $2.50 
per part. 

Part 1: Eczema (erythematosum). Psoriasis, Lupus erythema- 
tosus, Syphiloderma (pustulosum). 

We are especially fortunate, just now, in the " exhibit " — as 
the saying is now in Philadelphia — of works on skin diseases, and 
if anything could be lacking in the character of the work just 
noticed, it is fully made up in this new venture of Professor 
Duhring's. This, if we remember correctly, is not the first at- 
tempt of the author, to give. us an atlas of skin diseases, but the 
former was by the photographic process, and was essentially un- 
satisfactory, owing to the necessity for the use of color in show- 
ing the features and characteristic appearances of dermic affec- 
tions. In the present instance, Mr. Hermann Faber, the artist 
whose work is familiar to those who have seen the publications of 
the Surgeon General's office, has furnished the portraits, and Mr. 
F. Moras has reproduced them by means of chromo-lithography 
in a manner to excel any previous work of the kind with which 
we are acquainted. The text is by Dr. Duhring, and embraces a 
history of the cases represented, and general remarks upon the f ae- 
tures of each disease, its diagnosis, and its treatment. The inten- 
tion is to complete the series in eight or at most ten parts, and the 
lithographic drawings are to be erased after the limited edition is 
printed. 



Washing the Child. 

The future health of the infant depends to a great extent upon 
the manner and method of its first washing; especially is this true 
in regard to all cutaneous diseases. Almost every variety of ma- 
terial has been recommended for washing, and, whatever means 
are made use of, if the skin and the eyes become involved or 
diseased, very little can be done to overcome this until it has 
passed through childhood, if, perchance, the disease does not 
destroy it within the first two years. During our practice we 
have met with a large number of cases of the severest kind affec- 
ing both the skin and the eyes, and lasting for years, owing to the 
use of too irritating or poisonous soaps. While the medical 
profession all agree upon the fact of using a soap that should be 
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mild, all believe that soap or alkaline substances have more or 
less a destructive influence upon the skin. Others recommend 
the use of water and brandy or whiskey, which is worse than the 
soap, as it produces irritation of the skin by its rapid absorption, 
thus abstracting the animal heat, thereby destroying what is in- 
dispensable to infants. The irritable condition of the nervous 
system induced by irritation of the skin from any cause in infancy, 
induces, in a large number of cases, death. Hence the importance 
of avoiding the use of strong alkalies and alcoholic stimulants. — 
IsTexo YorJc JSclectic Medical Journal, 



The Pangenesis Theory. 

According to Pangenesis theory, the remarkable facts of inherit- 
ance, extending even to the reproduction of unimportant pecu- 
liarities of parts or organs, and the occasional outbreak of ancestral 
characters that have been dormant through several generations, 
are accounted for by the supposition that each part of an organism 
contributes its constituent and effective molecules to the germ and 
sperm particles. These dormant germules must be extremely 
minute as well as extremely numerous. Mr. Sorby assumes that 
they may be spheres, each containing a million molecules, and that 
one thousand of them would make a mass just within the reach of 
microscopic vision. — Paci^c Med. and Surg, Journal. 

Radical Cure for Piles. 

Dr. A. B. Bowen, of Magnoketa, Iowa, writes: "In a recent 
number of The Record^ my attention was directed to the treat- 
ment for ncevus by hypodermic injection. From the similarity of 
the anatomical structure of the naevns to hemorrhoidal tumors, I 
was induced to try the remedy. In the latter I used carbolic acid 
and ergot (fl. ext.) in equal parts, injecting from ten to fifteen 
minims of the solution into the spongy, vascular hemorrhoidal 
tumor. This was repeated about onoe a week for five or six times, 
when the tumor had entirely disappeared. I have tried this in 
* several cases, and it acts like a specific." — Paeijlc Med. and Surg. 
Jour, 



Experiment on Bile. 

At the Roman Academy of Medicine, lately, a paper was presen- 
ted by Professor Moriggia, entitled "Certain Chemico-organio Ex- 
periments on some New Properties of the Bile," which main- 
tained: — Ist. That the acid bile precipitates alkaloids an«l gluco- 
sides, and redissolves them if added in slight excess. Professor 
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Moriggia here asks whether the bile so prepared might not reason- 
ably be regarded as an antidote for the poisonous alkaloids and 
glu^osides; whether it is not capable of assisting the other antidotes 
more or less efficacious by its property of arresting the process of 
digestion of the gastric juice? 2d* That the bile precipitates all 
the albuminoids, or their derivatives, in acid solution; nay, that it 
is better supplied with this property than with the already known 
precipitants, while under given conditions it redissolves the pre- 
cipitate, if added in slight excess. 3d. That the mucus of the 
bile is in great measure digestible by the gastric juice. 4th. That 
the bile slightly acid has a strongly-marked antiseptic property. 5th. 
That the bile does not manifest any anti-digestive action on the 
saliva. — Med, and Surg, Iteporter, 

Proportion of Physicians to Populations. 

. The Registrar General of Great Britian, Dr. Farr, states that 
there is in the British army one surgeon to every 202 men; in the 
general population one medical practitioner only to every 1276 
men, women, and children living. At the census of 1871 the phy- 
sicians and surgeons enumerated were 14,684; assistant and medical 
students over twenty years of age, 3116. ^he proportion of med- 
ical men to the population has declined since 1851, when it was 
9.7 per 10,000 living, 8.3 in 1861, and to 7.8 in lSll.—Med.and 
Surg, Heporter 

The Opium Habit. 

It is remarkable, that having once tasted the solacing comforts 
of opium and its alkaloids, the human family will long for and 
seek indulgence in its lulling properties. 

The following statistics give a new coloring to this universal 
aptitude of our nation. 

An old and reliable apothecary in this city has been keeping an 
acurate watch over this branch of his business and is now able to 
assert, that during the last twelve years, every prescription con- 
taining opium or some of its preparations, which has been filled in 
his establishment has also been refilled trom one to fifty times. 

He looks upon this as proof of the' " strong weakness *' now 
growing upon our race. — St, Louis M^iec, Med. Jour, 

Conjunctivitis. 

A Swiss physician. Dr. Emmert, has found a solution of tannin, 
ifive to fifteen per cent., of excellent service in acute conjunctivitis. 
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Oi^e drop of the solution is put on the eye every two hours. — Nash, 
Jour. Med. and Surg, ' 



'Comnnon Tape Worm—Its Treatment. 

Dr. Burnton (London Lancet) gives the chief points in the 

treatment of tape worm as follows: 

1. A preliminary starvation of twenty-four hours. 

2. The administration of a combination of kameela and male 
fern, namely, two drachms of kameela to be rubbed up with a 
little gum and water till an emulsion is formed, and then two 
drachms of oil of male fern to be added, and the whole triturated 
in a mortar with a gradual addition of water till a three ounce 
mixture is formed, of which half is to be given at bed time, and 
the remainder four hours later. He had never known this to fail 
where the drugs were of proper quality. 

Toothache Remedy. 

Mr. C. A. Guild writes to The Clinic: ^' In last week's issue 

you quote Dr. Lardier on collodion for tootk-ache. I have found 
oollodion mixed with enough carbolic acid to form a jelly-like 
mass to be an excellent remedy for tooth-ache. About equal parts 
will form a ^^ stiff " jelly, which may be taken on the end of a 
pine stick and placed in the cavity of the aching tooth. The pain 
will be relieved almost instantly if it depends on an exposed nerve. 
I have found this the most reliable and convenient remedy I ever 
tried." ^ 



Ailanthus Qlandulosus in Dysentery 

Dr. Bonchardut proposes the following potion, to be taken two 

or three times through the day. ^ 

^ Infusion of Ailanthus, 15 to 20 grammes. 
(Chinese Sumach.) 

*Hydrolate. Flor. Aurantii, 10 granunes. 
Syrup Simple. 20 grammes. 

This infusion should be taken in chronic diarrhoea or dysentery 
for three or four days. As as injection 20 grammes of Ailanthus 
may be given. — Cincinnati Lancet and Observer, 

The latbst American story of an absent-minded man is that of 
a drug clerk, who filled his customer's bottles, and receiving there- 
for a nice new 25 per cent, scrip, pasted it on the bottle and put 
the label in the cash drawer. — Chem. and Drug. 

• Distilled Orange Flower Water. 
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Physical Peculiarities of the Nearo. 

Dr. A. W. McDowell {A^ner. Practitioner) gives the following 
observations : The pectoral mnscles are finely developed, but the 
lungs are less in weight than those of white men. The liver is 
larger; the lower bowel and spleen are smaller; enlargement of 
the spleen did not follow malaria in the negro. The brain weighed 
less than the white brain, but its size increased with the admixture 
of Caucasian blood. 



Guaiacum as a Remedy for Chronic Hoarseness. 

In chronic hoarseness arising from thickening of the vocal cords 
and adjacent membrane, the ammoniated tincture of guaiacum is 
often a very efficacious remedy. It may be mixed with equal 
parts of the syrup of senega, and a teaspoonful of the mixture 
given two or three times daily. — St. Louis Mec. Med, and Surg. 
Journal. 



An Old Medical Book. 

It is reported, says the Laficet, that the learned Orientalist, Ewers 
(? Ebers), has just discovered at Cairo a medical book written 3.600 
years ago. The time of publication is coevai with the rule of Jo- 
seph in Egypt. We think this one. of the most hopeful announce- 
ments for medical science we have met with. 



Milk Sickness From Poison Oak. 

Dr. J. H. Nichols {Clinic^ Jan. 15,) asserts that the milk sick- 
ness proceeds from the use of milk from cows that have fed on 
Rhus toxicodendron. Cows are very fond of the leaves of this 
plant, and Dr. Nichols speaks with perfect confidence as to its 
effects as above. 



Dr. Lucas, in his work on heredity, says: "The average of life 
plainly depends on locality, hygiene and civilization; but the in- 
dividual longevity is entirely exempt from these conditions. Every- 
thing tends to show that long life is the result of an internal 
principle of vitality which privileged individuals receive at their 
birth. It is so deeply imprinted in their nature as to make itself 
apparent in every part of their organisation. — Detroit JReview of 
Medicine. 
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DIGEST OP MEDICAL REPORTS. 



BT JOSEPH BATES, M. D. 



An analysis of five thousand cases of skin diseases. With re- 
marks upon some of the principal groups and oases. By James 
C. White, M. D., Professor of Dermatology in Harvard Univer- 
sity. 

PIBST PAPER. 

These cases are taken from the records of the out-patient de- 
partment for skin diseases of the Massachusetts General Hospital, 
and they include in consecutive order, all the cases which have 
been treated there during the past six years. — Boston Med. and 
Burg. Jour. Jan. 27, 1876. 

The value of such an analysis, and the remarks by the author 
will be found of incalculable benefit to all interested in the investi- 
gation and treatment of skin diseases. The paper should be 
carefully read entire to be properly understood and duly appreci- 
ated. 

Cue ABLE AND Incubable Diseases. — By John L. Cook, M. D., 
Henderson, Ey., (Read before the Kentucky State Med. Society, 

15 
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Henderson, Ky., Apr. 7, 1875.) The Dr. opens his paper as fol- 
lows: — Diseases of the heart have not been studied carefully, 
until recently, by country physicians, but with the present lights 
on the subject, no practitioner is excusable for not being able to 
recognize valvular lesions of this organ by physical signs. Dr. 
C, clearly illustrates, that, in di^eaFes of the heart, there are in- 
fallible indications which present themselves, upon examining the 
patient, that the disease is incurable. He regards all acute af- 
fections of the heart as coming into that catalogue within the 
range of possibility of cure. He very appositely remarks: — Al- 
though structural diseases of the heart are recognized by all as 
incurable, their fatality has been much over-estimated by the 
people. They cause great anxiety on the part of the sufferer, be- 
cause persons now and then die suddenly of these affections, 
whereas the real mortality compared with the whole number thus 
sick is much smaller thaa might be expected. For a physician to 
say after the death of his patient that he did the best he could, 
Dr. C, says, to his mind, is no excuse at all, for this is the plea of 
those steeped in utter ignorance, and the sooner they receive the 
rebuke of the profession the better it will be for mankind in 
general. Whenever we do (he says), the best we can, and what is 
correct, then I say well done good and faithful servants. His 
comparisons go to the mark. 

Here is one; — Station an incompetent engineer at his post on a 
steamboat, and when, frona his neglect, the boat blows up, soon 
after becomes wraped in flames, and half the passengers drowned, 
it will be an unpatisfactory excu^efor him to say he did the best 
he could. So with the physician. Nothing short of duty prop- 
erly performed will satisfy the demands of Justice. The. final 
conclusions, after reading this paper, may pe summed up into one 
short sentence, the truth of which no one need have a doubt — if 
we had better physicians our incurable diseases would be far less. 
To substantiate this view, he introduces Prof. Fordyce Barker, 
with a large practice in the city of New York, who never lost a 
case of laryngitis (croup), whether simple, acute or pseudo-mem- 
branous, and he has had (says Dr. C.) extensive experience in the 
management of this formidable disease in children. As he (B) 
cured all his patients that proves that there is a way by which 
all other physicians can do likewise if they treat their patients on 
the same scientific principles. Dr. C, adds; — "He (B) treats the 
disease heroically. He relies on turpeth mineral as an emetic; 
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and controls the pulse, ferer and mfiamBiation by large doses of 
veratrnm, carbonate of ammonia and quinine. In this we see 
sense, we see the disease jalated, we see the highest type of ra- 
tional medicine." — Virginia Med, Monthly^ Sept. 1875. 

Dry Earth for Ulcers of the Foot. — {Alege, Med, Zeitung^ 
Jnne 29, 1875.) — For the healing of gangrenous ulcers of the 
foot, the following procedure is recommended: — Take dry earth 
(like gypsum) and use in such a manner that a layer comes to lie 
upon the ulcer itself. This should be secured by meaos of a cloth 
moistened with pure water. The dressing remains twelve hours. 
In the Indian hospital very good results have been obtained by 
this application. — Virginia Med. Monthly. Sept. 1875. 

On the Local Treatment of Gangrenous Vulvitis in YouKa 
Girls by Iodoform Powder. — This agent according to the expe- 
rience of some of the most eminent European physicians proves 
the least uncertain method of circumscribing the limits of this af- 
fection. The topical application used at the Paris Children's Hos- 
pital by the distinguished surgeon M. Parrot, is the iodoform 
powder, which is absolutely painless in use. During^ several 
years, M. Parrot has been tolerably successful in his treatment of 
ulcerated gangrenous vulvitis; combating it by the use of dress- 
ings of concentrated solution of chlorate of potash frequently 
renewed, or cauterizations with nitrate of silver. But neither of 
these methods, nor others needless to recapitulate, have been so 
uniformly successful as the iodoform. Iodoform alone, tried as a 
last resource after other topical applications, generally appeared 
to arrest the invading progress of ulcer in two or three days, and 
to rapidly facilitate the appearance or fleshy germs in the bottom 
of the wound. Iodoform in this case acts in the same way as in 
chanerous bubos, fungous ulcers, and. hospital gangrene. But in 
order to attain the desired end the iodoform powder must be freely 
used; not the smallest portion of the wound must remain un- 
covered by it. When the bottom of the ulceration is very wet 
and the detritus plentiful, it is advisable to renew the dressing 
twice a day during the first two days. The author of this paper 
states that he has always very rapidly succeeded in modifying the ap- 
pearance of these ulcerations by the use of this dressing, and even 
ttat he has so completely arrested their progress that none, which 
have been treated in the way indicated, have exceeded the size of 
a sixpence. It must also be noticed that this arrest of extension 
is accompanied by a rapid disappearance of the contiguous cedema, 
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which raises the edges of the ulcerations and gives them a cnp- 
like appearance. — Am. Jour, of Med. Sciences^ J^ily? 1874. Also 
London Med, Recordy Apr. 1874. 

H. S. Baldwin, M. D., has a valuable paper on Puerperal Fever^ 
published in the Pacific Med, and 8urg, Jour, for June, 1875. 
(Read before the Sin Francisco Medical Society.) 

Pneumonttis — By H. Gibbons, Sr., M. D, (Read before San 
Francisco Med. Society.) 

Dr. G. — considers the statistics of this malady as almost worth- 
less. The disease lends itself, in this respect, to the theories and 
wishes and prejalioe§ of the practitloaer. He thinks there ap- 
pears to be a greit error in attempting to establish anything like 
n uniformity in the trdatni3nt for this disease. Its different forms, 
grale§, stages and complioations, and the varying conditions of 
the subjects when attacked, estiiblished so wide a range of pathol- 
ogical phenomeai, thit the attempt to designate any general ther- 
apeutic plan; he states, is irrational and absurd. In the open, 
inflammit>ry form, good nursing,' without active medication, will 
mostly be folio we 1 by reoovery. Bit it cannot be inferred fhe 
states) that treatment is useless. He cannot conceive of a case of 
pneumonitis that would not do better with than without positive 
treatment. The author states that he^has no question that oases 
of inflammation of the lungs sometimes arise, with pleuritis or 
extensive congestion, which would have been saved by the prompt 
depletion adopted by the older practitioners, but which die under 
the inefficient treatment now in fashion, Dr. Gibbons adds: — 
^'Let us contemplate for a moment the pathological conditions 
ptresented by a case of active inflimmation of the lungs with ex- 
tensive engorgement, springing up in a vigorous subject. The 
entire pulmonary tissue is. distended with blood, which cannot 
pass freely through the capillary vessels. The current is thrown 
back on the heart, which labors in vain, by increased effort, to 
force the circulation. The heart and blood vessels are filled with a 
normal supply of circulatory fluid, imperfectly aerated and stag- 
nated in all the capillaries. The patient complains of stricture — 
a cord tied around the chest — and he gasps for breath and begs 
you to relieve him. But lately he was in the full tide of health, 
and there has nbt been time for exhaustion or debility. Now, I 
appeal to every man who has witnessed the effect of venesection 
in a case like this, to say whether the armamentarium of our art 
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offers any remedy so prompt, €0 effectual, so comforting to the pa- 
tient, and so entirely free from all untoward consequences?" The 
author of this paper does not believe we have any substitute for 
the lancet in such cases. Veratrum, he admits, comes nearest to it, 
and after that, antimony. But neither of these can accomplish 
as much in six or twelve hours as bloodletting can do in ten 
miuutes. They may prove valuable, however aH adjuncts. He re- 
ports a case which I will epitomize, — J. G., aged 56, full habit, 
free drinker, though oot a drunkard, always strong and healthy 
till now, was attacked suddenly with paiD> in the right chest, with 
coucrh and difficult respiration. Kight lung presented the usual 
signs of inflammation. Pulse 100, full, strong and hard. Surface 
hot and dry. Dr. G. ordered a salice diaphoretic, with small 
quantities of antimony, and a warm fomentation to the chest. Ko 
improvement appearing, a consultation was proposed. The con- 
sulting physician proposed quinine and whisky, i^hich was adopted. 
This was in the forenoon. Towards evening an urgent message 
recalled Dr. G. — to see the patient, who was suffering more than 
ever from embarrassed respiration and a Eenee of smothering. 
Pulse more frequent, full, firm and corded; countenance euffueed. 
Dr. G.— opened a vein from which blood freely flowed, he took 
about twenty ounces, when at the signal given by the softened 
and failing pulse, he closed the vein and placed the patient at rest 
in bed. Alltraces of pain, stricture and oppression had vanished; 
nor did they return. Recovered rapidly and completely, and 
walked out in four or five days. 

The Dr. advises bloodletting only in cages of the kind to which he 
referred^ and in the early stage. — Pacific Med, and Surg, Jour, 

June, 1875. 

The Medical profession has been too much in leading strings 

relative to the treatment of Pneumonitis, and such papers as the 
above are loudly called for in these degenerate days of medical 
prescriptions. (Ed.) 

Bromide of Iron in Chorea. — In a clinical lecture in the Med- 
ical and Surgical Reporter, ol Philadelphia, Jan. 30, 1875, Dr. J. 
M. Dacosta says: I will now return iDriefly to the remedy we have 
already employed in this case with benefit, the bromide of iron. 
The Dr. mentions that he was led to this accidentally, at first, 
but having now used it for three or four years, his experience, 
from the treatment of a large number of cases giving abundant 
opportunity to witness its good effects, induces him to like it 
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better than any other one article in the treatment of chorea. He 
states that it should be given in increasing dose?, never commenc- 
ing with less than five grainb for a child, and rapidly increasing 
the dose to twenty. He gives it in plain syrup and water, in the 
form of a pill, or, better in an effervescing powder. It not only 
affects the chorea, but also impresses the nervous sygtem as a sed- 
ative, quieting it, and giving the patient rest. He adds, it is also 
a valuable agent in treating the incontinence of urine in children. 
It was in a case of this kind, complicating chorea, that he first 
observed its value; as the symptom which led to its administra- 
tion improved, the chorea also diminished, and soon disappeared. 
Since then Dr. D. — ha-? used it almost continously. He states 
that in local chorea, or clonic muscular spasm, such as twitching 
. the evelids, etc., in hysterical woaiea, are sometimes cured by this 
drug, after the failure of other remedies. In answer to the ques- 
tion whether it is the bromine or the iron that benefits, he thinks 
it is the combination; that neither alone accomplishes the result; 
for it benefits cases that have previously taken iron without im- 
provement, and, as regards the other bromides, we certainly can- 
not claim for them any especial value in chorea, as they frequently 
disappoint us. 

In closing the Dr. says ; " The remedy occasionally fails, as all 
remedies sometimes do in this obstinate affection, but it certainly 
is one of the most valuable agents we possess for the treatment of 
chorea. — Charleston Med. Jour. andHevlew, Apr. 1875. 

M. Ma.r3h, of Port Hudson, La., states that JSat/ Fever can be 
treated more sucoessfu'Jy by the use of Sir Astley Cooper's specific 
than by any other remedy, by using quinine as m malarious coun- 
tries, to break up all periodic tendency. He used this treatment 
successfully while practicing in the West and in this country, as it 
prevails here annually amongst the colored people and others dur- 
ing fodder pulling time. 

He remarks as follows; — "I think I shall put in my claim to the 
reward offered by the hay fever fraternity for resurrecting and 
Ibringing to their notice a remedy and formula that will stand even 
fwith, if not foremost of any other presented by the profession. — 
Medical and Surgical Reporter^ March Y, 1874. 

Typhoid Fevbb. — Dr. Crawford reports four series, of ten cases 
each, of typhoid fever. The first series was treated with altera- 
Jbives, turpentine, egg-nog, diuretics, with leeches, sponging, etc., 
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locally. There were six deaths. In the second series the treat- 
ment was stimulantSy natritious diet, and Dover powder. Three 
•deaths resulted. In the third group the treatment consisted in al- 
teratives, anodynes, stimulants, nutritious diet, strychnia, nitric 
acid, turpentine emulsions and diuretics. Two cases were fatal. 
None of the treatment in any of the preceding cases having had 
the slightest effect in lessening the '^ dead epithelium" on the '^sur- 
face of the digestive tube,'' the fourth group of cases was treated 
with dilute muriatic acid, beef tea and milk, with recovery in every 
•case. In all these ten cases there was an absence of diarrhoea, sup-, 
pression of urine, pneumonia complications, and indeed all other 
complications. The tongue was cleaned in an average of fifty-one 
hours from the commencement of the acid treatment, and with one 
or two exceptions remained clean during the course of the disease. 

He believes quinine aggravates the disease in all cases uncompli- 
cated with malaria. He avers that in two cases where, during the 
second week of the disease, the tongue was clean and moist, he 
tried the experiment of giving half grain doses of quinia Sulphas. 
The result was that in both cases *^a dry and irritable condition of 
the tongue" was induced within twenty-four hours. He believes 
muriatic acid is *^ths best remedy known" for typhoid fever. — Chi- 
cago Medical Journal, March, 1875. 

Trichina Spiralis and Trichiniasis. — Re%d before Detroit 
Academy of Medicine, by Judson Bradley, M. D., Detroit. Of all 
known parasites which infest the human subject, the trichina spir- 
alis (he says) is believed to be the most fatal to human life. These 
parasites have existed he thinks, from earliest times, and have been 
the cause of much suffering and many deaths before their existence 
was known. Dr. K. gives a good history of the disease, its symp- 
toms, treatment, etc. He says, if he were to suggest a line of treat- 
ment for trichiniasis, he should, if the patient is seeo early and the 
diagnosis su^e, first evacuate the bowels most thoroughly, to remove 
as many as possible of the mature worms from the alimentary can-, 
al. Then he would, by all means, during the second stage suppQrt< 
the patient on easily assimilated food, and give as much of the 
tinct. chloride of iron and sulphate of quinine as the patient could 
bear, until the symptoms showed that the patient was out of dan- 
ger, and convalescent. 

His faith in capsules of naphtha or turpentine, in gamboge or 
chloroform, or any of the usual parasiticides, would not induce 
him to employ them to kill or render innocuous the trichinsB, ex- 
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oept BO far as they act upon the bowels as oathartics, and carry out 
of them any worms that happen to fasten there and are in the act 
of reproduction. 

In conclusion he says; eat only thoroughly cooked pork, whe- 
ther smoked or not, and you will avoid all complications of tri- 
chnsB. — Charleston Medical Journal and Meview^ Ji|ly, 1875. And 
New Orleans Journal^ from Detroit JReview of Medicine. 

Tbeathent of Ascabides LuMBRicoiDES. — Dr. 6. Calderwood,. 
in, a communication to the British Medical Journal, states that san- 
tonin, when given to children for the expulsion of worms, should 
be administered three or four days before a purgative is given. 
For the purgative he gives calomel and jalap. The santonin acts 
tonically, and must have time to do its, work. The worms are pas- 
sed like other fecal matter, when dead; but so long as they are 
alive, no amount of purging will bring them away. He states; — 
" I have every confidence in the power of this drug to remove com- 
pletely the lumbricoides worm, and can recommend it as a specific 
in such cases, when used in the manner I have described. — Medical 
and Surgical Beporter^ March 18, 1876. 

Puerperal Convulsions. — By Dr. S. K. Towle. — Dr. T., in 
this paper reports three cases of puerperal convulsions successfully 
treated with hypodermical injections of morphia. Dr. Bucking- 
ham remarked, afteir the reading of the paper, ten years ago the 
use of opiates in puerperal convulsions Was considered a matter of 
very doubtful propriety, if not positively objectionable; but of 
late, opiates were more in use and better esteem. During the past 
year he had had two or three cases in which, from the presence in 
the urine of albumen and caste, he had feared con vul dons. The 
patients were all treated largely with morphia, never to the extent 
to which it was used by Dr. Towle, but with small doses by the 
mouth from the beginning of the treatment. They all escaped 
convulsions, and recovered. The children were still-bom.-:— J?o«- 
ton Med. and Surg, Jour. 

Camphorated Phenol. — By Bupalini. — Bufalini in this paper 
describes the combination of camphor and phenol, and gives its 
therapeutical conclusions. From considerable experience in its 
use, Bufalini concludes: "" 

1. Camphorated phenol produces the same effects as carbolic 
acid, but is less, dangerous. It may be used both externally and 
internally, viz: in enteric fever, etc. 

2. It has the power of modifying wounds and of destroying the 
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parasites which are present in certain diseases as septi<caei&ia, ty- 
phoid fever, etc. 

3. The medical use of camphorated phenol is to be preferred to 
that of carbolic acid, as the latter does not present the advantages 
of the former. 

4. Camphorated phenol, when applied to wounds, does not irri- 
tate them or act as a caustic or disorganizing substance on them, 
and may be used in large doses, without producing symptoms of 
poisoning. — Detroit Beview of Med, and Pharm. Nov. 1874. And 
London Med, Record. 



PROCEEDINOS OF THE ASSOCIATION OF THE 

REPRESENTATIVES OF AMERICAN MEDICAL 

COLLEGES, HELD AT PHILADELPHIA, Junfe 2d 

and 3d, 1876. 

A convention of representatives of numerous medical colleges 
or the United States was held in the hah of the Jefferson Medical 
College, Philadelphia, June 2d and 3d. 1876, in pursuance of the 
following call: 

LonsviLLK, Ky., May 15, 1876. 

FoUowmg a general correspondence with the various medical colleges of the 
United States, the undersigned issue this call for a convention, to be held in 
Philadelphia, on Frday, June 2, 1876, four days in advance of the meeting of 
the American Medical Association. The object of the convention is to consider 
all matters relating to reform in medical college work. 

That decided results my be reached, the faculty of each college is requested 
to send one or more delegates, clothed with plenary powers to determine final 
action on every question. 

Should any college find it impracticable to send a representative, ft is hoped 
that it will set forth fully by letter to the convention the views it may hold 
touching the suppression of existing evils and methods of practical improvement. 

Officers of the following colleges have informally signified their hearty ap- 
proval of the movement : 

Jefferson Medical College, College of Physicians and Surgeons, N. Y., Bel- 
levue Hospital Medical College, Ohio Medical College, Miami Medical College, 
Rush Medical College, Detroit Medical College, Louisville Hospital Medical Col- 
lege, Medical Department of University of Louisville, St. Lcuis Medical Col- 
lege, Keokuk Medi< al College, Cleveland Medical College, Starling Medical 
College, Medical Department of Georgetown College, Medical Department of 
Columbian University, Long Island College Hospital, Medical Department of 
Syracuse University, Evansville Medical College, Indiana Medical College, Med- 
ical Department of University of Nashville, Atlanta Medical College, Mobile 
Medical College, Savannah Medical College, Augusta Medical College. 

The convention will be called to order in the hall of the Jefferson Medical 
College at 1 1 o'clock A. M. on the day above named. 

J. B. BIDDLE, M. D., Jefferson Medical College. 

WM. H. MUSSEY, M. D., Miami Medical College. 

JOHN T. UODGEN, M. D., St. Louis Medical College. 

J. ADAMS ALLEN, M. D., Rush Medical College. 

W. T. BRIGGS, M. D., Med. DepH University of Nashville. 

J. M. BODINE, M. D., Med. Dep't University of Louisville. 
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At the hour named the following representatives assembled: 

Jefferson Medical College — Prof. J, B. Biddle and Prof. S. D. 
Gross. 

Medical Department University of Pennsylvania — Prof. R. E. 
Rogers. 

College Physicians and Surgeons of New York — ^Prof. Edward 
Curtis. 

Medical Department "University of Louisville — ^Prof. L. P, 
Yandell, Jr., and Prof. J. M. Bodihe. 

Hospital College of Medicine of Louisville — ^Prof. J. A. Lara- 
bee and Prof. T. C. Wilson. 

Long Island Hospital Medical College — Prof. J. H. Raymond. 

Medical Department University of lowa^— Prof. E. Clapp. 

College of Physicians and Surgeons Syracuse University — Prof. 
H. B. Wilbur and Prof. Van Dyne, 

Chicago Medical College — Prof. L. Curtis. 

Medical Department University of Georgia^— Prof. E. Ged- 
dings. 

Indiana Medical College — Prof. T. B, Harvey and Prof. L. D. 
Waterman. 

Medical Department University of Wooster — Prof. W. J. Scott. 

Cleveland Medical College — ^Prof. J. H. Bennett and Prof. 
Helms. 

Detroit Medical College — Prof. E. W. Je!!;ks and Prof. L. Con- 
nor. 

Starling Medical College — Prof. S. Loving. 

Medical Department University of Vermont — Prof. H. D. Hel- 
ton. 

St. Louis Medical College — Prof. J. L. B. Alleyne. 

Atlanta Medical College — Prof. W. F. Westmoreland* 

Medical Department University of Nashville — Prof. W. T; 
Briggs. 

Medical Department Vanierbilt University — Prof. T. A. Atchi- 
son. 

Missouri Medical College — Prof. A. P. Lankford. 

Keokuk College Physicians and Surgeons — Prof J. J. M. 
Aogier. 

Columbus Medical College —Prof. J. F. Baldwin. 

On motion of Prof. Yaudell, Prof. J. B. Biddle was elected 
President of the convention, and on motion of Prof. Bennett 
Prof. Laartus Connor was Elected Secretary. 

Oq motion of Prof. E. Curtis, it was 

Resolved, That the action of the conreation shall not be considered binding 
upon the colleges represented • ualess endorsed by their respective faculties. 

On motion of Prof Gross, it was 

JReaolved, That a committee be appointed to submit business for the consid- 
eration of the convention, to report at the afternoon session. 

The chair appointed as this committee, Profs. Bodine, Gross, 
Geddings, Holton and Scott. 

The convention adjourned until 4 p. m. 
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Pursuant to adjoamment, the convention reassembled at 4 p. m. 
the President in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

Prof. Bodine, from the committee to prepare business, for the 
convention, reported the following questions for its consideration: 

1. Shall the beneficiary system, with its present abuses, be con- 
demned or endorsed? 

After discussion, on motion of Prof. E. Curtis., the following 
preamble -and resolutions were adapted with reference to question 
first : 

Whereas, The practice of reducing or remitting in individual cases the estab- 
lished fees of a college has the objectionable feature of discriminating between 
students who may be equally deserving, and opening the door to possible gross 
abuses; therefore 

Resolved, first, "That this convention regards the above privilege as one to be 
deprecated in general, and, if put into practice at all, to be exercised both rare- 
ly and reluctantly, and only in unusual circumstances, and after unsolicited ap- 
plication by proven deserving candidates. 

Hesolved, second, That anything like a wholesale system of such reduction 
or remission of established fees, or any open solicitation of recipients of such 
favors be regarded as in the highest degree improper, and that any college in- 
dulging in such practices deserves to forfeit its place on the ad eundem list of 
medical colleges. 

Question 2. Shall two consecutive courses of lectures in one 
year entitle students to become condidates for graduation? 

On motion of Prof. E. Curtis, it was 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this convention that no two consecutive 
sets of lecture tickets shall be regarded as fulfilling the usual pre-requlsites of 
of instruction for graduation, where the time between the beginning of the first 
course and the end of the second is less than fifteen months. 

Question 3. Shall any faculty under any circumstances issue a 
dipioma not bearing the graduate's name? 

On motion of Prof. Waterman, it was 

Resolved, That no medical faculty should issue a diploma not bearmg the 
graduate's name. 

It was ordf red that the meetings of the convention shall be at 

10 A. M. and 4 p. m. On motion, the convention adjourned. 

The convention reassembled on Saturday, June Sd, at 10 a. m., 
the President in the chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

On motion of Prof. L. P. Yandell, Jr., the regular order of bus- 
iness was suspended, and communications were read from the fac- 
ulties of the following medical colleges: Louisville Medical Col- 
lege, Kentucky School of Medicine, EvansVille Medical College, 
Rush Medical College, Medical Department University Louisiana, 
Medical School of Harvard University, Savannah Medical College, 
Cincinnati College of Medicine and Surgery, Medical College of 
State of South Carolina. 

On motion of Prof. Atchison, these communications wer^ 
placed on file. 
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Qaestion 4. Shall thig oonvention resolve itself into a perma- 
nent organization! 

On motion of Prof. Atchison, it was 

Resolved, That the question be referred to a committee of five, to report at 
the afternoon session. 

The chair appointed as this committee Profs. Atchison, L. Cur- 
tis, E. Curtis, Yandell and Scott. 

On motion of Prof, Rogers, the President and Secretary of the 
convention and Prof. Atchison were appointed a committee on 
publication. 

Question 6. Is there any reason why the customary diploma 
fee shall be abolished I 

On motion of Prof. Rogers, it was 

Hesolved, That it is the sense of the convention that the diploma fee should 
not be abolished. 

Question 6. Is it advisable to adopt a graded course of study? 

On motion of Prof. Bodine, the followinc preamble and resolu- 
tion were adopted in reference to this question: 

W?ier€a8f A knowledge of the elementary branches of medicine should pre- 
cede a study of the practical branches. 

. Resolved, That, in the hope of induemg students to prolong and systematize 
their studies, this convention recommends to all medical colleges to offer to 
students the option of three courses of lectures, after a plan similar to the fol- 
lowing : Students who have attended two full cotirees of lectures on anatomy, 
chemistry, materia medica and physiology, may be examined upon any of these 
subjects at the end of their second course. During their third course such stu- 
dents may devote themselves to the lectures upon the theory and practice of 
medicine, surgery, obstetrics and diseases of women and children, upon which 
subjects only they shall be examined at the final examination for the degree of 
M. D. — their standing, however, to be determined by the results of both exam- 
inations. 

On motion, adjourned till 4 p. m. 

The oonvention re-assembled at four p. m., the president in the 
chair. The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

Prof. Atchison, from the committee to whom the subject ol 
permanent organization was referred, reported the following reso- 
lutions: 

Resolved, 1 . That this convention now proceed to form a Provisional As- 
sociation of American Medical Colleges, under its present oflBicers. 

Resolved, 2. That when the Aso^ciation adjourns, it shall adjourn to meet 
at the call of its President. 

Resolved, 3. That the various medical colleges be invited to take into con- 
sideration the project of forming, at the next meeting of this Provisional Asso- 
ciation, a permanent Association of American Medical Colleges. 

Resolved, 4. That for the furtherance of this object, a committee of three 
be appointed at this meeting to confer by letter with the various colleges, and 
invite their views on the proper object and plan of such proposed organization ; 
and upon the receipt of the same, to draft a constitution and by-laws for a BP*- 
manent Association, to be submitted at the next meeting of this Association. 

Resolved, 6. That the advisory resolutions upon matters of college policy 
passed by this convention be printed and forwarded to all regular medicai col- 
leges in the United States for their consideration. 

The chair appointed as committee to carry out the foregoing 
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resolations Prof. T. A. AtchisoD, Prof. Edwarid Curtis and Prof. 
L. P. Yandell, Jr. 

These resolutions were adopted, and the convention resolved 
itself into the Provisional Association of American Medical Col- 
leges. 

Question 7. Is it proper for a regular college to have any 
kind of alliance with homeopathy? 

On motion of Prof. Atchison, it was unanimously 

JResolved, That in the opinion of this Afisociation, medical colleges ought 
not to recognise or hold. fellowship with any school or its alumni iii which ir- 
regular medicine is taught as a part of the curriculum. 

Question 8. Can college fees be made uniform? 

On motion of Prof. Geddings, this question was referred to a 
committee of five, to report at the meeting of the Association to 
be held in 1877. 

The chair appointed Profs. Geddings, Gross, Angier, E. Curtis 
and L. Curtis, this committee. 

On motion of Prof. Biddle, the following resolution was unani- 
mously adopted: 

No degree in medicine should be conferred, under any circumstances, except 
after an examination in person of the candidate upon sdl the branches of med- 
icine. 

On motion of Prof. Atchison, the thanks of the Association 
were tendered to the President for the able and impartial manner 
m which he had discharged the duties of the chair. 

On motion of Prof. Yandell, the thanks of the Association were 
tendered to the Secretary for his efficient services. 

On motion of Prof. Larrabee, the thanks of the Association 
were tendered to Jefferson Medical College for the use of the hall 
and other courtesies. 

On motion, the Association adjourned to meet at the call of the 
President. 

J. B. BIDDLE, M. D., President 
Lbartxjs Connor, M. D., Secretary, 
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URINE-ITS ALTERATIONS DURING- CHRONIC 

SKIN DISEASES. 

Dr. L. Duncan Bulkley {Archiv, Dermatology, October, 1875), 
says that the alterations of the urine in chronic skin diseases are 
two kinds: first^ those due to assimilative disorder, corresponding 
to those known to accompany derangement of the liver, dyspepsia 
and alterations due to hereditary disposition — a diathetic state, 
closely allied to gout and phthisis, and second^ those due to inter- 
ference in the functions of the skin, as in extensive ichthyosis and 
xeroderma, or in eczema or psoriasis, covering much of the body 
where the urinary charges may be regarded in a measure as sec- 
ondary to the skin lesion. 
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1. Urticaria is associated with a dhnioution of the urea and 
the organic salts in the urine, and their probable retention in the 
system. The quantity of the urine is small and the specific gravity 
high; urates and oxalates abound. 

2. Erythema. Here the urine is presistently acid with either an 
abundant deposit of urates or oxalate of lime. 

3. Eczema patients seldom pass large amounts of urine; the ten- 
dency is to scanty secretion almost always unnaturally acid, with 
a specific gravity averaging above the normal. Full uric acid; 
the urates and oxalate of lime abound, sometimes oxsjuria is very 
presistent; albumen is rarely seen. The urea and uric acid are 
often below the normal standard, though they may be in excess 
when a large portion bf the integument is affected; indi:>an has 
been found in pathological quantities; where the specific gravity 
is high it may be due to an increase in the sulphates if the chlor- 
ides are diminished. 

4. Psoriasis, sometimes alternates with phosphatic urinary de- 
posits in gouty subjects. Where the excretory functions of the 
skin are much impaired the urea is above the normal. The fixed 
salts are increased, the urine shows generally a hyperacidity with 
deposits of uric acid, urates and oxalate of lime, tne contrary be- 
ing rather the exception. The specific gravity is liable to great 
variations. 

6. Acne. Urinary deposits are very common in acne, generally 
those of dyspepsia, the quantity and specific gravity varying 
greatly. Generally over acid, the urine deposits oxalate of lime, 
urates and uric acid. It is not uncommon to fisd the phosphates 
increased. 

6. Pruritus often gives very abundant uratic deposits, and sugar 
is sometimes present. In the aged pruritus is often accompanied 
or preceded by diminished secretion of the urine. The specific 
gravity may vary greatly. 

7. Merpes zoster. The chlorides and phosphates are increased 
and the sulphates diminished. Oxalate of lime is present. 

8. Penphiffits. The sulphates and earthy phosphates are in- 
creased, chlorides diminished, urea greatly above normal, oxalate 
of lime occurs. The quantity is small, specific gravity high, and 
reaction very ac? J. 

9. Purpura. Albumen, blood and casts are sometimes found. 
The earthy phosphates, ammonia and uric acid are increased, 
chloride of sodium diminished. The* urine is scanty, with a low 
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specific gravity, and faintly acid reaction, giving traces of bile 
pigment. 

10. Meiano Sarcoma. The urine is brown, often of a dSirk 
copper color, at times depositing urates abundantly. The deep 
color is due to pigment particles alone or enclosed in epithelial 
cells. The urine vety acid, specific gravity about normal, and 
towards the end of life the quantity of urine is much diminished. 

11. Elephantiasis Grcecorvm.^ Albumen is common, and the 
urea is dimiuTshed in the urme. 

12. Addison^ s Disease. Quantity of urine small, specific gravity 
generally low, solid constituents deficient, albumen sometimes. 

13. Ichthyosis. The quantity of urine is large and the specific 
gravity low, but the urea, though giving a small percentage, is 
unaltered in its total daily quantity. 

14. Xeroderma. Urine diminished in quantity, varyiny in re- 
action, alkaline and acid, depositing when alkaline a large quan- 
tity amorphous phosphates of clear aci^ with oxalate of lime. 
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ANTAGONISM OF ATROPIA AND MORPHIA. 
M. CoNSTANTiN Pattl recently related, to the Soci^t6 de Th^ra- 
peutique, a case of poisoning by atropia which was treated by an 
enormous dose of morphia. A woman, twenty-six years of age, 
■wallowed five centigrammes of sulphate of atropia. This was 
followed by furious delirium, aphonia, collapse, and enormous di- 
latation of the pupil. In the course of a few hours seventy centi- 
grammes of chloralhydrate of morphia were injected, and the 
next day the patient was out of danger. M. Dujardin Beaumetz 
considered that this belief in the amtagonism of morphia and 
atropia was a grave therapeutical error; and what astonished him 
in the present case was that the patient did not die of a double 
poisoning. Prof. Gubler somewhat agreed in this opinion, believ- 
ing, however, that there is really an antagonism between the two 
substances, but that this is of no avail when the poisoning is con- 
siderable. Errors arise concerning poisoning by atropia, because 
ignorance prevails concerning the natural course of poisoning by 
this substance. Antagonistic powers are attributed to the remedy 
that is employed, because the patient gets well. This is an error, 
as the following case shows: — An advocate liable to migraine, 
while at home and alone took a dessertspoonful of a mixture con- 
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taining forty centigrammes of atropia in thirty grammes of water. 
On rising from his bed he stumbled, fell down, and remained nn- 
concious until found by his servant next day. The day after the 
accident mydriasis was the only effect of it remaining. It is cer- 
tain that had any remedy been administered, its antagonistic 
power, instead of the natural course of the poisoning, would have 
been adduced ixx explanation of the recovery. M. Gubler insisted 
on the great difference that there is between the effects of atropia 
taken by the mouth and those which result from its hypodermic 
injection. We may give two, three, four, or even ten milligram- 
mes of the sulphate per diem in a mixture, without any marked 
physiological effects being produced, while in the same patient the 
injection of a single milligramme will give rise to enormous phys- 
iological effects. He is disposed to believe that this arises from 
the fact that atropia is remarkably unstable in presence of the 
ferments of the stomach. It is the same with aconite. M. Paul 
did not doubt that poisoning by belladonna may be spontaneously 
recovered from; but still he believes that in his case the seventy 
centigrammas of morphia were administered with impunity in 
consequence of the presence of the atropia. — Drug. Circular, 



TRANCE-ITS NATURE AND PHENOMENA. 

Dr. Geo. M. Beard {Archives Electrology and Neurology^ May, 
1876) gives us a careful and able study of trance. He describes 
trance as a passive state, concious or unconcious, either physiolo- 
gical or pathological, in which the mind passes from the control 
of the will, and in the milder and concious state acts through the 
senses in obedience to some prominent idea or external suggestion, 
with various mental and physical manifestations, and in the rarer 
and most advanced stages goes on to protracted suspension of the 
active vital functions. 

Trance differs from sleep in the following general features: (1) 
The trance subject acts out his dream, while in sleep the dream 
does not cause any corresponding physical phenomena. (2) The 
performances of the trance are logical, coherent and consistent, 
while dreams are filled with extravagance and absurdities, which 
to the sleeper seem entirely proper. (3) In trance some of the 
senses are perfectly sealed. The loudest noises are not heard, the 
most fragrant odors are not observed, and there is no power of 
taste. Other senses may be unduly exalted. On the other hand. 
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the soundest sleepers are awakened by loud noises or by sufficiently^ 
irritating the sensitive nerves. (4) Trance subjects are capable of 
responding to suggestions offered by a second party, or from any 
external source, and become concioujsly obedient to those sugge&t* 
ions. Sleepers present no such peculiarity. (5) In some forms- 
of trance there may be double or divided conciousness. The sub- 
ject, on coming out of the trance, has no recollection of his ex-^ 
perience while in it. On again entering the trance, he resumes 
the experience of the previous attack where it left off, as though, 
no active life had intervened. In sleep there is no such continuity 
of existence from one nap to another. 

Symptoms of trance: — 

(1) Closing of the eyes and fixity of position, with gradual, loss, 
of volitional power. (2) Flushing of face apd eyes, with sensible 
and cold prespiration and coldness of extremities. (3) Sighiug 
respiration and rapid pulse, with evidences of oppression and pain.. 
(4) Mild or violent involuntary muscular motions. (6) Involuntary 
mental action, with exaltation or depression of the senses and of 
the mental and muscular powers. (6) INusions and hallucinations- 
of various kinds. (7) Various hysterical symptoms. (g) Pro- 
found sleep, with protracted suspension or dininution of active 
vital functions. He classifies trance as (1) spontaneous; (2) self- 
induced; (3) emotional; (4) intellectual. Of the therapeutic usea 
of trances he says they are not recommended as a regular proced- 
ure in important cases. The article from which we have made 
these abstracts is worthy of the careful study of all physicians. — 
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COCCULUS INDICUS. 
Many statements having been made in public that Cocculus In- 
dicus is generally used as a beer adulterant^ very close attention 
has been given to the subject by the Laboratory Department of 
the Inland Revenue Office during the past year, and it is satis- 
factory to learn from the report of the principal of the laboratory, 
just printed, that although officers and supervisors of intelligence 
regularly survey the breweries in the United Kingdom, not one of 
them has been able to detect Cocculus Indicus on a brewer's prem- 
ises; nor have' the samples of beer examined in the laboratory 
for many yeai-s past contained it. The reports which have from 
time to time been published of Cocculus Indicus being used as a 
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beer adulterant have not proved satisf actory when thoroughly in- 
vestigated, but mueh stress has been laid on the fact that a large 
quantity of the drug is imported into this country, and that there- 
fore it. must be used in the way stated. To solve this difficulty « 
careful inquiries have been made as to what becomes of the Coc- 
culus Indicus imported, and it has been found that alniost the 
whole of it is again exported, chiefly to Germany, and what is re- 
tained for home consumption is, according to returns obtained 
from wholesale chemists and drug-grinders of undoubted respect- 
ability, used either for poisoning fish or, when powdered and mixed 
-with fat, employed as an ointment for killing vermin on cattle. 
There is, in short, more Cocculus Indicus used on the beef than 
^n the beer of Old England. — Drug. Circular. 
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Therapeutics and Materia Medica. 



Urine— Its* Changes During Acute Febrile Diseases. 

Dr. L. Duncan Buckley {Archivey Dermatology^ October, 1875), 
gives the following as the chanjges which occur in the urine during 
acute febrile diseases: 

1. In erysipelas the urea in the urine is increased somewhat, tlie 
uric acid augmented threefold, the chloride of sodium diminished, 
and albumen not unfrequently appears. 

2. In measles the urine is rich in uric acid and urates; lower 
products of metamorphosis, albumen and blood are not uncommon. 

3. In scarlet fever the urea is not necessarily increased; uric 
acid is almost entirely surpressed at first, and largely in excess at 
the close of the fevQr. The chloride of sodium is diminished. 
Sediments of uric acid and urates are common, and albumen and 
epithelium and casts generally appear. 

4. In small-pox the quantity of urine is diminished and its 
specific gravity not proportionately increased; urio acid is precipi- 
tated, and the chlorides are diminished; albumen is sometimes 
Been. 



Yellow Fever Poison—Its Modus Operandi. 

Dr. Sternberg {N, 0. Med, and Surg, Jour. July, 1875) ad- 
duces a large amount of evidence to prove that: 
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1. The diBturbanoe of the gympathetio nervous system is the 
first and essential effect of the yellow fever posion. 

2. We have no evidence that blood changes occur prior to the 
implication of the sympathic, which marks the out-^break of the 
disease. 

3. The action of the poison upon the sympathetic seems to be a 
paralyzing one, causing arrest of functions, and producing phe- 
nomena similar to those following division of the sympathetic in 
any part of the body. 

4. Whether the blood is also* primarily affected by the poison, 
or whether the changes iif it aire all secondary to arrest of the pro- 
cees of nutrition, secretion and excretion may be considered a 
question still aubjudice. 

In treatment, the doctor suggests the use* of ergot hypodermi- 
. cally. 

Can Tubdrsulous Mattet Taken as Ifood Excite Tuberculous 
Disease. 

Prof. Q(\iT\%Q}gi{EUnburg JWedieaUournalj Ootobar, 18/5), gives 
an answer to this inquiry based upon experiments. He fed ani- 
mals one or two doses of tuberculous matter by the stomach. The 
effects were observed, and if the animal did not die it was killed 
after some week^ and a po^t*mortem examination made. As con- 
clusion he says: ^ , 

1. There is a specific virulent material m tubercle, and many of 
the symptoms of tubercular disease are due to the absorption of 
this virus. 

2. This virus exists in tubercle in all its stages, but apparently 
in greater intensity in cheesy masses. It is found in recently 
formed tubercle, and in miliary tubercle. , 

5. The infection begins first in the muoQus membrane of the 
mouth, and if the tubercular matter be iu contact a sufficient 
length of time with the mucous membrane of the alimautary 
x)aual, it may communicate the disease to the whole lymphatic 
system. 

4. While tabercular disease has> special characters in different 
Animals, all tubercular matter, when introdaced into the alimentary 
canal fron one species to aiother, is more or less virulent. 

5. Tabercular matter of birds, especially that of the common 
hen, is very virulent, and is identical in its action with that of mam- 
malia. 
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6.. The fibroas tnberole of bones without a trace of cheesy 
formation, is jaBt as infections as the miliary tnbercle of cattle. 

7. The flesh of tuberculons animals is also infectious, though 
in a mnoh less degree than tnbercle itself. 

8. Tubercular material cooked for a quarter of an hour, is still 
infectious, though in a less degree than that not cooked. 

9. The effects of poisoping by tubercular matter taken into the 
alimentary canal, are irritation of the mucous membrace both of 
the alimentary and respiratory tracts, enlargement and tenderness 
of the lymphatic glands, enlai'gement of the bronchial glanis, 
and the formation of tubercle in the lungs and other organs. 

Syphilis— Is it Ever a Cause of Phthisis? 

Dr. N. W. Thoreson {Norsk, Magi for LaegeridensJcahen — N, 
Y. Med, Jour,, September, 1875) gives us the results of an able 
investigation of this subject. The history of three hundred and 
eighteen syphilitic parents is given, as well as that of their children. 
It was often found that a syphilitic mother gave birth to a healthy 
child, which was nursed by her and remained healthy, and if the 
mother was not treated the next child might have marked heredi- * 
tary syphilis, or present other signs of ill health. In several in- 
stances several healthy children were successively bom of such a 
mother, who then gave birth to syphilitic children. Others had 
syphilitic children, and then gave birth to perfectly healthy ones. 
In one case, however, lould the origin of phthisis be traced to 
syphilis in the parents. It was constantly found that where the 
children had tubercles, there was a history of this dipeafe in their 
ancestors. Of the whole number of syphilitic individuals exam- 
ined there were only sixteen who had tuberculosis. In all of these 
there was a family history of tuberculosis, n In nine tuberculous 
individuals who became syphilitic, the course of the latter was 
very disastrous. The condition of those twelve tuberculous per- 
sons who had not had tuberculous deposits was carefully watched, 
and though most of them had severe syphilitic accidents, none of 
them had any chest affections, or any other manifestation of tu- 
berculosis. The author concludes that syphilis has no casual re- 
lation whatever to tuberculosis, though the latter dyscrasia ren- 
ders the prognosis of syphilis bad, just as any other depressing 
condition would. 



Parturition— Cause of Its Commencement. 

Dr. C. M. Crombie (Lond. Lancety April, 1876) maintains that 
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labor is but the completion of action which began when concep- 
tion took place. He holds that the atenis in the human , as in 
other animals, is a part of the oviduct, but greatly modified; that 
the primary function of the oviduct is the discharge of the egg, 
and retention and development of it only secondary; and further, 
that there ds nothing to distinguish the uterus from the rest of 
the oviduct, except the protracted continuance of its functions. 
The evidence of uterine activity during gestation is varied. The 
great muscular development of the organ points to it, for it is con- 
trary to physiological and pathological laws that a muscular organ 
should grow while con^pletely at rest. 

The phenomena of abortion and premaiure labor, and the pos- 
sibility of iaducing premature labor; the sensations referred to 
the quickening of the child, which are believed to be due mainly 
to the movements of the uterus; the gradual approach of the 
actual process of labor — all suggest that the uterus is active 
during the whole of gestation. Further, the contractions of the 
organ have been actually observed in the course of pregnancy, oc- 
curring' regularly and alternately with expansion. Though the 
uterus struggles from the first to expel its contents, it fails to do 
so until the reduction or withdrawal of the conditions that dur- 
^^g gestation prevent the activity of the organ from producing 
such an effect. These conditions are the attachment of the ovum 
to the uterus, the condition of the cervij^ uteri, and the relation 
of the liquor amnil to the foetus. The latter fluid, though increased 
in quantity, yet relatively to the foetus, is diminished towards the 
end of a pregnancy, and after labor has really set in becomes dis- 
charged; then the uterus acts to advantage, and expels the foetus. 

Wounds, as Related to the Instruments whioh Produce Thenn. 

Dr. Wm. Macewen {Glasgow Med. Jbur.^ January, 1876) gives 
«s a careful study of seventy-one caseS| including one hundred 
and four wounds, produced by fifty-one different articles. He con- 
•^udes: 

1. Blunt instruments sometimes produce scalp wounds having 
straight outlines and sharp, clean edges, whioh, in these respects, 
sould not be distinguished from the wounds produced by sharp 
•cutting instruments. 

2. Scalp wounds, which exhibit entire hair bulbs projecting 
from the surface of their sections, have been produced by blunt 
instruments. 
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3. Wounds exhibiting nerve filaments, or minute blood vessels 
bridging the interspace between the lips of the wound toward the 
middle of the depth of the section, while the tissues have receded 
all around them, below as well as above, have been produced by 
blunt, non-penetrating instruments. 

4. When a wound, even with sharp, well-defined margins, bears 
in contour a resemblance to an osseous ridge in close proximity,, 
there is a probability that it was produced by a blunt instrument, 
through forcible impact against the underlying osseous ridge. 

5. Cut hairs found in the immediate vicinity of a wound are 
valuable aids in determining whether a sharp or blunt instrument 
has been made use of. 

6. As to the diagnosis between wounds produced by instruments 
of the knife kind and other sharp-edged substances, such as glass, 
earthenware, etc., no dependence can be placed on the mere regu- 
larity of outline or sharpness of edge, or the reverse. 

1. Sharp, clearly defined wounds, in certain cases, present pecu- 
liarities in their termination, which may be sufficient to enable a 
probable diagnosis as to whether they were produced by a knife 
or portion of glass or earthenware. 

8. The same instrument used by the same person in delivering 
several successive blows may produce wounds of different char- 
acters. 



Vomiting— Its Physiology. 

Dr. T. Lauder BurBton (JPractitioner) gives the following sum- 
mary of our knowledge on the subject: 

1. Vomiting consists of two factors — the opening of the cardiac 
orifice by the contraction of the longitudinal fibres of the oesoph- 
agus and the simultaneous compression of the stomach by the ab» 
dominal muscles and diaphragm. 

2. When innervation is disturbed, these two factors do not 
occur together, and thus retching may occur wiithout vomiting. 

3. The movements of vomiting are correlated by a nervous 
centre in the medulla oblongata, from which impulses are sent 
down through various motor nerves to the muscular structures en- 
gaged in the act. 

4. This nervous centre is probably closely connected with the 
respiratory centre, but is not identical with it. 

5. It is usually set in action refiexly by irritation of the pharyn- 
geal, gastric, iiepatic, enteric, renal, uterine, ovarian, and possibly^ 
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also, by the' pulmonary and yesical neiyes, whioh oome from the 
periphery towards it. It may also be excited by impressioDS sent 
down to it from the brain. 

• ■ 

6. Vomiting may be arrested in two ways: either by removing 
the irritant whioh is exciting the vomiting centre, or by lessening 
the excitability itself, so that the centre no longer responds to the 
impressions made on it from without. 

Treatment of Obesity by the Waters of Brides- 
According to Dr. Philbert the waters of Brides in Savoy, which 
are very similar to those of Carlsbad, are very useful in the treat- 
ment of obesity. The purgative salts contained it these waters 
are sulphate of soda, chloride of sodium, chloride of magnesium, 
sulphate of magnesia, and sulphate of lime. To increase the ef- 
feet, from 15 to 80 grs. of sulphate of soda are added to each glass 
of mineral water. The quantity taken daily is one litre, divided 
into three doses, and the purgative effect is produced in two-^or 
three days. The course may last from four to six weeks. As an 
adjuvant to the waters, a vapor bath may be taken every day or 
every second day.* Farinaceous and saccharine articles of food 
are not allowed, and brandy, liqueurs, and coffee are interdicted; 
but the quantity of food is not limited, and a moderate amount 
of wine may be taken without harm. Muscular exercise is^^con- 
sidered indispensable, and the mountains in the vicinity of Brides 
afford every f acilty for walking, where, in addition, this treat- 
ment may be followed by the grape cure. — Med, BeQord, 

Sl(ulis— Ancient and Modern. 

Prof. Rolleston {Brit, Med. Jour, Sept. 4, IS'/S) says the largest 
result to which craniometry and cubage of skulls have attained is, 
to my thinking, the demonstration of the following facts, viz.: 
First, than the cubical contents of many skulls, from the earliest 
sepultures from which we have any skulls at all, are considerably 
larger than the average cubical contents of modern European 
skulls; and secondary, that the female skulls of those timsa did 
not contrast to that disadvantage with the skulls of their male 
contemporaries which the average female skulls of modern days 
do, when subjected to a similar comparison. 

Bromoform as an Anaesthetic. 

Bromoform in a pure state, as obtained by Rabuteau fronitthe 
action of an alkali upon bromal, appears in the form of a clear, 
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very heavy, and agreeably smeliiag fluid. Iodine dissolves In it, 
and colors it of a carmines-red color. The mode of action of bro- 
moform resembles that of chloroform very closely. When admin- 
istered in the form of vapor, there is a period of excitement which 
is followed by deep sleep, in which there is complete anaesthetic 
relaxation of all the mascles and dilatation of the pupil. The 
awakening from the effects of the agent takes place tolerably 
rapidly, even if the inhalation has been continued for half an hou** 

Rabuteau hopes that it will come into use. — Drug, Circular 
* ^_^^^ 

Eucalyptus Globulus in Pulmonory Garmren^. 

Of all the drugs employed by Dr. Bucquoy (of Cochin Hospi- 
tal, Paris,) in pmlmonary gangrene, none, he asserts, have given 
him better results than Eucalyptus globulus. He uses it in the 
form of an alcoholate — two grammes — (half a drachm) daily in a 
mixture of water, gum, orange-flower water, and syrup. Out of 
the various cases he has had under his care at Cochin, five ended 
in cure, whilst in all the others there was a favorable modification 
of the odor of the breath, the sputa and the violent cough, after 
carbolic acid had failed. — Drug, Circular, 



Rul«s in Administering Arsenic. 

In the Medical Press and Circular, Dr. H. Griffith gives the fol- 
lowing rules for the administration of arsenic. 

1. It should never be given where there is a feverish state of 
the system; a quick pulse and a hot skin contra-indicate its em- 
ployment. 

2. It should be given shortly after meals — never on an empty 

Stomach. 

3. It should not be given in the solid form, nor should it be 

given in increasing doses. As a rule, five minims of Fowler's 
solution should be the maximum dose for an adult. 

4. The dose should be diminished, or the administration alto- 
gether ceased, on the occurrence of pain in the epigastrium, nausea, 
or irritation of the eyelids. 

Syphilitic Arthropathies. 

M. Voisin has just published a very interesting work, entitled 
Contribution aV Etude des Arthropathies SyphilUiques^ from which 
the following conclusions may be drawn: 

1. Arthropathies exist in all the s'ia^es of syphilis. 

2. In the primary period there are vague, multiple pains, to 
which the name of arthralgies is given. 
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3. In the secondary period these pains recur, bat there are also 
inflammatory phenomena in yarious joints. These arthropathie 
resemble either a subacute arthritis, or a simple hydrarthrosis. 

4. In the tertiary period they are chronic and resemble white 
swellings. 

0. These arthropathies disappear under the influence of specific 
treatment. — Med- Record^ 



The various kinds of Camphor* 

Ordinary camphor comes from Japan or the island of Formosa, 

but there are various highly esteemed species of camphor obtained 
from Borneo and Sumatra. There is also another variety of me- 
dium quality produced by the Blumea balsamifera^ a plant of the 
composite order, which grows in the east of Asia. The Chinese 
denote it by the name Ngai, and make use of it in medicine and 
the manufacture of ink. It produces harder and more brittle nuts 
than the laurel camphor. Like this latter, it is sublimed at an or- 
dinary temperature, but less easily, while 'the Borneo camphor 
does not show any traces of sublimation even after several years. 
All camphors float in water, but when the air in the interstices 
is exhausted by an air-pump, the Ngai ahd Borneo camphor sink 
to the bottom, while the laurel camphor swims. The speciflc gra- 
vity of laurel camphor is '995, that of Ngai 1*02, and that of 
Borneo I'Oll. Laurel camphor melts at 335° Fahr., Ngai at 699°, 
and Borneo at 405°. Laurel camphor, washed with hydrochloric 
acid and still moist, quickly changes to a colorless liquid. In the 
same circumstances Ngai and Borneo absorb the acid very slowly, 
and do not turn to a liquid till long after. Nitric acid changes 
Borneo camphor into an oil, which, on the addition of water, de- 
posits a substance identical with laurel camphor. The same thing 
occurs with Ngai. — T%€ Laboratory, 

Color Blindness In Sailors and Railroad Employees 

Not long since a serious railroad accident occurred just outside 
the limits of this city, owing, as it appeared, to the engineer con- 
fusing the colors of the lights on a train in front of hin. 

Dr. Favre, of Marseilles, calls attention to the fact that while 
in reference to railway employees the recognition of the red sig- 
nal is almost the only absolutely essential point, with regard to 
sailors the green is just as indispensable as the red. At recent ex- 
aminations of 1050 candidates for employment on railways he has 
detected as many as 98 color-blind, who were deceived as riegardg 
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one or more colors, this occurring as regarded violet 78 times, blue 
50, green 54, yellow 14, and red 10. Of the 98, 29 only hesitated,, 
and 8 corrected their errors, leaving, therefore, 61 color-blind.. 
Ultimately only 11 had to be absolutely excluded; but if these 
men had to be be examined for sea or coast service, all those who- 
could not distinguish green ought to have been excluded also, — 
Med, and, Surg, Reporter. 

Easy Method of Cleansing the Middle Ear of Infants. 

Dr. M. F. Coomes {Louisville Med, News^ February 6, 1876) 
recommends the following method of using Politzer's air douche 
on infants: If too young to stand, or unruly, the child should be 
placed in the arms of a nurse, on its back, inclined at an angle of 
forty-five degrees. The nozzle of a suitable air-bag is placed in 
the child's nose. As the surgeon is ready to use the douche a tea- 
spoonful of milk or water is put into the child's mouth, which comr- 
pels it to swallow. Just at the time the act of deglutition is per- 
formed, the air-bag must be forcibly compressed. In this way an 
infant's ear can be cleansed as rapidly and thoroughly as an adult's. 

Glycerine as a Therapeutic Agent. 

Dr. G. H, Lidd states that children raised by hand can be kept 
comparatively free from many of the ills to which they are sub- 
ject, if from 4 to 6 drachms daily of glycerine be substituted for 
sugar. When the bowels are irritable glycerine should always be 
substituted for sugar. The exosmotic properties of glycerine sur- 
pass those of any agent at our command, and it has the property 
of withdrawing: the watery elements from any tissue to which it is 
continously applied. Marion Sims showed that a ball of lint 
saturated with glycerine will arrest the secretion of a suppuratiDg 
surface; and Furst and Eberhurd state that they have successfully 
used a glycerine plug in flour albus. — JBaltimore Physi, and Surg^ 

Death after the Administration of Chloroform during Parturl* 
tlon. 

A case of this is related in Z' Union Med.^ April Idth, 1876. 
A multipara, aet. 25. entered the Maternite de Gfaarit6 at Lyons on 
the 2dd of March. Labor-pains continued all the evening and 
night. The next morning at 7 o'clock the membranes ruptured;, 
a shojilder presentation was recognized. To effect version chloro- 
form was administered by the sister in charge of the ward with- 
out calling on the chief of service or the interne. The patient 
did not arouse after the operation. The interne was then called^ 
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who fonnd the pulse very smally the face oyanotio, the inspiratioiiB 
short and frequent. All efforts to revive the patient proved fruit- 
leas, and in ten minutes death ensued. — Med. News and Library. 
The Zoficet (April 16, 1876) reports a case which occurred at 
Leicester. — Ibid. 



Specific Against Hydrophobia. 

Dr. Grzyvala, of .Krivoe Ozero, Podolia, for whose trustworthi- 
ness Professor Gubles, of Paris, vouches, declares that, after a 
series of crucial trials, which he describes at length, he has found 
that, after having had opportunities of treating at least one hun- 
dred cases of men bitten by rabid dogs with^the Xanthium Spino- 
sum^ he has never in any one of these cases failed to ward off hy- 
drophobia. He gives some startling examples. During the Cri- 
mean war, a family of twelve persons had been bitten by a hydro- 
phobic wolf. Six of them entered his wards in the hospital of* 
Olschanka, govemipent of Podolia, district of Balta. They were 
treated with infusion of the leaves of zanthium, and all recovered. 
The six others, who were treated by the actual cautery and the 
daily use of genesta tinctoria and other drugs, died with hydro- 
bia in the course of twelve to sixty days. He recounts many other 
facts not less striking. For an adult, the dose is sixty centigram- 
mes of the dry powder, repeated three tmies a day, and continued 
during six weeks. Children under twelve take half that quantity. 
The dose for animals is much larger. A herd of thirty oxen had 
been bitten by a mad wolf; eight had succumbed with symptoms 
of hydrophobia. The Commissary of Police came to Dr. Grzyvala 
for his ^*anti-rabic powder." He gave three ounces of the powder, 
with bran, daily, to each of the animals; none of them suffered 
from the disease. These are examples, of which Dr. Grzyvala 
says he has a hundred others. The British Medical Journal^ 
from which we glean the above, recommends the trial of the plan. 
— Med, and Surg. Jieporter. 

Diphtheria AfTeoting the Nipples. 

This case is of a woman 28 years old, who, a few days after con- 
finement, began to have sore nipples. Soon the milk was drawn 
with difficulty and was pinkish in color. In two weeks there ap- 
peared frequently in the milk fibrinous, stringy masses that seemed 
to be organized casts of the lacteal ducts. The stringy masses 
grew more frequent, the flow was more obstructed, and finally, in 
three weeks from the birth of the child, and after the breasts had 
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become swollen and painful and threatened abscess, the nipples 
became covered with a thick, dense false membrane. This was 
dissected off carefully when it rapidly reformed. The ndlk was 
now allowed to " dry up«" yet the hardness and swelling did not 
disappear, although the size was lessened. At the end of six 
months and after cancer had been feared, an abscess formed in the 
breast and discharged for a week, afterward the breast became 
atrophied. "Associated with this fibroid condition of the right 
breast was a constant and severe pain in the right arm.'' While 
the .difficulty was going on in the breast, there appeared an indolent 
swelling of the size of a hazlenut on the lower and back part of 
the radius. This afterward became an open sore^ and discharged 
pus and pieces of bone. Dr. W. regarded the mammary affection 
as diphtheritic. — Chicago Med, Jour, and Examiner, 

Alteration of the Colors of the Halt and Skin after Scarlatina. 

H. W., aged 21 years, had a violent attack of scarlet fever, 
which |was remarkable for the copious serious exudations in the 
skin.^,^Almost over the whole body the epidermis was raised from 
the cutis, as though large blisters had been applied. . The epider- 
mis was thrown off in large flakes, and the exposed Malpighian 
layer healed over slowly with a new epidermis. The patient lost 
all the hair of the scalp, beard, genitals, eyebrows, eyelashes, and 
the nails of his fingers and toes. But the most remarkable feature 
of this case was, that the patient, who had a dark complexion and 
and dark brown hair before his sickness, exhibited, after the scarlet 
fever, the whitest hair and the fairest complexion that were ever 
observed in an albino. His skin, also, had become exceedingly 
sensitive, so that the irritation of mercurial ointment, or exposure 
to the direct sun-light, repeatedly occasioned eczema with subse- 
quent cutaneous desquamation. — Chicago Med. Jour, and JEJxam. 

Epistaxis. 

Bleeding from the nose is often difficult to check, especially in 
persons enfeebled by age. Nearly every case may be controlled 
by giving fifteen drops fl. ext ergot every fifteen minutes till 
checked, then every four hours for a day or two.Eckc. Med. Jour. 

Painful Menstruation. 

Q Cincho Quinine, gr, Ixxx ; macrotin, gr, xviij ; extract stra- 
monium, gr vj; sacchari albi, gr, xxiv; Mix. Divide into 54 
powders. Dose, one powder 3 times a day, commencing ten days 
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before th» expected period; cont ouiog during its first day. — JShlee, 
Med, Jour. 



Sedative Solution in Whoopin«-Cough. 

Mukk, three grains; potassic bromide, half a drachm to two 

scruples; cherry laurel water, one drachm and a half; syrup of 
ether, half an ounce; syrup off belladonna and syrup of codeine, 
of each, one ounce; syrup of orange flower, one ounce and a half. 
To a child eight to ten years of age, give a Heaspoonful between 
meals, morning, evening and night. During the day it is not to 
be used, lest the narcotics recommended disturb digestion. The 
musk, if insupportable, may be omitted. 

Sieep of the Aged. 

Three forms: 1. Continued sleep, from which they must be 

aroused in order to eat, and to which they return immediately 
after. Appetite unchanged, obtuseness of intellect, loss of mem- 
ory, prolonged sojourn in bed, gangrenous degeneration of skin. 
2. Diurnal sleep, with agitation when night falls, inability to find 
the bed which has just been abandoned, getting into another bed 
than their own. This is the sleep at onset of senile dementia. S. 
Agrypnia with complete insomnia — the precursor of a real affec- 
tion of the mind. This condition is to )be treated by opium in 
large doses, which, as generally believed now, rarely induces dys- 
pepsia, cephalic congestion or collapse. 

i 

Remarlcable Case of Peritonitis. 

• In this case, with no knowledge ot the previous history, the pa- 
tient was known to bave died with symptoms of subacute periton- 
itis, with effusion. 

Post mortem — the whole peritoneal surface was found covered 
with a layer of lymph a quarter of an inch in thickness. - There 
were no adhesions of any consequence. "There was found just 
below the splenic flexure of the colon, an irregularly shaped piece 
of porcelain, evidently broken from a plate or dish.** It was a 
fourth of an inch in thickness and must have required an opening 
in the intestine at least an inch and a quarter in length to allow of 
its escape. The opening of exit had entirely healed; it could not 
be found. — Chicago Med. Jour, and Mnaminer. 

Doses In Dispensing Bottles 

An Australian pharmacist indicates on his jars and bottles the 

maximum doses of the various drugs, in order to enable the dis- 
penser to guard against any mistake by a prescriber — Med.JRec. 
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BLIXIB I01>0-BB0J)1II>£ OF CAIiCIUM COMP. 



A phyacian of Penn'a, writes as : — ^ 

"It is reported here by an agent of a Drug House in the city of New York, 
that the lodo-Bromide of Calcium Comp., was refuse matter thrown off from 
your establishment, and was not the genuine article represented. I do not be- 
lieye it, but think you should know the representation made by those who seek 

to injure you.*' 

We publish the above that the Profession may imderstand the misrepresenta- 
tion of parties who travel around the country and seem to have little other busi- 
ness on hand but to traduce Tildsn & Co., and their preparations — giving 
them only such credit as persons of this character are entitled to in any commu- 
nity. The * *Iodo " needs no defence in these pages, as the work it is daily doing 
speaks for itself, and we have simply to remark, if there is a strictly scientific 
preparation used by the profession, it is this. T. & CO. 



A Case of Pertussis, treated ivith Hydrocyanic Acid, result- 
ing in Ptyalism. — By Dr. S. R. Nissley, Pemberton, Ohio. 
The patient a lad of ten years old, accompanied by his father consulted me 
in regard to the violent paroxysm of coughing, incident to an attack of whoop- 
ing cough of some two weeks standing. Upon inquiry I learned that the larger 
class of expectorants had been prescribed, but failed to afford any alleviation 
to the violent paroxysmal, convulsive coughing of the little sufferer. I there- 
fore prescribed the following for my ydung patient, with a rigid injunction that 
the dose should not be increased without consulting me. 

B Hydrocyanic Acid gtt vL 

Syrup Simplex ^ I Sig. 

Dose. Teaspoonf ul. This prescription was made in the evening, and ordered 

that the first dose should be administered on retiring. During the night the 

. little sufferer was agam annoyed by a spell of coughing, and sleeping in ja 
separate department, rose from his bed, seized the bottle and swallowed the en- 
tire contents. Early in the morning, I was summoned by the father, who 
charged me vnth administering mercury in a soluble state and consequently 

, producing extensive salivation, which, he stated, had already become apparent. 
On examination of the mouth the following facts were disclosed: 

The tongue very much inflamed and swollen, and a line of small vlcem ar- 
rayed in one colume, parallel with the dorsum of the lingual organ, assuming 
the same character incident to syphilitic contamination and extending to the 

. palate, and even down the throat, as far as the eye could discern, with a pro- 
fuse flow of saliva and an abscence of that peculiar fetor, denoting mercurial 
salivation. Aside from these local phenomena, the constitutional and toxical 
symptoms were headache, dizziness, dimness of vision, staggering gate, and 
a irrepressible desire to urinate with straining ^ff orts to void it. I at once 
administered the antidotal remedies, but soon discovered that the poisonous ef- 
fects of the drug had already been eliminated from the system, ,by the vis 
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noUurae medicatrix, and placed the patient on the Elixir lodo-Bromide Oal- 
oiom Comp., internally and solution of same properly diluted as a topical dres- 
ding for the mouth. I cite this case in-order to present my views in regard to 
Hydrocyanic acid, that it is capable of producing by its local action upon the 
tiBSues*of the mouth, the same train of symptoms, incident to the constitution- 
al impression of mercury when pushed to such an extent as to produce ^liva- 
tion, only an absence of the leaden taste and peculiar fetid breath of patient. 

Scrofaleus Ulcers, Necrosis of the Tibia. 

Extract from letter of S. C. Chase, M. D., Frankfort, Ohio. 

About two months ago, I was called to Miss iVI. M., aged 16, who had scrof- 
ulous ulcers of the tibial muscle of the right leg, from the upper third to the 
lower third, and implicating the external malleolus, with necrosis of the tibia 
I was informed by the, patient that thirty pieces of bone had been taken from 
the ulcers. I found upon examination six open ulcers discharging unhealthy 
matter. The cloths first taken off, were loaded with dark green fetid corruption. 

I prescribed the Elixir lodo-Bromide of Calcium Comp., and directed dree- 
flings, first with hot water, and then an application of the "Solution lodo" 
properly diluted. She has now been under that for about two months, all of 
the ulcers but two healed during the first month. She is now nearly well. 

FIBWEIN. 



XiUDg: l>isease— Catarrh. 

Extract from letter of Jno. K. Leaning, M. D., Fly Creek, N. Y. 

Last May I wrote you concerning my son, I owe you a debt of gratitude for 
his recovery. The history of his case is as follows : — He was away from home, 
and in October 1875, his right lung commenced to trouble him, it continued 
growing worse, until by passive congestion it became partially hepatized, before 
his attending physician discovered any alarming symptoms. I went for him and 
brought him home as soon as I could. On examination I found that his right 
lung was completely hepatized. Having great confidence in the use of Fibwein 
I immediately prescribed it, in connecli<Hi with Elixir lodo-Bromide of Calcium 
Oomp. He continued its use until April of this year, when he had so far re- 
<M>vered, that he took a five weeks trip to New York, Brooklyn, Philadelphia, 
&G, He has now returned — having enjoyed excellent health during his absence. 
I have examined his lungs since his return, and find them in good condition ex- 
cepting the lateral part of the right lung, which is still somewhat affected. He 
is certainly improving very rapidly, and on the road to good health. I have no 
doubt but that his lungs will ultimately come out all right 

I have used the Firwein, with the Elixir lodo-Bromide of Calcium Comp., in 
two other cases of severe lung disease. One that I think would have termin- 
ated fatally long ago, from phthisis pulmonalis, had it not been fc^ the Firwein 
and"ElixkIodo." 

I have used it with good results in several cases of disease of the mucous mem- 
brane of the lungs, and also in Catarrh of the nasal passages. I consider it a 
very valuable agent in all diseases of the mucous surfaces. With the Elixir 
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lodo, 1 obtain better results than with Ck)d Liver Oil and Liine^ and* believe ft 
to be the best anti-scrofulous remedy I have ever used. 



Bronchial Catarrh. 

Extract from letter of Jas. H. Etherii^b, M. D.^ Associate Editor Chi- 
cago Medical Journal and Examiner, Chicago, IlL 

I have made one impartial trial of ^^Firwein'' in a case of bronchial 
catarr)i, of about seven months standing, in k female patient, est. 27 years, 
single, poorly nourished. The expectoration was profuse iA the course of 
the twenty-four hours, notably the most so mornings upon rising. No 
other lung lesion existed than that above indicated. No other remedial 
measure was instituted than Firwein. I used two bottles of it. The first 
was followed by no particular change, unless I except a lessened viscidity 
of the expectoration. While she was taking the second bottle, rapid am- 
elioration took place till every symptom vanished, and health was restored. 

Sab-acate and Chronic Bronchitis. 

Extract from letter of Edwabd A. Todd, M. D., Jefferson Medical Col- 
lege, Chicago, 111. 

I take pleasure in informing you that during the early part of last win- 
ter I had occasion to make trial of your new remedy ** Firwein" in several 
cases of Sub-acute and Chronic Bronchitis, both uncomplicated and coU'- 
nected with Asthma and Emphysema with uniformly gratifying results. 

All my cases were much relieved, and the majority were entirely cured 
by its use. I take great pleasure in recommending it to the profession. 

Chronic Bronciiltls. 

Extract from letter of A. G. Hale, M. D., Vincentown, N. J. — I have been 
using the Firwein in a case of Chronic Bronchitis of some years standing, witk 
good results. 

I entertain a high opinion of the article, and can recommend the same in aU 
cases of bronchial difficulties. 

Diseases ot the Throat and Iiiinfirs--Catarrh. 

Dr. Maeshall, of Nebraska, writes: May 20th, 1876. — I have used the Fir- 
wein in my practice, as well as in my own family, with most excellent results 
in all diseases of the throat and lungs. It is admirable, exercising a purifying 
and remedial power which surprised me. I have great faith in its use in 
Catarrh. 

Throat and liung Diseases. 

Dr. Lincoln, of Illinois, May I7tb, 1876, writes: — ^The Firwein is the best 
remedy in Throat and Lung diseases I have ever used, and I have faith that if 
iised in the early stages of irritated throat and coughs, the mortality from con- 
sumption would be reduced one-half. I do not wish to be regarded as extrava- 
gant in my views, but having observed severe chronic cases yield, I reason it 
would, if taken early, remove the cause, and we should have less of what are 
called confirmed consumptive cases. 
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PUEBPERAL FEVER. 

Perhaps there is no diaease which the physician views with 
more solicitude than the exhibition of puerperal fever. Expe- 
rience shows that the most skilful are inadequate to its control, 
and cure. It is the duty of every pmctitioner to g^ard as far as 
possible the spread of this disease. Whatever opinion may have 
existed, and whatever indulgence may have henetefore been ex- 
tended to those ignorant of the true character of ihe disease, can- 
not now be expected, and ought not to be granted) for the practi- 
tioner is now too well informed, or at least the sources of inform- 
ation are too open for him, longer to be ignorant, that this most 
deadly of our domestic afflictions is ooi^veyed from the infected 
to the healthy most frequently by the accoucheur or nu|^e. 

The term puerperal fever was first employed by Dr. Strother, 
in the year 1716, to designate the most fatal inflammatory disease 
to which child-bed women are liable. The name is now generally 
employed by medical writers, and is considered to be synonymous 
with the terms puerperal peritonitis, child-bed fev^er, peritoneal 
fever, or the epidemic disease of lying-in women. 

The cecords of medicine afford indubitable evidence of the 
fact, that puerperal or child-bed women have, from the most re- 

17 
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mote periods of antiquity, been liable to attacks of this destruc- 
tive affection. In the works, however, of the earlier authors, its 
history is short and imperfect; and it is probable that the disease 
did not attract particular attention of physicians before the mid- 
dle of the seventeenth century, when it occurred at Paris as a 
malignant epidemic in the lying-in-wards of the Hotel Dieu. Since 
that period it has often been observed in the principal cities and 
lying-in-hospitals of Europe, both in a sporadic and epidemic 

form. 

Great differences of opinion exist, in respect to the contagious 

quality of certain forms of puerperal fever, just as great differ- 
ences exist as to the contagiousness of continued fevers, of cholera, 
of the plague. We possess, however, some valuable and highly 
instructive accounts of epidemics of this kind, leaving little doubt 
as to the contagious character of this disease. One by Dr. Gor- 
don, on the epidemic peritonitis after child-birth which took place 
lit Aberdeen, in the years 1789, 1790. Another by Mr. Hey, one 
that happened at Leeds from 1809, to 1812. And a third by the 
late Dr. Armstrong, on that which was observed in Sunderland 
and its neighborhood, in 1812. Dr. Robert Lee has also collected 
some very interesting facts in reference to the spreading of the 
peritonitis by contagion. Dr. Grordon had; he affirms, unquestion- 
able proof that the cause of the disease was a specific contagion. 
The disease seized such women only as were visited or delivered 
by a practitioner, or taken care of by a nurse who had previously 
attended patients affected with the same disorder. Dr. Rigby 
remarks, that the discharges from a patient in puerperal fever 
are highly contagious, and may beconmiunicated to healthy lying- 
in-women by using the same sponge, as proved repeatedly in the 
Vienna Hospital. Mr. Davis states, that in the autumn of 1822 
he met with twelve cases, while his medical friends in the neigh- 
borhood ^d not meet with any. He could attribute this to no 
other cause than his* having been present at the examination of 
two cases, and his conveying the infection to his patients, not- 
M^ithstanding every precaution. Examples have occurred of all 
the patients of one partner in a medical firm having been succes- 
sively attacked after delivery, when those of the other partner 
had entirely escaped. In an epidemic puerperal fever, which pre- 
vailed in Philadelphia in 1842, the disease in one district was 
confined exclusively to the practice of a single physician, exten- 
sively engaged in obstetrics. 
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It is hardly necessary to go into detail to prove the contagions 
njatnre of this disease, as there are few, if any, American practi- 
tioners who do not fully believe in this doctrine. It seems almost 
impossible that any one can believe otherwise; than that those 
cases occurring in succession to the same practitioner, are instances 
of direct inoculation. Recollect, that the hand of the acooucher 
is brought almost of necessity, into frequent contact with the 
uterine fluids of the newly-made mother. Recollect those among 
you who have examined the interior of the dead body with your 
own hands, — recollect, with what tenacity the smell, which is th\i8 
contracted, clings to the fingers, in spite even of repeated wash- 
ings, and whilst this odor remains, there must also remain the 
matter which produces it. Recollect how minute a quantity of 
an animal poison may be sufficient to corrupt the whole mass of 
blood, and fill the body with loathsome and fatal disease. lUas'- 
trations will occur to you in the inoculated small-poz, in hydro- 
phobia, in the viper bite, in the scratches and punctures of the 
dissecting room. Reflecting upon these faots, you will see too 
much liklihood in the dreadful suspicion, that the hand which [is 
relied upon for succor in the painful and perilous hour of child^ 
birth, and which is invoked to secure the safety of both mother 
and child, but especially of the mother, may literally, become the 
innocent cause of her destruction; innocent no longer, however, 
if, after warning and knowledge of the risk, suitable means are 
not used to avert a catastrophe so shocking. 

It is hardly necessary to point to the practical lesson which 
these faots inculcate. Whenever puerperal fever is rife, or when 
a practitioner has attended any one instance of it, he should use 
most diligent ablution; he should even wash his hands with some 
disinfecting fluid; he should in short take every precaution which, 
when the danger is understood, common sense will suggest, 
against his clothes or his body becoming a vehicle of contagion 
and death between one patient and another. 

There is something truly remarkable in the extreme tenacity of 
this animal poison^ and the minuteness of dose nacessary to infect 
the lying-in female, as well as the certainty of infection upon ex- 
posure to the smallest particle of the infectious matter. 

These facts saffi>3iently show the contagious nature of this dis- 
ease; that this fever may be propagated both by the haad^, and 
by the clothes, or by either, of a third person, that third person 
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being generally the midwife and nurse. Bat not only is it tlius 
contagious — ^the tangible communication often taking place during 
an examination per vagman — ^bnt it is also infectious through tlie 
medium of the bedclothes or bedding, or the body clothes of a 
patient, or of a midwife, or nurse, or the contaminated air of a 
lying-in ward. 

Now, after the evidence adduced — ^and the amount could have 
been quadrupled — ^is it not criminal for any medical man to go 
from a case of this disease, to a female in the parturient or puer- 
perid state, without using tbe strictest precaution. 

Dr. Holmes has forcibly and eloqtieiirtly brought this much neg- 
lected subject befcMre the profession; and he tftius concludes: It 
is as a lesson, rather than a reproach, that I call up the menioiy 
of those irreparable errors and wrongs. No tongue can tell the 
heart-breakisig calamity they have caused; they have cast the 
helplessness of infiaaoy sii4o the strangers arms, or bequeathed it 
with less cruelty the deadi of ks dying parent. 'There is no tone 
deep plough for regret, and no voice ioud eneugh for mourning. 
The woman about to become a mother, or with her new-bom in- 
fant iipon her bosom, shoald be t^ object of trembling care and 
sympathy wherever she bears her tender burden, or stretches her 
aching limbs. 
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IRIS VERSICOLOR. 
{Blue Flag.) 

Mctract from the manuscript of Materia Medica^ by I. J, M. 
Go88^ M. D.y to be published by sfubscription. 

Iris Versicolor is a native of many parts of the United States, 
growing in moist or wet situations. Its flowers are of a purplish 
color, variegated with green and white. The sepals are spatulate, 
beardless, petals erect, stigmas petioloid, and of a purple color. 
Capsule three sided, wii)h roundish angles. The root is fleshy, 
horizontal, of an acrid taste, but nearly ordorless. It flowers 
from May to July. The root very much resembles the common 
sweet- flag. 

Mbdical Pbopbbtibs. — Iris Versicolor has been much used for 
its toxical effects upon the mucous surface of the gastro-intestinal 
canal, which is that of the drastic cathartics. I have never used 
it for that purpose, but for its therapeutic effects upon that surface. 
It evidently has an affinity for the gastro-intestinal mucous surface, 
and that affinity renders it a very valuable remedy in many diseases 
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of that part of the system. It has been used in combination 
with alteratives, in syphilis, but if it possesses any specific power 
over that disease I have never seen it. It does have a tendency 
to the glandular apparatus, and may through the glandular sys- 
tem, and in eliminating the syphilitic virus from the blood, of 
this fact, I have no definite evidence that is reliable. It does 
have a specific tendency to the gastro-intestinal mucous surface, 
and its glandular apparatus. It alters the secretory functions of 
these glands. It so irritates the duodenum, in large doses, as to 
have given rise to the belief that it acts on the liver; but its direct 
power over the liver is quite doubtf uL Any harsh cathartic may 
irritate the liver, and cause thereby an increase of biliary secretion 
for the time. Such action is not natural or favorable. Like Phy- 
tolacca, Rhus Toxicodendron, and Sulphur, it has a tendency to 
the skin, it has been found useful in Psoriasis, Tinea, Prurigo, 
Cmsta Lacta, Eczema and some other like affections. In the skin 
diseases of children connected with, or caused by, acidity of the 
stomach. Iris is a direct remedy, if given in small doses so as to 
avoid its toxical effects. 

In that very unpleasant disease sick headache, which is gener- 
ally from acidity of tbe stomach. Iris is almost a specific. It cor- 
rects the acidity of the stomach in a few days, and the very ex- 
cruciating nervous headache will cease. 

It is not a remedy for purely nervous headache, from congestion, 
but for that annoying heeulachey that accompanies indigestion, in 
the purely nervous form. Belladonna or Solanum Nigrum would 
be more likely to do good. It has been highly praised in facial 
neuralgia, and its direct action upon the stomach, by reflex ner- 
vous influaice it doubtless will relieve neuralgia, which is caused 
by acidity of the stomach. 

It has such direct effect upon the glandular system, that it has 
been supposed to affect the salivary glands similar to mercury. In 
large doses, it causes salivation, but does not affect the oseous 
system, neverthelessy the salivation, like that of mercury, is a pa- 
thological condition, and not curative of disease. But in smaller 
doses, it restores the tissues (for which it has a specific affinity,) 
to healthy, or physiological condition. In cases of chronic gas- 
tritis, (of the mucous surface ), SBsOphagitis, duodenitis, and some 
other forms of of chronic dyspepsia, attended with acidity of the 
stomach. Iris may be prescribed with confidence. The tincture of 
the fresh root only should be used, as age destroys its virtues. 
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There are also cases of duodenal dyspepsia, attended with pain 
in the hypogastriam, emotions of gas, dull, heavy, sluggish feel- 
ing, which is caused by inaction of the pancreas. Here the Iris 
will do good service, for it acts upon that organ just as it does 
upon the salivary glands. The pancreas doubtless belongs to the 
group of salivary glands. The pancreatic fluid is analogous to 
the salivary fluid. It acts upon starch in a similar, but in a more 
energetic way than saliva, changing it into sugar and lactic acid; 
and it acts upon oleaginous materials, converting them into an 
emulsion, so that they can enter the absorbents. Many of the 
disorders of the digestive system have their origin in a diseased 
state of the pancreas, and any remedy that acts favorably upon it, 
is a desideratum. 

It is a well known fact that normal pancreatic juice is as neces- 
sary to healthy and complete digestion as gastric juice, or healthy 
bile. Primary digestion, to be perfect, requires healthy gastrio 
fluid, in normal quantity. Secondary digestion, to be complete, 
also requires healthy bile and pancreatic fluid also, in suflicient 
quantity to complete secondary digestion, which is the conversion 
of the chyme, (as it passes from the stomach, into the duodenum,) 
into chyle. Many derangements of digestion, doubtless, are due to 
deficiency of biliary and pancreatic fluid. Irid will restore the 
action of the pancreas, if not that of the liver. 

A remedy that so powerfully stimulates the salivary glands, as 
Iris does, doubtless will likewise stimulate to healthy action, the 
pancreas, which is a similar tissue, and possessing a similar func- 
tion. When cats have been killed with the tincture of Iris versi- 
color, the most noted toxical effect observed on examination, was 
a highly congested state of the pancreas. (See Dr. Burt's expe- 
riments.) It thus will relieve gastralgia and gastrodynia, evidently, 
the results of imperfect action of the liver and pancreas. 

Iris acts violently upon the entire intestinal canal, but especially 
upon the upper portion. It causes, in large doses, diarrhoea, with 
colic a^d flatulence, with watery, mucous, green, and sometimes 
bloody stools with tenesmus. This shows its affinity also for the 
mucous coat of the intestinal canal. Hence, it is a remedy in di- 
seases peculiar to the intestinal canal, as colic, from imperfect 
secondary digestion, also cholera morbus and cholera infantum. 
In cases of bilious diarrhoea, (so called,) characterized by green 
stools and burning sensation in the rectum, Iris will correct that 
morbid state of the mucous surface, and its cause, — the pancreatic 
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and Hilary seoretions. It is asserted by some writers that it is an 
efficient remedy in gleet and leacorrlioBa. Dr. Ooe thinks it a pos- 
itive remedy in uterine lencorrhoea. And as this form of leuoor- 
rhcea is the result of disease of the glandular follicles of the 
cervix uteri, it is quite possible that Iris may act weU in such con- 
ditions, as it has a direct affinity for oertain glandular structured. 
It has also been thought to cure prostatitis and spermatorrhoea, 
I have never used it in such cases, but it may act curatively in 
the morbid conditions of these glandular structures. 

It is a very positive remedy for istottnatitis, attended with pain- 
ful burning in the fauces and mouth. It is also recommended 
for dfjphtheria, attended with salivation and swelling of the par- 
otids. And it is worthy of a trial in this formidable disease. 

Its preparation. — ^The tincture of the fresh root, 8 | te a pint of 
Alcohol, or the fluid extract made from the above tinsture, or the 
Irisin or Irillin made f i^om the green root are the only preparations 
that are reliable. Prof. Scudder says: ^^The root generally sold 
is worthless." 



— ♦- 



RAPID DIMINUTION OF A REMARKABLY LARO-E 
SPLEEN UNDER THE HYPODERMIC EMPLOY- . 

M53NT OF ER&OT. 

BY J. H. KILLSB, M. D. 

Mrs. S«, aged 28, married, the mother of three children, of pre- 
vious good health, was attacked in August last with bilious fever, 
as i^e states, recovered, but shortly relapsed, and has since that 
time been suffering from frequent attacks of intermittent fever of 
the quotidian type. 

Her physician, not having been penetrated with the iacandes* 
cence of advancing medical science, but a thoroughly stereotyped 
routinist, put her through on remedies of the most absolute char- 
acter, and what her disease had not already done for her, he very 
effectually accomplished. 

On the first day of January I called. to see her, and found her 
in extreme .pt<>stration and very anamic, with dyspepsia, neural- 
gia, and a marked form of intermittent fever, and with a spleen of 
extraordinary dimensions; so large was it that the whole abdomi- 
riA cairit^jr, f rom the extreme left to the middle of the right hypo- 
chondrium, and from the umbilicus into the epigastrium, was occu- 
pied by its presence. 

After improving her general condition by proper alimentation. 
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by toniosy and by stunulants^ I addressed my remedies more par- 
ticnlarly to the reduotion of the size of the spleen, and presoribed 
for that pnrpone large doses of quinine, chloride of ammonixim and 
iodine, with iodio-croton liniments externally. 

Baring failed, after considerable perseverance with these rem- 
edies, to elicit a favorable response: I determined to abandon 
them entirely, and pmt the therapeutic powers of ergot fairly to 
the test. 

Na other remedies were administered except tino. gentian, three 
ounces, acidi hydrocyanic dilut. twenty-four drops, one teaspOOn- 
ful thrice daily, for some gastric troubles which seemed to call for 
special attention. 

On the fidxth day of February I made the first hypodermic in- 
jection of ergot. I visited her again on the seventh, and made the 
second injection; and, although I did not find aliy diminution in 
the size of the spleen, yet discovered a very sensible ehuige in its 
character and consistency. On the 8th I made the third injection, 
and at that visit there was a very preceptible shrinkage. Owing 
to professional engagements of a different character, I did not visit 
her on the 9th. On the 10th I made the fourth insertion, and 
found a very decided diminution in its size, and for fotir ooiisecu- 
tive days I made injections^ with rapid and marked diminution. 
On the 14th it had almost attained its normal size. Thus, from 
the 0th to the 14th, that enormous spleen had almost entirely dis- 
appeared under the hypodermic use of ergot alone. On 14th of 
March, I called in order to ascertain if the improvement had been 
permanent. She met me at the door with a recognition of com- 
plaisance, and with expressions of profound gratitude. The ipleen 
was normal. — Med. Record. 
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SOME FORMS OF DYSPEPSIA. 
Dr. F. Delafield {Amer. Clinical Lectures^ YoL 2, Ko. iv.), 
under the above title, gives some valuable suggestions: (1). 
Dyspepsia confined to the stomach has the following symptoms, 
viz.: attacks of pain and vomiting, coming at finrt at l<mg and 
then at short intervals — the attack always excited by the ingestion 
of food and the pain ceasing when the stomach is emptied. The 
disease lasts for years, and steadily grows worse. Medical treat- 
ment alleviates the symptoms for longer or shorter intervals, but 
never permanently. 
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The most rational and effectual treatment of these cases is the 
systematic use of the stomach-pump. The pump, as a rule, is not 
to be used till three hours after a meal of solid food. The patient 
eoon learns to use the pump at home. (2). Dyspepsia due to func- 
tional derangement of the small intestine, the stomach being unaf- 
fected. Symptoms — pain is the most troublesome and may be 
referred to any part of the abdominal cavity. It is usually de- 
scribed as a constant dull pain — ^has no special relation to the in- 
gestion of food or its quality. It occurs when the stomach is full 
or empty — whether the food is spare and simple or abundant and 
rich. The use of liquor will usually stop it for a short time. There 
may be some particular time of the day at which the pain comes 
on with tolerable regularity. There may be nausea, but not vom- 
iting. Appetite is often good and food causes no distress. Some 
oases are easily relieved by treatment; others prove obstinate. 
Drugs indicated are, cubebs, ipecac, and assfoBtida. Horseback 
riding is often of great service. 

(8). Dyspepsia from disordered functions of the liver. Clinically 
these cases can be divided into two classes; (a). Those of florid 
complexion and of well developed adipose and muscular tissues. 
(5). Those of pallid complexion, spare figure and feeble muscles. 
In the first class the symptoms are due to derangement of those 
functions of the liver which should effect the destructive metamor- 
phosis of albuminoid substances, so that patients receive a full 
supply of the nutritious portions of the food, but do not get rid 
of the excrementitious. In the second class, the functions which 
should assimilate the fat and peptones are so disordered that the 
patient is imperfectly nourished. In one case the tissues are over- 
manured, but badly drained; in the other, they are well enough 
drained but not manured at alL 

Symptoms of the first class of cases are — depression of spirits 
liability to attacks of vertigo, bowels more or less irregular, urine 
apt to contain an excess of uric acid or of the urates, partial loss 
of memory, inability to apply the mind to business. Treatment — 
an entire abstinence from every kind of alcoholic drink; also from 
tobacco; vigorous outdoor muscular exercise; drugs as indicated. 

Symptoms of the second class of cases — ^flatulence, headache, 
curious nervous feelings in various parts of the body, sleepless- 
ness, hypochondria often, irregular action of the heart, pain in 
the precordial region and a dull pain in the right hypochondriac 
region, extending to the back and shoulder, constipation, emacia- 
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tion, urine normal uBually. Treatment of this condition is different. 
Diet must be carefully regulated — full and nutritious; constipation 
must be relieved, nervous symptoms allayed, appetite improved by 
the mineral acids, exercising in the open air, bathing the entire 
body daily in cold water. 
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DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE ANESTHESIA OF 

ETHER AND CHLOROFORM. 
Prof. Schiff {Brit. Medy Jour. May 22, 1876) relates the results 
of more than five thousand experiments on the differences be- 
tween ether and chloroform ansBsthesia. With both paralysis of 
concious sensation, paralysis of the movement of voluntary mus- 
cles, paralysis of respiration, circulation, and, finally, paralysis of 
the heart and the vaso-mortor nerves occurs. Respiratory paral- 
ysis is produced by ether when circulation and blood pressure re- 
mains within the limits compatible with life. Sometimes the vas- 
cular pressure increases, sometimes it decreases, but is always 
sufficiently high to allow the exchange of the carbonic acid gas 
with the oxygen of the atmosphere. Vascular succeeds respira- 
tojry paralysis when ether is administered. The reverse takes 
place with chloroform. Frequently an amount of this anaesthetic 
agent which would not be sufficient to produce respiratory may 
suffice to bring on vascular paralysis. Under these conditions^ 
and when vascular paralysis lasts under thirty seconds, artificial 
respiration is useless, because there is no longer any exchange of 
gases, the blood pressure being diminished. The cessation of res- 
piration, therefore^ is not the most dangerous moment to animal 
life, when etherization is employed, whilst it may be so with chlo- 
roformization, because sometimes it is possible to produce some 
automatic respiratory movements, but, nevertheless, respiration 
ceases immediately and the animal dies. With etherization, on 
the contrary, when some automatic inspirations are obtained, it 
may be taken as certain that respiration will continue, and that 
the animal will live. Schiff affirms that in the present state of our 
science there are no means which will show us how to recognize, 
so as to prevent them, the tendencies which may cause death in 
some animals after the first inhalations of chloroform before hav- 
ing produced true ansdsthesia. The reverse occurs with ether, so 
that it may be said that, in the present state of knowledge, the 
surgeon is responsible for the death of the individual by etheriza- 
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tion, whilst he is not responsible when death occurs from ohloro- 
formization. From these facts Schiff concludes: 

1. The phenomena relating to the paralysis of sensibility and 
movement are common to both ether and chloroform. 

2. The two other orders of phenomena — ^that is to say, those re- 
lating to yasoular and respiratory paralysis— of ten show themselves 
in inverse order with reference to these two agents. 

3. With chloroform, however, either the one or the other of 
these two paralyses may first show itself, involving great danger 
to the animal if the vascular phenomena be the first to make their 
appearance. Therefore the use of chloroform should be rejected 
and ether only used. 



ACUTE RHEUMATISM TREATED BY SALICYLIC 

ACID. 

Dr. Strieker {Berlin Klin. Wbeh.-^BrUiah Medical Journal, 

May 6, 1876) sums up the results obtained in treating fourteen 

cases of acute rheumatism by salicylic acid, as follows: 

1. Salicylic acid appears to be a rapid and radical remedy in 
acute articular rheumatism. 

2. It can be administered in hourly doses of seven and one*half 
to fifteen grains, without injury to the human system. 

3. It can be given in this way for a longer time to young and 
vigorous subjects than to the old and feeble. 

4. In the latter toxic symptoms appear sooner than in the former. 

5. The toxic symptoms are of various degrees. 

6. The most usual are noises in the ears, difficulty of hearing, 
and perspiration. When these appear, the continued use of the 
medicine is oontra-indicated. 

7. If the salicylio acid acts thoroughly in the manner expected 
of it, there should be, during the treatment of articular rheumatism 
by a certain quantiy given internally, no return of the disease in a 
hitherto unaffected joint, nor any seccmdary inflammation of. the 
endo-cardium or other serou« membranes. 

8. In order to prevent a relapse it is necessary to continue the 
use of the salicylic acid in small doses for some days after the end 
of the principal treatment. 

9. Sidicylic acid is of doubtful use in chronic articular rheuma- 
tism. 

10. It is not likely to be useful in gonorrhoeal and dysenteric 
rheumatisms, or in sepssmico inflammation of the joints. 
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quinine ts endowed with excito-motor powers over the vaso-motor 
nerves, and in this manner explains its hemostatic power in every 
case where contraction of the capillaries is insufficient or wanting. 
(The Doctor.) — American Practitioner. 
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Therapeutics and Materia Medica. 

Acute Rheumatism Treated by Salicin. 

Dr. T. MacLagan {London Lancet) reports eight carefully ob- 
served cases of rheumatism treated by salicin. From these he 

concludes; 

1. We have in salicin a valuable remedy in the treatment of 

acute rheumatisnL 

2. The more acute the case, the more marked the benefit pro- 
duced. 

8. In acute cases, its beneficial action is generally apparent 
within twenty-four — always within forty-eight — hours of its ad- 
ministration in sufficient dose. 

4. Given thus at the conunenoement of the attack, it seems 
sometimes to arrest the course of the malady as affeotively as 
quinine cures an ague, or ipecacuanha a dysentery. 

5. The relief of pain is always one of the earliest effects pro- 
duced. 

6. In acute cases, relief of pain and a fall of temperature gen- 
erally occur simultaneously. 

6. In sub-acute cases, the pain is sometimes decidedly relieved 
before the temperature begins to fall. This is especially the case 
when, as is frequently observed in those of nervous temperament, 
the pain is proportionally greater than the abnormal rise of tem- 
perature* 

8. In chronic riieumatism, salicin sometimes does good where 
other remedies fail, but it also sometimes fails where others do 
good. 

Poisonous Properties of a Series of Aicohols. 

M. Andig6 {La France Medicale — Medical Times^ September 
11, 1875) reports the results of a series of experiments on some 
of the alcohols produced by fermentation, including ethylic, pro- 
pylic, butylic and amylic alcohol : 
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1. The tozio properties of this series follows mathematioally 
their atomic composition. Whenever the latter is represented by 
high numbers, the poisonous action is marked, and this is the case 
whether the alcohol has been introduced through the skin or by 

the stomach. 

2. For the same alcohol the toxic effect is greater when it has 

been given by the stomach than when it has been administered 
through the skin. In the latter case the dilution of the alcohol 
augments its action. 

8. The phenomena observed appear to be the same in genera), 
except in the degree of intensity, whichever alcohol be employed. 

The lesions produced also follow an increasing order from ethy- 
Hc to amylic alcohoL The disturbances of the intestinal mucous 
membrane are all as intense when the alcohol has been given hy- 
podermically, as when it was given by the mouth. With the same 
alcohol pulmonary congestion and apoplexy were more frequent 
when it had been given by the stomach. 

Chronic Dysentery— Cured by Topical Treat nnent. 
Dr. T. G. Thomas {If, Y. Med. Jovr.^ Jan., 1876) reports a case 

of ohronic dysentery of live years' standing cured by three appli- 
cations of nitric acid to the ulcerated rectuni. The patient was 
ansesthetiBed — placed in the left lateral position, and after stretch- 
of the sphincter aai by the finger, a long duck-bill speculum was 
introduced. This was held by the nurse, exactly as in vaginal 
examinations, while by a depressor the anterior rectal wall was 
pressed downwards. The whole rectal canal was now exposed, to 
the sigmoid flexure. By a syringe it was cleansed of all f»cal 
matters. Throughout its whole extent the exposed intestine Was 
seen svrollen, oedematous, hanging in hsBmorrhoidal masses stud- 
ded with deep ulcers, having grayish bottoms. It was greatly 
engorged and presented that deep red, almost violet hue, which is 
seen in the throat in cases of diphtheria. By cotton on a rod, 
nitric acid was highly applied to the ulcers and swollen mucous 
membrane. After the third application, within a period of one 
month the patient was entirely well. 

Diphtheria of the Intestine. 

A. Rajawsky (CentrMlaMfur die Med. Wiesenechaften — Med. 

Times^ December 25, 1875), from observations of diphtheritic 
processes of the human intestine, concludes : 

1. Diphtheria of the intestine is always preceded by a catarrhal 
affection. 
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2. The commencement of diphtheria is characterized by a de« 
posit of a fibrinous exudation, which collects in the mucous mem- 
brane and on its surface. 

3 This is followed by death of the tissue of the mucous mem- 
brane, and its metamorphosis into a granular mass containing 
albumen. This destructiye process extends, and at the same time 
a hyaline metamorphosis of the blood vessels appears in the altered 
tissues. 

4. Micrococci and bacteria are found both in the altered and in 
the unaltered tissue, in the former in colonies, in the latter disper- 
sed singly. Even at a time when the tissue has not become fluid, 
canals filled with bacteria can be found in the sub-mucous layer. 
Experiments made upon rabbits show that diphtheria of the in- 
testine can be artificially induced by injection of fluids containing 
bacteria into the blood only after the intestinal mucous membrane 
has undergone changes of an inflammatory character. 

Retained Placenta after Abortion. 

Dr. H. Spondly {Lond. Med. Record^ April 15, 1876) from his 
personal observations concludes: 

1. One cannot depend upon the placenta being always spon- 
taneously expelled with the foetus, and adhesions are unfrequent. 

2. A retarded delivery of the placenta is always accompanied 
with considerable danger, especially from repeated floodings, which 
in the most favorable circumstances delay convalescence. 

8. It is strongly to be recommended to remove the placenta 
with the fingers in the early stages, when the cervix is dilated suf- 
ficiently to admit at least one finger 

4. Injections of carbolic acid, diluted in warm water, should be 
used to remove portions of placenta which may be left in utero. 
These retained portions are much more frequent in ordinary abor- 
tions than with this operation. 

5. Care should be taken to use no force to enter the uterus when 
it is closed without previous dilatation. 

6. Midwives should be instructed to send for medical help when- 
ever the ovum is incompletely expelled, as then the uterus as a 
rule would be found permeable. 

Penetrating Wounds of Knee Joint. 

Dr. A. Gayet {Lyon Medicate — New York Med. Jour.^ Jiily> 
1876) concludes a report of eight cases of the above form of in- 
jury as follows: 
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1. A penetrating wound of the knee joint, when made' by a 
pointed instmment and without complication, is not dangerous, 
provided it is allowed to cicatrize in an immovable position. 

2. When left to itself, or improperly treated, arthritis of the 
most formidable character may result. 

3. The dangers of arthritis are in direct proportion to the extent 
of the wound and the difficulties which prevent union by first in- 
tentions. 

4. Complications of the bony structures render the case ex- 
tremely grave, nevertheless fractures of the patella, if complica- 
ted, do not call for amputatioif or resection. 

5. The presence of foreign bodies, however small, determines 
arthritis and its consequences, and demands amputation or resec* 

tion. 

6. Posterior wounds would seem to be m«re dangerous than 

anterior wounds, on account of the density and number of the 
tissues and the presence of vessels, etc. 

Torsion— Its Advantages over Ligature In arresting Hennor- 
rhage. 

M. Tillaux, in a lecture at a Paris Hospital(^r£^, Med. Jour, 
May 20, 1876) stated that he had for five yaars used torsion for 
all arteries, large or small. He believed that torsion is applicable 
to all arteries, especially the larger ones. A single pair of forceps 
is sufficient, and not two pairs, as employed in England and else- 
where. The artery should be seized obliquely and not longitudi- 
nally, and in such a manner that the three coats, in their entire 
breadth, should be included in their grip. The torsion or twist- 
ing should then be practiced until the portion seized becomes de- 
tached. Torsion is applicable to atheromatous or inflamed arteries 
as well as arteries in a healthy condition. 

Torsion favors union by the first intention, owing to the absence 
of a foreign body, as in the case of ligatures. Like ligatures, 
torsion prevents primary hemorrhage, but it acts more effectually 
in preventing secondary hemorrhage. M. Tillaux asserts that, 
although he has employed torsion in about a hundred cases of 
capital operations, he has never had a single case of primary or 
secondary hemorrhage. 

One of the attending surgeons to the Philadelphia hospital has 
for many years used torsion exclusively with, on the whole, excel- 
lent success. He has devised an ingenious apparatus for twisting 
arteries. 
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Sterility Caused by Fatty Degeneration of Spermatozoa. 

Dr, h/Bissiohi {II Movimentz Med. Chirurg — Clinic^ April 29^ 
1876) reports a case illastrating a cause of sterility overlooked. 
A yong man of perfect health was married to a woman of good 
physique. The man had not been addicted to drink or venereal 
excesses of any sort. Yet they were sterile. On careful examin- 
ation, it was found that the secretion of the testicles had under- 
gone fatty degeneration. Thus it appears that in a period of ap- 
parent vigor, with no apparent affection of the testes there may 
be complete fatty degeneration of the spermatozoa. Further, thi» 
may be a cause of infecundity. 

Method of Bandaging the Breast. 

Dr. L. A. Dugas {Louisville Med. Jour., April, 1876) says that 
in treating mammitis or mammary abscess he uses the foUowing^ 
method of bandagine: A bit of cotton or linen shirting, about 
ten inches wide and long enough, is placed about the thorax and 
secured in front by digitations similar to other " many-tailed " 
bandages. This is to be applied hem the axilla down, passing' 
around the chest and over the mamma, and to be tied in front of 
the sternum. It effectually compresses both organs, and may be 
removed, loosened or tightened according to the exigencies of the 
case, without any difficulty whatever. If only one breast is af- 
fected, the bandage may be so split as not to cover tne whole of 
the other. The child may be nursed through an aperture made in 
the bandage for the nipple. As soon as the congestion becomes- 
painful or threatening, the bandages should be applied with such 
moderate tightness as will relieve pain, and it should be continued 
until the trouble has entirely subsided. 

Impure Ice. 

Considering the enormous quantity of ice consumed in thi» 

country during the summer season, it is a matter of some impor- 
tance that due atteation should be paid to the purity of the source 
from which the ice is derived. We hav« already had reason to 
suspect our milk supply, and it would be as well to take warning 
from the outbreak of an intestinal disorder which occurred at a 
hotel in America, {Louisville Med. Netos)^ and which was clearly 
traced to the impure ice supplied. Mr. M'Clellan draws attention 
to the fact that the ice in this caae was collected from a pond hav- 
ing a uniform depth of only two feet, and that the pond was so 
much contaminated by marsh mud and decomposing sawdust as 
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to be of a black ooloar and offensive odour. It is useless to ex- 
pect water of such a character, and in such a situation, to produce 
pure ice, although ice taken from a deep river, lake, or pool, is one 
of the purest forms of water. It would be interesting to know 
what becomes of the ice derived from the many shallow ponds in 
the suburbs of London, which are far from being as pure as one 
could desire. — The Doctor. 



Means to Make Leeches take Immediately. 

Place the leeches in a glass half full of cold water, and having 
carefully cleansed the part with hot water, apply the glass rapidly 
to the skin. The leeches attach themselves to the diseased part 
wi^.th surprising rapidity. It seems to the patient that he has re- 
ceived but a single bite. When all the leeches have bitten, the 
the glass should be raised with precaution so as not to wet the pa- 
tient needlessly. To do so a sponge or towel should be applied, so 
as to receive the water as it flows out. If the point to which the 
leeches are to be applied is very limited, place a sheet of strong 
paper, having a hole of the dimensions of the part on the glass. — 
Jievue de lUterature Medicate. 



Squills. 

Dr. Th. Husemann {DeiUscfie Med, Woch. — Jour. Nerv. Diseases, 

April, 1876) in an elaborate article concludes: 

1. The extract of squills, prepared according to the directions 
of the German pharmacopoeia, is a very constant preparation in its 
action on the animal organism. 

2. It affects the innervation of the heart and the cardiac muscle 
in a very similar manner as do digitalin, digitalein, helleborein, 
antiarrin, thevetin and all those glycosides which are known as 
cardiac poisons. 

3. The diuretic action of this extract can be explained only by 
the increase of blood pressure connected with its effect as a car- 
diac poison; it acts in no other way, and produces neither a local 
irritant action on the urinary passages, nor does it have an elimi- 
nant effect from irritation of * the kidneys. 

4. The indications and contra-indications of extract of squills 
as a remedy in dropsy are apparently not different from those of 
digitalis. 

5. It does not have an expectorant effect by any eliminant ac- 
tion on the bronchial nervous membrane. 

18 
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6. It is also not an anti-pyretic; it rather, im large or small doses, 
causes a constant increase of temperature. 

7, The commercial scillitin, on account of the uncertainty of its 
action, which prerents an accurate judgement of the dose, cannot 
be recommended as a substitute for the extract. 



Sulphate of Cinchonldla. 

Dr. N. D. V. Howard, of the St. Louis County Insane Asylum., 
remarks, says the " St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal," that 
he has used sulphate of cinchonidia with success in his asylum as 
a substitute for quinine. He has tabulated 100 cases of intermit- 
tent fever which were thus treated. The average length of treat- 
ment was 4.3 days; the average amount taken 83.7 grains, or at 
the rate of 10 grains per diem. The general plan pursued was to 
give a mild purgative and follow it with 20 or 15 grains of the 
sulphate of cinchonidia with a malarial pill twice a day. Very 
few had a second chilL There were only two or three relapses. 
Dr. Howard has taken fifty grains in two days without any head 
symptoms. The malarial pill above spoken of is prepared accord- 
ing to the following formula: Pil. hydrarg. cc. grs.; piperine, oc, 
grs.; cinchonidia sulphatis, ccxl. grs.; amimoniae carbazotatis, xL 
grs. ; podophylin, xv. grs. ; atropise sulphatis, i. gr. ; ol. piperis rugi, 
ij. M. Ft. massa: divide in pil .200 — ^two to five per diem, lie 
introduction of atropia was due to the observation by Dr. Howard 
of the benefit derived froni its hypodermic injection in ague. — Am. 
Med. Weekly, 

Torsion Arteries. 

Since 1871, M. Tillaux has not ligated the arteries in his opera- 
tions, and in over one hundred major operations in which be has 
employed torsion, he haa not had a single case either of primary 
or of secor^dary hemorrhage. . In a memoir on this subject, read 
before the Societe de Chirurgic^ be draws the followimg conclu- 
sions: 

1. Torsion is applicable^ to all arteries, and especially to the 
large ones. 

2. Only one pair of forceps is required for the operation. 

3. The artery should be seized obliquely, and not perpendicularly 
to its axis. 

4. The torsion should be continued until the end seized by the 
forceps is detached. 
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5. It is useless to limit the torsion; it confines itself to the por- 
tion seized, or, at most, to one or two centimetres beyond this. 

6. Atheroma is no counter-indication to torsion. 

7. Torsion favors immediate union. 

8. Torsion prevents primary hemorrhage as well as the ligature 
does. 

9. Torsion presents a better safeguard against secondary hemor- 
rhage than the ligature. — Med. Record, 

The Preservation of Ice at the Bedside* 

For some years it has been the practice of Mr. Sampson Gam- 
gee to cut a piece of flannel about nine inches square, and secure 
it by ligature round the mouth of an ordinary tumbler, so as to 
leave a cup-shaped depression of flannel within the tumbler to 
about half its depth. In the flannel cup so constructed, pieces of 
ice may be preserved many hours — all the longer if a piece of 
flannel from four to five inches square be used as a loose cover to 
the ice-cup. Cheap flannel, with comparatively open meshes, is 
preferable, as the water easily drains through it, and the ice is 
thus kept quite dry. When good flannel with close texture is em- 
ployed, a small hole must be made . in the bottom of the flannel 
cup; otherwise it holds the water and facilitates the melting of 
the ice, which is, nevertheless, preserved much longer than in a 
naked cup or tumbler. A reserve supply outside the bedroom 
door can be secured by making a flannel cup, on the plan above 
described, in a pitcher, and filling it with little lumps of ice, care 
being taken that there is space enough below the bag to allow the 
water to collect and leave the ice dry. This provision will allow 
ice to be used during the hottest nights without the supply fail- 
ing or the patient being disturbed — two very important consider- 
ations. The real therapeutic benefit of ice is only produced in 
some cases by its free use, and its soothing and stilling eflfeot must 
be aided by the most perfect surrounding quiet. — -.New Remedies. 

The Use of Alcohol in Medicine. 

Professor Binz, of Bonn, in an article in the London Practi- 
tioner sums up his views with regard to the therapeutic use of al- 
eohol as follows: 1. Alcohol is very frequently a stimulant of 
transitory j)Ower. 2. In relatively large doses it can serve as a 
vigorous antipyretic. 3. Alcohol, in small and oft-repeated doses, 
is a food particularly adapted to cases where the stomach can take • 
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no other " oombustible material " to supply warmth and working 
energy to the organism. 

'* While I thus share " the professor adds, ^^ in the views which 
the late Dr. Anstie ably upheld in England, I do not hesitate, on 
the other hand, to declare, with respect to the requirements of 
the healthy organism, that I consider the use of alcohol in health 
as entirely superfluous. 

'^ Where the digestion is healty, and where a sufficient transfer 
of nutritive material takes place from the food to the blood, the 
human body is capable of accomplishing all the functions for 
which it is designed, and that without the use of spirituous 

drinks. 

<' But the use assumes a different aspect as soon as these two 
conditions fail. A physician may therefore recommend total 
abstinence to healthy persons in every instance, but he throwB 
away one of the most valuable medicines if he carries this prin- 
ciple of teetotalism into the sick-room." 

Test for Ascertaining the Presence of Biood in Liquids or \n 
Cioth. 

For physicians and clinical instructors the following method of 

discovering the presence of blood may be useful, especially in the 
examination of urine: Mix in a test-tube two cubic centimetres of 
tincture of guaiac with an equal volume of oil of turpentine, and 
then add a few drops of the urine which is to be examined. If it 
contains any blood, even in minutest quantity, the whole mixture 
at once shows a more or less intensely blue color, sometimes a deep 
indigo, while this coloration is produced neither by normal urine 
nor by urine containing albumen or pus. If you wish to ascertain 
whether stains in linen, wool, etc., contain blood, you proceed in 
this way: Dissolve five grammes of guaiac in 100 cubic centi- 
metres of absolute alcohol, and filter the solution; then mix five 
cubic centimetres of this solution with the same volume of recti- 
fied oil of turpentine; and put into this mixture the small piece 
of linen, wood etc., the suspicious stains of which have been pre- 
viously treated with warm diluted acetic acid. The presence of 
blood will at once show itself by a blue color. — New Remedies^ 

On anOITIcinai Mulripie Antidote. 

In the fourth volume published under the auspices of the So- 

. ci£t6 de mMicine legale de France is an important article on the 

above subject by Dr. Jeannel. In it he endeavours to answer the 
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question — Is it possible to prepare an agent which shall be officinal, 
that is susceptible of indefinite preservation, capable of neutralis- 
ing chemically all poisons in the stomach or in the intestine, or at 
least of transforming them into compounds relatively inoffensive, 
and then determing their prompt evacuation? He discusses the 
applicability of the agents suggested by Dorvault for this pur- 
pose, pointing out what appears to him to be the excellences and 
defects of each, and finally proposes the following: — 

Grammes 

Solution of ferric sulphate, s.g. 1*46 100 

Water 800 

Calcined magnesia 80 

Washed animal charcoal 40 

Let the solution of ferric sulphate be kept in a bottle by itself, 
aud the maganese and charcoal mixed with the water in another 
bottle. When required, pour the ferric solution into the other 
bottle and shake violently. The mixture should be given repeatedly 
in doses of 50 to 100 grammes. 

According to Jeannel's experiment, this antidote, employed in 
suitable proportions, renders completely insoluble the preparations 
of arsenic, zinc, and digitaline, but not the oxide of copper. It 
leaves in solution noti^ble quantities of mercuric oxide and appre- 
ciable quantities of morphia and strychnia, and does not decom- 
pose or precipitate either the cyanide of mercury or tartar emetic. 
It completely saturates free iodine, but acts only partially on so- 
lution of the alkaline hypochlorities. — Cfiem. and Drug.. 

Headache from Eye-Strain. 

Dr. Weir Mitchell, in the American Journal of the Medical 
Sciences^ observes that few but ophthalmic surgeons are aware of 
the need of interrogating the eye for answers to some of the hard 
questions which are put to us by certain head-symptoms; and he 
wishes to impress upon the profession — (1.) That there are many 
headaches which are due indirectly to disorders of the refractive 
or accommodative apparatus of the eyes. (2.) That in these in- 
stances the brain symptom is often the most, and sometimes the 
sole, prominent symptom of the eye-trouble, so that while there 
may be no pain or sense of fatigue in the eye, the strain with 
which it is used may be interpreted solely by occipital or frontal 
headache. (8.) That the long continuance of eye-trouble may be 
the unsuspected source of insonuiia, vertigo, nausea, and general' 
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failure of health. (4,) That in many cases the eye-trouble be- 
comes suddenly mischievous, owing to some failure of the general 
health, or to increased sensitiveness of the brain from moral or 
mental causes. Several illustrative cases are given. 

A fifth edition of Beasley's ''Book of Prescriptions" has just 
appeared (published by Churchill), carefully revised so as to in- 
clude the new remedies of the past few years. The plan of this 
work, w^ich, like the others compiled by the same author, is no 
stranger to a large number of chemists and druggists, is to des- 
cribe briefly in alphabetical order the various articles of the ma- 
teria medica, both officinal and extraneous,, and to append td such 
descriptions a selection of actual prescriptions written by eminent 
physicians, both British and foreign, showing the best methods of 
administration. It is obvious that only persons who have learned 
how to prescribe by other means are safe to be trusted with a 
work of this kind. To such, however, its hints must be of special 
value. — Chem, and Drug, 

Curious Hypodermic Action of Ciycerine.. 
According to Luchsigner the subcutaneous injection of a watery 

solution of glycerine into the areolar tissue is followed by an 
abundant discharge of the coloring-matter of the blood through 
the kidneys. The dissolution of the red corpuscles in the blood 
is always attended by the liberation of a ferment capable of trans- 
forming glycogen into sugar; but as Luchsigner could not discover 
sugar, while there was abundance of glycogen in the liver, he 
made further experiments, and discovered that glycerine subcuta- 
neously injected undoubtedly possesses the power of checking, if 
not of preventing, the transformation of glycogen into sugar;, 
hence the discovery may be of importance in connection with the 
treat ment of zymotic diseases. — Boston Jour, of Chem,. 

Treatment of Eczema in Chtidren^. 

Dr. Calpari in the BuUetin de ITierapeutiquey as quoted in The 

Doctor^ extols the effect of lime-water in curing eczema of the 
head and empetigo of the face in children, especially chronic cases 
which have resisted other treatment, and stat-es that a marked 
improvement is noticeable after using it for eight days. He re- 
commends to take it in quantities varying up to half a pint, ac- 
cording to the age of the patient, and to dust the part with car- 
bonate of magnesia; but the latter he considers necessary only 
when the secretion is very irritant. 
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Gelseminum Sempervirens— Its Physioloeical and Therapeuti- 
cal Action. 

Berger ( Central fur die Med. Wiasen. — Med. Tim^a^ January 
22, 1876) from personal observations says; When given to cold- 
blooded aniTnals^ gelseminum oanses cessation of motion and para- 
lysis of the motor centers of the brain, paralysis of the function 
of respiration and increase, followed by depression, of the reflex 
action of the spinal cord. The excitability of the peripheral motor 
nerve, and also that of the muscles is diminished, together with 
the frequency of the heart's action. The administration of the 
same drug to warm-blooded animals causes paralysis of the motor 
colters of the brain, which is preceded by a stage of excitement 
and paralysis of the respiratory center in the medulla oblongata. 
Sensibility remains unimpaired, while reflex irritability is at flrst 
increased and finally diminished. Its influence upon the heart's 
action appearing to be due to the irritation of the center for the 
vagus in the medalla by the imperfectly aerated blood. Large 
doses cause a moderate diminution of the blood pressure, and 
when death occurs it is always due to paralysis of the respiratory 
function. In order to form an opinion as to its therapeutic worth, 
gelseminum was given to many patients suffering with neuralgic 
affections of peripheral and central origin. In all these cases the 
results obtained were in the highest degree unsatisfactory, and it 
must not be forgotten that the mstances of fatal poisoning on 
record stand in marked contrast to the slight narcotic action of 
the drug. 

The Antagonism between Strychnia and Monobromlde of Cann- 
phor. 

The researches of Dr. Yalenti Y. Vivo with these drugs are 
highly interesting, and his conclusions ( Veterinary Journal^ J^ily? 
1876) are worthy of being placed on record. They are: — 

1. The bromide reduces the force and frequency of the tetanic 
convulsions produced by strychnia, the tonic convulsions being 
converted into atonic, and the action of the antidote is rapid and 
sure. A strong dose of the bromide is required. 

2. The bromide acts on the sympathetic, causing myosis and 
cardiac paralysis. 

3. It is preferable to introduce the bromide by gastric ingestion, 
and in small and repeated doses. 

4. That from four to six grammes of the bromide in small doses 
ghould be given in cases of poisoning by strychnia. 
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5. Twelve dogs after receiving a fatal dose of strychnia were 
saved by monobromide of camphor. — The Doctor. 

Cause Qf Decay of the Teeth. 

Dr. Li B. Palmer, of New York, has been led lo conclude, from 

a series of experiments, that the decay of the teeth is not, as is 
generally supposed, due to acids, but to alkalies ( Cosmos and JBrit, 
Jour, of Dental Science). With alkalies he reproduced decay of 
the teeth as it is seen in the mouth, but was unable to do so by 
acids. With the assistance of an electric current, acids simply 
acted on and destroyed the whole of the enan>el. 

Prevention of Miscarriage by Hypodermic Injections of Mor- 
phia. ••««» 

Dr. A. B. Isham, of Cincinnati, reports three cases of success- 
ful treatment of such cases by this plan (American Journal of 
Medical Science) and holds that the manner of administration 
has been the cause of the small measure of success obtained by 
other practitioners, asserts that medicaments introduced into the 
rectum act in a very uncertain manner, and it is difficult to ad- 
minister them by the mouth when the patient is vomitings but the 
hypodermic injections obviate all these difficulties. He considers 
it useful in any case of threatened action. 

Choleateof Soda to Prevent the Formation of Gaii-Stonea. _^^^ 
Dr. William C. Dabney, of Charlottsville, Va., (Am. Jour, of 

Med. Sciences^ April, 1876) relates the particulars of two cases of 
gall stone colic, and a third case of undefined biliary trouble, 
which were effectually relieved by the use of choleate of soda. He 
gives it, as advised by Schiff, of Florence, in pill form, on account 
of its insolubility and slightly bitter taste. It should be given in 
doses of about fifty centigrammes (7^ grains) twice a day, until 
symptoms of the saturation of the system appear. These are di- 
gestive troubles, irregularity of the' heart's action, etc. In one 
case it seemed to cause nausea at first, but this soon passed off. 
Dr. Dabney thinks it highly probable that its use might be bene- 
ficial in some cases of enfeebled digestion, when the bile seemed 
at fault. 



The Treatment of Urethritis with Aium. 

Doctor Vos has always employed with success, in the treatment 

of urethritis acute or chronic, injections of calcined alum. This 

is the procedure. 

The doctor makes a super-saturated solution of calcined alum. 
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80 that a considerable quantity of it is held in suspension in the 
liquid, if agitated. Before using, the bottle is allowed to stand 
for a few moments, so that the floating particles may settle at the 
bottom. The syringe is now filled with the supernatant milky 
liquid; we thus avoid carrying any small fragments into the 
urethra, which would irritate the parts and antagonise the treat- 
ment. To be injected but once, in the evening, just before going 
to bed. — Arch. M. B. Bullet. Gen. de Ther. 



A Purgative. 

We are sometimes embarrassed in the choice of a purgative at 
once efficacious and pleasant. Dr. Mandl, in his formulary on. the 
hygiene of the voice, gives the following formula, which we be- 
lieve will answer the required conditions: 

5. Senna 3 ij to 3 ijss. 

Manna 3 xi. 

Infuse for half an hour in three glassfuls of boiling water; 
filter, add the juice of an orange, and drink warm in three times 
at intervals of a quarter of an hour; in the intervals and till a 
complete effect, a light decoction of barley in abundance. — Achives 
Belg, de Th. and Progr. Medic. 

Stryohnla-Action on the Eye. 

Dr, Hippel (Qazett^ Med. lud, Lomh. — Doctor^ May, 1876; says 
that strychnia, given in doses of two to four milligrammes, pro- 
duces the following effects on the eye: 

1. Increased peripheric sensibility for blue. 

2. Temporary increase of visual power. 

3. More distinct perception of peripheric points. 

4. Lasting enlargement of the field of vision. 

He believes that the effect on the optic nerve is the same as that 
attributed to continuous electric currents on other nerves. 



Recipe for Cur ins a Taste for Liquors. 

At the festival of one of our reformatory institutions a gentle- 
man is reported to have said: *^I overcame the appetite by a reci- 
pe given to me by old Dr. Hatfield, one of those good old physi- 
cians who do not have a precentage from a neighboring druggist. 
The prescription is simply an orange every morning half an honr 
before breakfast. * Take that,' said the Doctor, * and you will 
want neither liquor or medicine.' I have done so regularly, and 
find that liquor has become repulsive. The taste of the orange is 
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m the saliva of my t(Migae, and it would be as well to mix water 
and oil as mm with my taste." The recipe is simple; and has the 
recommendation that it can do no harm even if it does no good. — 
St, Louis Med. and Surg. Jour. 

Harlem Oil. 

Linseed oil 2 pints. 

Rosin 1 pound. 

Sulphur 1 pound. 

Oil of turpentine I pint. 

Ammonia 50 drops. 

Boil together the linseed oil, the rosin and the sulphur over a 
slow fire until they are combined; remove from the fire, and add 
the turpentine and the ammonia. — Med. Brief. 

Iodine Caustic. 

Iodine caustic is prepared by dissolving four grammes of iodine 
in eight grammes of glycerine. It is used in lupus by applying it 
once every other day, and covering the parts with gutta-percha. 
This treatment is continued for several weeks. — Med. Brief 

Quinine and Morphine. 

It has been noticed in several cases that when one-quarter of a 
grain of morphine would not produce sleep, if ten grains quinine 
were administered a short time previous to administering the mor- 
phine, the morphine would almost invariably act efficiently. This 
fact was noticed in connection with puerperal cases. — Med. Brief 

Cooking by Extreme Cold. 

The Scientific American says that meats are preserved in a Hun- 
garian manufactory by exposure to a temperature of 38 degrees 
below zero F. and then sealing in tins. Two vessels of the Ger- 
man navy being about to circumnavigate the globe, have been 
supplied with meats thus prepared. Arctic navigators have-' long 
known that extreme cold has an effect similar to heat in cooking 
meat. — Baltimore Physician and Surgeon. 

Iodide of Starch as an Antidote of Poison. 

Bellein {Bevue Medical and the Laboratory) recommends a 
combination of iodine and starch as an antidote to many poisons, 
as with many it forms insoluble compounds, or at least compounds 
that are no longer poisonous. With strychnia it forms an exceed- 
in^y insoluble substance. — Uie Doctor. 
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Anaosthesia of Drunkenness Reoom mended. 

Prof. Lynky of Terre Haute, Indiana, announces in the Cincin- 
nati Lancet and Observer the wonderful discovery that the best 
of all anadsthetics is alcohol, drank to the extent of producing 
coma. Severalr cases are described in illustration. One was that. 
of a lady who had a ** tumor on her side." She was prepared for 
its remoyal by taking two ounces of brandy every half hour till 
four doses had been imbibed. Half an hour after the last dose he 
found her sleeping and quite unconcious, and proceeded to remove 
the tumor. The operation lasted fifteen minutes, during which 
she moaned and talked unintelligibly. She vomited once, as she 
had done once or twice before his arrival. The next day she was 
sitting up, feeling quite well. He is so delighted with his dis- 
covery that he predicts the universal adoption of it within ten 
years. — PaeiHc Med. and Surg, Jour. 

Ether for Pertussis. 

Dr. Seneca D. Powell, of New York Citv, {Journal of Nervous 
and Mental Diseases^ April, '76) communicates the results of com- 
plete ansesthesia by sulphuric ether for the relief of whooping- 
cough, He gives the particulars of five cases where complete 
ansBsthesia was kept up from fifteen to fifty minutes, repeated 
once or twice, with complete success, in every instance. The 
longer the period the effect was kept up, the fewer the times an* 
89Sthesia had to be repeated. — JEclec. Med. Jour. 

A Memorial to the late Daniel Hanbury. 

A committee has been formed to establish a memorial to the 
late Daniel Hanbury. The committee at present consists of Dn 
Hooker, Sir George Burrows, Sir James Paget, Sir Robert Christi- 
son. Dr. Allman, Dr. Warren de la Rue, Professor Able, and Mr. 
T. H. Hills, President of the Pharmaceutical Society. Professor 
Attfield and Messrs. Carteighe and Bremridge are provisional sec- 
retaries. It is proposed to establish a " Hanbury " medal, to be 
awarded for original research in the chemistry and natural hSstory 
of drugs, to be open to investigators of all nations. No contribu- 
tion is to exceed one guinea. — The laboratory. 

Multiple Casts of the Trachea. 

Dr. J. Soils Cohen, of Philadelphia, says, speaking of the de- 
tachment of the membrane in croup: "In a case which recovered, 
which I recently attended in consultation with Dr. James Collins, 
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of Philadelpliia, as many as eight distinct casts of the trachea, 
most of them extending a short distance down both primitive 
bronchi, and with bloody streaks upon the surface, were expector- 
ated by the patient, a girl, eight years of age; within forty-eight 
hours." — Pacific Med. and Surg, Jbumal. 

Extraction of a Living Insect from the Ear. 

The Archives Medicares Beiges relates the following case: A 
little girl, three years old, put an insect, ^ bete a ban Diev^ into 
her ear. Sharp cries, agitation, convulsive symptoms, ensued; 
injections of water were made without result. The physician then 
conceived the idea of asphyxiating the insect by means of chloro- 
form: he dropped four drops of chloroform upon a small piece of 
cotton which he introduced into the ear. Immediately the child 
ceased crying, and complained no further of any disagreeable 
sensation; the insect had become asphyxiated: an injection of 
warm water brought it away dead, and no further trouble ensued* 
Med, Record. 

Treatment of Coryza. 

The following formula has been devised and extensively used 
by Dr. Ferrier in the treatment of coryza. 

5. Bismuth Sub. Nitr., 3 vi, grs. xii. 

Morphia Muriat, grs, ij, f , 

Pulv. 6. Acac, 3 ij, 

N. Y\x\N,—Ibid. 

Pills Asai net Chronic Congestion of the Spinal Axis. 

^. Quinia Sulphat. 

Ergotine, aa 6 ctrs about f grs. 

Valerianate of ammonia, crystallized, 10 ctgrs. . . \\ grs. 
M. ft. Pillul, No. 1. 
Two to four of these pills to be taken during the 24 hours, 
just at meal time. To this medication should be added, dry cup- 
ping, the application of the hot iron along the length of the spine. 
Vapor baths and douches, simple and scotch douches alternately. 
Cincinnati Lancet and Observer, 

Antidote to Strychnia. 

The East Indian physicians recommend nicotia as the surest an- 
tidote, which is given in exceedingly small quantities in sherry 
several times a day. In default of nicotia, decoction of tobacco 
leaves {^ ounce to a pint) is given. — Am, Jour, of Pharm. 
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SUMMER COMPLAINTS AMONG CHILDREN.* 

FLORA 8. BU8SBLL, M. D. — BOSTON. 

There is no season when the physician is exempt from calls to- 
minister to the pains and ills of the infant oommnnity; but at 
this time of the whole year, the demand becomes almost a specialty,. 
city and country alike. 

Strange to say that after the season is over, the subject drop& 
from the minds of the practitioner, and when again called upon to 
go through similar experiences, he has nothing really solid to stand 
upon from his past efforts, and that he has not yet become the 
conqueror, the little marble slabs tell with multitudinous tongues. 

The physician labors under many disadvantages in ministering 
to a sick child. If he could only be called in season to remove the 
plainly existing causes of three-fourths of children's sickness (the 
eating of unripe or decaye 1 fruit, or something else equally per- 
nicious), how much might be saved I 

Cholbba Infantum 
seems to have become the general term for all diseases of the 

mucous membrane of the gastro-intestinal canal, but names are 
of small importance, to the doctor; and we all must have noticed 
the satisfaction the mother and friends experience, when their 
little one has been rescued from a disease whose very name implies 
danger and death. 

Generally speaking, children do not keep us long in suspense, 
especially in complaints coming under the head of diarrheal di- 
seases. It seems almost miraculous, sometimes, the sudden changes 
a child undergoes, who, to all appearances, is in the last stages of 
cholera infantum. Their recuperative powers should be borne in 
mind to the last moments. 

The attack is generally considered almost instantaneous, for the 
mother does not often observe the very slight symptoms of indi- 
gestion which for a short time previous, seem to affect the child. 
The first symptoms she generally discovers is the profuse discharge^ 
then the vomiting of watery, almost clear liquid, then come the 
coldness of extremities, the pinched appearance, the pallor, and 
peculiar odor of the discharges, and slight hardness of the abdo* 

men. 
All these make their appearance in rapid succession,, and by the 

time the physician arrives, the little sufferer presents symptoms 

truly alarming;. 

*Tbis article was received Jnst before going, ta press, so that it was Impossible to pat it in 
tUat part of the Journal devoted to the longer articles.. It is a subject so* worthy of atten> 
tion. and the treatment of siich importance, especially daring the warm months, that we 
pabiish it this month rather than to wait ontil the next issue. 
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But these Bights are only too familiar to us, it is to be regretted 
that the remedies are not eqnally so. 

Every school has had his quota of cases and registered cures as 
well as deaths. It seems almost incredible to think such cases 
should ever have come under the lancet, but they 'did, and proba- 
bly some recovered, though one would hardly expect it now under 
such treatment as laid down in Ludlow, like the following: " Tf 
much inflammation^ blood-letting may be used f rely ^ if muchpain, 
cupping^ leeching , and these applied to the painful part of the ah' 
domsny anuSy etc. 

Blood-letting could never have been accomplished very suc- 
cessfully it would seem, for the blood must necessarily have be- 
come so thickened by its drain of water and salts that it could 
not have flowed very profusely, which condition was, perhaps, 
better for the child than the remedy proposed. 

It is quite certain that all diarrheal discharges come under the 
head of one general treatment; and physicians of every school 
are fast admitting that the. fewer the drugs given internally the 
better. This seems to be a, disease wherein one cannot rely much, 
upon rules, and, experiences of others. One of the many which 
compels the physician to deviate from the old paths. 

Stiener tells us ^^ from drugs we cannot get much help," also 
that astringents are seldom of service, and their administration 
is of very doubtful practice. 

An experience in the treatment of Cholera infantum by water, 
— compelled by circumstances to use that or nothing,— convinced 
' me of its virtues in that case. 

Two years ago this fall I went to visit a friend; in a hilly coun- 
try, on a farm, and away from all doctors and neighbors generally. 
Upon arriving I found one of the children, — thirteen months old, 
very ill with every symptom of Cholera-Infantum. I had pur- 
posely left medicine at home, for I. had come to rest, and beside 
that, hearing as I had, every case ascribed as the result of hot 
and impure air, I looked for lo such thing as Cholera infantum 
on the hill-tops. But it was evident there was to be no rest for 
any one at present; certainly if we would rescue the little one 
from that "res^" most dreaded. There were present all the symp- 
toms, the watery discharge, the vomiting, the coldness of extrem- 
eties, the pinched, bloodless appearance, the eyes rolled up und^r 
the half-shut lids, continual moaning, from the thirsty, parched 
lips, with the various other accompaniments. 
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I had no medicitie, or Bhonid have given the opiate and nsnal 
remedies, so, instead, \ began by putting the child into a water- 
bath of 100° F. and watched the effect which began to show itself 
almost instantly. At the end of twenty minutes* the blue, pinched 
look had quite disappeared. The limbs lost much of their relaxed 
appearance, and the meanings wholly ceased. The eyes closed 
naturally, and the child seemed to be enjoying a period of natural 
rest. I gave these baths at intervals of every four hours, until 
four had been taken; between the baths I kept cloths of hot mus- 
tard-water on the abdomen, and the limbs wrapped in soft warm 
blankets. After each discharge (which kept fast decreasing in 
frequency) I threw up an enema of water slightly salt, the vom- 
iting wholly ceased, I fed it frequently with bits of ice, and ice- 
water. 
The improvement was visible after the first bath, and there was 

no relapse,— of course we could not be in doubt as to the good 
effect of such treatment in this case. 

The recovery was rapid, with no drawbacks. As the child 
^nursed the bottle, in the place of cow's milk was substituted Parley- 
water, for two or three days, after this, small quantities of con- 
centrated malt were tried with such beneficial results that it was 
kept up for weeks, long after it was able to digest its usual food. 

I felt at the. time that the recovery was due partly, if not 
wholly, to having left medicine at home and making a virtue of 
necessity, I have had occasion to test it several times since, 
though cannot say that I did not give any medicine, for it is hard 
to abandon old habits, and besides, conditions do not always de- 
mand the same treatment. 

Generally speaking, opiates taken into the stomach, produce 
very feeble, if any results, owing to the debility of the powers 
of absorption. Bismuth, Oxalate of Cerium, Phosphate of Zinc 
seem the most potent of any remedies. While for collapse, 
Fluid ext. Nux Yom. 6 drops in half tumbler-full of water 
every 15 minutes, with sometimes one half teaspoonful spiritus 
Chloroform, in which case the dose is given every half hour, (one 
teaHpoonful). 

My experience has been that the less internal medicine the 
sooner the secretions regain their normal condition. 

As for any stimulant, the extract of malt performs the double 
office of stimulants and food, acting also as a tonic to the whole 
nutritive system. It will be found very beneficial in all cases of 
lack of nutrition, of vigor, and tone. A small quantity put into 
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the bottle, and mixed with the milk is the best m^uier of giving 
it, — Children like it, — and never throw up their milk, when this 
is done. 
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A Severe and Painful Attack of T<Hi8llitls eured by SoK 
lodo-Bromlde Calcium Conip. 

I have just recovered from a severe and painful attack of Tonsillitis, in 
which there was soreness of throat, stiff neck, headache, fever and swellmg 
of both tonsils. I used Liq. Acet. Ammonia and paregoric in tablespoonful 
doses, repeated every 4 hours, together with a number of gargles among which 
was Chlor. Pot. and Tr. Iron per chlor. with outwaid applications, but all 
without effect. The pain became constant and throbbing, dysphagia was ex- 
treme, and I began to feel somewhat alarmed* Ejiowing something of the 
remedial value of your Sol. lodo-Bromide Calcium Comp*, and its .component 
parts, concluded to try it, and made at once a gargle, using three drachms of 
sol. to four ounces of water. The gargle was used repeatedly, and with the 
most satisfactory result. Swelling disappeared, inflammation subsided, and in 
24 hours I was almost entirely cured. T. W. RANB^IN^ 

Extract frcxn letter of Robrrt Steels, M. D., Percy, Randolph Co., Ills^ 
Aug. 9th, 1876. 

I have used the Elixir lodo-Bromide Calcium Comp. in a case of Scrofulous 
condition of the lungs, and consider it a very excellent alterative and tonic. 

FLBWEIN. 



Cbronic Bronchitis and Plitlilsis PulmonallSk 

Extract from letter of Barnes Bbothebs, Physicians and Surgeons, Fair- 
bury. 111., Aug. 10th, 1876. 

We are using *'Firwein " in chronic Bronchitis and Phthisis with the moBt 
marked results. One case of chronic Bronchitis of 15 years standing, with 
night sweats and great emaciation, is rapidly recovering. We combine it with. 
Oleum Morrhuse. 



Incipient Plithisis. 

Extract from letter of J. G. Babi^si^, M. D., Brockport, N. Y., Aug. 20>. 
1876. 
Having a case of Incipient Phthisis in practice which resisted ordinary 

treatment, I resolved to try your '^Fu^ein," and am pleased to say that the 
cough, chills and night sweats have ceased, and the patient is well. I am also- 
usmg it in cases of Chronic Bronchitis, and the results are all that could be de- 
sired. Dr. Chamberlain is using it in his practice, and is well pleased with ita^ 
effect 
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County ana State. We are frequently unable to answer letters because these 
are omitted. 
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PHOSPHIDE OF ZINC. 

Phosphide of zino is one of the very few articles that have stood 
the test of experience out of the very many additions to the Ma- 
teria Medica introduced in recent times. In fact, the large range 
of nervous affections that resist almost all forms of medication, 
renders it very important to the practitioner that those remedial 
agents which have stood the test of experience in treating these 
often too stubborn affections, be brought prominently before his 
attention. 

The phosphide of zinc, so far, has proven a most efficient agent 
in the successful treatment of the major part of a certain class of 
affections. In very many instances it has been far more curative 
in these cases than phosphorus. Considered in the light of a cura- 
tive agent, the phosphide of zinc stands aloHe, not only for the 
certainty, but for the rapidity of its action, as a nervous tonic and 
stimulant. Its value, in these respectSi has of late been fairly 
tested in the last and exhausting stages of typhoid and other fe- 
vers where the nervous energies have been so far prostrated as to 
render convalescence, if not doubtful, at least tedious and pro- 
tracted. 

The great therapeutic value of the phoephide of zinc is declared 

19 
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in the most emphatic manner when used in the treatment of that 
protean form of disease, known as neuralgia. Compared with 
phosphorus as a curative agent in neuralgia, the phosphide of zinc 
has decidedly the advantage in numerous respects. While it is 
acknowledged by the best observers in the profession, that the 
former is seldom curative in doses less than one-twentieth of a 
grain, often calling for as high as one-tenth and one-fourth, the 
phosphide of zinc yields as reliable and more speedy results in 
doses of one- tenth to one-eighth of a grain. But few stomachs 
can tolerate more than one-thirtieth of a grain of phosphorus 
before manifesting symptoms of irritation, which, in connection 
with the " matchy " taste soon evolved in eructations following an 
efficient dose of phosphorus, seldom fails to engender disgust to 
its farther continuance. Nor are these disagreeable results alto- 
gether abolished by any of the multitudinous formulae now in 
vogue. These drawbacks and inconveniences are, no doubt, caused 
by the length of time phosphorus remains in the stomach before 
it is absorbed. On the other hand, experience with the phosphide 
of zinc has proven that it enters the circulation far more rapidly 
than the element, and when administered in doses of from one- 
eighth to one-twelfth of a grain, produces its curative influence 
far more readily and is equally as permanent in therapeutic power. 

In neuralgias, especially those that are due to loss of nerve 
force or exhaustion of the general system itom causes that have 
lowered the constitutional resistance of the vital economy, it acts 
sometimes so like a charm, as to challenge the gratitude of the 
patient and the admiration of the prescriber. 

Not many n^onths ago I wa? treating a case of neuralgia of the 
fifth pair, which showed so rebellious a front, as to resist such 
remedies as ergot, belladonna, the bromides, quinine and hyos- 
cyamus, combined with morphia, iron, etc., I resorted to the phos- 
phorus pill, but soon found that the patient could not take enough 
of the remedy to do any good, before disagreeable symptoms in the 
stomach presented themselves, which, with the disgusting matchy 
eructation, engendered sueh disgust as to cause me to withhold its 
further use. At this juncture I ordered phosphide of zinc, one- 
eighth grain every four hours in pill form. After the fourth dose, 
the pain was materially modified, and in three days there was en- 
tire cessation of pain from which date recovery was permanent. 

In a case of undoubted angina, I found tihe phosphide of zinc a 
most remarkable remedy for good. 
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I am unable to say what the value of the remedy would be in 
mania. However, it seems from what I have heard and read of 
the results obtained from its use in this class of diseases, that it 
promises to be valuable. 

Loss of memory, and impotency, are very favorably influenced 
by the phosphide of zinc. A gentleman engaged in large mercan- 
tile transactions, whose mind was kept intensely occupied with his 
business for many hours during the day, complained to me that 
he found his memory (that had always, up to a few months before, 
been remarkably retentive), becoming treacherous, that he was 
getting very forgetful, I gave him two dozen phosphide of zinc 
pills, requiring him to take one three times a day. I saw him a 
week after, when he said he saw no difference in his condition. 
The pills were continued three weeks longer by taking four a day, 
at the end of which time he was feeling much improved. With 
this he was encouraged to continue the treatment three months 
flteadily, until he regarded himself cured. 

Another instance of a loss of sleep from continued mental 
anxiety, in which the patient complained of being unable to sleep 
longer than one or two hours during the night. Phosphorus in 
this case was ill borne. Phosphide of zinc in one-twelfth grain 
doses every four hours was prescribed. The remedy exercised 
good control ever the case in a few days, which, after six weeks^ 
constant use, restored the lost balance of the nervous system. 

The power of the phosphide of zinc in controlling nervous af- 
fections that have their origin in exhaustion or depression of the 
nervous forces, is now beyond a reasonable doubt. When prop- 
erly administered and persistently persevered in, its curative value 
in these classes of cases is sufficient to merit the attention and con- 
fidence of the profession at large. Having none of the disagree- 
able effects of phosphorus, its rapid absorption into the circulation, 
its mild stimulant and tonic influences on the nervous centers, 
recommend it as a valuable curative agent in all forms of disease 
requiring phosphorus for their cure. 

The formula recommended by Prof. Wm. A. Hammond — 

5. Zinci phosphidi grs. 1-10. 

Ext. nucis vomicfiB grs. \, 

In pills, I have obtained remarkably good results from. — St. Louie 
Med, and Surg. Jour^ 
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DIABETES INSIPIDUS TREATED BY ERGOT AND 

TANNIC ACID, 

BY JAMBS TYSQN, M. D. 

The case was as follows: C. H. W., aged 24, an American, and a saw- 
maker, first consulted me August 9, 1875. Two years before that 
date he noticed that he passed more urine than seemed natural, 
but he could not say that he was otherwise ill. His appearance is 
not that of a sick man, and he says he gains rather than lose& 
weight. His appetite and digestion appear good, but he drinks a 
very large quantity of water. At this visit he was directed to- 
measure the twenty four hours' urine and return in a week. 

On Aug. 16th he reported that he found that he passed about 
ten pints a day, that is 160 fluid ounces, or 4732 cubic centimetres; 
this amount was not strictly accurate, but approximately so. This 
evening he brought a specimen of the urine, which was found to 
be almost colorless, with a specific gravity of 1.002, and without 
sugar. 

Having in my mind the case reported by Prof. Da Costa in the 
last volume of the Transactions* I ordered him to take a fluid 
drachm ^f wine of ergot three times a day. On August 23d, a 
week later, he returned, saying he thought he was passing certainly 
not more urine than he did, perhaps a little less, but he had not 
measured accurately. Only once in the past week did he have oc- 
casion to rise at night; heretofore, he had had to do so quite fre- 
quently. The fluid extract of ergot was now substituted for the 
wine, to be taken as often. 

On August 30th, he reported that he did not have to get up at 
night once during the past five nights. The specific gravity of 
the urine was now 1.010. On September 14th he reported the 
quantity of urine so reduced that he micturated but four times in 
the twenty-four hours, and passed not more than a pint at a time. 
This state of affairs continued for about five days, after which, 
notwithstanding the fact that he continued the ergot, the quantity 
again increased, and he was now (September 14th) urinating about 
ten times in the twenty-four hours; never having, however, to rise 
at night, although he goes to bed at ten and gets up at six. He 
thought he passed about a pint each time. The urine he brought 
this evening was almost quite colorless and had a specific gravity 
of 1.001. The fluid extract of ergot was now increased to two 
fluid drachms thrice daily, to be taken on an empty stomach. 

■ ' "" ■- ■ lll— MW -'-.l- !■■ ■■■■■■ II II ■ ■ 

'Tranaaetiom of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia. 
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On September 21st he reported about the same frequency of 
micturition, and the same quantity each time; also, that he has 
now to rise once during the night for this purpose. On September 
57th the specific gravity was scarcely more than 1.000, and the 
urine almost colorless; quantity about the same. He had been 
very thirsty, but did not observe the quantity of water consumed. 

It was now thought best to change the treatment, and he was 
ordered fifteen grains of gaUic acid three times a day, on an empty 
stomach, and told to measure the quantity of urine passed and of 
water drank. On October 5th the urine was of a pale yellow 
color, with a sp. gr. of 1.016^ and its daily quantity much dimin- 
ished. For the first five days after beginning the use of the gallic 
acid, he thinks he did not pass more than one and a half pints, or 
twenty-four fluid ounces (709 c. c), in the twenty-f our' hours, and 
what he passed was darker in hue than the specimen brought this 
evening. The quantity in most probably underrated, but the fact 
that the urine was c!arker in hue than the specimen brought to me 
is presumptive evidence that the twenty-four hours* quantity was 
smaller rather than larger, the amount of coloring matter of the 
twenty-four hours being usually uniform. At the end of the five 
days referred to,' when his supply of gallic acid was exhausted, 
the quantity began again to increase, so that he estimates the 
twenty-four hours' urine at ninety-six fluid ounces (2842 c. c.) ; 
•color like that brought to me October 5th. The same treatment 
was continued. 

On October 12th he brought me two specimens of urine passed 
that day, one in the morning and the second in the evening. The 
morning urine was pale yellow in color, and had a specific gravity 
of 1.012; what passed in the evening was lighter in hue, but pre- 
sented the same specific gravity. He estimated the twenty-four 
hours' quantity at about sixty fluid ounces, micturating about 
«even times in the twenty-four hours. He had also much less 
thirst. 

He was now directed to continue the treatment for one week 
longer, taking fifteen grains four times a day, after which he was 
to discontinue it. He was also asked to report again after a couple 
of weeks, that I might find out whether the improvement was per- 
manent. He did not do so, however, nor have I seen him since. — 
Med, and Surg, Reporter. 
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TREATMENT OF SHOULDER PRESENTATIONS. 

BY E. B. MAXSON, H..p.y L. L. D. 

For The Journa.1 of Materia Medica. 

A late communioation from the old World {Paris) ^ calling oib 
me for a copy of an Essay I prepared for the International Med- 
ical Congress in Paris, in 1867, as a delegate, by the urgent re- 
quest of the late Sib Jambs Y. Simpson, reminds me, that even 
Obstetrical Science is progressing. 

The rule, to ^* turn and deliver" long established, though at- 
tended with inconvenience and danger to mother and child,, 
had not been departed from, to my knowledge, till 1860; when, 
a lady, who informed me that she had in the process, lost three 
children, all she had borne, entreated me, if there was " any other 
method" of proceeding in shoulder presentations, to "give her 
the benefit of its chances" at her next confinement, as she was 
again pregnant and expected another shoulder presentation, which 
expectation was realized. 

y A few weeks of reflection, aided by a correction of an abdominal 
presentation, while the patient was in the position suggested by 
Pbof. T. S. Thomas, for replacing of prolapsed card^ finally in- 
duced me to place the lady, (as already published by me, in the 
Medical Reporter y and Medical Record j) at her confinement, after 
ascertaining that the shoulder presented, upon her knees, on folded 
quilts, about eighteen inches high, with her face downwards; 
when gravity, with very little manipulation, enabled my hand to- 
pass above and grasp the vertix, bringing it to the superior strait 
with the aid of a pain, or two; thus, in a few brief moments, 
changing a bad shoulder into a perfectly natural presentation, 
with little inconvenience, and absolutely no danger to mother or 
child. The labor then progressing favorable, and resulting in the 
natural birth of a fine boy weighing ten pounds, the lady being, 
small. 

Seven years I pondered the matter over, and conversed -with 
others, some of whom were incredulous, to satisfy myself that 
this process should become the mUy for the treatment of shoulder 
presentations. Becoming perfectly satisfied that it would be 
successfal in every case, I published it in 1867; and while in Edin- 
burg that year, related my experience, among others, to Sir 
James Y. Simpson, who was delighted with the idea, insisting- 
upon my presenting it as my Thesis, to the International Medical 
Congress in Paris, of that year, which I did, as already intimated* 
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So far as I have been able to ascertain it has been successfaly 
in the hands of those obstetricians, in this country and abroad, 
who have understandingly practiced it, in accordance with my 
suggestions. 

And, now, after seven years more there comes to me from the 
centre of Obstetrical Science in Edinburgh the assurance of a fa- 
miliarity with my method of "Treating Shoulder Presentations;" 
with the statement, that it " was one of the best thoughts of the 
century;" and asking for a "copy of my Essay," that it may be 
used in bringing my method " more prominently to the attention 
of the Obstetricians of France." It is with the hope of call- 
ing a more general attention to this method* <if treating shoulder 
presentations, that I venture to make this further reference to it. 
No 208 Madison Street, Syracuse, N. T., April 10th, 1876. 
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THE ADULTERATION OF OILS. 
We subjoin some extracts from the Report on Adulterations and 
Sophistications presented to the American Pharmaceutical Associ- 
ation at its meeting, in Boston, last autumn. Three signatures 
were attached to the report, namely, Adolph W. Miller, cCairman« 
James R. Mercein and M. L. M. Peixotto; but Mr, Mercein stated 
that the whole of the work had been performed by the chairman: 

Oil op Almonds. — We are informed on most excellent authority 
that the so-called French oils of almond, both fixed and essential, 
are obtained exclusively from peach-kernels. 

Oil of Bergamot. — We were shown a highly complex formula 
said to be used by the manipulators in Germany for skilfully re- 
ducing this oil. Almoet three-fourths of the compound consisted 
of the oils of orange, copaiba, lemon, a little neroli, and several 
others. We were informed that large quantities of this sophisti- 
cated oil are disposed of in Europe. 

Oil of Ceylon Cinnamon. — Albert P. Brown found this oil to 
be adulterated with sassafras and cloves. The oil of the leaves of 
the Ceylon cinnamon is also frequently sold in place of the true 
oil of the bark. The former is a brown, viscid, essential oil of 
clove-like odour; it is sometimes called Heavy. Oil of Ceylon Cin- 
namon.* 

Oil of Ebigeron. — A specimen of this oil was sent to the 
writer by Mr. Joeeph L. Lemberger, which was so largely adulter- 
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ated that the trne odonr was entirely overpowered by that of 
turpentine. 

Oil op Juihpee Berries was offered to the writer by a highly 
respectable firm of wholesale liquor dealers, who, in their desire 
to have a really pure and superior article, had themselves imported 
it direct from Holland, having ordered the very best that was ob- 
tainable. As a very much greater quantity had been sent than 
their order called for, they were anxious to dispose of a portion of 
it. The gentlemen were so very sure about the pbsolute purity of 
their oil, for which they had paid a very liberal price, that they 
were loath to believe their own eyes when, after agitation with 
aTi equal quantity of water, only 20 per cent, of their so-called oil 
was left, the remainder being alcohol. 

Oil of Lemon, put up in original cans anl genuine imported 
cases, branded " E. B. & Co.," was found by the writer to contain 
25 per cent, alcohol, and 40 per cent, castor oil Another lot, 
branded " W. S. & Co.," contained 26 per cent, alcohol. There is 
every probability that both seals were counterfeit, as the letters 
composing thsm were slightly different from those found on the 
top of genuine cans from Brehmer & Sanderson. The metal on 
which the seals had been impressed also presented a dull and 
tarnished appearance, while it is usually perfectly bright and 
clean. 

Oil op Melissa. — ^The oil of lemon-grass obtained in the East 
from Andropogon cUrcUuSy is very frequently substituted for the 
true oil of melissa, which is distilled in Germany from Melissa 
officinalis. 

Oil of Origanum rarely reaches this country. A few pounds 
imported by the writer cost about $5 per pound. The so-called 
commercial oil of origanum is obtained in France from Thymus 
vulgaris. The original packages are even distinctly marked 
^sence de thym rouge. As has been already stated, this oil is 
very frequently mixed with turpentine in large proportion. Its 
chief consumption is among the manufacturers of patent liniments, 
who are totally indifferent as to quality, so they only obtain an 
original package. 

Oil of Peppermint was met with also largely reduced with 
castor oil and alcohol. Twenty-six pounds of this adulterated oil 
yielded, when distilled by the writer, 8| pounds of pure oil, about 
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a gallon of castor oil remaining in the still. The proportion of 
alcohol, which had been present, is represented in the loss. 

Oil of Rose Gbbanium is now so frequently substituted by the 
ginger-grass or palma rosa oil, abtained from Andropogon Schcen- 
anthuSy that it is somewhat difficult to procure the true oil of Per- 
largonium odordtissimum or Radula in commerce. 

Oil of Sassafbas was purchased by the writer from a party 
who represented that he had personally distilled it, and was found 
on evaporation to leave a residue of 14 per cent, of rosin. 

Oil of Yebbbna is almost out of the market, being everywhere 
substituted by the oil of lemon-grass, Andropogon dtrattts. 

Oil of^Wintbbqbbbn was offered to the writer by a tall Jersey- 
man, who professed to have distilled every drop of it himself, and 
who therefore claimed to be able to guarantee its absolute purity, 
which proved to contain just two- thirds of its volume of alcohol. 
It is somewhat remarkable that even this large proportion of alco- 
hol could scarcely be recognised by the senses, and that, as far as 
could be judged by the taste and Fmell, this was an unusually fine 
specimen of oil of wintergreen. Several other lots have been met 
with containing various proportions of oil of sassafras. 

Oil of Wobmsebd. — Joseph L. Lemberger has favoured us with 
a specimen of the oil, smelling very strongly of rancid terpentine. 

Oil of Wobuwood has been met with extensively mixed with 
turpentine. 

Olive Oil is largely substituted by some of the cheaper fixed oils 
found in this market. Very little of that which is sold by grocers 
is even imported from Europe. A New York merchant, who is 
extensively engaged in bottling this article in imitation of the im- 
ported style, informed us that for the cneapest grade he is in the 
habit^of putting up refined cottonseed oil, and for a somewhat 
better brand the oil of benne. The expressed oil of mustard, a 
by-product in the manufacture of table mustard, is also applied 
to the same purpose. Our French friend, whom we have before 
alluded to, also kindly informed us tnat in his country the ground- 
nut oil {Arachis hypogoea) is used'to an enormous extent for ad- 
mixture with olive oil, so that but very little of the latter is ex- 
ported strictly pure.-^ Chemist and Druggist. 
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THE METRIC SYSTEM.* 



\. 



TABLE OF BQUIYALBNT VALUES. 



kilogram =»1,000 


heotogram»a 


100 


deoagram =» 


10 


gram =a 


1 


decigram =» 


0.1 


oentigram ^» 


0.01 


milligram =a 


0.00 



kilometer =>1,000 



WEIGHT, 
grams. (2.6795 pounds Troy), 
grams. (3.2154 ounces), 
grams. (0.3215 ounce), 
gram. (15.4330 grains), 
gram, 
gram, 
gram, 
kilogram is equal to a weight represented by one liter of distilled 
water, at 4° C.f 

LENGTH. 

meters (0.6214 mile), 
meters (19.8830 rods), 
meters (32.8070 feet), 
meter (3.2807 feet), 
meter (3.0368 inches), 
meter 
meter 

CAPACITY. 

Uters (35.3104 cubic feet), 
cubic decimeter r= 1 liter (61.016 cubic inches), 

cubic centimeter=: 0.001 liter (0.06102 cubic inch). 
liter^=al,761 imperial pints»a2,113 pints'wine measure. 

The stdre, the unit of solid measure, contains k>ne hectoliter (264.* 
17 gals., or 1,308 cubic yards). 

The are, the unit of surface, contains a hundred square meters 
(119.6 square yards). 

2.5 centimeters (nearly). 

3.048 decimeters. 

0.946 liter. 

0.373 kilogram. 

31.104 grams. 



hectometer==> 


100 


decameter ^^ 


10 


meter ==^ 


1 


decimeter =- 


0.1 


centimeter => 


0.01 


millimeter =» 


0.00 


cubic meter 


= «1,0 



1 inch = 

1 foot >» 

1 quart, wine measure, »» 

1 pound Troy «- 

1 ounce Troy — 



1 acre 



0.4046 hectare. 



'Many of the iiftmes in the Frenoh system (Uke our "dime'O are aot in practical use; 
t. g^ hectometer, decagram, etc. 

tin the centigrade scale O (SS^ + F.) is the freezing point ; loo^ + (ilfto + F.) is the 
boiling point. Fire degrees C. correspond to nine degrees F. 
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CASE OF POISONING WITH LADANUM, CURED 
BY AN EMETIC APPLIED TO THE RECTUM. 

Bt Rud. Mokoeb, M. D., San Antonio, Texas. 

In Taylors Toxicology (german Edition, Book III, P. 87,) there 
is mention of only one case being published in the Med. Gaz. 
8. 12, where a person had taken 2^ ounces of Laudanum, and who 
was treated by an enema applied to the rectum, because the patient 
objeoted the usual treatment, and this case resulted successfully; 
therefore I give in the following, a brief statement of a similar 
case which came under my treatment a few days ago. 

A Mexican woman, 40 years old, drank an ounce of Laudanum at 
9 o'clock P. M., with the intention of taking her life. About two 
hours after the intoxication, I found the woman in a siate of com- 
plete comatose, trismus, and the pupils contracted to the utmost. 

Not being able to apply the pump or administer any other anti- 
dote by the mouth by reason of far advanced trismus, I ordered to 
apply a clysma of Rp. Tart, stibiat. gr. vi. Pulv. ipecac, 3i 3 . in 
part equal. No. 2, one powder every nour in warm water, and to 
apply ice to the head and breast. 

Early the next morning I was surprised to see the good effects 
of this treatment as a complete change of the opium symptoms 
had taken place. I was told, that an hour after the enema, the 
jaw-muscles relaxed quickly; that the woman began to throw up 
and had several very black and foetid discharges from the bowels; 
that she could talk and complained only of headache and op- 
pression of the lungs. I stopped the latter soon by giving her 
small pieces of ice and ice- water with Liq. amon. gttx. 

On the second day the pupils were still contracted, but the pulse 
was lower, and during 'the third and fourth day the woman felt; 
well and walked about. 
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OF 

Therapeutics and Materia Medica. 

A Pleasant Gargle. 

$. Tannic Acid 3 ss. 

Mel. Rosatum 3 xL 

Inf us, of Roses of Provence 3 xx. 

M. ft. Solut. 

To be employed in case of chronic angina. — Progress Medicate. 
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Newspapers at the Centennial. 

The Special Correspondent of the London Times says it would 
be difficult to find an apter illustration of the big way in which 
the Americans do things than that furnished by the '* Centennial 
Newspaper Building,'' in the Exhibition grounds. Here you may 
see any one, or, if you like, all of the 8,129 newspapers published 
regularly in the United States, and see them, one and all, for 
nothing! You are not only permitted as a favor to see them, but 
invited, nay, pressed, to confer the favor of entering the building 
and calling for what paper you like. It is about as cool and 
agreeable a place — quite apart from its literary attractions — as a 
visitor to the Exhibition could wish to be offered a chair in. He 
may at first wonder how, among 8,000 papers, among them such 
mighty sheets as the New York Herald^ he is to get at t)ie small, 
loved print of his home, thousands of miles away, it may be, over 
the Rocky Mountains. Bat the management is so simple that, by 
consulting the catalogue, or even without the aid of the catalogue^ 
any one can at once find whatever paper he wants. They are 
pigeon-holed on shelves in the alphabetical order of their States 
or Territories and their towns, the names of which are clearly 
labelled on the shelves. The proprietors of the Centennial News- 
paper Building are advertising agents, the largest in all America — 
Messrs G. P. Rowell & Co., of New York: Their enterprise will 
cost altogether about $20,000, or £4,000, including the building 
and the expenses of '^ running " it for six months. The 8,000 and 
odd American newspapers are declared, by the same authority, to 
exceed " the combined issues of all the other nations of the earth." 



Strychnia in tlie Treatment of Ascites. 

Dr. Mackie, of Woodlawn, S. Carolina, reports in the Am, Jour, 
of Med, Sciences a case of a patient who had suffered for many 
years from ascites, and eventually became hemiplegic; for the last 
affection strychnia was prescribed and continued with till the use 
of the legs returned, and at the same time the dropsy also disap- 
peared and did not return, so that the patient lived many years. 
Soon after the doctor had another case under treatment, for which 
it was necessary to use the trocar, but this was followed by strych- 
nia three times a day for seven weeks — then he again punctured 
the abdomen. This was repeated every month, and two years ago 
the patient again had recourse to the strychnia, and continues it 
in increasing doses, just to tolerance, for twelve weeks. In Feb. 



1 



MofUhfy Summary. ' 285 

mary, 1875, eleven months had passed since the last puncture, and 
the patient declared she was not larger than before her illness. 
This may be a post hoc or propter hoc, but it seems worthy of 
trial. 



Hypodermic Injection of Ether. 

Dr. Ortille, of Lille, in L^AbeiUe Medieale^ after calling atten- 
tion to the recent paper of Dr. Macan read before the Obstetrics 
Society of Dublin, upon the hypodermic injection of ether in col* 
lapse, passes on to allude to his own experience. In one, a child 
of eleven years had fallen from some height on its head, and when 
first seen was unconscious, face pale, pupils very contracted, pulse 
small — weak, irregular, the limbs were withdrawn and pinched. 
The doctor at once injected a gramme of sulphuric ether at the 
sternal region, the child sat up suddenly, bringing his two hands 
to his chest, but without crying, then lay down. A tumor formed 
immediately at the point of injection. This was gently rubbed 
by the fingers, and in five minutes after the injection the pulse be- 
came stronger and regular, colour returned to the face and the 
pupils dilated.' Then a small quantity of brandy was given and 
some sinapisms applied, and in two hours the child was conscious 
and voluntary movement returned. Next day the child was able 
to walk about, and though the sternal region was a little sore 
there was no abscess formed. The doctor strongly recommends 
friction over the spot of injection to promote absorption, and he 
calls attention to the contracted pupil as the sign of an anasmic 
brain, requiring the use of a rapid and diffusible stimulant such 
as ether. 



Use of Physost limine. 

Professor Laqueur, of Strasbourg {^Canada Med^ and 8urg, 
Journal) has found a new use for this drug. Reasoning from the 
fact that atropine sometimes causes glaucoma in eyes predisposed 
to this disease, he was induced to try the effect of its therapeutic 
antagonist, physostigmine, in cases of glaucomatous tension of 
the eyeball. 

Three or four^ drops of a -^ to ^ pet cent, watery solution of 
neutral sulphate of eserine (prepared by Vee, of 42 Fanbourg St. 
Denis, Paris) were dropped into the eye daily, at intervals of about 
20 niinutes. The result in most cases was diminution ef the ten- 
sion and improvement of vision. This action of the drug is prob- 
ably due to its'power of directly stimulating the smooth muscular 
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fibres of the choroidal vessels. Hamaok and Witkowski have 
recently shown that this drug stimulates both smooth and striped 
mnscnlar fibre independently of terminal nerve filaments. 

The Professor recommends it to be used — 

1. In all cases of glaucoma simplex, especially where there is 
no abnormality in the iris or anterior chamber. 

2. In all cases of glaucoma in which iridectomy has been per- 
formed without benefit. 

3. In those cases of secondary glaucoma in which the movements 
of the iris are not impeded by anterior or posterior synechia. 



New Use of Quinine. 

The Clinic quotes from the South Med, Record the report of a 
new use of quinine founded upon its well-known influence on the 
"^hite corpuscles, and therefore upon Huppuration. In the first 
case 6 grains of quinine dissolved in two-thirds of an ounce of 
water, was injected into the cavity of a suppurating pleura, and 
the discharge of pus rapidly diminished. An ointment of quinine 
(10 grs. to I j.) was applied to an ulcer on the leg of two years' 
standing, and associated with initial heart disease. In two or three 
days supuration diminished, then healthy granulations appeared, 
and the ulcer was rapidly healed. The third experiment was on a 
mammary abscess, t^reated by the injection of quinine (grs. 10 to 
I j. of water). 

Powder to Prevent Pitting After Variola. 

Dr. Sennavaria, of Ragusa, having treated successfully several 
cases of eczema and acne with a powder composed of four parts 
of flower of sulphur and one part of red precipitate {Medical 
Record^ New York), was induced to try the same in variola. He 
painted the pustules first with glycerine at the period of suppura- 
tion, then dusted the powder over them. A crust forms, which 
eventually falls off, and leaves the skin exempt from cicatrices. 

Abolishing the Code of Ethics. 

In the American Medical Weekly of August 5, we read: *'It has 
been suggested by the recent President of the American Medical 
Association, that as the Code of Ethics is constantly outraged with 
impunity, it should not be amended but destroyed. What has the 
profession to say of this advice, coming from the chief officer of 
the chief medical society on this continent?" 
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On taming to the address of Dr. sims, we read : " I do not ask 
yon to appoint a conunittee on the code. Lfit it stand as it is. 

Asthma Relieved by Smoklna Belladonna Leaves. 

Dr. C. E. Reeves {Melbourne Med. Record) speaks very highly 
of the speedy relief obtained by smoking belladonna leaves in 
spasmodic asthma. He finds about 2^ grains smoked in a pipe is 
sufficient to sive immediate relief. 

But in our opinion it is far preferable to give one or two minim 
doses of the liq. atropias sulphatis. We can testify to the imme- 
diate relief obtained, and this plan has the advantage that no ill 
effects are produced, while smoking the leaves often produces 
throbbing headache and dinmess of vision. As atropia is elimi- 
nated by the urine in two or three hours, it can be safely repeated 
at such intervals. — Ths Doctor. 



Chlorate of Potash— Its EfTect on the Kidneys. 

Dr. A. Jacobi (New York Med, Jour.y December, 1876) says 
that this drug has a marked effect on the kidneys. To a patient 
suffering from sore throat lie ordered one ounce and a half of the 
chlorate of potash in solution as a gargle. By mistake the patient 
swallowed it, and in a few days died of nephritis. Dr. Kracko- 
wizer lost a patient in a similar manner. 

Cholera Infantum— Its Treatment. 

Dr. E. W. Emerson {Boston Med. Jour. July 27, 1876) gives 
the following views respecting the treatment of cholera infantum. 
The indications are: 

1. To correct the dangerous and unfair distribution of the blood 
in the body, to which the purging, vomiting, cramps and coldness 
seem to be directly due, and later the greater danger of coma, 
convulsions or paralysis of the heart. 

2. Failing in this, or not succeeding until too late, we should 
supply the water and perhaps the salts drained from the blood, as 
the thickening of the blood would prevent the good effects of a 
natural turn of the disease, and perhaps dispose to various organic 
lesions. 

3. We should attend to the general hygiene, diet, etc., of pa- 
tients. 

To meet the first indications he recommends either a hot bath 
of from 99^ to 104° F. or hot mustard packs. Some cases treated 
by the writer in this way did admirably. They were suddenly 
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wrapped to the ohin in oloths wmng oat in hot water and mustard, 
with a blanket outside, and fed with ice water and a little brandy. 
This was continued for a half hour or more, the mustard sheet 
then withdrawn and the child left enveloped in the warm, moist 
blanket. The second indication is fulfilled by feeding constantly 
with ice or spoonfuls of iee water, or small enemata of salt water 
after a dejection. 

Syphilitic Phtliisis. 
Foumier {Gazet. Hebdomad, di Med. — Lond. Med. Record^ 

July 15, 1876) concludes an elaborate lecture on the above subject 

with the following important axioms: 

1. Tertiary syphilis can produce in the lungs lesions which 
either locally or by reacting on the general health simulate pul- 
monary phthisis. 

2. These pulmonary lesions of syphilis are often amenable to 
specific treatment. However grave and important they may ap- 
pear, they are far from being always beyond the resources of art. 

•8. Consequently when a case of pulmonary lesion presents itself, 
it is important, unless the existence of tuberculous be quite certain, 
to ascertain if the lesion can be traced to syphilis. It is necessary, 
always to bear in mind that syphilis is a possible cause of pul- 
monary lesions. 

4. When syphilis can be suspected to be the cause, the primary 
mdication is to prescribe specific treatment which in similar cases 
has been sometimes followed by the happiest results. 

Methods of Increasing or Diminishing lntra*Thoracic Pressure 
at Wiii without anv Pressure. 

Dr. J. S. Cohen {Med. and Surg. Reporter^ July 26, 1876) gives 

the following methods of obtaining the advantages of rarefied or 
condensed air: 

1. Yalsava's method, a forcible movement of expiration with 
mouth and nostrils closed, increases the intra-thoracic pressure and 
has the same physical effect as the inspiration of compressed air, 
and the effect can be increased by external compression of the 
chest and abdomen. 

2. Deep and prolonged inspirations with mouth and nose closed 
will expand the chest and rarefy the air in the lungs, and the effect 
is the same as that of the inspiration of rarefied air. 

3. Expiration aided by external compression of the chest and 
abdomen has an effect similar to that of expiration into the rare- 
fied air. 
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Tartar Emetic— Its Action. 

Dn AngeloMogso {Lo SperimentcUe — Jour. Nervous Diseased ^ 
July, 1876) from a lengthy discussion concludes: 

1. Tartar emetic causes vomiting in two different ways — ^by ex- 
citing the terminal ramifications of the pneumogastric, and by 
acting on the nervous centers. 

2. In poisoning by tartar emetic the pulse for a time preserves 
its rythm and normal frequency; then it becomes accelerated and 
the arterial pressure is reduced; a little later the pulse becomes 
irregular and presents now and then periods Of slowing which cor- 
respond with attacks of epileptiform convulsions. This intermit- 
tent slowing of the cardiac pulsations seems to be dependent upon 
a strong irritation of the vagi, for if the vagi be divided during 
an attack, the pulse becomes at once very rapid and preserves its 
frequency till death. Other .experiments show that it is through 
the va^ that the influence of the emetic is transmitted to the 
heart. 

3. In animals killed by tartar emetic we find the mucous mem- 
brane of the stomach, the duodenum and the liver strongly con- 
gested. The cavities of the stomach and inteaLtinei) often contain 
a great quantity of mucous and serous liquid. These phenomena 
are due to the irritation of the vaso-dilator filaments of the pneu- 
mogastric. 

DrainaK® of the Eye Bail. 

Dr. D. Wecker {Brit. Med. Jour.^ July 15, 1876) has introduced 
another new operation in ophthalmic surgery. It consists of a 
system of drainge effected by the introduction of a piece of gold 
wire through the membranes of the eye, which is so arranged that 
the patient is in no way inconvenienced by its presence. This new 
method is applicable to all cases in which the drainge of a liquid 
from the eye would be indicated, such as hydrophthalmia, sta* 
phyloma, detachment of the retina, absolute glaucoma, etc. Thus 
far the results have been sufficiently encouraging to induce him to 
persevere. 

Gali Stones— Discharged by the Side. 

Dr. D. Perley {Boston Med. JdfAr^^ June 22, 1876) reports a 
case with the following points of interest: A man, now aged 76, 
had for some years previous to 1869 suffered from pain in the 
region of the liver. An abscess formed duiinfir 1869 in right hy- 

20 
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pochondrium. Symptoms were so alarming that it was opened. 
Pas and bile were discharged for about a month, when an eruption 
of gall stones began to discharge from the aperture. He is now 
robust and able to attend to his business as a harness maker. 



Micro-Photographs in Histology— Normal and Pathological. 

67 Carl Seiler, M. D. J. H. Coates & Co. publishers, Phila- 
delphia, Published monthly; 60 cents per month or $6.00 per 
annum. , 

Number three of this periodical is at hand. In uniformity with 
other numbers it contains four plates, with explanatory text. Plate 
No. 1 illustrates one of the modes in which bone is developed. It 
is a section of the femur in a f OBtus five months old, so made as to 
show both bone and cartilagei, and the change in the cells of the 
latter as they approach the former. Plate two is a fine represent- 
ation of enchondroma. Plate three, of hyalin cartilage; plate 
four, a transverse section of dry bone. Each plate needs careful 
study in addition to the explanation afforded by the excellent ac- 
companying text. Those will be disappointed who look for the 
same clearness found in the usual diagram. All microscopic speci- 
mens need particular study to grasp their meaning. These pho- 
tographs are to be classed with such specimens. 



Hae moptysis Treated by Ergot— Report of Fifty Cases. 

Dr. J. M. Williamson {^jondon Lancet^ January, 1876) reports 
fifty consecutive cases of hsBmoptysis treated by ergot. Out of 
these the drug rapidly checked bleeding in forty-four cases. In 
the other six it failed, as did also gallic acid. 

Absorptive Power of Milk. 

Attention has been called in the daily papers to a practice pre- 
valent in some parts of the country, which appears to illustrate 
the power possessed by milk of absorbing atmospheric impurities. 
It is that of placing a saucer of new milk in a larder to preserve 
meat or game from taint. It is said that not only does it answer 
that purpose, but that thie milk, after a few hours, becomes so bad 
that no animal will touch it. — London Lancet, 



Lupulin in Insomnia of Delirium Tremens. 

LuPULiNE in large doses has proved efficacious in combating 
the insomnia of delirium tremens. One man, an athlete, had been 
unable to sleep for ten days, and it was decided to administer to 
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him large doses of Inpuline — three drachms were giv.en to eight 
otmces of ale every two hours. Daring eight hours he had taken 
nine drachms of the drug, and at the end of that time he went to 
sleep. The usual dose is two drachms every two hours. — Canada 
Lancet, 



Veratrum Viride in the Treatment of Pneumonia. 

Dr. W. W. Ale3[ander {Philadelphia Med. and Surgical He- 
port^) strongly advocates the use of veratrum viride in the treat- 
ment of pneumonia. He pushes its administration "until the 
pulse falls, the skin softens, and the heat subsides, or other mani- 
fest improvements takes place, such as placidity of countenance, 
easy respirati(m, subdued color, etc." He prescribes six to eight 
drops, commencing with the minimum dose, every' two hours, if 
necessary, to every four hours, according to the urgency of the 
case, of a mixture containing equal parts of Norwood's saturated 
tincture of veratrum viride, and syrup of squills. He suspends 
the medicine for a few hours if vomiting supervenes, and reduces 
the dose upon its resumption. He also reduces the dose, or lengthens 
the intervalB, if nausea or prespiration occur during its adminis- 
tration, and discontinues it entirely when all inflammatory symp- 
toms have disappeared. Dr. Alexander believes veratrum viride 
to be a most reliable substitute for the lancet in a vast majority 
of cases of inflammatory pulmonary affections. To quote his own 
words; "We have treated more cases of pneumonia this season 
than usual. We have pushed the veratrum in every case. We 
have not thus far used the lancet in a single case this year, except 
in one of apoplexy; nor have we to regret our reliance upon the 
veratrum, not having lost a case of pneumonia this season. It 
has been our chief reliance in the treatment of acute inflamma- 
tory diBeases — our sheet-anchor in pneumonia." — Med. Press and 
Circular, 



Chloral and Bromide of Potassium In Delirium Tremens. 

Dr. W. J. Chandler (Louisville Medical Neios^ May 18, 1876,) 
assuming that in delirium tremens there is cerebral or menigeal 
hypersBmia, considers that chloral and potassium bromide, are the 
remedies indicated on account of their power of lessening this 
^ypersBmia. These drags are useful in neuralgia, insomnia, acute 
mania,' &c. The depressing effects of the chloral are prevented 
by the potassium bromide, which produces contraction of the 



\ 
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entire capillary system, whilst the ohloral oauses relaxation. The 
following is the recipe used by Dr. Chandler — 

5 Chloral hydrate 3 viij. 

Potass. Bromid | ss. 

AqnsB menth. pip. ) «« ^ z ;• 

Syrup. Tolutan. \ ** ^- 5 ij- 

A tablespoonful every two hours till followed by sleep. 

Internal Use of Corrosive Sublimate in Gonorrhoea. 

In the Centralblatt^ Dr. Brack, of Buda-Pesth, recommends this 
treatment, as producing the following results: — 1. In the course 
of six weeks, without any of the complications contingent on the 
use of injections, the gonorrhoaa may be cured, and the means may 
be resorted to in the hypersBmic stage of the affection. The dis- 
charge during the first ten days is remarkably profuse, and then 
becomes less and less and more serous, the urethral burning being 
supportable, and the chordee moderate. 2. During the treatment, 
alcoholic drinks, strong coffee, and highly seasoned foods must be 
abstained from. 3. Purgatives are also to be avoided, being un- 
necessary during the use of the sublimate. 4. When much grip- 
ing pain is produced in the stomach or intestines, the sublimate 
must be suspended for some days. 5. It is not to be employed 
when there is heart or lung diseases. It is given in the form of 
pills, one centigramme divided into twenty pills being taken in 
the course of the first ten days. The next twenty pills contain 
two centigrammes, and are consumed in half that time, and so on. 

Hvdrarg-oum Creta— Improved Formula. 

In American Journal of PTiarmacy^ Mr. Bibby says: Mercury 
with chalk, made according to the formula in the '* XT. S. Pharma- 
copceia," does not come up to the wants of the physician, on ac- 
count of the imperfect division of the mercury; and, owing to this 
fact it has fallen considerably into disuse. After trying various 
means, none answered so well and as convenient as sugar of milk, 
I prepare it in the following manner: * 

Hydbargyrum cum Creta: 

Take of mercury 3 ounces. 

prepared chalk 4 ounces. 

Sugar of milk 1 ounce. 

Rub the mercury, prepared chalk and sugar of milk into, an im- 
palpable powder, and pass it through a fine sieve. 
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The above formula, although not containing the same amount 
of prepared chalk, contains the metallic mercury in the same pro- 
portfon (3 in 8) as called for in the "U. S. Pharmacopoeia," and 
is more efficacious as a remedy, as the mercury is more thoroughly 
divided. 

6eef Tea. 

The above nutrient is so often employed at the present time, 
that the following method of making an excellent article will be 
of value. It is taken from Dr. Letheby, in his work "On Food": 

" The richest of all soups is obtained from finely chopped lean 
meat, soaked for an hour or so in an equal weight of water, and 
then gradually raised to the boiling point. After simmering for 
about a quarter of an hour, it should be pressed and strained from 
the insoluble muscular fiber. In this condition it contains the 
whole of the soluble constituents of meat, amounting to about five 
per cent, of the meat used; so that a pint of soup from a pound 
of meat contains just four-fifths of an ounce of meat extract." 

A small quantity of common salt should be added to the soup, 
tea, or essence. This beef extract enters the absorbents without 
much digestive action, and may be taken by all classes of patients. 
— Med, Brief, 

Hydrastis Canadensis inCheet. 

A contemporary says: We have found the injection of hydras- 
tis canadensis very efficacious in gleet, the following formula be- 
ing used: 

3 • Hydrastis canadensis, 2 drachm^. 

Liquid Morphi» mur., 2 drachms. 

. :6^^m' • \ of each 1 i ounces. 

Mucilage, acacisa, f ^ 

Rules In Administering Arsejiic- 

La the Medical Press and Circular^ Dr. H. Griffith gives the fol- 
lowing rules for the administration of arsenic: 

1. It should never be given where there is a feverish state of 
the system; a quick pulse and a hot skin contra- indicate its em- 
ployment. 

2. It should^be given shortly after meals — never on an empty 
stomach. 

4. It should not be given in the solid form, nor should it be 
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given in increasing doses. As a rule, five minims of Fowler's sol- 
ution should be the maximum dose for an adult. 

4. The dose should be diminished, or the administration alto- 
gether ceased, on the occurrence of pain in the epigastrium, 
nausea, or irritation of the eyelids. 



American Metric Bureau. 

There has been recently incorporated in Boston an association 
of teachers and others interested in the introduction of the Metric 
weights and measures, under the name of the American Mbtbio 
BuRBATj. Ait. 2 of its constitution reads as follows: — 

" The object of this Bureau shall be to disseminate information 
concerning the Metric System; to urge its early adoption; and to 
bring about actual introductions wherever practicable. To this 
end it will secure the delivery of addresses; publish articles; 
circulate books, pamphlets and charts; distribute scales and 
measures; introduce the practical teaching of the system in school; 
and in all proper ways, as far as the means at its disposal will al- 
low, the Bureau will urge the matter upon the attention of the 
American people till they shall join the rest of the world in the 
exclusive use of the International Decimal Weights and Measures." 

This Bureau already includes among its members many of our 
prominent educators, and its numbers are rapidly increasing. An 
office has been opened at 13 Tremont place, Boston, and as soon 
as suitable arrangements can be made, branch offices are to be 
opened in New York, Philadelphia, Chicago, and other central 
localities, where all persons interested are invited to call or to 
write freely in regard to any matter pertaining to the work of the 
Bureau. 



Composition of tlie Human Body. 

A complete analysis of man recently made by Dr. Lancaster, 
of London, has been described by him in a chemical lecture. The 
body operated .upon weighed 158.4 lbs., and the lecturer exhibited 
on the platform 23.1 lbs. carbon, 2.2 lbs. lime, 22.3 ounces phos- 
phorus, and about 1 ounce each of sodium, iron, potassium, mag- 
nesium, and silicon. Dr. Lancaster apologized for not exhibiting 
5,585 cubic feet of oxygen, weighing 121 lbs., 105,000 cubic feet 
of hydrogen, weighing 15.4 lbs., and 52 cubic feet of nitrogen 
likewise obtained from the body, on account of their great bulk. 
All of these elements combine into the following; 121 lbs. water, 16 .5 
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lbs. gelatine, 52lbs. fat, 8.8lbs. fibrin and albumen, 7.71bs. phosphates 
of lime and other mineral substances. — Am, Qaalight JoiirnaL 



Panting. 
A Western tailor advertised: "Wanted — Two or three girls to 

put on pants." Dr. Mary Walker called next morning and said: 

" Now bring on your pants and don't look." The tailor explained, 

and she left with a sorrowful air, vowing that she would send him 

a grammar as soon as she got home. — Ex, 



New Poisonous Products from Damaged Maize. 

Professor C. Lombroso, " Centralbl. f . d. Med. Wissensohaften," 
reports that Professor Brngnatelli has been able to isolate from 
damaged Indian corn a product having all the chemical and nearly 
all the physiological properties of strychnia. He tested it on 
frogs, fowls, insects, fish and mammals, with results that left him 
no doubt that he had to do with a similar substance to strychnia; 
and, moreover, by,«additional experiments on these animals with an 
agent derived from damaged maize, he observed other phenomena 
of poisoning, different from those of strychnia, which led him to 
believe that still another narcotic and paralyzing poison existed. 
By careful labor he succeeded in isolating another substance which 
he calls a watery extract, which, without producing any symptoms 
like those of strychnia, caused narcosis or death with clonic con- 
vulsions. Both substances were corrosive to the tissues. — Ex, 



Restoration of Milk-Supply. 
Dr. Bizzell reported a case of stoppage in the flow of milk in 

in one breast, on account of a cicatricial deformity of the nipple 
preventing the. outflow. He concluded to try the effect of adhe- 
sive strips, which were applied in such a way that they supported 
the organ, and at the same time exerted a firm pressure upon the 
organ. The pain and uneasiness, which had been considerable, 
ceased immediately, and did not return. The engorgement of the 
breast so much abated that in thirty- six hours the straps were 
quite loose; they were then removed and fresh ones applied, which 
were suffered to remain on for four or five days. On removing 
the straps, the breast was soft and flaccid; no more milk was 
poured out, nor any further trouble experienced — the other breast 
furnishing milk in abundance. — Virginia Med. Monthly, 

Supernumerary Fingers. 
Dr. W. H. Ross reported the case of a negro girl who had six 
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fiogers on each band. The father and mother both had suffered 
from the eame deformity. The supernumerary fingers were re- 
moved by Dr. Scales quite readily — ^being merely attached to the 
hand, as is usually the case, by a ligament; otherwise, the fingers 
were^ almost4)erfect as regards external appearance, possessing two 
phalanges, with finger nail, etc. — Virginia Med. Monthly. 

Fluid Extract of Eucalyptus Globulus In Dropsies. ^^^^ 

Dr. J. B. Leary in the Ftoceedings of the Medical Society of 
King^s County for September, says that nearly four years ago he 
prescribed eucalyptus as a specific in gonorrhoea. Then he noticed, 
also, its remarkable diuretic effect. He now reports the more re- 
markably successful use of ten-minim doses of the fluid extract in 
four cases of dropsy of long standing — ^the dropsy in one case 
being due to Bright's disease; in the second to cardiac hypertrophy 
by dilatation; in the third to cardiac disease; and in the fourth 
to cardiac h3rpertrophy. The doses were never increased beyond 
ten minims three or four times a day, but in some oases diminished 
to eight minims — the system at no time tolerating it. 

The Doctor adds that he has also given the medicine in a great 
many cases of passive congestion of the kidneys, and always with 
benefit. Patients while taking the drug would sometimes com- 
plain of a very severe congestive headache, accompanied with 
tinnitus aurium. The appetite was unproved, and in some cases 
a laxative condition of the bowels was produced. 

It should be remembered, in prescribing it, that the drug con- 
tains a resin which is precipitated by many other agents Dr. 
Leary's most frequent combination was the digitalis. 



The Pathology of Fever. 

Dr. H. F. A. Goodridge, concludes an article in the British 
Medical Journal^ on this subject, in the following words: 

To sum up, then: we have seen that the characteristic elevation 
of temperature of the. body in fever is mainly due to increased 
production of heat; that, besides the increased production of heat, 
there is a disorder of nutrition, an abnormal disintegration of the 
body, and particularly of the muscular tissue, evinced on the one 
hand by increased excretion of urea and of potash salts, of car- 
bonic acid, and perhaps also of water, and on the other by pro- 
gressive loss of body- weight; that the increased production of 
heat, occurring at a time when a principal source of normal heat- 
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production — viz., the food ingested — is all but completely cut off, 
must have its chief origin in the abnormal disintegration of tissue; 
but that the converse may also hold good to a greater or less ex- 
tent, there being thus action and reaction ; that, however probable 
may be the hypothesis of the intervention of the nervous system, 
the connecting link between the entrance into the organism of the 
fever-excitant, the pyrogenic matter (be this contagium vivum or 
what it may), and the onset of the characteristic phenomena, has 
not yet been demonstrated; in other words, the proximate cause 
of fever remains undetermined. 



Physiolofisical Effects of Galvanism. 

the journal of Anatomy and Physiology Mr. G. J. Romanes 
offers "Some Observations on the Galvanic Excitation of Ner^'e 
and Muscle, with especial reference to the modificatian of the ex- 
citability of motor nerves produced by injury." This paper is of 
considerable interest. Mr. Romanes was led to the inquiry by ob- 
serving that injury of a motor nerve is followed by its behavior 
toward voltaic stimuli; the nerve becomes extremely sensitive to 
the excitation supplied by the descending break. On following 
out this subject, he shows, as the result of numerous experiments, 
that while both muscle and central nervous matter are able, though 
in opposite ways, to distinguish between anodic and cathodic 
closure, peripheral nervous matter is quite unable to do so. 

Affections of the Eye due to Diabetep Meilitus.* 

It is a well known fact that the crystalline lens sometimes be- 
comes opaque (cataractous) in the course of diabetes meilitus; 
but this affection of the lens is not the only pathological change 
which occurs in the eye, or which could account for the dimness 
of sight the diabetic patients so often complain of. By a careful 
collection of the literary material, and by an analysis of a number 
of cases which fell under his own observation, Prof. L. is enabled 
to enumerate the following affections of the eye as occasional 
complications of diabetes meilitus, to- wit: 1. HsBmorrhage into 
the retina and vitreous humor; retinitis apoplectica, with or with- 
out degeneration of the retina; 2, amblyopia without any visible 
pathological changes in the fundus oouli; 3, atroip^r of ttie optic 
nerve; 4, paralysis of the accommodation and sphincter pupillae; 
5. paralysis of ocular muscles. And it is interesting to learn that 
hi several cases the patient's first complaint was about the sight, 
while he appeared yet to be in good health; the diabetes was de- 
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tected, so to speak, through the disturbance it has caused in the 
functions of the eye. Prof. Leber therefore makes it his rule to 
test the urine of the patient for sugar, carefully and repeatedly, 
in every case of amblyopia without any satisfactory visible changes 
in the fundus. — Chicago Med. Jour, and Mnam. 



Subcutaneous Division of the Femur. 

On May 16, 18Y6 Mr. Richard Davy divided the femur subcu- 
taneously (after Langenbeck's method on the tibia) for bony an- 
chylosis of the ileo- femoral joint in a boy aged fourteen. The 
right femur was fixed on the abdomen at an angle of 90°, the angle 
being measured at the anterior superior spine of the ilium; the 
femur was also adducted so that the legs crossed ; the genitals were 
partially eclipsed, and the right inguinal fold deepened. A small 
cut was made down to the anterior plane of the femur, immedi- 
ately below the trochanters; the commencing shaft was drilled 
through and through this opening, a keyhole saw almost effected 
division of the femur by right and left movements; complete di- 
vision was caused by periosteal fracture. The limb was at once 
abducted, straightened, and placed symmetrically ; correct position 
was maintained by splint and sand bags. The young fellow pro- 
gresses without any unfavorable symptom, and bony union in the 
re-formed position is being accomplished by nature. — British Med. 
Journal, 



The Wakefield ^arth Closet. 

The advertisement of which will be found in another column, is 
without doubt, the most ingeniously constructed contrivance for 
the use of Dry Earth yet offered to the public. Every family m 
the land should have an Earth Closet. Besides the comfort and 
convenience which they afford, they are a continual source of 
profit to every cultivator of the soil. It is impossible to describe 
here the peculiarities of the above closet, but to every one inter- 
ested the company will send one of their elegantly illustrated 
pamphlets, on application. Be sure and write to them. 

The Eucalyptus Globulus. 

The Italian Government, persuaded, by the success of the Trap- 
pist brotherhood of San Poalo f uori le mura di Roma, that the 
eucalyptus globulus has a beneficial influence in malarious districts, 
has presented to the landholders of Italy large supplies of slips of 
the tree for the purpose of forming plantations where its virtues 
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seem required. The Government also intends to grow eucalyptus 
along the boulevards of the large cities, and even along the various 
lines of railway throughout the kingdom. Landholders, them- 
selves, are following the initiative of the Government, and in a 
few years Italy expects to drive malaria effectually from her 
borders. — Med. and, Surg, Reporter, 

The Metrical System has been adopted in Austria, and drug- 
gists are required by Government to employ it in future, discard- 
ing the former system. — JPaciHc Med. and Surg. Journal. 

Bromide op Potassium, it is said, is completely disguised in 
milk, so that twenty grains will be swallowed unconciously in a 
glass of milk. — Ibid, 

Dr. J. Marion Sims has lately been in London, assisting Spencer 
Wells in a number of important uterine operations, and in the ex- 
cision of, a hypertrophied spleen, which weighed between eleven 
and twelve pounds. — Ibid. 
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FIRWEIN IN CATARRH, BRONCHITIS, AND TUBER- 

CUIiOSIS. 

Extract from letter of S. F. Mayham, M. D., Fond du Lac, Wis, 

For neai'ly one year I have been prescribing your medicinal preparation 
" Firwein " for Catarrh, Bronchitis, Tuberculosifl, and in short, in nearly all 
subacute and chronic diseases of the lungs and air passages. I have abstained 
from saying anything about the remedy, until I had had sufficient experience 
with it to justify my recommending it to my professional brethem. 

That time has now arrived. I have given it a thorough trial, and am frank to 
say that, in my judgment, it is the most valuable remedy for the treatment of 
the diseases above indicated, that has ever been offered to the profession. It 
acts as a direct tonic by increasmg the appetite, and improving the powers of 
digestion and assimilation. It acts as an alterative and a stimulant to the 
mucous surfaces of the lungs and air passages, by causing a change inlhe char- 
acter of sputa, and by lessening the vascularity of the mucous siu*f aces, there- 
by promoting resolution. Of the many cases hi which I have prescribed this 
remedy (in none of which has it entirely disappointed me, and in nearly all 
of which has more than justified my most sanguine hopes and expectations.) 
I will give you a brief report of one and will give you others soon. 

Mrs. J. — ^aged about 26, contracted bronchitis March, 1875. Duriog thQ 
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year following, she was uader the care of several who styled themselves 
physicians, mamly Quacks. About the first of April, 18T6, I was 
called to see her. Found her entirely bedridden. Pulse 120, respu*- 
tion 30 per minute, countenance pinched and anxious, with that characteristic 
glasfly brilliancy of the eyes, which points too plamly to the last stages o 
consumption. Cough very harrassing, more so during the night than during 
the day. Expectoration copious and purulent, streaked more or less with 
blood. No appetite, night sweats with oedema of the lower extremities, not 
a very encouraging train of symptoms I assure you. Diagnosis, tuberculosifi 
of the bronchial glands which had existed prior to the date of this illness. 

Prescribed '' Firwein " m 3 j. doses four times a day with Tr. Ferri mur in 
doses of 20 drops in water after each meal. This treatment was never changed 
to the end. Improvement commenced m a very few days, and since the first 
of Juue the patient has never coughed, havmg been, since that date, in perfect 
health. 



Etraxct from letter of Rev. J. M. Ryan, M. D., St. Dominick Hospital, 
New Lexington, Ohio, Sept. 4, 1876. 

I have endeavored to introduce your *• Firwein" here as I consider it an 
elegant preparation meeting its pretentions. I authorize the publication of en- 
dorsement. 



I • ^ > I- 



BlilXIB lOUO-BBOMLDB OF CAIiCIUM COMPOUND 

IN DIPHTHERIA. 

From the very able paper of George Bayles, M. D., of New York City, 
published in Sept. No. Va. Medical Monthly, entitled **Clinical Study of Diph- 
theria in 1875, Apparent Warrant for New Views, and an Abortive Form of 
Treatment,^' we abstract the following, showing the very important part which 
the '< Elixir lodo" took, in his method of treatmg Diphtheria. Dr. Bayles 
paper shows careful preparation, based on facts observed and noted over a 
space of several years, the strictest regard being paid to the surrounding circum- 
stances of all the cases, in order to ascertain the causes of the dis^use, and the 
best means of eradicating it. He certainly should be able to speak with author- 
ity on this subject, being situated as he is, member N. Y. Public Health As- 
sociation, Physician to N. Y. Lying-in- Asylum, Physician to North-western 
Dispensary, formerly of Class and Diseases of Children. 

**My plan of treatment was as follows: My first intention was by a vigorous 
blow which should resound throughout the whole system, metaphorically 
speaking, to abort tke disease. To accomplish this, I made use of calomel in 
one courageous dose, given the instant I had decided with what I had to deaL 
My dose was never less than ten grains, excepting in infants under one year oi 
age, nor more than thirty. Mixed with pulverized sugar, it was given dry up- 
on the tongue and the mouih was well washed out after it had been swallowed. 
The action of this agent must be exclusively through the medium of ths 
primce vice, lest a vicious secondary action should be instituted, which would 
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counteract all the good that this masterly sedative and efficiently alterative 
dose was designed to accomplish.'' 

<<My next intention was to supplement the action of the calomel by a dia- 
phoretic, which should be of a rallying rather than depressing nature. There- 
fore, in two hours after the administration of the mercurial, I gave doses of 
•sulphate of quinine combined with Dover's powder, one grain of quinine to 
three of Dover's powder, excepting in children under a year old, every hour 
until I had secured ample diaphoresiB, though without exhaustion, which hap- 
pened commonly after the second or third dose was given. After this effect 
was realized, I continued to give the quinine and Dover's powder at intervals 
of two or three hours for perhaps twelve hours longer." 

'*My next intention was to keep up a fair amount of sustaining influence by 
means of medicine which should at the same time be depurative. This I ac- 
complished by the use of the ''Elixir lodo-Bromide Calcium Ck)mpound," a 
valuable general tonic alterative; having tonic, resolvent, diuretic, and aperient 
properties to a degree quite apparent to any one who has thus used it. This 
preparation I was induced to use after hearing it favorably mentioned by several 
medical gentlemen, whose experience and opinions I respected very highly. I 
gave an average dose of a teaspoonf ul every two hours at first, except in cases 
of less than one year, and after a while, every three hours until convalescence 
was established. Whenever not too obstinately opposed by the patient, I 
mingled the elixir with water and used it as a spray for the throat, and not un- 
f requently as a gargle, whether patches were present or not. Beyond this 
measure of local treatment I attempted nothing in that direction, indeed noth^ 
ing more was ever needed; for when sloughy patches appeared they seemed to 
have but a feeble tenure of attachment to their beds, and loosened with great 
readiness." 

''Milk was the chief and often the only nutriment throughout the entire illnes&, 
and about the third day after the calomel had been taken it was rendered 
slightly stimulant with brandy and refreshing to the palate with ice. From 
this I gradually allowed the use of the common sick-room preparations of milk, 
such as wme-whey, syllabub, ice cream, &c.. If the appetite favored their em- 
ployment. Iced-champagne was invariably uped and relished during the ctage 
of dawning convalescence, I took care to have it always at hand as it was a 
gift fron generous donors on the doctor's requisition." 

"AU details of treatment beyond what I have specified were the commonly 
employed agencies and devices of the sick-room to procure comfort for the p»> 
tient. Not a jot of needed c^re concerning temperature, ventilation, quiet, 
proper, and timely needed diversion, etc., was neglected in these cases within 
practicable limits, as everything was deemed of almost essential importance in 
its relation to the management of this terrible disorder." 

"Ck)nceming the intermediate treatment between the calomel and the combin- 
ation of bromine, iodine, lime, &c., the following are noticable facts: re-action 
begins as soon as the calomel has grappled with the nerve centres, which reg- 
ulate the heart's action, and the sedative principle established is reinforced by 
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the quinine and opium. This latter combination acts as a general sudorific 
and depurative, while it is none the less efficacious as a tonic and supporting 
agent." 

"With reference to the combination of lime, bromine, chlorine, iodine, &c., in 
an elixir, at once pleasant to the taste and very legitimate in its therapeutic 
action, I have this thought or two to offer out of many that present them- 
selves, lodo-bromide calcium compound is stated by the manufacturing drug- 
gist to be composed of a solution of bromine, iodine, chlorine, calcium, mag- 
nesium, iron, sodium, and potassium. It is probable that there is only a 
partial chemical union in this solution which, however, would be equally true 
of many of the spas and mineral spring waters, though the efficacy of these 
waters is due to the presence of certain of the constituent parts, and is not 
thereby in the least impaired, and not unf requently it is enhanced. It is very 
certam that this elaborate composition acts as a very prompt alterative where 
blood impurities are the occasion of illness; also as a stimulant where relaxa- 
tion of muscular tissue is due to blood alteration; also as a supporting agent in 
supplying fresh elements of a reliable character to the blood (nutrient elements 
in fact) ; and also as a tonic to the lagging cecement system. No shadow of 
claim ought to be set up for this preparation as a specific in diphtheria in any 
other sense than as supplying, in ready combination, and in convenient and 
sufficient bulk, the exact elements required to antagonize the toxic influences 
of the poison, and as supplying the elements lost to the system by perverted 
action. It ranges throughout the physical economy, adjusting differences and 
compensating for losses. What more can be required of a medicine ? Not a 
component of this preparation is superfluous in the light of the recently in- 
structed opinion of the profession of the needs of the constitution under the 
spell of this disease. Bromine, iodine, calcium, chlorine, iron and potassium, 
are each specially lauded as of the first necessity in the treatment of diphtheria, 
and in this mixture we have each of these elements admirably combined. The 
prompt action and efficiency of this medicine, quite as much as any other fact, 
points to the constitutional nature of this disease from its incipiency ; for in 
the stages post pyrexia, it has in my hands continued and consmnmated the 
abortive line of treatment. No persistent and rapidly spreading faucial, 
trachial, or naso-pharyngeal exudations take place, and what diminished ex- 
udative membrane does appear will rapidly disappear. Used in advance of th« 
most serious local complications, life must, almost as a matter of course, be 
saved ; and under such favorable circumstances, this medicine approaches as 
nearly the rank and dignity of a true specific as any, which this, our specific 
branch of the profession will, at present, be likely to acknowledge." 



Extract from letter of J. H. Potter, M. D., Schroon Lake, Essex CJo., N. Y., 
Sept. 11, 1876. 

"I have used your preparations for three years almost exclusively, and find 
them equal to those of any other chemist. The efficacy of your lodo-Bro- 
mide Calcium Comp., and Bromo-Chloralum exceeds the expectations raised 
in my nund by their celebrity." z 
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BROMO-CHIiORAIiUM IN YEIiL.OW FEVER. 

During the epidemic oL Yellow Fever in the South, it has occurred to us that 
a ;few hints concerning its treatment might not be amiss, especially to 
our readers in those sections which are afflicted by this dreadful scourge. We 
take pleasure in offering the following suggestions of a general character, and 
more especially concerning Bkomo-Chlokalum, as a disinfectant and preventive. 

During the prevalence of any infectious disease it is of the greatest inportance 
to employ the best means to provide for the safety of the community, by the 
use of agents which guard or fortify the healthy agamst the approach or exist- 
ence of contagious or infected air. Particular attention should be paid to per- 
gonal and domestic cleanliness ; that the air of every apartment of the house 
is rendered pure by the use of some agent that will destroy any noxious vapors, 
odors and gases, as well as germs of disease floating imperceptibly in the air ; 
that all water-closets, sinks, sewers, cellars, urinals, &c., should be carefully 
and thoroughly purified, to guard against the injury of breathing foul air that 
often comes from them. 

For the speedy and extensive development of the germs of the poison during 
an epidemic, the necessary conditions seem to be moisture, filth, foul air, and 
the presence in a greater or less degree of noxious exhalations of gas. Those 
persons are most susceptible to the disease, who are subject to nervous debility, 
irritability of the stomach and bowels, or those who neglect personal cleanliness. 
Those communities are most subject to it, where there is an overcrowded popu- 
lation, the ventilation insufficient, the air impure, and charged with the exhala- 
tions of unwashed bodies. Its favorite haunt in the city, is in the midst of 
squalor, it seeks the back slums, the crowded and dirty tenements, with their 
uncleaned fetid cesspools, and reeking gutters, sending up volumes of sulphur- 
eted hydrogen to poison still more tlje scanty supply of already vitiated air. In 
the country it seeks low and marshy lands, farm houses with their neglected 
manure he&pa and pools of stagnant, filthy water. 

For these purposes particular attention is called to the use of Bbomo-Chlob- 
ALTJM and to the testimony of eminent Physicians who have successfully used it. 
It possesses many marked advantages over Carbolic Acid and Chloride of Lime, 
by being /ree from all odor and having no poisonous or irritating effects, 
but, by its absorbent powers, when properly diffused, it removes with rapidity 
all noxiious odors, without substituting any other. 

In l^ellow Fever, the strictest attention should be paid to ventilation and dis- 
infection of the room in which the patient is sick. All discharges should be re- 
moved instantly, the vessels and wash-bowls should have a little Bromo-Chlor- 
alum kept in them constantly. Cloths wet with Bromo-Chloralum should be 
hung in the room to purify the au*, by decomposing all the noxious particles 
floating in the air. The bedding and personal linen should be frequently 
changed, and immediately soaked in very dlLuted Bromo-Chloralum to destroy 
all infection. 

Great danger arises from emptying discharges into common privies, gutters 
and sewers, which serve nsfoci from which the malady spreads in man}- direc- 
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tions. The priyies where the discharges are cast should be dismfected with 
Bromo-Chloralum. 

Dr. L. p. Bkockett, of New York, Author of ^^ Essay on Iritis," ** Our 
Indigenous Materia MedicUy** ^^ Essay on Idiocy,^'' and the articles Sterg- 
ery^ Military Surgery^ Spotted Fever, Cholera, &c., in Appleton's Cyclo- 
pedias. 

This author's work on Epidemic and Contagious Diseases, is most complete 
and comprehensive, treating, in a very able manner, the nature, causes and 
character of the disease, as well as the best known means of preventing its at- 
tack. We are permitted to take the following concerning Yellow Fever from 
this interesting and instructive work : 

During an epidemic of Yellow Fever, the use of some sure and speedy dis- 
infectant is plainly indicated, which shaU contain the property of preventing the 
spread of contagion, by its action as disinfectant and purifier ; as well as remove 
all local causes of the disease, by destroying and removmg all poisonous and 
pestilential matter arising from putrescent animal and vegetable matter. IVom 
the many testimonials as to the efficiency of Bromo-Chhoralum as a disinfecing 
agent, which it has exhibited in epidemics of small-pox and other contagious 
diseases, we feel confident of its use being attended with great benefit in the 
dreadful malady of Yellow Fever, its use in all the vessels before they are re- 
quired, the application of cloths dipped in a diluted preparation of it, around 
the bed and suFpended in the room, will effectually remove the possibility of 
contagion. The floors, walls, carpets and furniture may be sprinkled with it 
freely, without injury ; and all the privies, vaults, kitchens and pantries should 
be fully disinfected by it. In tenement houses, meat and fish markets, vegata. 
ble markets and green groceries, and in the neglected streets of our great cities, 
it wiU be found invaluable. With a good supply of it on hand, and thoroughly 
distributed, most of our towns in the Mississippi galley ^ay successfully com- 
bat the inroads of either cholera or yellow fever. These statements are not 
mere theories based on the abstract knowledge of the disinfecting power of Bro- 
mine and Chlorine, but the results of its subjection to the severest tests by men 
whose authority in all these matters is indisputable. On any question of Hy- 
giene, no name in this country stands higher than that of Dr. Charles A. Lee, a 
professor, and author of several very able works on the subject of Hygiene and 
Materia Medica ; and after subjecting it to the most rigid tests in a variety of 
ways. Dr. Lee says : * Regarding the Bromo-Chloraluni as altogether the mobt 
valuable article of the kind hitherto introduced into practical medicine and hy- 
giene, I most cheerfully and confidently recommend its use to the profession 
and the public' Our own observation of its effects, leads us to indorse the 
doctor's opinion most heartily." 
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FUNERAL OF MOSES Y. TILDEN. 



The gathering of people at New Lebanon, yesterday, to perf oim the hist sad 
rites to the late Moess Y. Tilden, was the largest that has ever assembled in this 
county on a similar occasion. Not less than two thousand persons were present, 
comprising State officials and prominent men from this city, Albany, Pittsfield, 
Kinderhook, Chatham, and all the neighboring towns, and especially were marks 
of respect shown to deceased by the citizens of New Lebanon. 

Mr. Tilden had been suffering for seyeral months with a heart disease, com- 
plicated with dropsy, requiring the most assiduous attention from the family 
and physician. 

About thirty left this city on the morning train, jind at Chatham Village 
were joined by large parties from Albany, Kinderhook and Chatham, whence 
they proceeded to New Lebanon, the whole delegation occupying three cars. 
On arriving at Lebanon the streets of the village and the green in front of 
the church were lined with yehicles from the surrounding country, mani- 
festing the esteem in which deceased was held by the people of that locality. 
Before the services at the church the body lay in state at the residence of de- 
ceased, and was viewed by hundreds who had come from near and far to pay 
their respects to the departed. A magnificent metallic casket, heavily mounted 
with silver, encased the remains, and flowers in profusion filled the room with 
their rich fragrance. 

The funeral services took place at the Presbyterian church, an edifice ca~ 
pable of seating nearly one thousand people, which was densely packed, even 
to the aisles, and hundreds surrounded the building, unable to gain admiss- 
ion. The ushers, Fred. A. Hull, Joseph Cornwall, and H. D. Bostwick, were 
very eflOlcient and accommodating in providing seats to the utmost capacity 
of the house. The pall bearers were Sylvanus Carpenter, Dr. Joseph Bates, 
Sr., Elijah Bagg, Benj. Peabody, E. C. King, Stephen Gile, Nelson Tanner, 
Dr. H. D. Wright, assisted by S. L Huested, Joseph Adams, Jr., Charles 
Spencer, Marvin Sackett, J. E. Rowley, J. .K. Royce, Joseph Clark and 
Andrew Clark. 

The funeral cortege in charge of James W. Morange, of Albany, undertaker, 
proceeded from the residence to the church at 11 o'clock. 

The chancel and pulpit were elaborately decorated with rare flowers of pure 
white, arranged in every form that refined taste could conceive. 

THE AUDIBNOX. 

In the audience were many Shakers, including the venerable Edward Fowler. 
Among the prominent personages present were His Excellency, Governor Tilden; 
Secretary of State, Blgelow ; Mr. McLean, counsel for Board of Police Com- 
missioners, New York ; Colonel Clapp, of Pittsfield, Mass. ; Hon. Wm. 
R. Plunkett, candidate for Lieut. Gk)vemor of Mass.; F. C. White, Esq., of 
Bennington, Yt., Justice Theodore Miller, of the Court of Appeals ; Judges 
Peck and Cadman; Rev. Father Brennan; David Ray, of Rayville; Hon. 
John B. Longley, SherifE Van Tassel, U. S. Revenue Collector Johnson ; ex- 



County Clerk Edwin C. Terry ; Deputy County Clerk Levi F. Longley ; Mr. 
William Power, Dr. Luke Prujm, Wm. H. Rainey, J. J. Van Schaack, 
Hugh Van Alstyne, of Kinderhook ; Hon. D. D. Barnes, Canaan ; Ezra Haw- 
ley, R. H. Bartlett, Alvin Wilbur, of Chatham. The Bar of the county was 
represented by Messrs. R. E. Andrews, C. P. Collier, R. B. Monell, H. W. 
McClellan, Chauncey King, and others. The press of the county was repre- 
sented by M. P. Williams, Hudson Reoisteb and Gazbttb; C. W. DaviSy 
Kinderhook, Rough Notes, and W. B. Howland, Chatham C(mrier, 

SBRYIOBS AT THB OHTTROH. 

The services at the church were solemnly impressive. In addition to Rev. 
Mr. McLean, pastor, the pulpit was occupied by Rev. Messrs. Hooper, of the 
Episcopal Church, Whitney, of the Methodist Church, New Lebanon, and 
Dean, a missionary in China, whose venerable appearance attracted very general 
attention. 

The music was one of the most impressive features of the ceremony. The 
regular choir was assisted by Miss Mary T. Wood, leading soprano of St. 
Paul's Church, Troy, and Miss Rollo, of Stephentown, organist, both ot 
whom kindly volunteered their services for the occasion. 

An impressive address was then delivered by the Rev. Mr. McLean, based 
upon a clause from the fiftieth verse of the twenty-third chapter of Luke, "A 
counsellor, a good man, and a just." It was an eloquent and just tribute to 
the worth of the departed, and showed that the preacher knew and appreciated 
his subject. 

The "Funeral Chant"; Anthem, "Thy will be done"; and Hymn, "Abide 
with me," were rendered in a manner that would do credit to any choir in 
the country. 

THE PBOOBSSION 

Of carriages that accompanied the remains to the grave, extended from the 
Church to the cemetery, a distance of nearly a mile, and the road on each side 
was lined by persons on foot. 

THS SBPULOHRB 

Is in the new Cemetery at the crossing, on a delightful knoll in the highest 
portion of the grounds, which had been artistically graded and beautified, 
terraced in such manner that the mortal remains of the family, for three gen- 
erations, are assigned appropriate positions. It is really one of the most 
picturesque and lovely burial places we have ever seen outside the metropolitan 
cemeteries. 

AFTBB THE FUNEBAL, 

A collation was provided at the Wyomanock Seminary, which was preraded 
over by the Misses Wood and in such admirable manner that all of the vast throng 
were amply provided for. 

Those from abroad are under obligations to Mr. Gteo. M. Qormly for his kind 
and gentlemanly attentions throughout the day, and he proved himself equal 
to the emergencies of the solenm occasion. 

THE DRPABTUBB. 

Governor Tilden and his surviving brother, Henry A«, accompanied the 
parties from abroad to the depot, and bade them anaffectionate adieu. 

The great mark of respect shown to the late Moses Y. Tilden must have 
been very gratifying to his relatives and friends. No private citizen, in this 
county at least, has ever had such a tribute tendered him ; but he was worthy 
* of it all, and those who participated felt a melancholy satisfaction in perform- 
ing this sad duty. — Hudson Register. 
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TYPHOID FEVER AND CHOLERA. 

BY THOS. W. FOSTBB, M. D,, LEXINGTON, KY. 

I attended the last meeting of the American Medical Associa- 
tion, which convened at Philadelphia, and was present at the 
section on Practice of Medicine, Materia Medica, and Physiology. 
On this occasion Dr. Rogers read an interesting paper on Cholera. 

I made some remarks on the diagnosis &c. — and at the same 
time propounded a few questions to my professional brethem 
who were in attendance; but, owing to the lateness of the hour, 
and its being the last sitting of the section, during that season of 
the medical association, the investigation of the subject was cut 
short. I therefore take this mode of laying the matter before the 
faculty, with the view of eliciting some information, and ascer- 
taining whether the observation of others in various parts of our 
country, corresponds with mine, in reference to the history of ty- 
phoid fever and cholera. Thirty-two years ago I practiced in 
the first epidemic of typhoid fever I ever saw. It then pre- 
vailed in several counties of our State; and, though it had been 
known and treated, and written upon a few years before, yet, at the 
time of which I speak, a very small portion of the profession in 
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this State knew anything practically about the disease, hence their 
treatment was very unsuccessf al, as was to be expected. 

The only work on the subject to which I had access at the time 
was Bartlett on Typhoid Fever. It was very unsatisfactory, as 
the authors in this country and Europe were n«t agreed in the 
treatment, though there was almost unanimity with regard to its 
pathology. Indeed the book was chiefly taken up with a resum^ 
of the various methods pursued by different authors in managing 
the ^' fell destroyer.*' I use this term because its visitation was a 
terrible calamity, attended with a mortality of about 30 per cent. 
According to my observation, the cases were generally treated like 
old fashioned remittent fever. When one of the old time prac- 
titioners was called, he would examine his patient, and finding a 
group • of symptoms entirely new to him, he would, most likely, 
introduce his usual prescription of x grs. calomel, and z grs. 
jalap, and send it in to reconnoitre. On his return visit, or soon 
after, he would find to his dismay that irreparable mischief had 
been done. No matter, however, he could refer to Bartlett's com- 
pendium of treatment by different physicians, and find atithority 
for almost any course. 

Let me remark in passing that though fresh from my Alma 
Mater, the College of Physicians and Surgeons, and entirely ver- 
dant medically, yet I was more successful than the old practi- 
tioners, simply because I had so little confidence in myself, that I 
ventured upon little medicine — a small portion of Dover's Powder 
at night, and Spts. of Nitre at intervals all the time, together 
with counter-irritants and good nursing. 

For a few years there was an annual epidemic of typhoid fe- 
ver in some part of the State, occuring chiefly during the winter 
months. Now the peculiarity in its history and that of cholera 
too, is that the former has lost its epidemic character almost en- 
tirely, according to my observation, and the latter is fast loosing 
its usual devastating epidemic course. It is to this phase of the 
subject, I wish to call the attention of the medical profession. 

We have now and then — here and there, a case or two of ty- 
phoid fever, and the sporadic cases have all the characteristic 
features of the disease in its pristine visitations. 

About one year ago we had in this region a slight epidemic of 
malarial typhoid fever, in which I pursued my usual course of 
treatment with the addition of much larger ^oses of quinine, in 
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oonsequenoe of its malarious complications. Kow as to cholera, 
it first swept over the United States in 1833 in a well defined 
course. Its track was marked by desolation and mourning from 
East to West. Many no doubt hurried out of existence by fright, 
and wherever the disease lingered, most of the inhabitants were 
affected with that peculiar lax state of the bowels, the dejections 
unattended with pain, and therefore little heeded until they were 
prostrated, and the characteristic cramp and rigors dammed the vital 
fluid more and more about the ^'citadel of life," until death planted 
his victorious flag upon the inner wall. So in 1849 the disease 
stalked across the country. 

In both these epidemics the dread monster took its leave, with- 
out appearing since in the same devastating course; but, like ty- 
phoid fever, it dropped down here and there in circumscribed 
endemic rather than epidemics. Now we have sporadic cases of 
cholera, and I doubt not that others like myself have treated fatal 
sporadic cases of cholera, years ago, which we had not boldness 
enough to pronounce true cholera, for fear of being called alar- 
mists, and compromised with the community, by terming them 
bad oases of cholera morbus. The cases I refer to were not des- 
titute of one symptom of Asiatic cholera. 

Rice water discharges, peculiar vomiting, great thirst, cold 
tongue, cold breath, hypocratic countenance, cramps, &c. To 
what is this gradual disappearance of the two diseases owing? 
At first they acted like sojourners passing rapidly through a 
strange land, but now they act as if they were ^'Natives and to 
the Manor bom." 
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ON THE LOCAL ACTION OF ATROPIA. 

BY A. ZBLLBB, OF HEIDBLBBBG. 

Several authors had observed already that a solution of atropia 
caused a contraction of vessels when applied to a frog's web-mem- 
brane. Hayden thought that this contraction was due to reflex 
action. Then other observers noticed that an injection of a cer* 
tain quantity of atropia is followed by a dilatation of the smaller 
vessels. 

The author intended to search for the conditions under which 
the changes in the calibre of the vessels take place. For this pur- 
pose he irrigated the tongue of the rana temporaria with solutions 
of the sulphate of atropia of different strength. The experimenter 
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had found beforehand that a watery solution of the sulphate of 
atropia dissolves the coloring matter of the red "blood corpuscles, 
swells the white blood corpuscles and makes them transpq,rent^ so 
that not only their nuclei might be seen, but numerous minute 
granules in them, being in a state of motion, whereas no signs of 
amoeboid movement Were observed. 

To avoid the action of the watery solution of the atropia upon 
the blood corpuscles, which resembles very much the action of 
distilled water, the author dissolved the sulphate in an indifferent 
neutral solution of salts (chloride of sodium). This solution in- 
hibits only the white blood cells from the amoeboid motion. 

Only the arteries dilate more or less when irrigated with a solu- 
tion of one-half to one per cent, sulphate of atropia in water or in 
a^three-f ourths per cent, solution* of chloride of soda. At the same 
time, the blood flows more rapidly, which phenomenon is especially 
to be seen in the capillaries and veins. If wounds are irrigated 
with the latter solution, the emigration of white blood corpuscles 
is soon interrupted, the blood cells become globular and get gran- 
ulated. Only when the irrigation has ceased for an hour or longer 
the emigration commences anew. — Virchow*s Archives, 
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PHOSPHORUS IN CERTAIN NERVOUS AFFEC- 
TIONS. 

Dr. E. Lemaire {Bull. Gen, de Therapeutique — Journal Nervous 
and Mental Diseases^ January, 1876), from a large number of col- 
lected observations, concludes that phosphorus has no special value 
in the treatment of cases of paralysis due to acute disease or to 
alteration of the quality or quantity of the blood, to paralysis 
from cold or hysteria, from cerebral softening or hemorrhages, to 
cerebral tumor, to old paraplegias due to softening or extended 
sclerosis, to poisoning from lead. Its results are uncertain when 
given for fulgurant pains, or impotence, or paralysis of occular 
muscles, or incomplete amaurosis. 

1. In paralysis following a very limited injury, which has not 
caused too great damage to the nerve substance, phosphorus ap- 
pears to aid in hastening a cure, even when the paralysis has lasted 
considerable time — a year, for example. 

2. Phosphorus seems to have a favorable effect on recent incom- 
plete paraplegias, not dependent upon any profound medullary 
lesion. 
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3. In progressiye locomotor ataxia, the commencement of which 
is not too remote, and the symptoms not too generalized, phosphorus 
fieems to have a favorable influence. It does not cure, but it bene- 
fits the case. The progress of the disease in some cases seems 
checked — it remains stationary rather than advances. 

4. Phosphorus thus appears to be a stimulant — a tonic to the 
nervous system, capable of aiding but not of curing certain nervous 
affections. 

5. It may be prescribed in the before mentioned diseases when- 
ever inflammation and fever and even all cerebral excitation is ab- 
sent — ^when the a,cute stage is passed, and all irritative phenomena 
have disappeared. 

6. The administration of the remedy should commence with 
small doses, .015 gr., gradually .increasing the dose eight or ten 
times^ given in two doses at meal times, since taken while fasting 
it produces phosphoric ieructations, and the medication will be too 
irritating. 

7. Phosphorus accumulates in the system, and its effects are in 
proportion to the quantity; the treatment, therefore, ought to be 
suspended at the end of ten or eleven days, and not repeated for 
several days more, and then commencing with the smallest dose, 
increase as before. 

8. If there is the slightest digestive disorder, such as gastralgia, 
vomiting or diarrhoea, the treatment should at once be suspended, 
and only recommenced with great precautions, and it should not 
exceed a certain dose. 

9. If at the end of a month no favorable result is obtained, the 
medication ought to be abandoned, as its usefulness is then suf- 
ficiently demonstrated. 
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CALORIFIC ACTION OF CERTAIN REO-IONS OF 

THE BRAIN, 

M. M. Eulenburg and Landois {Lond. Med, Heeord, May 16, 

1876,) give the following summarized results of experiments made 

by them with reference to the above question. 1. The destruction 

of certain anterior cortical regions of the brain is followed by a 

very considerable augmentation of temperature jn the extremities 

of the opposite side. This increase shows itself immediately, 

even before the wakening of chlorof ormized animals, and before 

the performance of any spontaneous movement. It may amount 
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to 9^ or 12° ^alL It is also observed that it shows itself more 
clearly sometimes in the fore and sometimes in the hind paw^ ac- 
cording to the parts destroyed. 2. The active calorific region of 
the cortical surface specially comprises the posterior and latenl 
portion of that great unciform convolution, answering in the deg 
to the anterior central fold in man and apes. The regions acting 
on the anterior and posterior limbs are separated from each other. 
The former is situated slightly forward and at the side. The su- 
perficial destruction of the folds situated in front has no heating 
effect, or this effect is very weak and probably secondary. In this 
same way destruction of the posterior and occipital posterior con- 
volution is not followed by any calorific effect in the lijqibs in ques- 
tion. 3. After the destructions followed by successful results, 
disturbances of motility and of muscular sense in the extremities 
of the opposite side are mostly observed when the chloroformed 
animals regain consciousness. These disturbances apparently de- 
pend on the lesion of the motor apparatus situated in the same 
region of the hemispheric surface. 4. The increase of temperature 
in the opposite limbs is generally kept up some time after the le- 
sion, although gradual and very decided differences of that kind 
from two days to several weeks exist. 5. The isolated electric 
excitation of the cortical region in question, performed with rather 
weak currents, is followed by a very weak and very evanescent 
lowerihg of the temperature, varying from 0.2° to 0.6° cent. This 
lowering is independent of the motor action of the irritant, as it 
is the same in curarised and non-curarised animals. 6. Irritation 
and destruction of the spinal marrow (lumbar region) and the 
peripheric trunks (sciatic nerve), performed at a somewhat long 
interval after the destruction of the above named regions of the 
brain and the reSstablishment of the uniformity of the tempera- 
ture, still act in the usual manner on the temperature of the pos- 
terior extremities. 
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TREATMENT OF DITHTHERITIO PARALYSIS. 1,13 
We give here the conclusion of Sir J. Rose Cormack's paper on 
Diphtheria and its treatment: 

*' The principles applicable to the dietetic and medical treatment of 
the general disease are also applicable to its paralytic sequels. So- 
Called specifics are valueless. The system must be nourished and 
tonified — the plan adopted being based on rational principles, and 
carefully modified in accordance with signs, symptoms and results. 
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Ood-liyer oil, from its naturo as well as from its sasj assimilation^ 
proyes of signal benefit in arresting waste of tissue. Bordeaux wine 
is often at onoe food and physic in the paralysis of diphtheria ; and 
in eases of flagging oonvalesoenoe, it is of all wines the most reouper- 
atiye, being alimentary and tonic, as well as stimulating. Sometimes 
it may be administered yery largely; but it must always be giyen 
with the greatest discretion and watdifulness. 

Iron is particularly indicated ia diphtheria paralysis, as • the patients 
are always anaemia There are few cases in which its administration 
does not proye itself in an obyious manner to be useful in a high de- 
gree. Sometimes it is only borne in very small doses. 

Nuz yomica, either im the form of. extract or the liquor strychnisd 
of the British Pharmacopoeia, taken daily, with some ordinary com- 
bination of laxatiyes, such as the compound rhubarb pill of the 
British Pharmaoopceia, ought to constitute a part of the treatment in 
nearly eyery case. It increases the peristaltic action of the intestine, 
imparts impulsiye and retentiye power to the bladder, and likewise 
has a general influence in improying inneryation. The dose ought to 
be moderate, for large doses proye too exciting to the neryous system, 
and 80 tend to exhaust rather than inyigorate its flagging powers. 
From half a grain to two grains of the extract onoe a day, with or 
without the occasional or constant addition of from fiye to ten drops 
of the liquor strychnisd two or three times a day, are suitable doses. 

Local treatment is of the utmost importance with a yiew to direct 
towards the wasted and wasting muscles a greater supply of blood, 
and thereby improye their nutrition. Occasional blisters act yery 
beneficially in this way ; but they must not be relied on to the exclu- 
sion of the censtant use of stimulating pastes or liniments. I do not 
know of any local stimulant more efficacious or better adapted for 
continuous use, than a ginger and mustard paste. The object of using 
the paste is to maintain a warm glow in the sk'm without yesioating it. 
The potency of the paste must therefore be proportioned to the sus- 
ceptibility of the skin. By applying toe powerful a stimulant to an 
extensiye cutaneous surface, we may be obliged to suspend the local 
treatment, and so impede the progress of the cure. In some excitable 
patients who cannot bear long-coatiaued counter irritation of the skin, 
a gentle kneading of the paralysed muscles three or four times in the 
twenty-four hours will be found useful as a means of directing a sup- 
ply of blood to them. In such cases, after kneading, a moderately 
stimulating liniment containing a small quantity of laudanum may be 
applied with great benefit. The laudanum preyents an uneasy bruised 
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feelirg, "which is often ccDnplained of after the kneading, and in irrita- 
ble subjects is apt to induce restlessness and insomnia. 

The principles of the treatnoent of diphtheria are precise and simple; 
lind yet there are few if any diseases which more severely tax the pa- 
tience, ingenuity and therapeutic resources of the physician. 
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THE CAUSES OF STONE. 

The Doctor states that Dr. Debout D'Estrees, medical instructor 
of the waters of Contrex6ville, presented a memoir of the Acad6- 
mie de M^decine on the causes of stone, of which the following are 
the conclusions: — 

Gravel formed in the kidney can comport itself in different ways. 

1. It may pass from the kidney into the Uadder, determining 
pains more or less acute, and most frequently a nephritio colic, 

which, according to the nature of the concretion, presents the fol- 
lowing variations: — ^Urio acid gravel gives rise to pains, often so 
atrocious that the patient can scarcely localize them; it is the same 
with the oxalic acid gravel, but in this case haBmatoria is the rule, 
whilst it ia the exception with the former. The duration of the 
colic is generally some hours. On the contrary, renal phosphatio 
gravel gives rise to crises which last often several days; the pain, 
although severe, is bearable, is localized to the kidney, and there 
is no hfiematuria. 

2. Gravel develops in the kidney, and in the most favorable case 
does not give rise to any appreciable symptom during life; but 
most frequently it excites an eliminatory process which causes its 
expulsion externally in the lumbar region, into the abdomen, and 
then rupture of the tumor is followed rapidly by death; this tumor, 
formed by the distended kidney, contracts adherences with the in- 
testine, and the expulsion of the gravel is accomplished per anum« 

3. Renal gravel lodged in the ureter may remain there, and give 
rise to accidents which are always grave. They vary according as 
the canal is more or lees completely obstructed. 

4. Gravel arrived in the bladder becomes, if not expelled, the 
nucleus of a calculus which increases in bulk, either by the addition 
of elements of the same nature or by the deposit around it of other 
salts of urine, and in particular phosphates. This deposit will take 
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place wben catarrh of the hladder exists, accompanied with am- 
moniacal fermentation of urine, or when the abuse of energetic al- 
kalies (bicarbonate of soda, carbonate of lithia, Yiohy or Yals wa- 
ter), rendering the urine alkaline, permits the normal phosphates 
of the urine to precipitate. The unusual termination of calculi, 
which has received the name of '^spontaneous fragmentation of 
stones in the bladder," occurs either by splitting or exfoliation. 



-♦> ♦- 



THE PHYSIOLOG-ICAL ACTION OF ALCHOL. 
The numbers of the Practitioner for January and February of 
the present year contain an instructive paper on this subject, by 
Dr. T. Lauder Brunton. The direct points in this paper are 
summed up as follows: • 

1. Alcohol in small quantities increases the secretion of the 
gastric juice and the movements of the stomach, and thus aids 
digestion. Although unnecessary in health, it is useful in exhaus- 
tion and debility 

2. It increases the force and frequency of the pulse, by acting 
reflexly through the nerves of the stomach. 

3. In large doses it impairs digestion by over-irritating the 
stomach. 

4. It may produce death reflexly by shock. 

5. After absorption into the blood it lessens the oxidizing power 
of the red blood corpuscles. This property renders it useful in 
reducing temperature. When constantly, or even frequently, 
present in the blood, it causes accumulation of fat, and fatty de- 
generation of organs. 

6. It undergoes cumbustion in the body, maintains or increases 
the body weight, and prolongs life on an unsufficient diet. It is 
therefore entitled to be reckoned as a food. 

7. If large doses are taken, part of it is excreted unchanged. 

8. It dilates the blood-vessels, increases the force and frequency 
of the heart by its action on the nervous centres, to which it is 
conveyed by the blood, imparts a feeling of comfort, and facili- 
tates bodily and mental labor. It does not give additional strength, 
but merely enables a man to draw upon his reserve energy. It 
may thus give assistance in a single effort, but not in prolonged 
exertions. 

9. The same is the case with the heart: but in disease alcohol 
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frequently slows instead of quickening the pulsations of this organ, 
and thus economizes instead of expending its reserve energy. 

TO. By dilating the vessels of the skin, alcohol warms the sur- 
face at the expense of the internal organs. It is thus injurious 
when taken during exposure to cold, but beneficial when taken 
after the exposure is over, as it tends to prevent congestion of in- 
ternal organs. 

11. The symptoms of intoxication are due to paralysis of the 
nervous centres; the cerebrum and cerebellum being first affected, 
then the cord, and lastly the medulla oblongata. It is through 
paralysis of the medulla that alcohol usually causes death. 

12. The apparent immunity which'drunken men enjoy from the 
usual effects of serious accidents, is due to paralysis of the nervous 
mechanism, through which shock would be produced in a sober 
condition. — Am. Jour. Med. Science. 



ABE ECZEMA AND PSOBIASIS LOCAL DISEASES, 
OR ARE THEY MANIFESTATIONS OF CONSTITU- 
TIONAL DISORDERS? 
The Reporter, Dr. Lucien Duncan Bulkley, editor Archives of 
Dermatology^ New York, after reviewing the nature of the erup- 
tion in constitutional disorders affecting the skin, the nature of 
local diseases, the microscopic anatomy of the two diseases under 
consideration, the clinical history of these two and some local di- 
seases, and after discussing the effect of local and of constitutional 
treatment, adduced the following conclusions, which were adopted 
by the Section: 

1. Eczema and psoriasis are distinct diseases. The former is to 
be clearly distinguished from artificial dermatitis, and the latter 
from the eruptions of syphilis, scaly eczema and leprosy. 

2. Eczema and psoriasis cannot own a double causation or nature, 
at one time local and another constitutional; but, with other di- 
seases, may have a twof old cause, a predisposing and an exciting. 

8. Eczema and psoriasis, in many of their features, resemble the 
accepted constitutional diseases more than they do those recog- 
nized as locaL 

4. Eczema is most properly likened to catarrh of the mucous 
membranes; it is very probable that some attacks called catarrh 
are eczema and psoriasis of the mucous tissue. 

5. Both eczema and psoriasis resemble gout and rheumatism in 
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oertain respeots, and are dependent upon a somewhat similar, al- 
though as yet unknown, constitutional oause; much of the skin 
lesion most be looked apon as the local result or remains of the 
diseases. 

6. There as yet exists no microscopical or physical proof that 
eczema and psoriasis are the sole result of local cell disorder, 
either congenitial or acquired, or due alone to perverted nerve 
action. 

?• Local causes play a very important part in the etiology of 
eczema. They are probably inoperative in psoriasis. 

8. Local treatment is often insufficient alone to remove the le- 
sions of eczema and psoriasis, and cannot prevent or delay relapse; 
its success does not necessarily demonstrate the local nature of 
these affections. 

9. Constitutional treatment* alone and singly, can cure many 
cases of eczema and psoriasis, and prevent or delay relapses in a 
certain proportion of cases; under constitutional treatment is in- 
cluded every agency not properly classed among local measures. 

10. The total weight of evidence and argument is that eczema 
and psoriasis are both manifestations of constitutional disorders, 
and not local diseases of the skin. — Virginia Med. Monthly. 

INJECTION OF QUININE IN GONORRHOEA. 
Boy, Assist. Surgeon extols (Indian Med. Gaz., May, '76) the ef- 
ficacy of injections of quinia in gonorrhoea. He states: ^^Iwas 
once tempted to try it in a case of acute gonorrhoea, where scald- 
ing was unbearable and discharge profuse, and to my utter surprise 
after the third day I found the man quite relieved. He described 
to me the soothing effect of the injection as something cold, like ice. 
The discharge was so much diminished that his clothes were scarce- 
ly stained after the third day. There was no more incessant desire 
to void the bladder, and he was to all appearance comfortable. My 
success in this case made me bold enough to use it in other cases, 
and I have invariably found the disease yield both'in its acute and 
chronic stages under its influence. It acts as a tonic and astring- 
ent to the mucous membrane of the urethra. I have also used it 
in some cases of cystitis with much benefit* I generally use it dis- 
^ solved in sulphuric acid diluted, mixed with rose water. Two 
grains of quinine sulph. dissolved in acid sulph. dil. m. viij or m. z, 
and mixed with an ounce of rose water; to be used twice for injec- 
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tion« At the same time I give copaiba mixture to my patients. In 
almost all the cases I have found it act like a charm. They are 
generally cured within a week, but chronic cases take a longer 
time. In a few acute cases it took more than a fortnight, but the 
delay in them was attributable to their irregular habits during the 
treatment." — Eclectic Medical Journal 



THE NATURE, CAUSES, AND PKEVENTION OF 

PUERPERAL FEVER. 
The Reporter, Dr. Lusk, of New York City, read a paper on 

the nature, causes, and prevention of Puerperal Fever. The paper 
entered into the examination of the views of various authors upon 
the points presented, giving also a great many statistics. He men- 
tioned the difficulty of giving a clear definition of the term puer- 
peral fever, and said that he included under it all febrile con'ditions 
affecting the lying-in of women. The chief causes in its produc- 
tion, he said, were to be found in the atmosphere, and inoculation. 
Other causes giving rise to it were inflammation resulting from 
8ome traumatic lesion; imprudence of patients or nurses; moral 
causes; old peritoneal adhesions; and susceptibility of individuals. 
Dr, Goodell spoke of the unreliability of statistics concerning 
puerperal fever in Philadelphia. He at one time knew of four- 
teen deaths which occurred in two weeks from puerperal fever, 
while the report of the Board of Health included for the same 
time only twelve deaths in the entire city from that disease. He 
thought patients should be isolated as much as possible as a pre- 
ventive measure. Nurses should wear such material for clothing 
■as can be readily washed, in order not to carry about infectious 
matters. Syringes should be allowed patients only in exceptional 
cases; and to facilitate the discharge of the lochia, patients should 
be encouraged to sit erect frequently. Floors should be washed 
with water impregnated with some disinfectant, which will pre- 
Tent the growth of germs — always more rapid in damp situations. 
In his experience, and in that of Dr. Addinell Hewson, Surgeon 
to the Pennsylvania Hospital, the temperature of patients was al- 
ways much higher on the day following the cleansing of wards by 
means of plain water. If pain set in indicating a puerperal pro- 
cess, he at once gave morphia with quinia and alcohoL In 1021 
lying-in patients whom he had cared for at the Preston Retreat,- 
there had been but three cases of puerperal fever, all fatal. He 
did not agree with Prof. Barker, of New York, in giving veratrum 
viride. 
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Dr. Gordon, of Ohio, believed that the timely administration 
of quinia with ergot and alcohol would act as a certain preventive 
of puerperal fever. 

Dr. Byford, of Chicago, believed with Dr. Lusk that puerperal 

fever was produced in many different forms. It appeard m some 

cases to be autogenetic, and in others had a zymotic origin. He 

related an epidemic of " black tongue," which had occurred under 

his observation many years ago, when during the height of the 

epidemic every lying-in patient in that locality died of puerperal 

fever. As the epidemic subsided, the virulence of the fever grew 

less; and when it had disappeared, no more puerperal fever was 

to be found. 
Drs. John Atlee, Osgood, and White, reported cases occurring 

in their practice, conclusively proving that erysipelas was pro- 
ductive of puerperal fever. 

Dr, White had great confidence in treating the disease with 
opium', and mentioned the extreme degree of tolerence for that 
drug in cases of the disease.' He had given one grain of morphia 
every hour for forty-eight hours in one case, and in another had 

given forty-seven grains in forty-eight hours, both patients recov- 
ering. 
Dr. Simpson, of Edinburgh, did not think we had to do with an 

entity in puerperal fever, but was of the opinion that it was often 
only a typhoid fever occurring in a puerperal patient. In our 
present knowledge of the subject it matters little, so far as treat- 
ment is concerned, whether the poison be chemical or animal. He 
recommended vinegar as a excellent disinfectant for washing the 

hands. 

[Dr. Bates is of the opinion that the use of Bromo-Chloralum 

(Bromide and Chloride of Aluminum), diluted, as an injection af-, 

ter confinement, and its use by the nurse until convalescence, would 

prevent the occurrence of this dreaded disease. See Jour. Mat, 

JfeJ.,Sept. 1876.— Ed.1 

^♦» 

THE EXCRETORY FUNCTION OF THE LIVER. 
The conclusions of the reporter, Dr. Austin Flint, Jr. Professor 

of Physiology in Bellevue Hospital Medical College, were as fol- 
lows: 

Cholesterin exists in health in the bile, the blood, and nervous 

matter ; also in the crystalline lens, in the spleen and in meconium. 

It is found for the most part in nervous matter, from which it is 

passed into the blood. The blood gains cnolesterin in its passage 

through the brain. In old cases of hemiplegia, there is no choles- 
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terin in blood taken from the arm of the paralyzed edde, while it 
exists in the blood from the sound side. Its formation is constant, 
and it is always f onnd in the blood. It is separated from the 
blood by the liver and is discharged with the bile. It pre-exists 
in the blood, serves there no useful purpose, and if it is allowed to 
accumulate, blood poisoning results. 

The bile has two separate and distinct functions, to which the 
so-called biliary salts, glycocholate and taurocholate of soda, con- 
tribute; these do not exist preformed in the blood, but are the pro- 
ducts of secretion. The second function of the bile is excretion 
with depuration, this being accompanied by removal of cholesterin, 
which it obtains from the blood. Normal fsBces do not contun 
cholesterin. The latter is represented by stercorine, formerly 
called seroline, into which it becomes converted in its passage 
down the intestine. The conversion of cholesterin into stercorine 
does not, however, take place when digestion is arrested or when 
it is not necessary, as is shown by the presence of cholesterin in its 
own form in the fsBces during fasting, and in the meconium. The 
difference between the two varieties of jaundice — one mild, the 
other severe — is dependent upon obstruction of the bile ducts in 
the one instance, with reabsorption of biliary coloring matter, 
while in the other there is retention of cholesterin in the blood, in 
consequence of destruction of the parenchyma of the liver. 

That condition of the blood dependent upon the presence of 
cholesterin in the blood Dr. F. calls cfiolestercsmia. It is charac- 
terized by symptoms referable to the brain, and may or may not 
be attended with jaundice. CholestersBmia does not occur in every 
disorder of the liver, because even when a part of the organ is dis- 
ordered, there may remain a portion still capable of performing 
the function of excreting cholesterin. In case of simple jaundice, 
even where fsBces are decolorized, there is an accumulation of chol- 
esterin in the blood. Cholesterin bears the same relations to the 
liver as urea does to the kidney. — Virginia Med. Monthly. 

OF 

Therapeutics and Materia Medica. 



Cure for Tetanus by Mechanical Measures. 

A patient, who was convalescent after various attacks of hemor- 
rhage from the skin and mucous membranes, was wounded in the 
sole of the right foot and had partial tetanus result There was 
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oonsiderable rigidity of the muscles of the cervical region and 
those presiding over the movements of the jaw. Sulphate of 
quinia and charcoal were followed by temporary relief only. Then 
G. thinking that the difficulty of injectmg sufficient nutriment 
was due to the localization of the tetanic affections in the muscles 
named above, concluded to overcome the rigidity by forced move- 
ments of flexion: extension and rotation. This was continued till 
voluntary movement became possible. The jaws were then separ- 
ated little by little from day to day, until they could be more and 
more widely opened, and the patient could himself take solid food. 
This treatment continued during the month of August, and by 
autumn the cure was completed. — Chicago Med. Jour, and Mc 

The Relief of Prickly Heat. 

Many persons are very subject to this annoying affection. They 
will be glad to learn that Surgeon-Major Dr. J. G. French, of the 
Indian medical service, in a contribution to the Indian Medical 
Gazette, says that we can cure prickly heat in three or four days 
by the application of a solution of sulphate of copper. This 
should be of the strength of about ten grains to the ounce of 
water, and the solution should be applied daily, or oftener, by 
means of a camel-hair brush, or bit of sponge tied on the end of a 
stick. It is best applied after the morning bath, when the skin 
hai? been well rubbed with the towel, and it must be allowed to 
dry on the skin before dressing. Dr. French states that he has 
used this application for over thirteen years, and, when regularly 
and properly applied, he has never known it to fail. — Med. cmd 
Surg. Reporter. 

The American Metric Bureau. 

In a memorial of ** The International Association for obtaining 
a uniform decimal system of Measures, Weights and Coins," pre- 
sented to Hon. Benjamin Disraeli, Chancellor of Her Majesty's 
Exchequer, in March, 1859, it is estimated that the adoption of 
the Metric System would save in the management of the London 
& Northwestern B. R. £10,000 ($50,000) a year; and in the 
various departments of Her Majesty's Government not less than 
£500,000 ($2,500,000) every year. When we consider that this 
computation was made by competent authorities, and remember 
that the amount named would be saved every year by a single 
railroad, it is evident that the total saving made by the adoption 
of the Metric weights and measures would be almost incredibly 
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large. The same proportionate saving would be effected in every 
market, store, factory, counting-room, in short everywhere, for in 
business life nearly every sentence spoken or written contains 
some expression of quantity. 

On the Action of Alteratives. 

The Practitioner of September has an article by its editor, T. 
Lauder Brunton, on " The Action of Alteratives," which contains 
suggestions upon physiological questions of great interest. Ac- 
cording to a theory of the action of ferments, all the processes of 
nutrition may be carried on by them, and the same proximate 
principles which, in the intestines, serve to break up the albumin- 
oids into forms which fit them for absorption and assimilation in 
the tissues, may, while circulating in the blood, lead to the changes 
in the tissues themselves which result in the liberation of urea, 
carbonic acid, etc. 

In concluding his paper. Dr. Brunton recapitulates the follow- 
ing points: 

**A11 medicines may be called alteratives, but the name is spec- 
ially applied to those which imperceptibly modify nutrition. 

" Nutrition is carried on in the intestine, and probably in the 
body, by means of ferments. 

" Alteratives probably modify nutrition by modifying the action 
of these ferments. 

" Nitro-hydrochloric acid probably acts in headache, and also in 
the depression of spirits associated with oxaluria, by modifying 
the action of ferments in the intestine or liver. 

" Lithates are probably formed in the liver, and also in the 
muscles. The question arises: Is nitrohydrochloric acid useful in 
stopping the lithates from disorder of the liver and digestion only^ 
or is it also useful when the lithates arise from other causes? 

" Colchicum is probably useful in gout by diminishing the pro- 
duction of uric acid. 

'^ Iodide of potassium acts on the lymphatics. 

" Mercury acts on the albuminous solids. 

" Is the action of iodides increased by giving salt ?" 

New Febrifuae. 

Db. Brunnetti, of Constantinople, recommends the following 

mixture as being not only much cheaper but more efficacious than 
quinir e in malarious fevers: — Chloride of sodium, 12 grammes- 
(1 85 giains) ; carbonate of iron, 1 gramme (5^ grains) ; mix and 
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divide into three powders. These three doses are to be taken in 
one day, one powder being taken in the morning, another at mid* 
day, and the third at night. In order to prevent a relapse, one 
powder should be given every morning for eight days. He finds 
it also superior to other anti-pyretics in tuberculosis, in smaller 
doses than the above, but continued for a longer time. — Chem,^ 
and Druggist. 

Irrltatins: Effsots of Salicylic Acid. 

That salioyUo acid is not so harmless a body as is generally sup- 
posed is shown by its action on the skin. In preparing 4 and 10 
per cent, salicylic wadding, a momentary dip of the hand into the 
solution caused the skin to scale off for several days. The author 
has also observed that the acid hinders the action of pepsine on 
albumen. A mixture of 2 parts albumen, 5 drops of hydrochloric 
acid, 30 parts distilled water, 0*3 pepsine, and 0.1 salicylic acid, 
had a putrid smell after about 8 days. Would it be equally in- 
active in the hot summer days if milk, flesh, wine^ beer, etc., be 
treated with the acid for the purpose of preserving them ? Can- 
tharides and belladonna plaster could not, by painting over with 
a spirituous solution of salicylic acid, be preserved from moulding. 
The article is, therefore, not infallible, and we await further pre- 
cise experiments to determine its exact value in such cases. — Ibid. 



Violent Pain— Its Effscts on Animals and Men. 

Mantegazza (Hirach JahreahericM)^ by experiments proved that 
in animals violent pain produced loss of appetite, dyspepsia, 
naus^ arrest of the digestive process, vomiting and diarrhoea, 
and if continued, great weakness and considerable loss of weight 
and greater sensitiveness to all injurous agencies. In man we 
find that severe neuralgic pain produces dyspepsia, want of ap- 
petite, coated tongue, pallor and anaoHtia, weak pulse, cold extrem- 
ities, depressed, excitable states of the system, great sensitiveness 
to external injurious influences. 

Thb New York State Medical Society has decided that under 
the ^' Code of Ethics " it has no power to compel a physician to 
Consult with another; anyone may choose his companion as well 
as his patient. 

Dr. J. M. Toner, of Washington, has offered to donate to the 
physicians of Pittsburg his own collection of medical books, 

22 
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valued at twenty thousand dollars. The donation is subject to 
two oonditionfi; 1. Afire proof building must be ereoted for the 
library. 2. The library must be called by his name. Strange to 
say, thus far the library has not been accepted. Dr. Toner also 
offers to provide a fund whereby the proposed institution would 
secure the advantages of annual lectures on medical and scientific 
subjects. — Detroit JReview of Med. 

lEarth Closets. 

The Wakefield earth closet is said to be the great blessing of 
the 19th century by thos^who are so fortunate as to possess one. 
They are not intended for invalids alone, many a family in robust 
(health uses them in preference a to vile privy with obnoxious odors 
•enough to knock a strong man down, much less a weak woman. 
The secret of their emitting no odor lies in the fact that the earth 
with which the vessel is filled is a deodorizer and destroys at once 
all offensive odors. They are portable, and coming into general 
use. In the sick-room they are an indispensable article of furni- 
ture. 



Mlcro-Photoflcraphs. 

The well-known London house of MacmiUan & Co., publishers 
of "The Practitioner," have undertaken the publication in Eng- 
land of "Micro-Photographs in Histology," the monthly work 
conducted by Drs. Seller, Hunt and Richardson. A large edition 
is required by the English profession. 

Antidote for Carbolic Acid. 

As this acid is now so extensively used, it may be of some im- 
portance to make known the antidotes which have been proposed. 
M. Ferrand advises the following : quicklime, five parts — ^form- 
ing a saccharate of lime. — Med, and Surg. Meporter. 



Chronic Inversion of the Uterus. 

Dr. White, of Buffalo, read a paper on chronic inversion of 
the uterus. He has met with twelve cases since 1858, when he 
first successfully operated for the reduction of a case of twelve 
years' standing, and he had succeeded in reducing every case he 
had met with. From his experience, he believes that every case, 
of whatever standing, may be reduced. Failure to reduce here- 
tofore has consisted in a lack of keeping up pressure upon the 
inverted organ for a sufficient length of time. The average du- 
ration of the operation in his hands has been over an hour, and 



MantMj/ Su/mnMrn/. 323 

the cases operated upon have been of all degrees of standing, 
from six months to twenty-two years. The patient should be 
placed on her back, with the thighs flexed, and feet and knees 
supported by assistants. The rectum and bladder should be 
emptied beforehand, and the patient anassthetized. He uses a 
repositor, one end hi which consists of a cup-shaped piece of 
India-rubber placed upon a hard rubber stem, about eight inches 
long, and curved to meet the requirements of the pelvis, while 
attached to the proximal extremity is a steel spring, conical in 
shape, the base of which is intended to be placed against the 
breast. By this means the hand is relieved, which, during the 
operation, should encircle the inverted uterus resting in the cup- 
shaped extremity, and thus direct the power applied. The grad- 
ual pressure will stretch the vagina, whose upper extremity will 
retract, the cervix thus permitting the passage of the fundus. 
When that has once passed to the level of the os, a large rectal 
bougie may be substituted, and the pressure continued until the 
organ is entirely replaced. Except in recent cases. Dr. White 
does not believe that pressure applied to the fundus will produce 
" dimpling " of it, aud he considers the reduction of the organ, 
OB a toholef necessary. — Virginia Med, Monthly. 



Expectation of Sickness. 

Dr. Biginald Southey has been giving an interesting course of 
lectures on "Individual Hygiene" at St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 
London, full reports of which appear in the Lancet, At one of 
the lectures the following table of the " Expectation of Sickness " 
was posted in view of the audience; 

At 20 years calculate on 4 days yearly. 

" 20 to 30 « 5 or 6 " 

it 45 cc Y " 

" 60 " 9 or 10 « 

" 66 " 12 or 13 " 

" 60 " 16 " 

"66 « 31 « 

« 70 " 74 " 

Hippocrates was wise enough not to pretend to give any esti- 
mate for the period between babyhood and maturity, or for that 
after seventy, aud all he intends by sickness is incapacity to labor, 
to pursue ordinary avosations. — St, Louis EUc. Med, Jour, 
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Present Condition of Evidence Concerning Disease-flcerms. 

The conclusions of the Reporter, Dr. Thomas E. Satterthwaite, 
of New York, after slight modifications, were adopted by the 
Section: 

1. That so far as inquiry has been made as to the results of the 
active principles in infective diseases, it is probable that in a cer- 
tain number the matter is particulate or molecular in form, and in 
the instances named, in no sense a soluble substance, 

2. That in regard to the causes of septicsBmia, pyasmia, puer- 
peral fever, erysipelas, and hospital gangrene, and in cholera, 
small-poz, the carbuncular diseases of men and animals, of ty- 
phoid and relapsing fevers, and diphtheria, there is not satisfac- 
tory proof that they are necessarily connected with minute vege- 
table organisms. 

3. That the real nature of these causes is still uncertain. 



The MIcroscopicai Study of the Brain* 

Section on Mental Diseases. — ^The Reporter, Dr. Walter H. 
Kempster, Physician and Superintendent of Northern Hospital 
for Insane, Oshkosh, Wis., briefly outlined the progress made by 
recent investigators in studying the pathological histology of the 
brain in insanity. He then introduced the following subjects: 1. 
The importance of microscopic observations of the several cere- 
bral membranes, to determine their pathological condition, and 
the relations that the various pathological states hold to the forms 
of mental aberration. 2. The abnormalities in arterioles and 
capillaries, including the various deposits on the walls of the 
vessels; engorgement and its consequences; the several changes 
observed in the coats of the vessels; occlusion from minute thrombi, 
and embolism; alterations in the course of the vessels, and the 
effect these conditions have upon the surrounding brain tissue. 
3. Miliary aneurisms and meliary hemorrhages: the effect they 
have in the production of braiti disease. 4. The peri-vascular 
sheath, and peri-vascular canal, as they are found in cases of in- 
sanity, were considered in their relations to adjacent brain tissue. 
5. the various alterations in structure and form noted in nerve 
cells and nerve fibres, in the several forms of insanity* 6. The 
abnormalities in the neuralgia, and the conditions called ^^ miliary 
sclerosis," and "colloid degenerations," were debcribed, and the 
influence each condition has in impairing normal cerebral action 
was discussed. 7. The various pathological conditions found in 
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the i^ioroscopio examination of the brain in a number of cases of 
insanity, were illustrated by means of photo-miorographs, made 
from fresh and prepared specimens. The pathological states ob- 
served were considered with reference to the mental symptoms 
noticed during the cwpe of the various forms of insanity. — Vir- 
ginia Med. Monthly y 

Carbolic Acid— Its Unsuccessful Use as a Disinfectant During 
the Epidemic of Yellow Fever. 

The New Orleans Medical and Surgical Journal^ November, 

1875, reports the following as embodying the experience of the 

profession at New Orleaner: 

1. Carbolic acid, as used for the purposes of <* disinfection,'' by 
the Board of Health ib New Orleans during the years 1867-70 
71-72-78-74 and 75, has failed to arrest small-pox, scarlet fever 
and yellow fever. 

2. Carbolic acid, as used for purposes of ^^disinfection " by the 
Board of Health in New Orleans, has, in several instances, proved 
injurious to the inhabitants of the ^^ disinfected^^ districts. 

3. The facts observed in New Orleans during the practice of 
carbolic acid ^^ disinfection " upon a larger scale than ever before 
in the history of sanitary science, sustain the views held by the 
authorities that it is impossible to disinfect the atmosphere of an 
entire city, or even of a circumscribed area as of two or more 
squares. Cases of yellow fever have occurred in succession at 
long intervals in houses and localities which have been most 
thoroughly subjected to the so-called ^^ carbolic acid disinfection " 
Instances have been observed where unacclimated individuals re- 
turning from the country before cold weather had put an end to 
the disease, and entering those districts of the city in which car- 
bolic acid had been most lavishly employed as a << disinfectant " 
have been attacked with yellow fever, 

4. Yellow fever has followed its usual course, increasing up to 
a certain period, and then declining with the fall of temperature, 
and ceasing with the appearance of the frost. No connection has 
been traced between the decline and cessation of the disease and 
the amount of carbolic acid used for purposes of disinfection. 

Quinine Bromohydrate. 

M, Gubler {Jour, de Ther. — Medical Becordy February 12, 1876), 
from a study of this drug, concludes: 
1. The bromohydrate of quiniue (bromide of quinia), corres. 
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ponding to the sulphate of the same base, is more BolnblOi^and 
oontainB more of the alkaloid than the latter. 

2. It posBesses the phyfliological propei!ties of the salts of qui- 
nine in general, and probably also the therapeutio virtues of its 
officinal congener. ^ 

8. The action of the bromohydrate of qumine seems, however, 
to differ from that of thie sulphate, not only in the slight degree 
of oinchonism produced by it, but also by a marked tendency to 
nervous sedation and hypnotism. 

4. The combination of these qualities especially adapts it to the 
treatment of the congestive and febrile affections which attack 
the nervous system, neuralgias due to neuritis, irritative neuroses, 
cerebral hypenemias, etc., in the treatment of which it has af- 
forded excellent results. 

5. The bromohydrate of quinine was remarkably efficacious in 
a case of intractable vomiting. It has proved of great service in 
a number of affections ordinarily amenable to the action of the 
sulphate of quinine, visceral or articular congestions — whether of 
diathetic origin or not — ^rheumatic or gouty symptomatic fevers, 
or fevers a f rigore, etc. 

6. The remedy has been given in doses from six to fifteen grains 
a day in divided doses of three grains at a time, either in the form 
of pills or by hypodermic injection. 

Palpitation of the Heart— Method of Instantaneously Arreatlna 
It. 

Dr. J. Lardies {L* Union Med. — OliniCj November 20, 1875) de- 
scribes a method by which palpitation of the heart not due to 
organic lesions may be arrested at once. The patient is directed 
to bend the body, head down, and the arms hanging so as to mo- 
mentarily cause congestion of the upper part of the body. In all 
cases of nervous or an»mic palpitations the heart quickly resumes 
its normal functions. If respiration be arrested for a few seconds 
while the patient is. in the above position, the relief is still more 
speedy. 

Raw Onions as a Diuretic. 

Dr. G. W. Balfour {Edinburgh Med. Jour.^ September, 1875) 
records three cases in which much benefit was afforded patients 
by the eating of raw onions in large quantities. They acted as 
a diuretic in each instance. Oase first was a woman who had suf- 
fered from a large white kidney and constriction of the mitral 
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valye. Her abdomen and legs had been tapped several times, bat 
after using onions as above she had been free from dropsy for two 
yearSi although still suffering from albuminuria. Case second 
suffering from cardiac disease, cirrhotic liver and aecites. Oase 
third had ascites depending on tumor of the liver. In both of 
them the remedy had' been used with good results. Both had been 
previously tapped, purgatives and diuretics aUke having failed to 
£^ve relief. All other treatment having failed to give relief, re- 
course was had to the onions. Under their use the amount passed 
steadily rose from ten to fifteen ounces to seventy-eight or a hun- 
dred. 



Q«l0»mlum 8emp*rvlr#n9-lta Aotlon. 

Dr. S. Ringer (London Zimcet) shows by experiments that 

1. In animals gelsemium primarily affects respiration. 

2. It reduces the frequency of the respiratory act. 

8. The affection of respiration appears before the paralysis and 
passes off earlier, 

4. Gelsemium causes death by asphyxia. 

5. If artificial respiration be maintained until the drug can be 
eliminated, recovery will take place. 

Such being the facts, what is their explanation ? The answer 
is given by Dr. Burden Sanderson in succeeding numbers of the 
Ixmeet. He finds that when given in fatal doses gelsemium causea 
death, as in poisoning by curare, by gradual arrest of the respira- 
tory movements. Facts further show that this result is not, as in 
the oase of curare, to be attributed to suspension of the functions 
either of the motor nerves or of the muscles to which they are 
distributed, so that the conclusion can hardly be avoided that this 
agent exercises its influence directly on the oerebro-spinal centers, 
and particularly on those parts which preside over the rythmical 
respiratory movements. He further finds that the drug acts on 
the respiratory function by paralyzing the automatic respiratory 
center, but that the process of extinction of the respiratory move- 
ments, which might otherwise be expected to be gradual and pro- 
gressive, is prevented from being so by the intervention of dis- 
turbances of which the explanation is to be found Id the imperfect 
arterialization of the circulating blood. 

A Sensible Precaution. 

When lunar caustic is used in the oral cavity, and toward the 
tonsils and larynx, fears may be entertained that the stick may 
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break and cause dangeroas symptoms. To make sueh an un* 
pleasant accident impossible, Dr. Mettenkeimer places the caustic 
in a little bag of gauze, through the meshes of which the former 
actis completely, the escape of the stick being effectually pre- 
vented. Of course the gauze should be changed at each cauteriz- 
ation, as the meshes are liable to get obstructed by moisture, and 
even to be destroyed by the caustic. — Lancet. 

Poison Ins; by Hats and Boots 

A German Medical Journal quoted by the Cincinnati Clinic^ 
reports a case of severe pustular eruption of the f orehead^ extend- 
ing over the face, and which was ascribed to the anilin dye in the 
leather of the hat band. We have seen a case of severe poison- 
ing of the legs above the ankles, evidently produced by the leather 
linings of a pair of half-boots. We have also under observation 
a gentleman of this city, a leather dealer, who has been repeat- 
edly poisoned by handling a certain kind of leatherr In this case 
the affection was eczematous and followed by permanent macule. 
The gentleman attributed the effect to sumach used in the pre- 
paration of the leather. — Pacific Med, and Surg. Journal. 

Method of Extracrinv a Broken Catheter from the Urethra. 

Dr. Young was recently called to a patient about eighty years 

of age, who was suffering from retention of urine, caused by the 
breaking in the urethra of a Ko. 8 silver catheter which he had 
been in the habit of using. The point of breakage was beyond 
the beginning of the curve, and it presented two sharp pointed 
spicula, three eighths of an ijpch long. On external examination 
the urethra was tender; the broken portion of the catheter lay 
about seven inches from the meatus, and was movable only in the 
direction of the bladder. Dr. Young took the eyes off d No. 11 
catheter and passed it down to and over about an inch of the 
broken end, when, on making an angle with No. 11, No. 8 became 
locked and easily withdrawn. This method of extraction may be 
employed, with modifications, in removing other foreign bodies. 
On fixing the object to be removed, by external pressure, the tube 
slides easily over it, and it can be extracted by manipulation with 
out wounding the mucous membrane — British Med, Jour, 

Why Early Autumn is an Unhealthy Season. 

The observations of the Munich Observatory show that the 

maximum and minimum of the mean monthly temperature of the 
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ground vary within narrow limits, and the differences are always 
less the greater the depth at which the observations are made. 
Farther, the maximum as well as the minimum of the temperature 
falls regularly at a later time the deeper the measurements are 
made. Thus, 6. ^., at twenty feet the highest as well as the lowest 
temperatures do not occur until four months after the highest and 
lowest temperatures have been noticed a few feet above the ground* 
It is well known that the decomposition of organic matter is hast- 
ened by a high temperature of the ground. The favorable period 
for epidemics is that at which a relatively high temperature oc- 
curs with a certain degree of moisture. This is why the most and 
the worst epidemics occur at that time of the year when the soil 
is usually warmest (August and September), the fewest and gen- 
erally the least serious when on an average the lowest tempera- 
ture is found. The occurrence and spread of epidemics of this 
kind must be especially favored at times when the temperature of 
the ground is very high. — Med aiid Surg, Reporter, 

Chronic Dysentery Cured by Topical Treatment. 

Dr. T. G. Thomas (iV, Y, Med. Jour.y Jan., 1875) reports a case 

of chronic dysentery of five years standing cured by three appli- 
cations of nitric acid to the ulcerated rectum. The patient was 
ansBSthetised — placed in the left lateral position, and, after stretch- 
ing of the sphincter ani by the finger, a long duck-bill speculum was 
introduced. This was held by the nurse, exactly as in vaginal ex- 
aminations, while by a depressor the anterior rectal wall was 
pressed downwards. The whole rectal canal was now exposed, to 
the sigmoid flexure. By a syringe it was cleansed of all faecal 
matter. Throughout its whole extent the exposed intestine was 
seen swollen, (Edematous, hanging in hemorrhoidal masses studded 
with deep ulcers, having grayish bottoms. It was greatly en- 
gorged and presented that deep red almost violet hue, which is 
seen in the throat in cases of diphtheria. By cotton on a rod 
nitric acid was lightly applied to the ulcers and swollen mucous 

membrane. 

After the third application, within a period of one month, the 

patient was entirely well. 

Diphtheria of the Intestine. 
A. Kajawsky ( (Jentralblatt far die Med. Wissenachaften — Med 

TimfiSy December 25, 1872), trom observations of diphtheritic 

processes of the human intestine, concludes: 
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1. Diphtheria of the intestine is always preceded by a catarrhal 
affection* 

2. The commencement of diphthiria is characterized by a de- 
posit of a fibrinous exudation, which collects in the mucous mem- 
brane and on its surface. 

3. This is followed by death of the tissue of the mucous mem- 
brane, and its metamorphosb into the granular mass containing 
albumen. This destructiye process extends, and at the same time 
a hyaline metamorphosis of the blood vessels appears in the altered 
tissues. 

4. Micrococci and bacteria are found both in the altered and in 
the unaltered tissue, in the former in colonies^ in the latter dis- 
persed singly. Even at a time when the tissue has not beoome 
fluid, canals filled with bacteria can be found in the sub-mucous 
layer. Experiments made upon rabbits show that diphtheria of 
the intestine can be artificially induced by injection of fluids con- 
taining bacteria into the blood only after the intestinal mucous 
meml^rane has undergone changes of an inflammatory character. 

The Toxic Properties of Clycerfne. 

MM. Dujardin-Beaumetz and Audige have made a series of in- 
teresting and elaborate experiments upon the poisonous effects 
produced upon dogs by large doses of glycerine, which were in- 
jected under the skin, the conclusions arriyed at being as follows: 
1. Glycerine, chemically pure, causes in the dog, in twenty-four 
hours after being introduced under the skin, deadly effects when 
the dose is in the proportion of 8 to 10 grammes to a kilogramme 
of the weight of the dog. 2. The toxic effect (acute glycerii^) 
are comparable within certain limits to those of acute alcoholism. 
3. The microscopic lesions in glycerism are analogous to those of 
alcoholism, which tends to induce the belief that the toxic effects 
of these substances are almost the same. 4. From a therapeutic 
point of yiew, there may, therefore, be some danger in introduc- 
ing glycerine into the economy in too large quantities. — SuU. Gin 
d§ Therap. 

Treatment of Pertussis. 
In a paper read by Dr. P. Brynberg Porter before the New 

York Medical Journal Association, and published in the New York 

Medical Journal of October, the author detailed the results of 

using chloral, quinia, castanea, and inhalations of ether in the 

treatment of pertussis. His conclusions are, in the loain, like 
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those arrived at by him in a former paper (1878), and may be 
summarized as follows: It is his opinion that in the average num- 
ber of cases where either of the three remedies first mentioned 
seems to be of advantage and is given early, the paroxysmal 
stage is about three weeks in duration. He has found oastanea to 
fail in a larger proportion of cases^ than either chloral or quinine. 
He thinks that with one or the other, or perhaps two of these 
remedies together, we ought not to find pertussis to be such a 
'formidable adversary" as it has hitherto been generally consid- 
ered. 



Araenio In the Phoaphorua of Commerce. 

Mr. L. Dohme, of Baltimore, reported the results of his analy- 
ses of various brands of phosphorus. That made by Gibbs and 
Deacon, of Mount Holly, N. J., was proven, by the most careful 
tests, to be free from arsenic, while two samples (one recent, the 
other old) made by Albright and Wilson, of Oldbury, England, 
contained respectively 0.562 per cent, and 1.066 per cent, of me- 
tallic arsenic. — Ifew Remedies. 



Chlorate of Soda to Prevent the Formatlonlof Call-Stones. 

Dr. William 0. Dabney relates the particulars of two cases of 
gall-stone colic, and a third case of undefined biliary trouble, 
which were effectually relieved by the use of chlorate of soda. 
He gives it, as advised by Sohiff of Florence, in pill form, on ac- 
count of its insolubility and ^lightly bitter taste. It should be 
given in doses of about fifty centigrammes (7 1-2 grains) twice 
a day, until symptoms of the saturation of the system appear, 
there are digestive troubles, irregularity of the hearts action, etc. 
In one case it seemed to cause nausea at first but this soon passed 
off. Dr. Dabney thinks it highly probable that its use might be 
beneficial in some cases of enfeebljBd digestion, when the bile 
seemeH at fault.v— iV! J. Eclec, Med, and 8urg^ JowmcU, 

The Treatment of Tapeworm. 

A return of the quantity of several drugs in most general use for 

the treatment of tapeworm, in the public hospitals of Paris during 
the last ten years, has been made by the Director of the Central 
Pharmacy. A comparison of the relative quantities consumed 
during the first and second halves of the decennium supplies an in- 
teresting indication of the professional verdict as to their relative 
value. The average quantity of kousso consumed annually was 
more than twice as great during the four years since 1870 as dur- 
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ing the six yeara before. The amount of pnmpkiii-seeds employed 
has not quite doubled; that of pomegranate-bark has remained 
almost stationary; and that of the male-fern has more than 
doubled. Kousso and male-fern thus appear to be the remedies on 
which Parisian experience shows most reliance can be plaoed. M. 
Collin, however, in a recent paper on TaBuia in the French Army, 
advocates very strongly the use of pomegranate bark. He asserts 
that when the precaution was taken never to administer a purga- 
tive before the vermifuge, the head of the worm was expelled, 
in three cases out of four, by a single dose. A purgative given 
before simply tears away the segments, leaving the head attached, 
and the head is then undisturbed by the special medicine. 

Sunstroke and Alcohol. 

The necessity of temperance in drink on the part of those 
whose avocations lead them to be exposed to the sun in hot 
weather can not be too forcibly urged. Over and over again in 
India the immunity from sunstroke enjoyed by temperate men has 
been observed. It may be interesting now to recount Sir oharles 
Napier's description of his personal seizure while serving in India 
(as reported in Sir Ronald Martin's excellent work ^< The Diseases 
of Tropical Countries ") : " I had hardly," writes Sir Charles, 
" written the above sentence when I was tumbled over with heat 
apoplexy. Forty-three others were struck, all Europeans, and all 
died within three hours except myself. I do not drink. That is 
the secret. The sun had no ally in liquor in my brain." — Lancet. 

Chromio Aoid fbr Warts, 

Three or four applications of this acid will cause the disappear- 
ance of warts, however hard, large, or dense these may be. The 
application gives rise to neither pain, suppuration, nor cicatrices, 
the sole inconvenience being the production of a dark brown color. 
— L^ Union Medicale, • 



Orchitis. 

This malady is effectually cured by the following: 1. Keep 
constantly applied upon the affected organ (the patient preserving 
a state of rest), lotions of mixture of one part of tincture of 
arnica with six parts of water; rub along the track of the 
spermatic cord, two or three times a day, an embrocation made of 
one-third or one-half part tincture of arnica with one part of some 
oily linimenu 2. Administer intenrally, seven drops of the tine- 
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ture of arnica, mixed, if fever be present, with two and a half 
drops of Fleming's tinctnre of aconite and acetate of ammonia. — 
-Jf. Knagga. 

Action of Chloral on the Rectum. 

It would appear that chloral \% one of those agents which act 

with nearly as much energy when introduced in the rectum as 

when taken into the stomach. In a case of puerperal convulsions 

to which we had been called in consultation, a solution of bromide 

of potassium with hydrate of chloral, wDioh could not be swallowed 

by the patient, was injected in the rectum, with the effect of 

sUlaying spasm promptly and decidedly. It was repeated in the 

same case with excellent results. Since that time, other trials of 

chloral as an enema have confirmed its value in this mode of admin- 

J)e jnn ^ istration. The quantity of thirty grains in two or three ounces of 

to tkfi water will generally be sufficient for a single injection. — Pac, 

tiij(^(f^ Med. Jour. 

inperwK chloride of Ammonium. 

"om^ii Although it seems difficult to say in what class of cases precisely 

**""?;- chloride of ammonium is likely to prove of use, it is well worth a 

: "iMi^ trial in obstinate cases which have resisted other treatment. Dr. 

tai » ti Young relates a case of obstinate neuralgia of the ovary in which 

I OTerii. 15 grains of the chloride was given every two hours till three doses 

^yff*"^ ^ were taken. This, along with a pessary containing bromide and 

^ici. J. belladonna, gave complete relief at the period of greatest in- 

ia.'~l tensity of pain. The next access of pain was successfully treated 
in the same manner. This time the cure remsnned permanent. 

±t fsTs Calomel. 

lij k ' Dr. Duckworth in Practitioner says : "I am satisfied that in 

:r :lC-* many minor disorders of children nothing can take the place of 

'-t:- calomel as a purgative, and much time is often lost by beginning 

with drugs that are accounted more simple. The only medicine 

that appears to me to approach calomel in value is castor-oil ; but 

this is constantly a source of trouble from Its disgusting character. 

' ^ I find that calomel is distinctly preferable to gray powder as 

' ' a purgative, just as for other purposes strychnia is to milder pre- 

-^ '" parations of nux vomica. Its action is smarter and more decided. 

-^ '.' It has also the great merits of being tasteless, and of exciting no 

^ ^^ nausea, and its bulk is small. 

'^In strumous children, or in healthy ones who suffer occa- 
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sionaily from gastric catarrh, with tenderness and some torpidity 
of the liver, no medicine is comparable to a purgative containing 
calomel. After its action a copious bilious stool or two are passed, 
the tongue is observed to become cleaner, the feverishness pertain- 
ing to this state subsides, and the child becomes brighter, and has 
restored appetite. A so-called Simpler treatment with soda and 
citrate of potash will often fail to yield these results, and so, too, 
will repeated doses of rhubarb and senna." 

Bolls and Carbuncles— Their Treatment. 

Dr. P. Earl {British Med. Jour., July 1, 1876) directs attention 
to this subject: 

1. Boils and carbuncles are not mere inflanunations and slough- 
ings of cellular tissue, but specific diseases. 

2. They are parasitic, and as such endowed with a definite life 
and history. 

3. In their early stages they may be infallibly destroyed and 
aborted by destruction of their central stem or root, and even 
after this stage is passed they may generally be destroyed, and in 
all cases, at the very least, greatly modified by the free application 
of carbolic acid. 

4. To produce this result the acid must be freely introduced 
into the central portion of the disease, and also into any other part 
where an opening exists or is formed artificially. The strength of 
carbolic acid used was four or five parts to one of glycerine. 

An Automatic Mothod of Openlna: the Eustachina Tube and 
Alrlnfi: the Tympanum. 

Dr. H. S. Schell {Amer. Jotir. Med, Sciences^ Jnljy 1876) gives 
the following method of infiating the tympanum: 

^'The patient is directed to keep the lips tightly closed, and to 
draw down the throat, and even to separate the jaws slightly, as 
if trying to yawn without being observed. The effort ustlally 
produces a yawn, and if immediately after the long inspiration 
which accompanies the act, or at the beginning of expiration, the 
nostrils are closed with*the fingers, air will be felt to fill the tym- 
panic cavity. The tympanum will remain inflamed for some time, 
often uncomfortably if amy amount of force has been used, but 
may be quickly eased by swallowing saliva once or twice with the 
mouth shut.*' 

The various applications of this method will suggest them- 
selves to the practical surgeon. 
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The Iris— Its Innervation and Movements. 

M, Debouzy {Rev, des Scien. Med, — Jour, Nerv, DU,^ April, 
1876,) in a memoir on this subject, oonoludes: 1. The muscalar 
fibres which from the sphincter of the iris, and the so-called radi- 
ating bundles of the same, are only one muscle, a muscular dia- 
phragm of the eye. 2. When all the muscular fibres of the iris, 
both circular and radiating, are put in action at once, contraction 
of the pupil takes place, on account of the predominance of the 
circular fibres. 3. This muscular contraction is due to the third 
cranial or motor oculi nerve alone, and it is only observed in the 
sensorial functions (accommodation to light, distance etc.) 4. the 
dilatation of the pupil that occurs after the cessation of the ac- 
tion of the third pair, is not from excitation of all opposing nerves, 
nor a muscular contraction, it is solely due to the elasticity of the 
iris, and is a purely passive phenomenon. 5. The sympathetic has 
no action on the muscular fibres of the iris, it is purely vaso- 
motor. 6. When the sympathetic acts as a vaso-constrictor it 
dilates the pupil. Does it augment the calibre of the vessels? 
There is thence pupillary contraction. It does not act on the 
sensorial functions. 7. The phenomena of myosis and mydriasis, 
depending upon the great sympathetic, are in all respects compar- 
able to the vascular phenomena that produce flushing or pallor of 
the face. Pupillary contraction may therefore be provoked by 
(1) the contraction of the muscular fibres, (2) vascular dilation. 
8. The third pair reacts from the optic nerve alone, and is inde- 
pendent of the general sensibility. When we excite a sensory 
nerve and obtain a contraction of the pupil, this is the result of a 
Teflex action from the sympathetic, with participation of the optic 
nerve or of the motor oculi communis. 



Aecret Cancer Remedies. 

Dr. J. L. Horr, of Maine, says (Bost. Med. and Surg. Jour.) : 
" Having without solicitation on my part become possessed of the 
knowledge of the 'secret remedies' employed by the late Dr. Lom- 
bard, the famous ^cancer doctor' of this region, I feel it my priv- 
ilege, as a member of a scientific profession that has only for its 
object the advancement of knowledge and the relief of suffering 
to make a simple statement of the remedies and methods which 
were employed in the so-called 'treatment of cancer.' The rem- 
edy employed, if the cancer was small, was the inspissated juice 
of leaves of the Phytolacca decandra (garget), which was applied 
in the form of a plaster until sloughing took place. The after- 
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treatment was some simple dressing like simple cerate. If the 
tumor bad attained considerable size, Dr. Lombard first used a 
paste composed of cbloride of zinc and pulyerized sanguinaria 
until an eschar was produced, and then the same plaster as before 
was applied until the mass sloughed away. The knowledge of 
these remedies was given me by Dr. Lombard himself while I was 
attending him during his last illness, and a few days before his 
death." — Louisville Med, News. 



MWnht 



FIBWEIK IN LUNG I>1SCAS£. 

Letter from T. F. Mayham, M. D., Fon du Lac, Wift., Oct. 6th, 1876. 

Case 2. Mrs. G., aged 88, a confirmed epileptic (having been afOicted with 
that malady since childhood). After, haying three or fits in a single day, and 
very much prostrated thereby, was at!tacked by duU throbbing pain in base of 
right lung. Attributing her conditioil to the effect of the fits, and thinking it 
would ceaee without medication in a^few days, she allowed it to run for fiye 
or six days without consulting a physician. Her condition constantly grow- 
ing worse, on the lOth of July, 1876, I was summoned to see her. Found 
her suffering severe pain in the right side of the chest ; pulse 180, respirations 
80, temperature 102. Up to this time there had been no cough. Auscultation 
disclosed that the lower and more than half of the middle lobe of the right 
luBg were consolidated. July 11th — ^Evidences of a large abscess unmistaka- 
ble. July 12th — ^Abscess burst into some of the large bronchi and evacuated 
by expectoration more than a quart of vile, fetid, unhealthy pus, which had 
evidently been manufactured from gangrenous tissue. At this jimcture a vio- 
lent and harassing cough commenced, which prevented sleep at night, with 
copious expectoration. She had several attacks of profuse expectoration, 
when it was evident a new abscess had opened. On the 12th I prescribed Fir- 
wein and Cod Liver Oil aa | viij. M, 8,^ desert spoonful 4 times a day, and no 
other medication except 1-6 grain morphine at bedtime to insure rest. On the 
i8th had severe hemorrhage from the lungs which thoroughly prostrared her. 
Continued the Firwein and Oil and prescribed Fl. Ext. Ergot (Tilden's For- 
mula, 1874), 80 drops every 8 houre^ which I followed for three or four 
days. Hemorrhage not returning, discontinued the Ergot. Followed the 
other prescription till the 15th of September, when the patient was dis- 
charged, cured. There is still a little dullness in the base of the lung, but no 
cough and no expectoration. In every other regard health more perfect than 
it has been for years, and much less frequently recurring fits. Am of the 
opinion that aside from the general tonic and invigorating effect of the pre- 
scription, it has some specific controlling effect upon the Epilepsy. 

Extract from letter of J. B. Siloott, Esq., Snickersville, Loudon Co., Va., 
Sept. 6th, 1876. 

'* I have used the ^Firwein* purchased from you, and can say it is all that is. 
claimed for it." 
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VACCINATION, ITS DANGERS AND THEIR PRE- 
VENTION. 

A very noteworthy contribution to the literature of vaccination 
appears in the Allgemeine Medicinische Central Zeitungy No. 30, 
1876, in the shape of ^ review of an article by Dr. Ebertz on the 
question, Can vaccination produce diseases ? 

The facts are, that in June last a physician in a German village 
vaccinated twenty-three children. Within two weeks six of them 
were seized with (edematous swellings, erysipelatous inflammation, 
and icterus. One died; the remainder, after a tedious convales- 
cence, recovered. 

The medical authorities made a most careful post mortem in the 
fatal case. Their conclusion was that the death was due to septic 
infection conveyed in the virus employed to vaccinate the child. 

As a mild form of diphtheria had prevailed not long before, and 
as a few light cases of erysipelas were in the village, some impuri- 
ty of the air was supposed present, and the recommendation is made 
that for a considerable time after the disappearance of these affec- 
tions (and of course during their presence) children should not be 
vaccinated. 

But the most striking suggestion which is made is that the ^:>//d- 

23 
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lie Bale of vaccine virus shall be prohibited by law. The reason for 
this is, that virus obtained in this manner may cany serious and 
even fatal infectious disease; not syphilis only, as has been hereto- 
fore supposed, but contagium {JPihorganismen) of various blood 
diseases. 

It would not take many such examples to confirm the prejudice 
which already exists too generally in the popular mind against vac- 
cinating at all; and this would bring disastrous results to public 
health. This should therefore be most sedulously guarded against. 
But the plan proposed would not work in this country, and its ex- 
pediency anywhere is questionable. 

The real alternative is to use bovine virus only, that which has 
never passed through the human subject, and which is derived from 
healthy heifers, on whom the genuine vaccine disease has been pro- 
duced. Ko instance is on record of this virus producing similar or 
any injury to the human subject. Its protecting power is fully as 
efficient; many careful observers believe decidedly more so. 

There are but two objections to it which have any weight. One 
of these is, that the symptoms following its use are more severe 
than those from humanized virus. This is generally true; but so 
far from an objection, it is the reverse. This profounder impres- 
sion on the economy is in direct proportion to its efficiency as a 
safeguard; it proves the native powers of the virus are greater than 
when transmitted through a number of arms. Moreover, the sever- 
ity of the symptoms has often been exaggerated, as we can testify 
from abundant experience. 

The second objection is, that bovine virus fails more frequently; 
that it loses its power soon, and is not so reliable. 

This depends a good deal on its mode of application. The lymph 
dried on the outer surface of quills or ivory points is the most de- 
sirable form in which to use it. Bnt we are ashamed to say the 
ignorance of the profession on the method of using these is so 
great that it is the general cause of the failures. As the pure 
lymph is very nearly transparent, it is not very conspicuous when 
dried, and the tyro sometimes overlooks it altogether. He may 
look for it inside the quill or at its wrong end ! 

The quill or point should be immersed in water about a minute, 
then rubbed briskly on the surface of the arm, which should have 
been previously scarified in the usual manner. Numerous super- 
ficial cross incisions we prefer. When the spot is thoroughly dry, 
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the sleeve can be replaced. If this is properly done, failures are 
very rare. 

To suppose that the bovine virus will not keep, is a great mis- 
take. We know many instances of quills charged last August 
which produced typical vesicles in December. A letter before us, 
from Dr. Walter Lindley, of Los Angeles, California,' is so much 
in point on this subject that we give an extract from it: — 

Los Angeles, May 23d, 1876. 
Ed. Med. and Surg. Reporter: — 

Last November I received through your office, several quills of 
bovine virus, from the Pennsylvania vaccine farm. They gave per- 
fect satisfaction. At the time, there was one more than I had any 
use for, so I put it in an air-tight bottle in a tolerably cool place; 
but not needing it until I supposed it was worthless, I supplied 
myself from other sources. On the 13th instant, a Spanish babe 
was brought to me for vaccination, but found me entirely out of 
virus. I happened to think of the old quill I had received from 
you six months before, and thought, as there was no small-pox in 
the country, I would use it as a placebo, and have the child brought 
back in a week, by which time I would supply myself with fresh 
matter. I introduced it in both arms. Yesterday — seven days af- 
ter the operation — ^the babe was brought to me with an elegant 
typical pock on each arm. 

When cases of the transmission of infectious diseases by vaccin- 
ation with humanized virus are annually reported in increasing 
numbers, it is no longer justifiable for physicians to use it, except 
when they cannot get that from the cow. The general public will 
soon learn to blame them most severely, and with justice, for this 
negligence. And when severe illness or death results from such 
negligence, the physician who is guilty of it will merit little sym* 
pathy from his professional brethren, and find not much mercy from 
the jury when they come to cast him in damages for this careless- 
ness about the welfare of his patrons. 

In conclusion, we recommend all who use the bovine virus to 
shun the lymph tubes, and the crusts, and to employ only the quills 
and ivory points. These are far surer, neater and more permanent 
than any other forms. These are supplanting all other forms of 
bovine virus. We see it stated that m Brussels vaccination from 
the calf is largely practised by the Belgium State Institute, man. 
aged by Dr. Warlomont. So successful is this method of vaccin- 
ation found to be in Belgium that Dr. Warlomont, in a pamphlet. 
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informs us that, although the State Vaccinal Institute has been at 
work only some five years, out of 2000 medical practitioners in 
Belgium, about 1000 make use of animal vaccine points and quills 
sent by him. 

In this country the number is increasing, and the only drawback 
has been a lack of knowledge how to chose and how to use the 
lymph. If physicians will use the quills or points as above direc- 
ted, they will be fully satisfied with the results. — Med, and Surg, 
Reporter. 
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PUERPERAL FEVER AND SEPTICEMIA. 

Dr. Geo. Hunter read before the Medico. Chirugioal Society of 
Edinburgh (British Med. Journal, September, 23, 1876) a" paper on 
Puerperal Fever and Septicaemia, their relations and probable 
identity, with cases. He first alluded to the difficulty felt by the 
practitioner in publishing cases of puerperal fever; and then de- 
scribed some cases in his ordinary practice which preceded the 
puerperal ones. Two were in the same house; the husband had 
diffuse cellulitis of the arm after a puncture which nearly proved 
fatal, and his wife had a very bad attack of erysipelas. Other 
cases of erysipelas had large abscesses and great fetor, and one 
especially required very constant dressing and care by Dr. Hunter's 
own hands. The puerperal-fever cases were six in number, of 
which four died and two recovered. These cases were coincident 
with some most curious and serious results on the health of their 
nurses and families. JE ^., the mother of one, who nursed her, 
had axillary abscess of a most severe type, with great prostration. 
Her sister, who succeeded her mother as nurse, had a most danger- 
ous mflammation of finger, hand, and arm. The servant-girl, who 
washed the linen, had fever and sore-throat, and the husband a 
slighter form of the same in his tonsils. Another case similarly 
affected her mother, husband, three sisters-in-law, who all acted as 
nurse successively, and husband of one of the latter. Dr. Hunter, 
by an exhaustive process of reasoning, traced out the chain of 
phenomena, and ascribed the commencement of the whole to the 
thoroughly septic condition of his own hands after the bad cases 
of erysipelas and abscess first alluded to. He described the ex- 
treme precautions he took as to cleanliness, and their good effect 
when once undertaken. 



Puerperal Fever aiid Septicce)iiia, 841 

Dr. Simpson thought the society, and indeed the whole profes- 
sion, were indebted to Dr. Hunter for his paper. It certainly re- 
quired a great deal of courage to bring forward the series of 
disastrous cases so admirably detailed. The question now was, 
were we to retain the term puerperal fever ? In the discussion 
previous to Dr. Hunter's paper there was a variety of fevers in 
women, all puerperal, because they occurred in the puerperal 
state. Thus, when typhoid fever or small-pox laid hold of a puer- 
peral woman, there was danger of death, because she had never 
had them before. In one case of a lady, who had been sedulously 
guarded from infantile diseases, an attack of measles in her 
thirteenth confinement proved fatal in a few days. Now, were we 
to look on puerperal fever as identical with erysipelas ? Sometimes 
the erysipelatous poison coming into contact with the vaginal or 
other canals caused symptoms similar to those arising after a 
surgical operation. Then there was the group of cases so well 
brought forward by Dr. Hunter, where the surgeon got inpreg- 
nated with a poison which would give a surgical patient a fever 
with local manifestations from the introduction of poisons into a 
wound. This, as taught by the late Sir James Simpson, should 
be held as puerperal fever when the patient was a puerperal woman. 
There were two things, however, required from Dr. Hunter; viz., 
post-mortem examinations of the women who had died, and also 
of the fatal surgical case. This would, no doubt, have shown 
lymphatic inflammation, phlebitis, throm'bosis, and metastatic in- 
flammation. He had collected for his late uncle, in the dissecting- 
rooms at Vienna, the results of post-mortem examination, of pa- 
tients dying after puerperal fever and after surgical operations. 
The results in both classes of cases were the same, especially 
where the surgical operation had been on the abdomen. The great 
danger in a puerperal patient lay in her condition. It would have 
been interesting to know the health of the puerperal woman in the 
district at the time of Dr. Hunter's fatal cases, as it would have 
added to the value of his paper. He had undoubtedly carried a 
a mprbific agent; and it was, therefore, important to watch the 
kind of source from which such an agent might arise. Dr. 
Hunter had done so in his cases, but it might come from less strik- 
ing sources. Thus, in a case of his own it was traced to the sore 
thumb of the nurse ; and in a second instance it was also traced to 
the nurse, who had been dressing an old ulcer. Then, again, the 
obstetrician might get the poison from the fetid lochial discharge 
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of a patient already confined, although it was doing the woman 
herself no harm. He felt much interested in Dr. Hunter's cases, 
and felt sure they all owed him thanks for it. — JExt. from Monthly 
Abstract of Medical Science. 
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THE MANAGEMENT OF ALBUMINURIA. 

In an article in the London Medical Times and Gazette^ Dr. W. 
H. Dickinson, of London, writes: 

^^ To give rest, as far as may be, to an inflamed structure, is an 
old and sound maxim; and it is not less obvious, in regard to the 
system at large, that if a great channel of exit be obstructed, the 
materials which therefore tend to accumulate should be sparingly 
introduced. The diet with albuminuria, save with that of lard- 
aceous origin, in which the secreting power is until late little m- 
terf ered with, while an exhausting charge may have to be obviated, 
should be below the custom of health in its nitrogenous compo- 
nents. It may abound in milk and farinaceous matter, while fish 
may often take the place of flesh. The increase of albumen in 
the urine, upon a too early resort to meat diet, is a common ex- 
perience. With regard to liquids, it cannot be too strongly insisted 
upon that the functional strain upon the kidney is not to be 
measured by the quantity of water wliich filters through it, but 
by the quantity of refuse, mainly nitrogenous, which it has to 
convert and eliminate. Water, which probably transudes almost 
as through dead membranes, probably makes little demand upon 
the real secretive function. The worst kidneys, indeed those most 
hopelessly incapable of their especial work, will often discharge 
most of it; and it is easy to see that its passage, not to be regarded 
as the result of glandular effort, is salutary, both in the dilution 
of scanty and irritating urine, and also in washing out the solid 
products which, under the inflammatory process, collect mis- 
chievously in the tubes. A further use is to be discerned in this 
law. The solids of the urine vary with its water. With given 
kidneys the solid excreta wax and wane with the bulk of the 
urine. Any means therefore — mere aqueous filtration as safely as 
any — which increase this will also magnify the components of the 
secretions which are essential to life. Wide tubal nephritis, there- 
fore, and scanty urine, an aqueous dietary, even with the addition 
of distilled water, or the element in some slightly sophisticated 
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shape, will prove in every sense beneficial. In many, perhaps in 
most, cases of nephritis of tubal origin these remedies of patri- 
archal simplicity, *^ spare diet and spring water clear," are all that 
are needed to guide the disorder to its, natural cure. To this surest 
and safest of diuretics others mttst often be added, both to lessen 
dropsy and to avert the dangers of urssmia. The old rule is that, 
in recent cases, digitalis should be used; it seldom fails to increase 
the flow of urine, but I am not sure that it does not sometimes do 
so with some exasperation of the inflammatory action. The bi- 
tartrate and acetate of potash, which have a purgative as well as 
a diuretic action, niay probably be safely restored to; and in 
chronic cases as much as may be done harmlessly by diuretics may 
be accomplished by means of scoparium, nitre, and juniper. Can- 
tharides and the more irritating agents of this class are generally 
distinctly injurious. Perhaps, next to a regulation of the diet, 
it is most inportant to secure a daily and somewhat loose action 
of the bowels. Purgatives lessen the vascular tension, which, in 
both acute and chronic cases, is a measure of their danger; and 
while it is not advisable too largely to divert the urinary fluids by 
severe catharsis, increased hardness of the pulse, and other more 
obvious aggravations of the general state, seldom fail to ensue 
upon constipation. When cerebral uraemia is threatening, hard 
purging by elaterium, or otherwise is essential. As a habitual 
laxative, a drug less used than it deserves to be — sulphate of 
potash — ^given two or three times a day in doses of from ten to 
twenty grains, is sometimes invaluable. It may be aided, if neces- 
sary, by Epsom salts or cream of tartar. 
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PHOSPHORUS IN PHYSIOLOGY AND MEDICINE. 
Phosphorus is an element which is found in all the solids and 
fluids of the body. Physiologically considered, it is hardly second 
in importance to water, for, like that substance, as Professor Flint 
remarks, "it is incorporated, particle to particle, with the organic 
substance characteristic of the tissue, and is one of the essential 
elements of composition." It is absolutely necessary to the pro- 
per form, consistence, and functions of the organized structures 
into which it enters. It must not only be there, but it must be 
there in certain quantities, that is, the quantity must not vary 
beyond certain limits. In the bones, for instance, into whose 



344 Journcd of Materia Medica. 

structure, in the form of phosphate of lime, it enters far more 
largely than into any other parts of the body, it must be present 
in suitable proportion to give them the proper rigidity without 
rendering them brittle. If, as in rachitis, the quantity is greatly 
diminished, the bones are unable to sustain the weight of the body, 
and become disordered. On the other hand, when the quantity 
exceeds the normal proportion, as in old age, the bones become so 
brittle that they are easily broken. 

In the nervous system, where phosphorus is found in much 
smaller proportions, it is of even greater importance as an element. 
The German dictum, " Without phosphorus no thought," is ac- 
cepted as an axiom by all the authorities. 

The therapeutiqal value of phosphorus in cerebral disorders is a 
natural inference from its physiological relations, and on this point 
also the authorities are all agreed. To quote the most recent 
writers on materia medica, Professor Bartholow (to whose work 
on the subject, just published, we have elsewhere referred), phos- 
phorus ^^ is indicated in pathological states dependent on anaemia, 
and contra-indicated in vascular congestion and excitement." He 
goes on to speak of the remarkable benefit derived from its use in 
^^ cases of wakefulness dependent on cerebral ansBmia and exhaus- 
tion;" in early decay of the mental powers^ associated with im- 
paired nutrition of the brain; m paralysis, in which M. Delpech 
" has obtained excellent results from its use;" in neuralgiayin 
which Radcliffe, Broadbent, and others "rfport cures in some 
obstinate cases;" and in *^ nervous breaking down from overwork." 
According to Dujardin-Beaumetz, ^^ phosphorus is useful in that 
very protracted and troublesome disease, progressive locomotor 
ataxia," and it *'has lately been employed as a substitute for 
arsenic in the skin diseases for which the latter is used, notably, 
acne, psoriasis, and lupus." Professor Bartholow states that he 
*'has seen excellent results from the use of the compound syrup 
of the hypophosphites in acne indurata,^^ 

In all that large class of diseases characterized by nialnutritiony 
as rickets, softening of the bones, delayed union of fractures, 
early decay of teeth in children, caries and necrosis of bone, and 
the like, phosphorus is especially useful, as might be expected 
from the part it plays in the growth and repair of the osseous 
structures. Its value in phthisis is also generally recognized, 
though the doctors disagree as to the mode of its action. The 
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hypophosphites especially have long been employed with excellent 
results in this disease. The theory for their administration rests 
upon these three foundations: 

(1.) That phosphorus is an essential element of the animal 
economy. 

(2.) That its undue waste by excretion or otherwise is a cause 
of disease. 

(3.) That the natural remedy is phosphorus in an oxidizable 
and assimilable form. 

In case of incipient phthisis a combination or simultaneous ad- 
ministration of the hypophosphites and cod-liver oil is recom- 
mended, the idea being that the association of the oil, so rich in 
flesh-forming nutrient principles, with the phosphoric element of 
the salts to support and invigorate in conjunction the brain and 
nervous centers, would furnish an agent capable in some measure 
of preventing waste of tissue and arresting the disease, and thus 
accomplish as curative agents what neither can accomplish separ- 
ately administered. — EcUc, Med, Jour, 
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SAYRE'S ORTHOPEDIC SURO-ERY. 

Dr. James S. Green, of New Jersey, in the New York Medical 
Journal for September, gives the following excellent reaumi of the 
advances made by Dr. Say re in orthopedic surgery: 

" While yet a young man, and clinical assistant to the chair of 
surgery of his alma mater^ Dr. Sayre conceived it eminently 
proper to anticipate what Nature would herself in time do with a 
suppurating ankle-joint, and freely incised it. From the moment 
that he dared to invade the sacred precincts of a synovial mem- 
brane with his sacrilegious knife he became a reformer — nay, a 
revolutionist — in orthopedic surgery, and was even regarded by 
some of his elder brethern as a * freebooter and an outlaw.' We 
trace his progress in his favorite branch of surgery by the develop- 
ment of the following principles and facts, and with them the 
production of the necessary mechanical appliances. Prof. Sayre 
has demonstrated as surgical truths — 

" 1. That it is eminently proper freely to incise joints in suppur- 
ative synovitis, and to give them free drainage until all broken- 
down tissue is removed. 

" 2. That when the inflamiration of a joint has not progressed 
to the destruction of any part of the organ, extension and counter- 
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extension should be so applied as to keep the inflamed surfaces 
apart, while the patient also is allowed the use of the limb and 
exercise in the open air. 

• ^^ 3. That diseases of the joints are, as a rule, of traumatic and 
not of scrofulous origin. 

" 4. That reflex contraction, produced by pressure upon a con- 
tracted tendon put upon the stretch, determines the question and 
place of tenotomy. 

^^5. That club-foot should be treated and molded into shape at 
birth. 

"6. That club-foot arising from paralysis should not be con- 
founded with that form occasionally due to primary spasmodic 
contraction. 

^* 7. That congenital phimosis and adherent prepuce is a most 
fruitful source of paralysis, hypresBsthesia, and chorsaic spasm; 
and that circumcision almost instantaneously relieves the symp- 
toms. 

" 8. The perfect practicability of exsection of the head of the 
femur, even in the most advanced and emaciated cases of morbus 
coxarius, provided all the diseased bone is removed, the pyogenic 
membrane scraped from the sinuses, and the limb placed in such a 
dressing as shall insure rest and drainage to the wound, and allow 
the patient to be carried into the fresh air. 

" This operation was first successfully performed in this country 
by Prof. Sayre in March, 1854, since which time he has performed 
it in sixty-three instances. Fifty-four of these cases recovered, or 
nearly ninety per cent. 

" 9. Excision of a segment of bone above the trochanter minor 
for bony anchylosis of the hip-joint. This operation, originally 
performed by Dr. Rhea Barton, was done in a modified form by 
Dr. Sayer twice in 1862, with perfect success. 

" 10 In Pott's disease the extension and straighteninsr of the 
curved spine by the weight of the patient's lower extremities, and 
the application of a plaster-of-paris jacket, mark, as has been 
justly sg-id by one of the oldest and most eminent surgeons of 
New York, * an era ' in the surgery of the United States. 

" Too much can not be said of the value and relief afforded by 
this simple appliance, which has done more in six months to re- 
move an opprobrium in surgery than all the screw-bands and pads 
of the last fifty years. 
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^^11. The division of the latissimua dorsi muscle in rotatory 
lateral ouryatnre of the spine, recently recommended and success- 
full practiced by Dr. Sayer, is but a reiteration of the same prin- 
ciple established by him long since as a rule for tenotomy in club- 
foot." 
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Manafi:ement of the Beddlnfi: in Sleeping-cars. 

A writer in the Sanitary Journal, of Toronto, calls public ab- 
tention to a source' of danger existing in the sleeping- arrange- 
ments of certain railway carriages. The beds in each section are 
opened out at night, after having been tightly closed for a period 
of twelve or fourteen hours. " Into these beds," says the author, 
"a stranger enters, probably partially recovered from some in- 
fectious disease, such as small-pox, scarlet fever, etc. He makes 
his exit, and at once these beds are closed and fastened down 
carefully again until the following night, when the same process 
of bed-making is observed, with a change of sheeting, as the case 
may be." The remedy suggested by the author does not appear 
to be sufficient. It consists simply of perforations in the bed- 
casings, with openings outward, so as not to communicate with 
the interior of the coach; but if by this plan the germs of con- 
tagious disease are not destroyed, the bedding at least will be aired 
to some extent, and this will be no slight advantage. — Popular 
Science Monthly, 



The Relative Values of Cinchonidia and Quinia. 

In our July number we had occasion to mention that the Med- 
ical Board of Bellevue Hospital, New York, had caused experi- 
ments to be instituted as to the relative merits of quiuia and 
cinchonidia sulphates. The latter salt was used, almost exclu- 
sively, for over a month in that institution. At the last meeting 
of the Board, the various members on duty reported their expe- 
riences, and they seemed to be in the main tolerably agreeing with 
one another. The surgical members of the Board declare cin- 
chonidia to be a valuable tonic and an anti-febrile remedy, but 
find it to be totally inadmissible in severe surgical injuries, espec- 
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ially to the genito-urinary system, and in cases of shock, where it 
is apt to produce emesis, and in consequence thereof, or rather in 
connection therewith, severe congestive symptoms. In such cases 
cinchonidia had to be entirely abandoned, and quinia had to be 
restored to. In purely medical affections, however, as in inter- 
. mittents of all stages, pneumonia, etc., it was found to act with 
great promptness, although not quite so rapidly as quinia, and re- 
quiring a somewhat larger dose. Whenever the tonic effects of 
cinchona are desired to be produced, cinchonidia can with perfect 
reliability be substituted for quinia, and the attention of physicians 
is especially directed to this fact, as it enables them to administer 
to patients in indigent circumstances a prompt and effective reme- 
dy at a considerably reduced expense. Hospitals and dispensaries, 
supported by public or private charity, will also do well to instruct 
their prescribing staffs to properly discriminate between cases 
which may be benefited by the dearer or the cheaper alkaloid. It 
will make a considerable difference in their annual expenditure. — 
I^ew Memedies, 



Ranula. 

Ranula is admitted by all surgeons to be a most troublesome 
and in many cases a most intractable affiection. It it sometimes 
so little amenable tc treatment that some surgeons, and among 
them the celebrated Dupuytren, contrived different means by 
which to keep open a fistulous oHfice in the tumor, in order to 
empty the contents of the latter in the mouth. Jobert d^ Lam- 
balle endeavored to effect the same object by inverting a portion 
of the internal surface of the runula, and uniting it by a suture 
with the mucous membrane surrounding the orifice. M. Panas, of 
the Lariboisi^re Hospital, findmg these methods of treatment un- 
satisfactory, and after having given a fair trial to the different 
remedies in vogue for the cure of this affection with equal unsuc- 
cess, has lately resorted to the practice of injecting these tumors 
with a solution (one to ten parts) of the chloride of zinc, the re- 
sults of which are most encouraging. M, Panas injects into the 
tumor from three or four to eight or ten drops of this solution, 
which also varies in strength according to the age of the patient; 
and this he does with a Pravaz's syringe without previously empty- 
ing the tumor. But it is not only to ranulse that M. Panas applies 
this treatment; he has found it successful in other tumors of the 
mouth, and thinks it may be advantageously employed in all oases 
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of mucoas or serous cysts in whatever part of the body they may 
occur. — British Med, Jour. 



Treatment of Albuminuria. 

. Dr. Hall, after the clinical use of various forms of medication 
in albuminuria, sums up his experience and theory for treatment 
in the following words: "Dr. Son they attributes the success of 
the employment of the tartrate of potash in Bright's disease to 

the abundant diuresis of alkaline I am speculative enough 

myself to imagine that an alkaline fluid, passing through the urine 
tubes, has some similar action to that of weak soda or potash solu- 
tions upon sections of dead kidney-tissue under the microscope. I 
mean that fat granules are saponified, cells are rendered more 
translucent, the interstitial tissues become looser, and the circula- 
tion is thus facilitated As a general rule, far too little at- 
tention is paid by the medical attendant to the diet of the pa- 
tient; that is to say, the directions given are vague in the ex- 
treme; but in acute albuminuria, as in typhoid fever, any indiscre- 
tion in the food may be visited with the most severe 'punishment; 
an attack of convulsions may be caused by excess, just as I have 
seen perforation result from taking solid food too early in typhoid 
fever. I would sum up the treatment of acute Bright's disease in 
the following words: 

" 1. Milk and water with arrowroot; no solid food. 

" 2. Mild diuretics, such as the citrate of bitartrate of potash, 
with a free supply of water. 

" 3. The skin to be kept just moist. 

" 4. A daily evacuation of the bowels." — Boston Journal, 

The Prevention of Masturbation. 

This injurious habit is often most difficult to break. Dr. Tel- 
lowlees, of Glasgow, speaks of a mode he had tried in a dozen 
cases, and so far as it had gone he was very much satisfied with 
the results. The oldest case was eighteen days. The suggestion was 
founded upon the anatomical fact that the prepuce was anatomi- 
cally necessary for the erection of the penis. Its anatomical use 
was to give a cover for the increased size of the organ. If you 
prevented the prepuce going to that use, you would make erection 
BO painful that it would be practically impossible, and emission 
therefore extremely unlikely. What he had done was to deal 
with the prepuce at the very root of the glans, to pierce it with 
an ordinary silver needle, the ends of which he tied together. He 
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had the case of a lad who was b6 extremely addicted to mastur- 
bation that his mother begged him to do what he could to prevent 
it. He used the apparatus first in the case of this boy, with most 
excellent results. He had been masturbating night and day, and 
he was now so well that he was working as a carpenter. Dr. Yel^ 
lowlees said further that he had eleven more more patients all 
going about with wires in their penises. There was only one case 
where he had to take it off, the wire causing a good deal of 
irritation. — Med. and Surg. Reporter. 



How to make Raw Meat Palatable. 

There is no doubt of the value of raw meat in the treatment of 
many diseases, but some patients strongly object to its peculiar 
flavor. A method of making the meat palatable will be hailed 
with pleasure. The recipe is copied by the Southern Medical 
Record from the Industrie Blatter^ and is as follows: Raw meat, 
8.7 ounces; shelled sweet almonds, 2.6 ounces; white sugar,2.8 
ounces; shelled bitter almonds, 1.7 ounces. These substances are 
to be beaten together in a marble mortar to a uniform pulp, and 
the fibres to be separated by a strainer. The pulp, which has a 
rosy hue and a very agreeable taste, may be kept for a considerable 
time in a dry, cool place. Yolk of egg may be added to it. An 
emulsion may be prepared from it, which may be rendered still 
more nutritious by the addition of milk. Lailler recommends 
dried raw meat, 3.5 ounces; sugar, 1.4 ounces; wine, 7 ounces; 
tincture of cinnamon, 1 ounce. — Medical Times. 



A Drop l8 not a Drop. 

Evdiy prescriber knows that a drop is a very indefinite quantity, 
the size depending on the qualities of the liquid and on the outlines 
of the surface from which it falls. But few persons fully appre- 
ciate the extent of this uncertainity. It is impossible to frame a 
rule founded on the viscidity or specific gravity of the liquid, or 
the size and form of the bottle, or any other basis. A table given 
in Dunglison's " Ready Reference List," the result of experiments 
by the most distinguished pharmacists m Philadelphia, shows that 
whilst the minim measure yields smaller drops in general than' an 
ordinary bottle, yet the very reverse is frequently observed. 
Water gives 64 drops to the dram from a common bottle, and only 
46 from the minim measure, being the largest drop in the table 
except dilute nitric acid, which has but 44. Chiorbform, which 
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we believe has the smallest drop of all liquids, is set down at 180 
to a dram from a common bottle and 276 from the measure. Ace- 
tum opii has 69 drops from the measure and 90 from a bottle, and 
the common tincture of opium 106 and 147 respectively. On the 
other hand, glycerin has 85 drops from the measure and only 55 
from the bottle, and spirit of niter 148 to 90. The essential oils 
vary but little, giving about 100 drops, and the tinctures give 
about 120 drops from the bottle with a drop somewhat larger 
from the measure. Tbe practical lesson deducible from these 
premises is, that if a physician would give the sixtieth part of 
a dram— equivalent to one drop of water— of aromatic sulphuric 
acid or of spirits of nitre, for instance, he must prescribe from 2 
to 3 drops, and the same of tincture of opium and a number of 
other important remedies. In view of the uncertainties above 
pointed out, is it not time that the drop were abolished from med- 
ical prescriptions and the minim universally adopted? — Pacific 
Med. and Surg. Jour. 

Accidental Arsenical Poisoning. 

A case which has lately been reported from Paris shows a fresh 
danger from accidental arsenica] poisoning. A rich lady, residing 
in the Faubourg St. Honore, found herself growing very ill, and 
her doctor pronounced her to be suffering from the effects of some 
slow poison. The idea was rejected as absurd, but on rising one 
morning the lady found a glass of water, which was usually placed 
by her bedside, to be discolored by a white filmy powder. On 
showing this to the doctor he at once pronounced it to be arsenic. 
All inquiries failed to fix suspicion upon any one, and the next 
night the lady filled the glass herself, and kept careful watch that 
no one tampered with it. Nevertheless, in the morning the white 
powder again made its appearance, and the doctor was fairly at 
his wits' end to find the cause. Finally, he discovered that his 
patient was in the habit of reading in bed, and for that reason 
candles were kept burning all night long in her room. These 
candles, of a dazzling whiteness, had been strongly impregnated, 
with arsenic during their bleaching process, and the arsenic be- 
coming volatilized by the combustion thus poisoned the air of the 
bed-chamber. — Med. Times and Gdz. 



Poisoninin: by Morphia. 

On Wednsday, the 12th, at 1 p. m., I was called to see a child 
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six weeks old, that had been given by mistake, at ten in the morn- 
ing, a half grain of sulphate of morphia. 

I found every evidence of opium poisoning: stertorous breath- 
ing, pupils contracted, a slow, laboring pulse, dark color of the 
countenance, and an almost total insensibility to external impres- 
sions. 

Being too late to accomplish anything by evacuating the stomach, 
I ordered the nurse to arouse the child as much as possible, apply 
mustard cataplasms to its spine and feet, and to administer large 
doses of atropia internally. At 6 p. m. the condition of the chiM 
had not apparently changed. 

On seeing it again at midnight, its condition had greatly im- 
proved, breathing had become quiet and regular, pupils had dilated, 
and the child had become more sensible to external impressions. 
At 2 in the mornirg it began to cry, and took its milk quite freely. 
Although it slept nearly all the next day, it was finally fully 
aroused, and has suffered no apparent bad effects since from the 
overdose. I feel confident the atropia did much toward counter- 
acting the effects of the opium. — Phila. Med, Times. 

Curious Incompatibiiity. 

Chlorate of potassium and iodide of potassium are both entirely 
harmless in suitable doses. Furthermore, these two salts do not 
react upon each other in solution, even at a boiling heat. Yet it 
has been proved that when they are administered together, they 
do combine in the stomach, producing iodate of potassium, which 
is poisonous. M. Melsens found that dogs could take the chlorate 
or iodide in doses from five to seven grammes with impunity, but 
that a mixture of the two killed them in a few days, with the 
symptoms of poisoning by iodate of potassium. This combination 
must therefore be avoided. Indeed, as a general rule, the chlorate 
is so unstable, and so ready to give up its 'oxygen, that it can not 
safely be combined with any substance capable of oxidation. — 
Am, Jour, of Pharm, 

Air as an Anaesthetic 
De. p. D. Keyser. {Phil Med. Times^ July 22, 1876.) 
K. speaks very highly of air as an anaesthetic in small minor 
operations. He says: It is to my mind one of the simplest, and 
and at the same time one of the most beneficial agents in small 
operations about the eye that have been presented to the profes- 



Monthly Summary. 353 

sion; its application being very easy, requiring no recumbent 
position on the part of the patient, calling for no apparatus for 
its administration, and being perfectly free from any of the disa- 
greeable effects of ether or chloroform. 

To produce the proper effect the patient must open his mouth, 
breathe freely, quickly and deeply, and after a few seconds or 
minutes of such steady, continous breathing, the symptoms of 
partial ansBsthesia supervene, as is evidenced by the absence of 
feeling on pinching or pricking with a pin. The anaasthetic effect 
passes almost immediately away, and the patient feels no paiii in 
the operation if done dexterously and without hesitation. 

Any one interested in the subject I would refer to an article by 
Dr. Bonwell, on "Air as an Ansesthetic," in the Pennsylvania 
Journal of Dental Science. 

Subnitrate of Bismuth in the Intestinal Hemorrhafi:es of Ty- 
phoid Fever. 

In the intestinal hemorrhages which supervene in the course of 
typhoid fever, Dr. Martineau {Lyon Medical, August 6, 1876, 
from Gazette des Sopitaux) reoomniends, on account of its perfect 
harmlessness, subnitrate of bismuth. He administers this remedy 
every half hou», until the cessation of the hemorrhage, in powders 
containing one gramme (fifteen grains). This method is derived 
from the practice of Monneret, who, considering that bismuth 
acted specially as a mechanical agent, so to speak, covering the 
inflamed and ulcerated mucous surfaces, always employed it in 
preference to giving half doses. In five patients whom Dr. Mar- 
tineau has thus treated the result has been well and rapidly at- 
tained. 



On the Employment of the Nitrite of Amyl in Epilepsy- 

At the conclusion of an article on the use of nitrite of amyl 
{Gazette Medicale de Paria^ Agust 12, 1876) Dr. Boumeville, of 
Paris, observes that this substance not only produces important 
modifications in the circulation, but also probably in the compo- 
sition of the blood. The lowering of the temperature is produced 
in the lower animals as well as in man by the nitrite. The end of 
the epileptic attack is announced, in cases where the nitrite has 
been inhaled, by movements of deglutition and by nausea and vom- 
iting, and it is stated that an attack can not be considered as hav- 
ing really passed away unless efforts at vomiting itself have been 

24 
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caused by the inhalation. Generally speaking, when the inhalation 
has been properly performed, the patients when once restored did 
not suffer from a return of their attacks on the same day. Some 
of the observations showed that tolerance was easily established so 
that the dose required to be increased at each inhalation. Dr. 
Boumeville has no doubt that the nitrite produces a well-marked 
effect in attacks of epilepsy; but he is not sure that it exercises any 
influence on the progress of the convulsive symptoms, that being a 
question for the solution of which new facts are required. One of 
the cases described, however, remained ei^ht weeks without any 
attacks, and another presented no fresh attacks for four months 
after the inhalations had been prescribed. ^ 

An Iron Renal Calculus. 

M. Laborde presented to the Soci6t6 de Biologic a renal calculus, 
which chemical examination showed to contain 65 per cent, of 
peroxide of iron. Extraordinary as the fact may seem, of its 
authenticity there can be no doubt, for the calculus was passed by 
a confrere while taking a bath on account of intense nephritic colic. 
He was able to trace the migration of the calculus, which during 
an abundant hsBmaturia he received in his hand. — Med. TimAs and 
Gazette. * 



A Substitute for the Cold Bath in the Treatment of Fevers. 

Despite the great success of the treatment of typhoid and other 
feveirs by the cold bath, the possibility of a dangerous nervous 
shock during its employment, and the difficulty of obtaining the 
necessary assistants, have hitherto prevented its general adoption 
in private practice, Dr. Dubois of California now proposes as a 
substitute for the bath, the running water-bed, which is based on 
the theory that swiftly running water, or rapidly moving air at 
the temperature of the body in health will more safely remove 
excess of heat than still water at a temperature from 20° to 30° 
below it. A wire-woven mattress is fitted on a three quarter camp 
bedstead, and underneath it, at a distance of a few inches, is hung 
a shallow tank of rubber, the bottom of which is interrupted in 
such a way that water let in by a tube at the head of the bed will 
be forced to zigzag down to the foot, where it will be carried off 
by another tube. The tank is covered by two closely fitting 
covers pierced with holes, so that by sliding one over the other, 
the holes can be closed to any desired extent. The whole arrange- 
ment, bedstead and all, can be taken apart and folded up into a 
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l>undle six or eight inches in diameter, by three orfonrfeetin 
length. The best ooveriag for the wire mattress is felt pierced 
with holes, or a thin hair or wool mattress. When this bed is not 
obtainable, a few iron tubes connected by rubber tubing, or even- 
a garden hose run up and down a few times under an ordinary 
bed, would answer an emergency. These could be connected at 
one end with a water tank, or faucet, and the waste water con- 
ducted to a convenient place from the other end. — Med^ Record. 

Tht Use of Aromatic Sulphuric Acid In Necrosis. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal^ for August I7th, 
contains the history of a case of necrosis of the alveolar process, 
that was cured by daily injection of aromatic sulphuric acid in the 
proportion of a drachm to the ounce of water, into tbe substance 
of the spongy swelling that surrounded the diseased bone. The 
teeth were very loose, and the case was one that apparently called 
for operation; but under the above treatment, combined with the 
use of tonics and an animal diet, the teeth gradually tightened, 
and in a year the cure was complete. 

Homicide bv Nei^lificence. 

In February last a workman in Algeria, wanting to get a pur- 
gative dose of rhubarb, went to a druggist, who gave him instead 
a large dose of hellebore. A few moments after taking the drug 
the patient felt very ill, and he died three hours afterwards. The 
autopsy showed the presence of the intestinal lesions that are ex- 
cited by hellebore. The druggist insisted that hellebore had been 
asked for. In consideration of the facts that he did not warn the 
purchaser of the dangerous character of the drug, and did not 
place on the packet the double label, red, orange, and black, which 
indicates that the contained substance is for external use, the court 
at Nimes confirmed a previous judgment, by which he was con- 
denmed to one month's imprisonment and a fine of 200 francs, for 
homicide by negligence. — Med. Record. 

Easy Method of Removing Adherent Mucus from the Os Uteri. 

Prof. Pajot recommends the following as the easiest method of 
removing the viscid, tenacious mucus, characteristic of certain 
forms of catarrh, from the uterine orifice. Dip a ball of charpie 
into the yolk of a fresh, raw Qgg^ apply it for a few seconds to 
the mucus, and then inject one or two syringefuls of water into 
the speculum, continuing meanwhile to apply the charpie gently 
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to the cervix. Now let the water flow out, and dry the cervix, 
when it will be found to be completely cleansed of all secretion.—* 
Med. Record. 



Some of the Causes of Goitre. 

At the seance of the Association Francaise pour Vavancement 
des ScienceSy on August 23 d, M, Nevit. of Clermont, read a paper 
on this subject, in which he held that medical writers have hitherto 
laid too much stress on geological influences in the pathogeny of 
endemic goitre. Magnesian rocks, with or without pyrites, are 
not by any means constantly found in countries where bronchocele 
is common. He thinks that, in the department of Puy de Dome, 
the great atmospheric currents coming from the mountains on the 
west have an appreciable influence in the etiology of this disease. 
These currents, however, are but one among many other causative 
influences. The use of magnesian waters, and living on magnesian 
soil, create a predisposition, perhaps; as do also bad nourishment, 
over crowding, excessive work in the glare of the sun and on land 
exposed to the west winds, and the ingestion of large quantities 
of cold water (a cause which has been recognized by many ob- 
servers). Goitre, beginning as an acute disease under these con- 
ditions, attacking for instance immigrants, who, with their families, 
had been previously free from it, may become chronic and consti- 
tutional, and susceptible of hereditary transmission; "and thus 
acute goitre becomes the nursery of epidemic goitre." Acute 
bronchocele has been said to consist in a rheumatic affection of the 
vaso-motor nervous system of the thyroid gland. Gazette Heh- 
dom.. de Med, et de Chir.^ September Ist. 



Venous Injections of Chloral. 

This perhaps dangerous practice has been recently employed by 
M. Linhart, a Surgeon in the Austrian navy. It was a case of 
dislocation of the right shoulder-joint. Reduction without an- 
aesthesia was found impossible; and as the patient had on two 
previous occasions been narcotized with chloroform, and suffered 
severely from the use of this substance, M. Linhart resolved to 
inject chloral into a vein.]]J|^This was done in the left arm with 
great caution, aud the solution was injected so that in fourteen 
minutes about one hundred and^ Ave grains of chloral were ab- 
sorbed. Complete anaesthesia, without any reflex movements, was 
thereupon obtained. Reduction ^was quite easy. The patient 
^lept for half an hour, and on being roused had some drink, and 
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fell again to sleep for several hoars. There was no Yonuting or 
any nausea. M. Linhart thinks the man might have been narco- 
tized with chloroform, bat that he woald have required a good 
deal of it, and that the effect which with the chloral lasted almost 
two days would with the chloroform have been more transient. — 
Ibid. 



Secondary Actions of Jaborandl. 

In an inaugural dissertation by £, Bardenhever, published at 
Bonn, the fact is mentioned that in addition to the now well- 
known properties of jaborandi it possesses several secondary ac- 
tions, amongst which may be mentioned an affection of the vision, 
myopia, haziness m the field of vision, and diplopia, and also dis- 
turbance of the functions of digestive system from the large 
amount of saliva swallowed (amounting in some instances to half 
a pound per hour). Jaboran<li also appears to act powerfully on 
the sympathetic system; the saliva, for example, resembling, on 
account of its high specific gravity, the so-called sympathetic 
saliva. — New Remedies, 



An Itemized Bill. 

N61aton was stopped in Paris to restore to their place several 
feet of the intestines of a wounded man. This man when well 
called for his bill. He was told that it was 500 francs. Being a 
merchant, he asked for an itemized bill. K61aton seized his pen 
and wrote as follows: ^^For restoring five feet of intestine at 
100 francs a foot — 500 francs." The merchant was satisfied, and 
paid the account. — Tfie Clinic. 

The Weight of New-born Children. 

Dr. E. Ingersley (tiondon Obstet. Jour., March, 1876), from an 
extended series of researches on the loss of weight in infants, 
reaches the following results: Every child looses weight during 
the first days of extra-urine life. An increase may occur on the 
first day if the meconium has escaped during birth, or if it has 
not been discharged before the first weighing, and the child has 
sucked in the meantime; but this increase is only transient, and 
the loss of weight shows itself at the second or third weighing* 
The loss corresponds to one fourteenth to one fifteenth of the 
body-weight, and is both absolutely and relatively greater in chil- 
dren of primiparsB. It was greater in boys than in girls, but was 
more rapidly compensated in them. With regard to the original 
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weight of the body, the loss is greater the less developed the 
child is, and in the same proportion the increase is more delayed ; 
premature children show a corresponding relation. The increase 
begins, as a rule, on the fourth day. As regards the conditions 
influencing the loss, no connection can be found between the de- 
tachment of the umbilical cord and the commencement of the in- 
crease; but the chief importance must be attached to the relation 
between the egesta and ingesta. About half the loss can be as- 
cribed to the meconium and urine. The remainder of the loss 
must be applied to a consumption of the child,s structure to sup- 
ply the forces needed to live. The child can not eat enough to 
compensate for this loss. The consumption of tissue and conse- 
' qnent loss of tissue are a physiological necessity. — Canada Jour. 

Method of Preventing the Discharaes from Passing between 
the Skin and Dressings. 

Dr. C Pennington, house-surgeon at Bellevue Hospital, New 
York, has successfully practiced the following method for obvia- 
ting a common cause of annoyance arising from the passage of the 
purulent discharge between the skin and dressing in cases where 
a compound fracture has been placed in a plaster-of-paris bandage 
or other immovable dressmg, and the requisite fenestra made. The 
method simply consists in causing a piece of oil-silk to ad- 
here to the skin beneath the wound, and by its aid conducting the 
discharge into any vessel placed to receive it. The oil-silk is se- 
cured by first brushing over the skin the ordinary collodion, and 
then applying the oil-silk, and finishing by applying another coat 
of collodion on the surface of the oil-silk. — Lancet. 



Gelsennlnum Poisoning. 

$. Carbonate ammonia, 1 drachm; water, 2 ounces. Mix. 
Dose — A teaspoonful every hour. Give also one-tenth grain sul- 
phate strychnia in an ounce of brandy, every two hours until four 
doses are taken, when it is to be discontinued. The am- 
monia, and brandy should be continued until the toxic effect of 
the gelseminum is subdued. 

Whisky administered hypodermically will also correct the toxic 

effects of an over-dose of gelseminum. — St. Louis JEclec. Medical 
Journal. 



Formula for Miaraine. 

M. Fort recommends the following: — Sulph. quin. gr. xv., pulv. 
bellad. gr. iv., ext. digital, gr. vijss., ext. valerian gr. xv., mel. q. 
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• 
s., ut f. pil. XX. Whatever may be the length of the interval 

which separates the paroxysms — whether a week, or a month, or 

more — the patient should take the twenty pills, commencing tour 

days before the expected recurrence of the paroxysm, when he 

will take one in the morning fasting, and one at bed-time; next 

day he takes three — two in the morning, and one at night; the 

day after that he takes six — three in the morning, and three at 

night; on the day before the paroxysm is expected he will take 

nine — four in the morning and five in the evening. If the expected 

paroxysm be not in this way prevented, it will, at all events, be 

mitigated, and the patient will recommence his course of pills four 

days before its expected successor. — Med, Tim^es arid Gazette, 

Cholera Morbus— Cramp Colic. 

^. Tinct. gelseminum, half a drachm; sulphate morphia, one- 
fourth of a grain. Mix, Siq. Give at once. If rejected, doable 
the quanty of both and give at a dose. This in nearly every in- 
stance brings the case completely under control. — Ibid, 

Enlarged Spleen. 

Hypodermic injections of ergot are strongly recommended for 
chronic enlargement of the spleen so common in malarial regions. 
— Ibid, 



Earth Closets. 

If all the refuse and wasteage trom city and country houses, 
hotels, i&c. , could be utilized somehow for fertilizing purposes, 
what a reservoir of wealth would be obtained. The problem is 
likely to be solved in a practical way by what is called the " Dry 
Earth System," by which dry earth, peat, or coal ashes is made to 
absorb and neutralize everything offensive in the excrement and 
refuse of the household. Valuable information about this system 
may be obtained from the circulars of the Wakefield Earth Closet 
Co., of 36 Dey Street, New York. 

Rupture of Diaphragm. 

A case of accident from falling of earth, throwing the man 
across a tram-rail, was taken into the Infirmary at Hitchin, under 
Messrs. Foster. The notes sent to the Lancet show that rupture 
of the diaphragm had occurred with protrusion of the stomach 
into the thorax; there was also rupture of the liver, the iliac veins, 
and the jejunum. A tumour was found in the peritoneal cavity, 
and of course a rupture of the intestinal canal was at once looked 
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for and found. The patient lived rather more than two hours. — 
The Doctor. 



Cirrhosis of tlie Liver in Childhood. 

Dr. GriMths brought before the Pathological Society last year 
a case of cirrhosis in a child ten ye^rs of age, in which there was 
no history of either intemperance or syphilis. Dr. Thos. Oliver, 
of Preston, now records in the British Medical Journal a case in 
a delicate girl of eleven years. There was no syphilis traceable 
in the family, and as to alcohol, the girl had taken a little beer 
and three years before had had small quantities of wine and 
brandy, always freely diluted with milk or taken in arrowroot, 
during the sequelsB of measles. There had been a chronic pulmo- 
nary disease. — Ibid, 

Bromhydrate of Conla. 

This salt is, according to Mourrut {Bep, de Pharm. and New 
Remedies) yOne of the best crystallizable of the cooia series, and is 
obtained by treating the alkaloid with aqueous bromhydric acid, 
which causes, particularly with the ordinary brown variety of 
conia, an elevation of temperature, and a disengagement of white 
fumes having the odour of conia; the liquid then turns green, and 
finally blackish-red. Urystals form after some time, and may be 
obtained colourless by repeated crystallisations. When pure, .they 
are colourless prismatic needles, soluble in water and alcohol, less 
so in ether and chloroform, inodorous and nearly tasteless, and are 
not deliquescent. They assume a red tint on exposure to light, so 
should be kept in the dark. The salt has been used with great 
success in the treatment of whooping-cough, in doses of about 
one twelfth of a grain, if necessary, every hour, for a child three 
years of age; or one- thirtieth of a grain for a child of one year; 
or one-sixth of a grain for adults. In sciatica it has been em- 
ployed hypodermically in quantities of one-twelfth of a grain 
with good resuHs. — Ibid, 

Action of the Bile Salts. 

J, G, Brown (Proceedings of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, 
and Journal of Anatomy and Physiology) concludes from his ex- 
periments — 1. That a mixture of glycocholate and taurocholate of 
soda when injected hypodermically in rabbits, in doses of forty 
grains and under, does not cause any immediate disturbance, but 
is almost always fatal (unless the dose be small) in a period vary- 



Monthly Summary. 361 

ing from thirty hours to three or four days. 2, That such inject- 
ions often cause an increased nitrogenous excretion by the urine* 
3. That they frequently cause diarrhoea. 4. That they are fol- 
lowed by an excretion of a small amount of bile-acid by the urine 
invariably, and in some cases that bile-pigment is also so excreted. 
5. That they are followed by a fatty degeneration of the hepatic 
secretittg cells, and of the renal epithelium. 6. That they cause 
a destruction of red blood-corpuscles, and consequently an appar- 
ent increase of the white. 1, That they are frequently followed 
by drowsiness and somnolence. — The Doctor, 

Chloral Hydrate as a Local Application in Diphtheria. 

The London Lancet^ May 27th, quotes from the Oas^zetta Med- 
ico de Moma^ an instructive communication by Dr. Cesare Ciat- 
taglia upon the treatment of diphtheria. He uses the chlorate of 
potash internally and an application of chloral to the false mem- 
brane. To children of three to six years of age he administers 
the chlorate in doses varying from ten to fifteen grammes (154 to 
231 grs) per day, dissolved in 140 grammes f about half an ounce) 
of water; while the hydrate of chloral, in the proportion of 4 
grammes ( 3 i) dissolved in 20 grammes ( 3 v) of glycerine, is 
painted over the diphtheritic patches three or four times a day. 
For adults the dose of chlorate of potash is 20 grammes (308 
grains). From the moment that the chloral and glycerine were 
smeared over the false membrane or diphtheritic patches the form- 
ation of the latter ceased, and the characteristic fetor was removed 
entirely on the first, or at latest, on the second day. 



1 -f 



The Use and Abuse of the Speculum. 
Dr, Hamilton, of Dublin, says in a recent article: — 
The advocates of the speculum, on the one hand, confident in the 
demonstrated and demonstrable truth of their practice, were not, 
perhaps, as careful as they might have been to assign to that in- 
strument its proper limits; while on the other hand, their oppo- 
nents would not admit that any advantage of any sort whatever 
could be gained by calling in the aid of the sense of sight to the 
diagnosis of a diseased state. Undoubtedly, many of them in 
this respect not only violated the well-established canon that no 
possible means should be left untried to discover the exact condi- 
tion of an affected part before treating it, but also were neglectful 
or disobedient to the ordinary dictates of reason and common 
sense. It may be taken for granted now, however, that, as in 
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most disputes concerning matters of fact and daily obseryation, 
both inside and outside medicine, the truth lay between those ex- 
treme views, and that while there was not the smallest doubt that 
the introduction, or rather the revival and frequent use, the spec- 
ulum was a decided and remarkable advance in the treatment of 
uterine affections, yet, that the constitutional side of this treat- 
ment was often overlooked or neglected by the advocates of the 
instrument, while it still remained by no means trifling or unim- 
portant. — Med. and Surg, Reporter. 



Concernina; the so-called Centennial Fever. 

Dr. W. W. R., of Brooklyn, N. Y., writes: "Much has been 
said and written in regard to the sickness that seems to have very 
generally attended a visit to the Centennial Exhibition, and, as far 
as I have seen, the cause has been mainly imputed to a bad sani- 
tary condition of the city, and the grounds of the Exhibition. 
Whatever that condition may have been and still is (and I have 
thought the defence made by Dr. Pepper on behalf or the city 
altogether tenable), I am convinced that the cause of the charac- 
istic fever mainly lies in the presence of fomites — certain articles 
on exhibition, which have been brought from some of the worst 
plague spots of the earth, of Egypt, Africa, India, Asia, and South 
America. These have been brought in closed boxes, opened and 
placed on exhibition for months in poorly- ventilated buildings, 
chiefly, however, the densely-crammed Main Building. Is herein 
not a sufficient origin for all the obstinate, typhoid states of the 
system we have witnessed among patients who have visited the 
Exhibition ? 

^^ It has been argued, however, that there have been more cases 
of typhoid in Philadelphia this season than for a long time before. 
And why not ? The visits of her citizens to the infected build- 
ings, and their equal susceptibility with other persons, reasonably 
explain such increase. 

^^The cases of simple diarrhcea, so very common, can readily be 
imputed to the drinking of water to which sufferers were not ac- 
customed; new, sweet cider made on the grounds; sloppy, artifl. 
cial beverages, and eating fancy cakes and the like. 

" In view of the foregoing * facts, as I believe them to be, I 
venture to predict that we shall find in the future, more or less^ 
types or grades of fever not heretofore familiar to us in this coun- 
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try — one of the consequences of the great Centennial International 

Exposition.'' 

Upon the same subject Dr. Julius Fehr, of Hoboken, N. J., 

sends us the following: 

^'It is certainly surprising that no one in Philadelphia seems to 
think of the dangerous proximity of Laurel Hill Cemetery to the 
Schuylkill. The surface-waters and surface-springs, by the tel- 
luric formations of this extensive cemetery, must evidently gravi- 
tate to the Schuylkill and produce a contamination of the water, 
far worse, in fact, than any other. This may lead to explain why 
there was not ^ that centennial fever ' during our hot and dry sum- 
mer, and why it appeared only in fall, when the rainy weather set 
in, and ' Laurel Hill ' wa8, in fact, after that long interval, anew 
* extracted by percolation.' " — Med. Record^ 

The American Metric Bureau. 

Apropos of the constantly increasing discussion of the merits 

of the proposed Metric weights and measures, we should not 
forget the words of John Quincy Adams, in his report to Congress 
more than a quarter of a century ago. 

Mr. Adams gave ample time and all his abilities to the thorough 
study of the system, and, it is said, afterwards spoke of his report 
as the great work of his life. The reasons that led Mr. Adams to 
report against its adoption at that time are no longer in force. 
The system itself, which has in the last ten years made such 
wonderful strides that it is now commonly known throughout the 
world as the "universal" system, is that of which Mr. Adams 
deliberately said : " Considered merely as a labor saving machine, 
it is a new power offered to man incomparably greater than that 
which he has acquired by the new agency which he has given to 
steam. It is in design the greatest invention of human ingenuity 
since that of printiog." 

Later in the same report, with words prophetic of what we are 
evidently soon to see, Mr. Adams saya: " If man upon earth be 
an improvable being; if that universal peace which ^as the object 
of a Saviour's mission, which is the desire of the philosopher, the 
longing of the philanthropist, the trembling hope of the Christian, 
is a blessing to which the futurity of mortal man has a claim of 
more than mortal promise; if the spirit of evil is, before the final 
consummation of things, to be oast down from his dominion over 
men, and bound in the chains of a thousand years, — the foretaste 
here of man's eternal felicity, — then this system of common m 
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straments to acoomplish all the ohanges of sooial and friendly 
commerce will furnish the links of sympathy between the inhabi- 
tants of the most distant regions ; the meter will surround the 
world in use as well as multiplied extension/ and one language of 
weights and measures will be Rpoken from the equator to the poles.'' 



The Thames Mud-Butter. 

The latest London industry is the collection of oleaginous de- 
posits in the mud of the Thames. It is quite profitable, the mud- 
gatherers making three shillings and sixpence a day. Small globes 
made of cork and lined with hair are planted in the mud at low 
tide and the fatty substances in the water adhere to them. This 
miscellaneous grease is manufactured into fresh butter for the 
London market, at least so say the London papers. — Med. Record, 



Spiritualism. 

A committee of the University of St. Petersburg, says the Med- 
ical and Surgical Reporter^ have reported on spiritualistic pheno- 
mena to the effect that they are to be attributed ^* either to un- 
concious movements or to concious imposture." Well said. — Am,, 
Med, Weekly, 



-•-•- 



MxUmX. 



FIBWEIN. 

Dr. Gobs, of Marietta, 6a., in his new work on Materia Medica and Tliera- 
peutics, now in press, thus refers to its Talue in Bronchitis, <&c. 

Firwein is a compound, of the medical principles of the Balsamacese, 
Geriferse, Leg;uminos8e, PinacesB, Styracese, with a certain quantity of phos- 
phorus. Iodine and Bromine added to each pint. 

The above orders of trees and plants yield certain balsams, resins and oleo- 
resins, associated with peculiar acids and volatile oils, which render them very 
valuable remedies in diseases of the lungs and bronchial tubes. They have all 
been used from time to time, in the form of vapors, tinctures, syrups, and in- 
fusions, in catarrh, bronchitis, and in phthisis pulmonalis, but the above com- 
bination is due to Tilden and Company, of New Lebanon, N. Y., and to 
them the profession is indebted for one of the most potent remedies in lung 
affections ever brought to our notice. In catarrh the Firwein has proven very 
successful. In chronic bronchitis and phthisis it has also proven one of most 
positive benefit, not only palliating the cough, but toning up the digestive and 
assimilating organs, and thus preventing undue waste of tissue. ■ The balsamic 
and oleo-resinic principles associated as they are, with phosphorus, iodine and 
bromine in the Firwein, give this preparation a very wide range of application. 
It is not only palliative of the cough, but potent in its reconstructive influence 
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over the diseased tissues. It not only exerts a certain influence oyer the mucous 
sarfaces of the respiratory apparatus, but also over the mucous membranes of 
the uteras, bladder, and urethra. I haye used it in seyeral cases of chronic 
bronchitis recently, and find it to lessen the distressing cough, the profuse ex- 
pectoration, and to increase the appetite and digestion of the patient, and thus 
preyent that prostration which always attends such cases of disease. 

This compound has been tested by many yery eminent physicians in bron- 
chitis and phthisis, and found to be yery positiye in its curatiye effects. In 
chronic bronchitis there is generally a yery harrassing cough, and most frequently 
the disease is accompanied with excessiye expectoration, which debilitates the 
patient rapidly, unless these sources of exhaustion can be remedied. In such 
cases, the soothing effects of the balsamic principles contained in the Firwein, 
haye been found yery efficient in arresting the profuse mucous discharge and in 
lessening the frequency of the cough, and such is its specific infiuence oyer 
the mucous surface, that it soon remoyes the chronic inflammation upon which 
the disease depends. This same influence is exerted oyer other inflammatory 
conditions of the mucous surfaces. It also exerts a curatiye influence oyer 
Phthisis Pulmonalis in its earlier stages. In this affection, there is always 
deprayed digestion or peryerted nutrition, if not both, hence the utility of this 
compound, containing as it does, iodine, phosphorus, and bromine, with^the 
balsams, oleo-resins and acids of the aboye orders. In the treatment of this 
disease we want something to improye the digestion and assimilation, in this 
compound we haye both. It may be associated with tonics and cod-liyer oil. 
Its dose is 1 to 2 drams three times a day. 

Cougrhs* ColdSy and Catarrh. 

Extract from letter of E. A. Whabton, Esq., Breckenridge, Mo., Noy. 2, 
1876. 

" FiBWEiN has proyen yery successful in my practice in the treatment of 
Colds, Coughs, Catarrh, &c., and is generally prescribed in such cases by our 
best physicians; and in one case of Asthma, coming under my obseryatioh it 
has worked like a charm. My wife had suffered for a long time from a chronic 
catarrh in the head, and this remedy has giyen her more relief than any hither- 
to tried. " 



Broiicliitis and C'on sumption. 

Extract from letter of F. C. Doyles, M. D., Druggist, Clear Spring, Wash- 
ington Co., Md;, Dec. 2nd, 1876. 

" I haye been engaged in the Drug business in connection with my practice 
as a physician for the last fiye years, and haye sold a considerable amount of 
your preparations, prescribing them largely myself. I am particularly pleased 
with your Fluid Extract of Ergot and the new preparation Firwein. I could 
giye you seyeral cases of Bronchitis and Consumption where I can attribute 
the cure to the use of Firwein. I haye used oyer six dozen bottles within the 
last year in my own practice and sold to other physicians who report like 
success and continue its use." 
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BBOMO-CHIiORALUM AND £L1XIB I01>0-BR0MII>C 
CAIiCIUM COMP., IN I>IPHTHERIA. 



I>r X. T. Bates, on l>iplitherla. 

I do not claim for the Elixir lodo-Bromide of Calcium Compound a specific 
in the treatment of Diphtheria, but I have found it a remedy of no little im- 
portance as an alterative in the incipient and adyanced stages of this disease. 
In the former I believe it often so modifies the attack as to give it a diphther- 
oid character, while in the latter its therapeutical action is to eliminate the 
virus be what it may, that left undisturbed would produce a morbid condition 
that makes the case one of great severity, of complications and sequels, or 
one of fatal termination. 

Epidemics of diphtheria have given me opportunities of treating this disease 
with and without the *' Elixir,'' and I cannot but pronounce in favor of the 
results obtained in cases where the Elixir has been called into requisition as an 
adjuvant, and I am confident that a judicious use, of the remedy does much 
toward affording relief, lessening the chances of severity, and diminishing the 
fatality of this disease. 

If we regard diphtheria constitutional, its progress, extension and succes- 
sive invasions of the different parts due to the agency of some internal deter- 
mining influence, why not, in connection with the approved therapeutical 
measures, such as tonics, stimulants and alimentations, administer some con- 
stitutional remedy ? In my own practice where this has been done, rarely 
has a diphtheritic attack had a fatal termination. 

Whenever in the treatment of diphtheria we meet with strumous indications 
and complications, we are particularly directed to constitutional measures. The 
Elixir lodo-Bromide of Calcium Compound possesses the power of counteract^ 
ing to a great degree this strumous poison in the blood, and is so authenticated 
by the various cases reported, as to entitle it to a place with the Profession 
of scarcely less reliability as a specific in scrofula, than is quinia in intermittent 
fever. I have been using it for several years, and in my hands it has proven 
BO successful as an anti-scorbutic that I assert its claims with a positiveness I 
can urge in favor of no other alterative. Moreover, so for as my own oppor- 
tunities of observation enable me to judge, much importance should be placed 
on the protective infiuence of the remedy against diphtheria ; and I do not 
hesitate to recommend its use as a prophylactic, particularly to children exposed 
to this disease, in doses proportional to the ages. 

In connection with the other medicines which may be suggested by the 
nature of individual cases, almost invariably the **Iodo" has an important 
part to play, may be prescribed with no apprehension that it may act deleter- 
iously. It has been my practice to give the "Elixir'* in teaspoonful doses 
every four hours. As a local application I prefer Bromo-Chloralum, half an 
ounce, Saturated Solution Potass. Chlorate sufficient to make eight ounces. Use 
frequently as a gargle, or apply on a soft sponge. 
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Diphtheria and Scarlet Fever. 

Extract from letter of G. W. Butler, M. D., Columbus, Ohio. "I wish to 
make the profession acquainted with the success which has attended the use of 
the Bromo-Ghloralum, in my Scarlet Fever and Diphtheria cases. I have had 
about forty cases of Scarlet Fever of a malignant type, which I have treated 
with the Bromo-Chloralum giving it internally— five or ten dropg in a teaspoon- 
ful of water — and also as a gargle for the throat. I am happy to state that, in 
every case I have effected a' cure. In Diphtheria I think Bromo-Chloralum has 
no equal.'* 



Diphtheria. 

Extract from letter of Horace Hulbert. M. D., Norwich, N. Y. "In a 
case of Diphtheria where the breath of the patient was very offensive, I put 
a few drops of the Bromo-Chloralum in a glass of water and had the patient 
rinse the mouth and throat as well as he could, and also swallow a teaspoon- 
ful every two or three hours. In six hours time that terrible odor had gone, 
and by continuing its use, did not return. I have not had any cases that were 
as severe since; but have used the ^^Bromo^' in a number of cases of Sore 
Throat, with good results. 

My experi^ce with it leads me to state that I have more confidence in it in 
bad cases of Diphtheria, than in any other remedy.'' 

In Mallgrnant Scarlet Fever. 

Extract from letter of W, B. Rice, M. D., Niagara Falls, N. Y. "Havmg 
used the Elixir lodo-Bromide of Calcium Comp., in malignant Scarlet Fever, 
with marked success, and as that malady in certain stages seems closely allied 
with Diphtheria, I determined to make trial of it in the latter complaint. So 
far as my limited opportunity to judge goes, I am more than satisfied with the 
result. For the last three weeks I have not lost a case, and I may truly say 
that I have had some very severe ones." 



Ulcerative Sore Tliroat. 

Extract from letter of M. Vroman, M. D„ Weston, Oregon. **I have used 
Bromo-Chloralum in fifty-three cases of Ulcerative Sore Throat — ^in thirty of 
them without the use of any other gargle or wash, and have lost only one 



case," 



♦ ♦- 



£L.IXIB lODO-BROMIDE CALCIUM COMP. 



Chronic Scrofulous Ophthalmia, Malarial Cachexia. 

Extract from letter of J. M. Bbannobb, M. D., McKenzie, Tenn. 

**Some four or five years ago I wrote you, in behalf of a poor widow who 
had a daughter afflicted with Chronic Scrofulous Ophthalmia, requesting you to 
send me some lodo-Bromide Calcium Comp., in order that I might try the rem- 
edy in her case. You kindly sent me a supply of the medicine ; and I immedi- 
ately put the young laiy upon the use of it, to the exclusion of all other reme- 
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dies. In a short time improyement was manifest ; and, it was not long before 
the patient was restored to health and usefulness/' 

'^ I have had remarkable success with the use of some of your remedies in 
the treatment of disease ; and have been intending to report some of the cases 
for the JaumaU One case in particular, a case of Malarial Cachexia, with en- 
ormous enlargement of the spleen, which had been treated by a number of 
physicians and pronounced hopeless, yielded to the Elixir lodo-Bromide Calcium ' 
Comp., and in a few weeks was entirely restored to health. I will report this 
case in full very soon. " 



Scrofulous aiid Klieumatic Oases. 

Extract from letter of E. A. Whaeton, Esq., Breckenridge, Mo., Nov. 2, 
1876. 

"I am happy to infoim you of the growing demand for your new remedy 
the Elixir lodo-Bromide of Calcium Comp. It is recommended and used by 
our best physicians in all 'Scrofulous and Rheumatic cases, whether acute or 
chronic and with the best results.'' 



Extract from letter of D. 8. Beyland, M. D., Huntsville, Tenn., Nov. 1st, 
1876. 

*' I have used the Elixir lodo-Bromide of Calcium Comp. among our convict 

labor here, with very great success in the class of diseases to wHich it is spe- 
cially applicable — also the Bromo-Chloralum as a disinfectant, and can cordially 
reconunend both remedies to the profession. " 



BBOMO-CHIiOBAIiUM AS A DISINFECTANT. 

Extract from letter of Wm, P. Rodefbb, M. D., Cleveland, Tenn, 
"You will please give my hearty recommendation of Bromo-Chloralum a 
place in the pag^s of the Journal, As a disinfectant in the pure sense of the 
word, it has no eqiuil. As a remedial agent, both in its astringent and altera- 
tive action, there is no other medicine in the list of materia medica that will 
accomplish more. An experience of more than four years in the use of Bro- 
mo-Chloralum in scores of cases, is continually increasbig my confidence in 
the remedy." 



In Erysipelas. 

Extract from letter of Mark Rainey, M. D., Superintendant Iowa Hospital 
for Insane, Mount Pleasant, Iowa, Nov. 20, 1876. 

'< We use Bromo-Chloralum more often than any thing else as a topical ap- 
plication in Erysipelas — and for preserving a natural appearance and preventing 
change and putrefaction in dead bodies, that are to be sent a long distance or 
kept some time ; it is remarkably effective." 



^^Correspondents will obUge by writing plainly their Names, Toum, 
County and State. We are frequently unable to answer letters because these 
are omitted. 
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